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tHl 

HIS tO R Y 

OF THE 

Debates and Proceedings - 

o F T H E 

H O U S E of L O k D S, 

- During the FIRST SESSION of the 

Fourteenth Parliament of GriafrBritaim 



THIS feflSoii wis opened By the King; with a fpeech front 
the throne. The ftleech being already printed in the 
debates of the. Houfe o4 •tomons of this feffiofc, it is uhne- 
ceflary to repeat it 

Nfoembe* 36, 1^4. 

The Earl of Hillfborough moved, That ah humble addrefs BarJ o( 
be prefented to his Majefty, to return his Majefty the thankfe mifbenmgh 
bf this Houfe for his inoft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

To declare our abhorrence and deteftation of the daring fpi- 
rit of reftftance and difobedience to the laws, Which fo ftrong- 
Jy prevails in the province of the MafTachufets Bay, and of 
the unwarrantable attempts in that and other provinces of 
America, to obftruft, by unlawful combinations, the trade of 
this kingddrh. , 

. To return his Majefty Our humble thanks for havirig been 
pleafed to communicate to us, that he has taken fuch mea- 
sures, and given fuch Orders as his Majefty hath judged moft 
proper and effe&ual for the protection and fecurity of the 
commerce* of his Majefty*s fubje&s, and for carrying into ex- 
ecution the laws, which were pafTed in the laft ftffiort of the 
late parliament, relative to the province of the Maflachufetd 
Bay. 

To otprefs our entire fatisfaSion in his Majeftv's firm and 
fteadfaft refolution to continue to fupport the fupreme au- 
thority of the legiflature over all the dominions of his crown* 
4nd to give his Majefty the ftrongeft aflurances that we will 
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chearfully co-operate in all fuch meafures, as fliall be necef- 
fary to maintain the dignity, fafety, and welfare of the Bri- 
tiln empire. 

That as this nation cannot be unconcerned in the common 
intereft of Europe, we have the greateft fatisfa&ion in being 
acquainted with the conclufion of the peace between Ruffia 
and the Porte; that we confide in his Majefty's endeavours 
to prevent, as far as poffible, the breaking out of frcfh diftur- 
bances ; and froni the aflurances given to his Majefty by 
. other powers, we have the pleating expectation that nothing 
is likely to intervene thatmay interrupt theprefent happy tran- 
quility hi Europe. + 

That it is no lefs our duty than our inclination to proceed 
with temper and unanimity in our deliberations and refolu- 
tions, and to inculcate, by our example, a due reverence for 
the laws, and a juft fenfe of the excellency of our conftitu- 
tion ; and imprefled with the deepeft gratitude for the many 
bleffings we have enjoyed during the courfe of his Majefty's 
reign, to teftify with unaffe&ed zeal at this conjuncture our 
inviolable fidelity to his Majefty, and our ferious attention to 
the public welfare. 

Thjs motion was feconded by the Earl of Buckinghamfhire. 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond moved, That an amendment be 
Richmond, made to the faid motion, by inferting, after the word throne , 
. at the end of the firft paragraph, thefe words : ' 

To defire his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to give 
direftion for an early communication of the accounts which 
have been received concerning the ftate of the colonies, that 
we may not proceed to the confideration of this moft critical 
and important matter, but upon the fulleft information ; and 
when we are thus informed, we £ball, without delay, apply 
ourfelves with the moft earneft and ferious zeal, to fuch mea- 
fures as fliall tend to fecure the honour of his Majefty's crown, 
the true dignity of the mother country, and the harmony and 
happHiefs of all his Majefty's dominions. 

Which being objected to* after fome debate, the queftion 
was put, Whether thefe words (hall be inferted in the faid 
motion? It was refolved in the negative. Contents 13, 
Non-Contents 63. # 

Diffintienty y 

Becaufe we caonot agree to commit ourfelves with the care- 

lefs facility of a common addrefs of compliment, in expref- 

fipns, which may lead to meafures in the event fatal to the 

lives, properties, and liberties of a very great part of our fel- 

. lowfubjeits. k • 
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We conceive that an addrefs upon fuch obje&s as arft be*> 
fore us, and at fuch a time as this, muft ncceffarity have a 
confidecable influence upon our future proceedings ; and muft 
imprefs the public with an idea of the general fpirit of the 
meafures which we mean to fuppqrt. 

Whatever methods. we ifaall think it advifeable .to purfue, 
either in fupport of the mere authority of parliament, which 
feems to be the fole consideration with fome, or for reconciling 
that authority with the peace and Tatisfa&ion of the whole 
empire, which has ever been our conftant and Invariable ob- 
ject, it will certainly add to the weight and efficacy of out** 
proceedings, if they appear the refult of full information, 
mature deliberation, and temperate enquiry. 
- No materials for fuch an enquiry have been laid before 
us ; nor have any fuch been fo much as promised in the fpeech 
from the throne, or even in any verbal aflurance from mini* 
fters. 

In this fituation we are called upon to make an addrefs, ar- 
bitrarily impofing qualities and defcriptions upon a£rs done 
in the colonies, of the true nature and juft extent of which 
we are as yet in a great meafure unapprized ; "a procedure 
which appears to us by no means con fori ant to that purity 
which we ought ever to preferve in our judicial, and^ to that 
caution which ought to guide us in our deliberate capacity. 

2. Becaufe this addrefs does, in effect, imply an approba* 
tion of the fyftem adopted with regard to the colonies in the 
laft parliament. This unfortunate fyftem, conceived with, fo 
little prudence, and purfued with fo little temper, con fiftency, 
or forefight, we were in hopes, would be at length abandon- 
ed, from an experience of the mifchiefs which it has produ- 
ced, in proportion to the time in which it was continued, 
and the diligence with which it has been purfued ; a fyftem 
which hascreated the utmoft confufion in the colonies, with- 
out any rational hope of advantage to the revenue, and with 
certain detriment to the commerce of the mother country. 
And it affords us a melancholy profpe£r, of the difpofition of 
Lords in the pre fen t parliament, when we fee the Houfe, un- 
der the preffure of fo fevere and uniform an experience, again 
ready, without any enquiry, to countenance, if not to adbpt, 
the fpirit of the former fatal proceedings. 

But whatever may be the mifchievous defigns, or the in* 
confiderate temerity, which leads others to this defperate 
courfe, we wifli to be known as perfons who have ever dif- 
approved of meafures fo pernicious in their paft effects, and 
(heir future tendency, and who are apt in haft*; without en r 
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quiry or information, to commit ourfelves in declaration* 
' which may precipitate our country into all the calamities of 
a civil waf. 

Richmond, ToRRiNGTotfi 
• Portland, Ponsonby, \ 

, Rockingham, Wycombe, 
Stamforjd, Cawdejs. 
Stanhope, 
% ' December i. 

The Lords waited upon the King with their addrefs, tcj 
Vhich his Majefty gave the following anfwer* 
My Lords, 
I thank you for your affe&ionate afiurances .of duty and 
Jpyalty. The zeal you exprefs for the fupport of the fupreme 
authority of the legislature, which I (hall conftantly maintain, 
is very agreeable to mc,j and your refolution to proceed witty 
temper and unanimity in your deliberations, gives me the grea- 
teft fatisfadion, as it correfponds with the hearty concern I 
Shall ever have for the true interefts of .all my people. 
Adjourned to 0ecember 6. 

December 6, 
The Peers having thought proper to clear their Houfe -on 
tjie ioth of December J770, [See the Commons Debates of 
that year, page 79 to 84, 87, and 93 to 96] and not to ad- 
mit even members of the Houfe of Commons fince that time, 
except to deliver bills, and upon thofe occafiong ordered them 
to withdraw immediately. The Commons in return [See the 
Commons Debates , above referred to] excluded the Peers from 
their Houfe ; and feveral incojiveniencies- having happened 
from this harflj .treatment, 
Im^lgttd* Lord Lyttelton moved, to refcind the order excluding the 
*•*• members of the Houfe df Commons ; with a view to reftore 

a friendly communication between the two Houfes. There 
wa» fome debate ^ the Houfe divided, for the motion 18, 
againft it 36. ' 

Dectmber 15, 
tot&ljttel- Lord Lyttelton moved, that the order excluding members of 
**** the Houfe of pommons might be difpenfed with. 

Duke of The Duke of Manchtjier feconded the motion. His Grace 
MancbeJUr. faid, he particularly prefled it at this time, as a point to be 
defired even by minifters, that the public might be informed of 
the grounds on which/they proceed in regard to the meafqres tq • 
be purfued refpefling America, whofe interefts are fo in- 
terwoven with thofe of Great-Britain, that the attention of 
the people of this country cannot be ;oo much awakened at 
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this truly important crifts. His Grace added, that he wiflied 

not only to admit the members of the Houfe of Commons, • 

but the Scotch and Irifli Peers, and fuch other perfons as 

jhall be introduced by a Peer $ each Peer to bring in one per- 

fon. 

The Lord Chancellor acquainted the Lords, that he always Lor* Gb*» 
looked upon liimfelf as a fervant of the Houfe,. whofe duty itrnflr. 
was to fee their orders enforced ; but that as it feetned to be 
the defire of many to relabc their (landing order in this point, 
he thought the civility due from one Lord to another fhould 
induce the Houfe to come into the propofal ; which Was ac- 
cordingly agreed to without further debute. 
December 16. 

Nothing material. Adjourned to December 19* No de** 
bates. 

December 22. 

Adjourned to January 20, 1775. 

January 20, 1775^ 

This ,day the Earl of Dartmouth prefented to the Houfe co- 
pies of a great number of letters and papers from his Majef- 
tfs governors in America. fCopies of the fame letters and 
papers were prefented to the Houfe of Commons, and the rea- 
der will find them in page 31, &c. of the Proceedings and 
Debates of that Houfe $ with all the fubfequent letters and 
papers, as they were prefented from time to time, daring the 
feifion.J 

The Earl of Chatham. His Lordfhip began with cenfur- E*rl of 
ing an eight weeks delay of communicating thefe papers, £******• 

[alluding that the papers might have been laid before the 
loufe at the beginning of the feffion] and the continuance 
of minifters deluding this country, with mifreprefentations 
of the colonies. He (hewed, that the fudden diflolution of 
parliament was upon that principle, of deceiving the people 
of England; every borough in the kingdom labouring under 
the old deluflon. 

There were, he faid, two things which miniftry laboured 
to deceive the people in, and had perfuaded them to j firft, 
that it was an affair of Bofton only, and that the very appea- 
rance of one fingle regiment there, would quiet every thing. 

He had foretold the falfehood of both ; he was converfant 
with that country more, more years than perhaps any man j 
he knew the caufe of Bofton would be made the caufe of 
America - 3 he kneqr the mode of the military would not be 
eJEe&ual, 

The 
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Thematraer of proceeding againft Bofton, was a profcrip- 
tion of a people, unheard ;—- jinhcard in any court, either in 
the common courts of juftice, or the higher, of parliament, in 
both of which, evidence of fads are ftated in proof of cri- 
minality ; but the Americans were denied to be heard : the 
people of America condemned, and not heard, have a right to 
refill. 

- By whofe advice vindictive councils were purfued ; by 
whofc advice faUe representations were made ; by whofe ad- 
vice malice and ill~wifl were made principles of governing a 
free people :— all thefe are queftions that will be aflced ; he 
means no perfonal charge on any man farther than his mif- 
doings call for. 

There ought to be fame inftant proceeding towards a feu 
dement before the meeting of the delegates ; his objeft was 
to put his foot on the threthold of peace, to fliew an intention 
of reconciling ; he will, unlefs he is fixed to a fick-bed, he 
will attend this bu finds throughout, till he fees America ob- 
tain what he thinks fatisfadion for her injuries ; ftill attentive 
that it fhali own the fupremacy of .this country. 

It would be his advice to his Majefty to end this quarrel, 
the fooneft poffible ; his repofc was their duty ; who by roif- 
advice had planted the thorn in his fide, by a contcft with a 
people determined. on their purpofe. x 

Wtflies to offer hitnfelf, mean as he is— but he has a plan; . 
a plan of a fettlement; folid, honourable, and lairing. 

America means only to have fafety in property ; and per* 
fonal liberty. Thofe, and thofe only were her objed ; inde- 
pendency was falfely charged on her. 

He disclaims all nietapbyfical diftindions* 

The declaratory ad leaves you a right to take their money 
when you pkafe. 

He means to meddle with no man's opinion ; and leaving 
all men to follow the plan of their own opinions of former 
profeflions, his plan is to eftablifh for the American an 
unequivocal, cxprefs right of not having his property taken 
from him but by his own afiembly. 

Eight weeks delay admits no further. hefitation, no not of 
a moment ; the thing may be over ; a drop of blood renders 
it immtdicabilt vulnus. 

Whether it can ever now be a true reconciliation, muft be 
owing to the_full compenfation that America {hall receive. 
Repeal the mutual ill-will that fubfifts, for it is not the repeal 
of a little a<9: of parliament that will work peace. Will the 
repeal of a bit of parchment avail? Will, think you, three 

million^ 
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millions of people in arms be Satisfied by filch a repeal? It 
rnu ft be a repeal on a principle of juAice. There mud be no 
procrastination ; you are to a moment — now— inftantaneottfly: 
—Every hoar, that a beginning is not made towards foften- 
ing, towards healing 1 the very news of which might work 
wonders— ©©dangers the fixsed liberty of America, and dis- 
honour of the mother country. 

The fuccefs and permanent efie& of the beft meaGires 
may arife from mutual good* will. . 

His. motion is part of a plan ; and he begins with a proof 
of good-wtf L-^-His motion is c< to addrefs the King to remove 
** the forces from the town of JBofton." 

His lordiKip was lavifli in his praife.of the congrefs, as 
more wife* and more prudent than tbe meeting of ancient 
Greece. He mentioned Thucydides, with " your lordflrips 
u have read Thucydides;" he mentions nothing of ancient 
ftory more honourable, more refpc&able, than this defpifed 
meeting. 

The coagre& is treated harfhly. He wMhes we would 
imitate their temper;— firm indeed, if you pleafe— but that 
congrefs was conduced with temper and moderation. I wi{h 
our Houfe of Commons as freely and uncorruptly cbofen. 

The proceedings from hence arofe from ignorance of the 
circumftances of that country. The * idea of coercion by 
troops, where, they were not the natural tefcwce, was wanton 
and idle. 

Aijger was your motive in all you did— " What! fhall 
" America preAime .to- be freer—don't hear them, cbaftife 
" them." This was your language, caftigat auMtqw—thc 
fevereft judge, though be cfaaftites, alfo hears the party. 

All the mifehief has arifcn from your anger; from your 
not adapting y<wr fneafts to youxoads ; troops and violence 
were ill rowans toanfwef the ends of peace. 

I underftand government is not altogether Satisfied with 
the commander $f your troops; he has not been quick enough 
to flied blood; his moderation is ridiculed; hut £ know 
that geetlemap* an officer of long, fervice, has afted pru- 
dently ; it was want #f wtfdom to place an iroiy there— I 
feve beard of armies of observation, but this ts aa army of 
irritation. 

- lit the civil wax of Parts* where thofe great men, the Prince 
of Qonde, and Marffed Turenne commanded the two par* 
ties — Marfhal Turenne was faid often to have been near the 
Prince.— The* Queen wl)$ angry ; fbe did not fee why, when 
he was fo npa* the Prinoe* be inoujd act take him ; ihe was 
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offended^ and frith fome anger afked ? " Quant vons itiez Ji 
*' prh 9 pourquoi tfavez-vous pas pris U Prince?" That great 
officer who knew his bufinefs, anfwered coolly, "y'avoh 
** peur 9 Madame* qtfil ne m'eut prit" 

The miniftry tell you, that the Americans will not abide 
by the congrefs ; they are tired of the afipciation ;— true, 
many of the merchants may be— but it does not now depend 
on the merchants \ nor do the accounts .come even from the 
principal merchants ; but from 'the runners for miniftry. But 
were the diflatisfa&ion among the merchants ever fo large, 
the account is no way conformable to the nature of America. * 

The nation of America, who have the virtues of the people' 
they fprung from, will not be flaves. Their language is, If 
trade and ilavery are companions, we quit the trade j let trade ' 
and flavery go where they will, they are not for us. 

Your anger reprefents them as refra&ory and ungrateful, ' 
in not fubmitting to the parent they fprung from ; but they 
are in truth grown an acceflion of ftrength to this country 3 
they know their importance 5 they wifli to continue their 
utility to you ; but though they may be fick of the affocia- 
tion, thofe fons of the earth will never be diffuaded from their 
afibciation. 

After the repeal of the (lamp aft, two years after, I was 
in the country an hundred miles off; a gentleman who knew* 
the country, told me, that if regiments had landed at that 
tim£, and mips had been fent to deftroy the towns, they had 
come to a refolution to retire back into the country.— It is a 
fa&— a noble Lord fmiles ; jf I were to mention the gentle-* 
man's name, it would not increafe his fmile. 

I wi(h the young gentlemen of our time would imitate* 
thofe Americans that are mifreprefented to them ; I wifh they 
would imitate their frugality 5 I wifh they would imitate that 
liberty which the Americans love better than life; imitate 
that courage which a love of liberty produces. 

One word more. I will fend my plan, if the ftate* of 2 
miferable conftitution ftretches me on a fick-bed. It is to 
put an end to the quarrel. 4< What before you know whe- 
" ther they will come to terms V* Yes, let my expe&atidrfc 
be what they will, I fhould recall the troops y it paVtakes of 
a nullity to accept fubmiffion under the influence of arms. 

I foretel, " thefe bills muft be repealed ;"-*iI fubtnit to be 
called an ideof if they are not j-^three rfiillions of men ready 2 
to arm, and talk of forcing them \ 

There may be dangerous men and dangerous council's, who 
would inftil bad do&rines \ advift the enflaving of America ; 

they 
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they might not endanger the crown perhaps, but they would 

render it not worth the wearing. 

The caulb of America is allied to every true Whiff, They 
will not bear the enflaving America. Some Whigs Inay love 
their fortunes better than their principles j but the body of 
Whigs will join ; they will not enflave America* The 
whole Jrifh nation, ail the true EnglUh Whigs, the whole 
nation of America, thefe combined make ipany millions of 
Whigs, averfe to the Jyftem. France has her full attention 
upon you ; war is at your door j carrying a queftion here, 
will not fave your country in fuch extremities. 

This beipg the ftate of things, my adviqe is, to proceed to 
allay heats ; i would at the inftant begin, and do ibmething 
towards allayiog and foftening refentmei^t. 

My motion, you fee, refpeaithe anm§r, and their dangerous 
fituation. Not to* undervalue generaj Gage, who has ferved 
with credit,— he aftp upon his inftru&iogs ; if he has not 
been alert enough to ibed blood ; 

N&a dimicare quam vinctre maluity 
And he judged well* The Americans too have acted with a 
prudence and moderation, that had been worthy of our imita- 
tion, were we wife j — to their moderation it is owing, thjit 
our troops have fo long remained in fafety. 

Mal-adrniniflratbn has run its line— it has not a move left 
-—it is a check mate. 

Forty thoufand men are not adequate to the idea of fub- 
duing them.to your taxation. Taxation exifts only in repre- 
fentatioh ; tajce them to your heart, who knows what their 
generofity may effefl ? 

I am not to be understood as tpeaning ? naked, uncondi- 
tioned repeal ; no, I would maintain the fuperiority of this 
country at aD events. * * 

But you ace anxious who ihall difarm fitff. That jgreat 
poet, and perhaps a urifcr and greater politician than ever he 
was a poet, has given you iftwdk council, follow it, v 
Vuqut prior y tu par<$\ genus qui ducis GJymi*. 
Prykt tela vurnu. .----" 

Who is the man who will pwn this iy&tm of ibrce as 
practicable ? 

He tfren jjufty cenfured the folly of pusfuing a iyftem that 
was owped to oe impradicable. 

His Lordfliip's motion was, ** Thatan humble adddrefsbe 
presented to his Majefty, moft humbly toadvifeahd beJeecfi 
his Majefty, that, in order to open the ways -towards ao hap* 
j>y fettiement of the dangerous troubles in America, by be* 
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ginning to allay ferments and foften animofities there ; and, 
above all, for preventing in the mean time, any fudden and 
fatal cataftrpphe at Bpfton, norir fuffering urTder the daiJy 
irrita£tyn of an army before their eyes, ported in their town, 
it may gracioufly pfeafe his Majefty, that immediate orders 
may be difpatched to general Gage for removing his Majefty's 
forces from the tqwn of Bofton, as fopn a? the rigour of the 
feafon, and other circumftances indifpenfable' to the fafety 
and accommodation of the faid troops may render the fame 
pra&icable." 

Earl of Suf* The Earl of Suffolk. I His Lordfliip condemned the con- 

folk. du£t of the Americans in the rrioft determined and unrefer- 

ved terms. He complimented the noble Ear), who opened 
the debate, on his great abilities, but begged lpave to pro- 
nounce him miftaken, in almoft every pofition he l^id 
down ; and thought it extremely improper, confidering the 
prefent alarming ftate of America, to caufe divifions, and, by 

' fo dpirig, tp wpaken the force of the parent ftate.- He obfer- 

yed, that the noble Earl had animadverted feverely on thqfe 
who had, or were fuppofed to advife the meafureof diffolv- 
ing the parliament; and had likewife thrown out fome in- 
finuations, directed againftihe fuppofed authors of the pre- 
fent intentions ofadminiftration. As to the firft, he avowed 
himfelf to be one of the principal advifers, as«he looked up- 
on it,' nay forefaw frorri the beginning, that all thefteps ta- 
ken by the Americans, in qoi; ids and elfewhere, would be 
tp influence the general election, by creating jealoufies, 
fears, and prejudices ampng the merchantile and trading 
part of the nation V that happineTs, the ideas he efpoufed had 
prevailed, by which means thofe finifter defigns were preven- 
ted from takina effeft ; that he was happy to find his con- 
jectures right, and to perceive that thofe defigns were de- 
feated ; and that an irrjprpper» influence, Qriginating whence 
it might, or in whatever manner, made very little, difference. 
As to the point of advice, in relation to coercive meafures, 
he very frankly declared himfelf to be equally ftrenuous ; for 
all conciliating means having proved ineffectual, he thought 
• it high time for the mother country to exert her authority, 
or forever relinquifh it. If the talk be difficult now, what 
muft it be in a few years time ? Parliament muft be obey- 
*<ii or it muft not ; if it be obeyed, then who {hall refift its 
detenrunati(>ns I If it be not, then we may' as well at once 
give up every claim of authority over America, I fhould 
fcorn, to, t>e prefent in this Houfe, and lit ftill without free- 
ty declaring my fentiments : I fhould fcorn to continue one 
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of his Majefty's minifters, and not advife coercive measures, 

when I was fo firmly and fully convinced of their neceffity ; 

and I take a particular pride in avowing thofe ientiments ; 

and mean fteadily to abide by them it all events. His Lord- 

fliip then proceeded to comment on the proceedings of the 

corigtefs, in relation to their disapprobation of certain ads 

of pari ia merit, particularly the four or five laft adverted to at 

that meeting. He defended them all, arid contended, that 

the Bofton port bill, if the obftinacy of the Boftonians had 

not prevented it, would have executed itfelf, as a fatisfac- 

tiori for the dommagemeht done to the Eaft India-Company, 

would have at once put the port of Bofton on its former 

footing; and have of cotfrfd ihade an opening for i compleat 

reconciliation. He infilled ftrongly that the mother country 

ihould never relax till America confeffed her fupremacv ; and 

that as foon as America had dutifully complied, (he would meet 

with every indulgence confiftent with the real intereft of both 

countries ; but that any conceflion on our parts, till the right 

on which all our pretentions were founded, was allowed, 

would be to the laft degree impolitic, pufillanimftus, and 

abfurd. He fuppofed, he faid, that the noble Earl would b£ 

alone in his opinion, that this country had riot the right to 

tax America. The right implied* according to him, the fte- 

ceffity of the exercife of it. He thought it a duty incum- . 

bent on administration to purfue their objefit of fubduing the 

refra&ory rebellious Americans ; and avowed the minifteral 

refolutioh of enforcing obedience by arms. 

The Lord TFycombe y (Earl of Shelbume). His LordftnpEarl of 
began with renouncing all perfonal engagements whatever ; Sbelbumi 
and folemnly declared, that he adopted the noble Earl's fenti- 
ments, (the Earl of Chatham,) folely on account of tHeir 
wifdom^ juftice, and propriety. He (aid, the fpecious Ian- # 

guage of the fupremacy of the Bfitifh legiflature, the inte- 
refts of Great- Britain^ of her authority over the colonies, 
&c. was artfully held out to delude and deceive both parlia- 
ment and people : it was intended to operate on every degree 
of men : the Very cobler is, he fays, fwelled up with his 
own importance, as being a»party in a conteft with thofe on 
the other fide, who are as artfully reprefented to be ready to 
throw off all obedience ; who are defcribed to be traitors, 
vagabonds, and rebels, guilty of the moft flagrant bafenefs 
and ingratitude. But fure, fays his Lordfhip, there is not 
a noble lord within thefe walls, there is not a man without, 
who does not inftantly perceive the notorious fallacy of fuch. 
amifreprefentation. No man can be at a lofs to know, that 
' C Z a ma** 
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a majority of both Houfes, however constituted* are the na- 
tion ; that that majority is led and dire&ed by an admini- 
firdtiori confiding of four or five perfonsj and thofe again, 
by one man. Let us, therefore;, hear no more of the peo- 
ple, the parliament,, or Great-Britain j but confider the if- 
fue as fitaply depending between the parties thus defcribed, 
between ajiminiftration on one fide, and all, America on the 
othef. He then proceeded to. animadvert with great ability 
on the feveral .a#s of the Jaft feffion refpe&ing America ; 
- -and contended Withpfrt referve, that the Bofton port bill 
did not execute itfelf, nor was ever meant, fo to do ; for 
fuppbfing the ftommagement t& be repaired, and the inju- 
ry fuSained by the. Eaft-Ihdia Company compensated, what 
did the a&.fay ? Why, that when his Majefty fhould think 
that the Bofton ians had returned to their obedience, and 
peace and good government fully eftabliflied, his Majefty 
migbt open the port on fuch conditions as he thought pro- 
per ; and appoint fuch places for the landing and (hipping 
of goods within (he faid port and harbour as he pleafed* 
Here he highly arraigned the unconditional policy Which 
diflated that part of the a&, and wantonly lodged a power 
' in the King and council, which parliament, if it regarded 
its own honour, fhould have rieve.r parted with. He con- 
demned in general, the madnefs, injuftice, and infatuation 
of coercing the Americans. in,to a blind and fervile fubmif- 
fion ; and repeated, what had been received in the moft lij- 
difcrtfus itf ariner, tfn a farmer occafion, that a tipftaff wotild 
execute the afts better than a military force confiding of a 
hundred, thtfuferid men. 
£«* h tm . The Lord Lyttelttm fet Out with coftrplinlenting the noble 
uton. j^ who fifft fpoke ih ttte debate, on his great political 
wifddm, bis extenfive talents, jind the fruits of bothj the 
glofiods fucteflfes of the late war^ which muft dfcftrvedly 
crown hhn.With imtobrtal lautels. He grounded his^argti- 
' mentsf "chiefly on the Jegiflatiyfe fupremacy of the Brltifc par- 
liament. He ridicufed die abfUrd idea of an inactive, righ't* 
When thtre Was .the moft apparent arid urgent nscefBty for 
exercifing it. .^ It wo'fcld be a rnadnejs in the extreme* qo% 
direftly to aflert, or for ever reliiiquifh it. Hbcfould not* bfe 
faid, at all agre£ with the ntfblc Earl in his enconiium* on 
the conti|ierital cohgrefs ; for f6 far from applauding their 
wifdohv&c. he contended, that the Whole of theft- deliberar 
tions and proceedings breathed the fpirit of unconftitutidrtal 
independency and open rebellion. His Lordfhip pointed to 
the particular language of fofne of their refolu tions ; and* 
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endeavoured to prove, that if Great-Britain fhould give way 
on the prefent occafion, from miftaken motives of prefent 
advantages in trade, commerce, &c. fuch a conceffion would 
inevitably defeat its own objeft j for it was plain, that the na- 
vigation a£t, and all other regulatory ads, which formed the 
great bafis on which thofe advantages retted, and the true in* 
terefts of both countries depended, would fall a vi&im to the 
interested and ambitious views of America. Nqw, there* 
fore, was the time to affert the authority of Great-Britain* 
for if we did not, he had not a (ingle doubt on bis own 
mind, but every conceffion on our fide would produce * 
new demand on theirs ; and in the end, bring about that 
ftate of traitorous independency, at which it was too plain 
they were now aiming. He lamented the difgraceful mife- 
rable ftate of the troops under General Gage, daily crumb- 
ling, away with ficknefs and defertion, deftitute of covering 
and fuftenance, and, what was much worfe, their fpirits 
broken and themfelves difheartened with the infolent taunts 
and repeated provocations of a rebellious furrounding rabble* 
He reflected feverely on the conduit of thofe, that put hint 
and kept him ih fo difgraceful a fituation. He faid, ,he flioald 
be glad to know by what fecret power or over-ruling influ- 
ence the wiflics of parliament had been defeated. On . the 
other hand, if it was from that gentleman's own fu^geftions 
he afted, he freely declared, that however prevalent it might 
be, from every fide of the Houfe, to beftow encomiums on 
him* he muft continue to think his toftdud extremely iie- 
preheftfible* and deferving of cenfure. His Lordfbip dif- 
claimed ..all perfonal connexion with ad mi nift ration. He 
faid he fupported them* becaufe he imagined and believed 
thern to be right. 

The Lord Camden. His Lordfhip faid he. would not enter Lord Csm- 
into the large field of difcuffion, Or collateral reafoning, ap- den. 
pHcable to the abftrufe and riietaphyfical diftindions necefla- 
ry to the inveftlgation of the omnipotence of parliament $ 
bat this be Would venture to aflert, that the natural right of 
mankind* and the immutable laftrs of jtfftice, werfe clearly in 
favour of the Americans. He obferVed that great ftrefs had 
been laid on the legiflative fuprfemacy of Great-Britain ; and, 
as far as ?he doftrine was directed to its proper obje£ks, it 
was a juft one 5 but it was no lefs true ih fa&, that confo* 
nant to all the reafoniftgs of all the fpecuktivfc Writers on go- 
vernment, that no man, 'either agrefeable to the trde princi- 
ples of natural or civil liberty, could be divefted of any jjart 
of his property without his own content. He pledged hiiri- 
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felf, at a proper time, to prove that the law of England did 
not give the right, claimed by parliament, to tax America* 
That no book or record exprefled fuch right ; that he could 
not tell where to look for it ; that he confulted law and hi- 
ftory, and his fearch was equally fruitlefs in both. In what 
king's reign, he aiked, could it be found ? Was it in the 
old times, before our colonies exifted ; or when ? He faid 
that in the time of Charles the Firft, when that great confti- 
tutional lawer Mr. Selden was prefled to declare on what 
legal grounds refiftance was juftifiable, he replied it was by 
the cuftom of England, and that was part of the law of the 
land. And concluded by referring to the works of Judge 
Black (tone, where avoiding to ftate the rule, when refiftance* 
is juftifiable, he lays down the Revolution as the only prece- 
dent ; but adds, though the various ctrcumftances and inci- 
dents, which may juftfy refiftance, cannot be j exactly defi- 
ned, it is plain, the people at large, who poffefs the original 
rights neceflary to their own happinefs and prefervation, have 
the fame right to recall it, whenever the power and authority^ 
thus delegated by them, has been abufed, and manifeftly em- 
ployed to their own ruin and deftru&ion. 
larl of The Earl of Chatham y in reply, obferved, that if the no- 
Cbatbam. \j\ c Lord near the table (Lord Lyttelton) who fuggefted, that 
the views of America were ultimately pointed to the defeat- 
ing the a& of navigation, and the other regulatory afts, fa 
wifely framed and calculated for that reciprocity of interefts* 
fo effentially neceflary to the grandeur and profperity of the 
whole empire, was right, there was no perfon prefent, how-* 
ever zealous, would be readier than himfelf, to refift and 
crufh any attempt of that nature in the firft inftance 5 but to 
come at any certain knowledge of their real fentiments, it 
would be proper firft to do them juftice ; to treat them like 
fubjeds, before they were condemned as aliens, or traitors. 
He faid, he entirely acquiefced in the fentiments of his noble 
friend (Lord Camden); that the prefect was not a fubjeft 
proper for nice, metaphyfical difcuffion ; that property was 
a Ample fubje&, diftind and unconnected with the varioufly 
complex ideas in which other queftions relative to policy 
were inevitably involved ; that he ftill remained, and ever 
fliould continue of opinion, that the right which God, and 
nature, and the conftitution, had given a Britifh fubjedt to 
his property, was invariably inalienable, without his own 
confent ; and that no power under Heaven could touch it 
without that confent, either implied, or exprefsly and direct- 
ly given. He treated the idea of taxation, being included in 
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legiflation, in the mod ludicrous terms. He contended, that 
they were two operations in our conftitution totally diftinft 
and foreign to each other ; that the latter plainly originated 
from the power veiled in the legiflative great council, tocon- 
troul, direft, and watch over the interefts of the whole fo- 
ciety, by way of regulation and coercion, for the common 
benefit, while the former was infeparably conne&ed with 
property, and muft for ever fuit itfelf to the true nature and 
difpoiition of property in general. 

Lord Vjfcount Town/bend defired feveral a£ts of his prefent Lord 
Majefty might be read. Hfc endeavoured to prove that fonae Townfltti* 
,of thern, were nearly connected with the a<9: of navigation 
pafled in the reign of Charles the Second. The refolutions 
#f the American congref$ condemning thofe adts, fhews, he 
faid, that the views of America are not confined to the redrefs 
of grievances, real or imaginary, but are immediately direct- 
ed to the total overthrow of that great Palladium of the Bri- 
tjffc commerce, the aft of navigation. The queftion, he 
faid, was not now barely a queftion of revenue; but whe- 
ther that great commercial fyftem, on which the ftrength and 
profperity of Great-JJritain, and the mutual interefts of both 
countries, vitally depended, fhould be deftroyed, in order to 
gratify the foolifhly ambitious temper of a turbulent ungrate- 
ful peopje. He contended ftfongly, if conceilions of that 
'nature were to be made, reftri&ions taken off, and trade al- 
lowed to flow, in what was called its natural channels, Ire- 
land, who helped to man our fleets and armies ; who had 
contributed fo generoufly and freely to the common fupport ; 
whfl had fo chearfuHy aflifted in alleviating our burthens 5 
jffzp much better entitled to it than America. 

The Earl of Radford was for firm and decifive meafures. Earl of 
To retreat, he infifted, was to be vanquifhed : and condemned Rocbfrrd, 
thofe who were for cqneeding at this critipal juncture. The 
unity of the Britifh empire fyould, in his opinion, fuperfede 
$yery inferior confideratiqn, becaufe on that its profperity, 
liability and external grandeur immediately depended. He 
difoi aimed, in the name of the King's minifters, all imputa- 
tions and infinuations thrown out by a noble Lord. He faid 
he believed the General was as little cenfurable as they were, 
and tha^ it was next to impoflible to decide on that gentleman's 
conduct at fo great a diftance, and without knowing the mo- 
tives that led to it. 

Earl Gower* Hp was well informed, that the language Earl Gower « 
now held by the Americans, was the language of the rabble 
gqd a few fa&ious leaders ; that the delegates at the con- 
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grefs, were far from expreffing the true fenfe of the refpe&a- 
ble part of their conftituents ; that in many places they were 
chofen by a kind o( force, in which the people of confequenee 
were afraid, unprotected as they were, to interpofe ; and 
where it was otherwife, they were borne down by fa£tion in 
Jbme inftances, and perverted by the moft falfe mifrepreferi- 
tations in others $ that taking it in either light, the meafures 
proper to be purfued by Great Britain were plain, and did 
not admit of the»leaft controverfy ; for either, fays his Lord- 
fliip, they are difpofed as I have now reprefented, or they are 
not : if they are, they deferve our utmoft -prote&ion ; if 
they are not, we fliould exert arid drain every nerve to make 
them fubmit, I have all along been of that opinion. I 
now avow it ; and be the event what it may, I never mean to 
fhrink or evade the confequences of an advice which I am 
proud to own. 
Marquis vof The Marquis of Rockingham obferved, that as miniftry had 
frcki*lbam. avowed an intention of fending out more troops to Bofton, 
and as that was a meafure totally repugnant to his plan of 
reconciliation, he was glad of an oportunity of refitting that 
mifchievous and dangerous defign of governing the colonies 
by force. He faid that the troops which had fo idly been fent 
thither,,were by their inftru£tions left in fodifgraceful a ftate, 
that he wiflied them recalled with the moft poflible difpatch 5 
and confequently he muft be averfe to the defigns adminiftra- 
tion entertained, of further expofing our troops to fhame and 
, difgrace ; and of courfe he joined the motion for the recall of 
the troops* He expreffed pretty ftrongly his adherence to his 
old opinion of the propriety of the declaratory aft, which hd 
feemed to confider as neceflary to the dominion of this coun- 
try, and no way hurtful to the freedom of' America ; but he 
• referved himfelf to a more proper feafon for^debating that 
principle, only infilling that the congrefs had exprefled no 
diffatisfa&ion with the declaratory act ; and be thought it 
needlefs to give them more than they defired. 
l>«keof The Duke of Richmond fupported Lord Chatham's ino- 
Jpisbmnd* tion with firmnefs, and anfyvered his stdverfaries with 
accuracy and precifion. He contrafted very happily the 
ftubbornefs of miniftry in refufing to have the leaft feeling 
for the mjferies and complaints of Britifh fubjefts, while they 
were all awake and full of attention to the moft arrogant 
expectations of foreign powers ; and then mentioned the faft 
ftated by Count de Guinea in his Memorial, that the English 
miniftry, in the queftipn of the Falkland Iflands, had agreed 
to difarni |irft« 
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, fhe Earl otRochford declared, that upon his honour and * tr * of 
fconfcience, he believed Count de Guinea innocent of the in* '" f 
famous charge laid agaihfthim i that as to difarming firft, the 
Count was miftaken j for thai long before. he [Lord Roch- 
ford] had made the propofal of difarming, be bad received a let- 
ter from Lord Harcourt, informing him, that the French had 
began to difarm j that the propofal he made about difarming, 
was to do it reciprocally, at a given time ; that the objeft of 
the armament being at an end, form was not neceflary as to 
the period of difarming, and more efpecialfy, as from all his 
advices from the King's minifters abroad, both the French . 
and Spaniards had firft began to difarm* 

[flerefome altercation enfued between bis Grace and the noble 
£arl 9 upon thefenfe in which that paffage of the Memorial Jhould 
be taken* The Memorial at length is printed in this work ; and 
the reader may find the paffage alluded to in pages 44 and \$*f 
the Memorial.] 

Lord Vifcodnt Weymouth, oppofed the motion ; was for Lord Vifc' 
fending troops to America : but held himfelf difengaged from * r a" IB, *«. 
to-operating with adminiftratlon, till he was fully acquainted 
with the whole train of meafures they propofed to adopt, di- 
gefted into one perfedt fyftem j adding, that in his prefent 
ftate of mind, and want of proper knowledge, he did not 
know if hefhould even be for augmenting the prefent military 
force under General Gage. 
^ This debate lafted till eight o'clock, when the houfe di? 
yided ; 18 contents, and 68 non -contents. 
The minority were, 
Dukes of Cumberland Earls Stanhope \ 

Richmond Spencer 

Portland Chatham 

Mancheftef Bifhop of Exeter 
Marquis of Rockingham Lords Camden / 

Earls Thanet Wycombe 

Abingdon Ponfonby 

Fitzwilliam Sondes 

Tankerville Grofvenor, 

February 1. 
The Earl q( Chatham. His Lordfhip began with remind- eu) of 
ing the Houfe, that the laft day he had the honour of im- Chatham 
parting his fcntiments to them, he had informed them, that 
with their 'indulgence he would fubmit certain proportions 
to their confideration, as a bafis for averting die dangers 
Which now threatened the BritiCh empire; and that in per- 
formance of his promife, he hadflcetched the outlines of a bill* 
yrhich he hoped would meet with the approbation of every, fide 
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of the Houfe. He proceeded to ftate the urgent neccflity of 
v fuch a plan, as, perhaps, a period of a few hours might fck 
ever defeat the poffibility of any fuch conciliatory interven- 
tion. He reprefented Great Britain and America as drawn 
vp in martial array, waiting forthefignal to engage in a con- 
teft, in' which it was little matter for whom viSory declared, 
as ruin and deftru&ion muft be the inevitable confequence to 
both parties. He wifhed, he faid, from a principle of duty 
and affe&ion, to a& the part of a mediator. He faid, how- 
ever, that no regard for popularity, no predelidion for his 
country, not the high efteem he entertained for America on 
one hand, nor the unalterable fteady regard he entertained 
for the dignity of Great Britain on the other, ftiould at all in- 
fluence his conduS ; for though he loved the Americans, as 
men prizing and fetting the juft value on that ineftirnable 
bleffing Liberty ; yet if he could once bring himfelf to be per- 
. fuaded, that they entertained the moft diftant intentions of 
throwing off the legi flat tve fupremacy .and great conftitutional 
1 fuperintending power and controul of the BritiCh legiflature, 

he ihould be the very perfon himfelf, who would be the firft 
and moft zealous mover, for fee wring and enforcing that power 
by every poffible exertion this country was capable of making. 
He recurred to his former arguments, orr the great conftitu- 
tional queftion of taxation and reprefentation ; inflfted they 
, were infeparable, and planted fo deeply in the vita! principles 
of the conftitution, as never te be torn up, without deftroying 
and pulling afunder every band of legal government and good 
faith, which formed the cement that united its feveral consti- 
tuent parts together. He entreated theafliftance of the Houfe 
to digeft the crude materials which he prefumed to now lay 
before it, and bring it and reduce it to that form, which was 
fuited to the dignity and the importance of the fubjedr, and 
to the great ends to which it was ultimately directed. He cal- 
led on them toexercife their candour on the prefent occafion, 
and deprecated the effe&s of party or prejudice, of fa&ious 
fpleen, or a blind predilection. He avowed himfelf to be ac- 
tuated by no narrow principle, or perfon al confideration what- 
ever j for though the prefent bill might be looked upon as a 
bill of cohceffion, it was impoffible but to confefs at the fame 
time, that it was a bill of affertion. 
The following is an authentic copy of the propofed bill* 
* c A prdvifional ad for fettling the troubles iri America, 
and for aflerting the fupreme initiative authority and fu- 
perintending power of Great Britain over the colonies. 

" Whereas, by an Aft 6 Geo. III. it is declared, that 
Parliament has full power, and authority to jnafce laws and 

<- ftatute* 



Digitized by 



Google 



A- 177* - ~D E BATES, 19 

ftatutes to bind the people of the colonies, in all cafes whatfo- 
ever. And whereas reiterated complaints and moft dangerous 
diforders have grown, touching the right of taxation claimed 
and exercifed over America 5 to the difturbanceof peace and 
good order there, and to the a&ual interruption of th^ due 
intercourfe from Great Britain and Ireland to the colonies ; 
deeply affe&ing the navigation, trade and manufadures of this 
kingdom, and of Ireland, and announcing farther an interrup- 
tion of all exports from the faid colonies to Great Britain, Ire- 
land, and the Britifh iflarids in America. Now for the preven- 
tion of thefe ruinous mifchiefs, and in order to an Equitable, 
honorable arjd lafting fettlement of claims not fufficiently afcer- 
tairjed and circumfcribed. May it pleafe your moft excellent 
Majefty, that it may be declared, and be it declared, by the 
King's moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice ano con- 
tent of the Lords fpiritual gnd temporal* and Commons in this 
prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, 
that the colonies of America have been, are, and of right ought 
to be, dependent upon the imperial crown of Great Britain, and 
fubordinate unto the Britifh Parliament ; and that the King's 
moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent 
of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aflembled, had, h^th, and of right ought to have, full 
porter and authority to make laws and ftatutes of fufficient 
force and validity to bind the people of the Britifh colonies 
in America, in all matters touching the general weal of the 
whole dominion of the imperial crown of Qreat Britain, and 
beyond the competency of the local reprefentatiye of a diftinft 
colony ; and moft efpecially an indubitable and indl(]>enfible 
right to make and ordatin laws for regulating navigation and 
trade throughout the complicated fyftem of Britifh ' c6n*» 
merce ; the deep policy offuch prudent a&s upholding' the 
guardian navy of the whole Britifh empire : and that all fub- 
je£fcs in the colonies are bound in duty and allegiance duly to 
recognize and obey (and they are hereby required fo to do) 
the fupreme Jegiflative authority and fuperintending power of 
the Parliament of Great Britain, as aforefaid. And whereas, 
in a petition from America to his Majefty, it has been repre- 
sented, that the keeping a {landing army within any of the 
colonies, in time or peace, without confent of the refpe£Hve 
provincial aflembly there, is againft law : be it declared by the 
King's moft excellent Majefty* by and with the advice and 
confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons in 
this prefent Parliament aflembled, that the declaration of right, 
at tie ever glorious Revolution, namely, " that tb$ raifing 

* Pa ' ■ " i<?»4 . 
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? c and keeping a ftanding army within the kingdom, in time 
" of peace, unlefs it be by content of Parliament, is againffc 
" law," having reference only to the content of the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, the legal,' constitutional, and hi- 
therto unqueftioned prerogative of the crown, to fend any 
part of fuch army, fo lawfully kept, to any of the JJritifh jdo- 
minions and poffeflions, whether in America or elfewhere,' 
as his Majefty, in the due care pf his fubje&s, may judge 
beceflary for the fecurity and protection of the fame, can- 
not be rendered dependent upon the confer^ of a pro- 
vincial aijembly in tlje colonies, without a moft dangerous 
innovation and derogation from the dignity of the imperial 
crown of Great Britain. ' Neverthelefs, in order to quiet an4 
difpel groundlefs jealoufies arid fears, be it hereby declared^ 
that no military force, however ralfed and kept according td 
law, can ever be lawfully employed to violate and deftroy thq 
juft rights of the people. 

, " Moreoyer, in ortler tjt> remove for ever, all caufes of 
pernicious difeords, and in due contemplation of the vaft 
increafe of poflelfions and population in the colonies ; and 
having at heart to render the condition of fo great a body of 
induftripus fubje&s there, more ana* more happy, by the fa- 
crcdnefs of property, and of perfonal liberty j and of more 
extenftve and lafting utility to the parent -kingdom, k by in* 
diflblubte ties pf mutual affe&ion, confidence, trade and reci- 
procal benefits ; , be it declared jand enacted by the King's? 
, moft excellent Majefty, by and witfy the advice and confent 
of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons ip this pre- 
jfent Parliament affembled ; and it is hereby declared ancl 
- jenaded, by the authority of the fame, fhatnp tallage,, tax^ 
or other charge for his Majefty's revenue, fhalj \>e command- 
» cd or levied from Britifh freemen in * America, without com- 

mon consent, by a& of provincial atfembjy there, duly cOn- 
vened for that purpofe. 1 And it is hereby further declared 
A and ena&ed, by the King's moft excellent Majefty, by and 
with fhe advipe and spnfejit x Qf ' ffie 'Lords fpiritual 
suid temporal, and Cpmipons'in this prefent Parliament: 
aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that ' it fhall 
and may be lawful for delegates from/ the refpeftiye provin- 
ces, lately aflembled at Philadelphia^ to meet ip general con* 
grefs at the faid Philadelphia, on the ninth day of May next 
enfuing, in order then and there to' take into confideration 
the making due recognition of the fupreme legiflative au- 
thority and fuperintendipg power of Parliament over the co- 
Ivnip, as aforefaid. And moreover, may it pleafe your 
V ' "■"'" * ' " ; - mo^| 
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moft excellent Kf ajefty, that the faid delegates tp be in cotj? 
grefs affembled in mariner afbrefaid, ja}ty be required, aricf 
the fame are hereby required, by the JCrftg's Majefty fitting r 
in his Parliament, to take into confideration, (oyer arid abbve 
the ufual charge for fiipporfc of civil government in the re- 
fpeaive colonies) the rriaking a free grant to the l£ing, hif 
heirs arid fucceffors, bf £. certain perpetual revWue, fjuibjeft 
to the difyofition of the Jjrrtrfh Parliament, to be by them 
appropriated, as thfeyih tt'etr wi(3om i^all judge #'t, to the 
alleviation of tlte ^atiori^l debt : no>dbiibt peitig had, but 
thej^ft, free |id Will be rn frith honourable proportion, as 
may feem meet and b'ecbmiiijg froth )great and floarilMrrg co-1 
jonies towards a parent-Country, labouring under the heavi- 
ieft burthens, (w^ith in no inconfideiabfe part) have been wil- 
lingly taken u"pon otfrfelVes and pofterity, for thfe defends 
extenfion and piWgerity of the colonies, 

« And to this great lend, be it farther hereby declared ani 
fena&etf, that the gendral congrds (to ineet at HiiJadidphia as 
aforefaid)lhall be and is hereby atithorifed and impQwenrf,fthe 
Relegates com^ofing thefamte qeingfitft fufficiently furnifhej, 
With powers from their refpeftiye provinces for this pftrpbfej 
to adjuft and $x the repartitions a^dtjirotas of theleveral 
f harges to be borne by each province refpe&iveTy, towards 
the general contributory fupply; and this in fuch fair 
and equitable meafitfe as may beft fuit the abilities and 
due convenience of all* provided always, that the pow- 
ers for fixing the faid quotas, hereby given to the delegate* 
from the old provinces compofing the cottgrefs* {hall not ex- 
pend to the hew provinces of : Eaft and Weft Florida, <5eor- 
gra, ; rfova Scotia, §t, JohnVand Canada;' the crrcamftan- 
ces and abilities of the faid provinces being referved for (Tic 
wifdom of Parliament in their due time, - And in order to 
afford neceflary titiie for mature deliberation in America, be 
it hereby declared,' that the provifiotis for ascertaining and 
fixing the exercife of the right of taxation in the colonies, 
as agreed aiid e^prefled by this prefent aft, (hall not be in 
force,' or have any operation, u'ntil the delegates to be In 
congrels aflembled, fufficiently autho'rifed aniempowered by 
their refpedtive provinces to this end, fhall, as an indifpen- 
libl^. condition, have duly recognized the fupreme legifla- 
tive authority and fuperin ten ding power of the Parliament df 
Great-Britain over the colonies, as afbrefaid. Always un- 
derftood, that a free grant of an aid as here- before require! 
and expected from the colonies, is not to be confidered as a 
condition of redreTs : but as a juft-teftimeny of their affec- 
UOft, -And whereas divers ads of Parliament have been hum- 
' ' My T 
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fcly reprefented in a petition to, his Majefty from America, 
to have been found grievous, in whole or in part, tathe fub- 
je&s of the colonies, be it hereby declared, by the King's 
jnoft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent 
of the Lords fpiritual ana temporal, and Commons in this 
prcfent Parliament afTembled, and by the authority of the 
fame, that the powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty 
courts in America, {hall be reftrained within their ancient 
limits, and the trial l>y jury, in all civil cafes, where the 
fame may have been aboliflied, reftored ; and that no fubjeffc 
in America {hall, in capital cafes, be liable to be indi&ed and 
tried for the fame, in any place out of the province, where- 
in fuch offence {hall be alledged to have been committed ; 
jtor be deprived of a trial of his peers of the vicinage : nor 
ihall it be lawful to fend perfons indifted for murder, in any 
province of America, to another colony, or to Great-Bri- 
tain* for trial. And it is hereby declared and enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid^ that all and every the fame a6ts, or Cq 
much thereof as are reprefented to have been found grievous, 
namely, the feveraladsof the 4 Geo. Ill, ch. 15, andch. 
34 9 S G eo - HI. ch. 25 ; 6 Geo. IIL ch. 551 ; 7 Geo. III. 
ch. 41, and ch. 46; 8 Geo. III. ch. 22; 12 Geo. III. ch* 
94 ; with the three a£b,.for flopping the port and blocking 
up the harbour of Bpfton, for altering the charter and govern-* 
ment of Mafiachufet* Bay, and that entitled, "An aft for 
** the better adminiftration of ju(tjce f &p." Alfo, the a£fc 
for regulating the government of Quebec, and the aft, pafled 
in the fame fcffion, relating to the quarters of foldiers, {hall 
be, and are hereby fufpended, and not to have efFed or exe- 
cution, from t}ie date of this ad. And be it moreover here- 
by declared and ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, that all 
and every the before-recited afts, or, the parts thereof com- 
plained of, {hall be, and are, in virtue of this prefent a£t, 
finally repealed and annulled, from the day that the due re- 
cognition of the fupreme legiflative authority and fuperin- 
fending power of Parliament over the colonies, {hall have, 
fceen made on the part of the faid colonies* 

* c And for the better fecuring due and impartial admin}- 
ftration of junMce in the colonies, be it declared and enacted, 
by the Ring's moft excellent Majefty,,by and with the adviqe 
and confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Com* 
inons in this prefent Parliament afTembled, that his Majefty *s 
judges in courts of law in the colonies in America, to be ap- 
pointed with falaries by the crown, ihall hold their offices a;\d 
jMW*$ *3 bis Majefty's judges in England, ^uam diu ft bene 
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jpfftrint. And it is hereby farther declared, by the authority 
afore&icf, that the colonies in America are juftly entitled to 
the priveleges, franchifes and immunities granted by the fe- 
vera) charters or conftitutions, and that the faid charters, or 
conftitutions ought not to be invaded or refumed, unlefs fot 
mifufer, or fome legal ground of forfeiture. So {hall true 
reconcilement avert impending calamities, and this moft fo- 
lemn national accord between Great*- Britain and her colonies, 
ftand an everlafting monument of clemency and magnanimity 
in the benignant Father of his People; of wifdom and mo* 
deration in this great nation, famed for humanity as for va- 
lour ; and of fidelity and grateful afTe&ion from brave and 
loyal colonies to their parent-kingdom, which will ever pro- 
ted and cherifh them." 

The Earl of Z>*r/w»f A obferved, that the bill took in fuchEar! rf 
a variety of matter, it was impoffible for him to pronounce D ^ rtm nt bm 
any certain opinion concerning its propriety ; and as th^ no- 
ble Earl who J>refented ■ it did not feem willing to prefs the 
Houfe to any immediate decifion, but appeared rather defi- 
rous that itfhould be maturely and fully confidered, he fup- 
pofed it would be quite agreeable. to him, that the bill fhould 
he on the table till the papers referred by his Majefty were 
firft taken into confideration ; if fo, be had no objection to 
the bill being received on thofe terms. 

The Earl of Sandwich rofe, and inftantly changed this ap- Earl «f 
pearanee of conceffion on the part of adminiftration : he infift- SaaJwu^ 
ed that to concede was at once to giye up the point ; that he 
was well afTured America had already formed the moft traiter- 
ous and hoftile intentions ; that the laft difpatches brought 
over an account, that they had already attacked and taken 
one of the King's forts, and had feized the King's ftores and 
amunitionto employ them againft him, which, if any thing - 
could be deemed rebellion, it was plain this was. . He highly 
condemned the mode of bringing this bill forward, and every 
circumftance attending it; and obferved, with nofmall degree 
of warmth, that it was no lefs unparliamentary than unpre- 
cedented. He faid it was impoffible, on fo fliort a notice, to 
determine on a matter of fuch lingular importance, fo exten- 
sive in its obje&s, and fo novel in its introduction. As to 
the ftale pretention of preferving our commercial interefts, 
that device could impofe on none but thofe who were wil- 
fully blind, and who were refolved to contradict the plain eft 
evidence of fa£ts, and (hut their eyes againft reafon and com- 
mon fenfe ; for it was clear the Americans were not difputing 
about words, but realities, it was to free themfslves frpm the 
$ leftridlicn* 
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rcftriflions laid on their commerce, that was the principal mo- 
tive for their prefent obedience ; it was not the tea they really 
ohjeded, for if they could procure it from any other plac^ 
but Britain, they would be well pJeafed, of which he had the 
mod undeniable proof in his pocket, in authentic letters in- 
forming him, that there were (hips now lading'at Amfterdam, 
Port L'Orient, and Havre de Grace, with various forts of 
JEaft-India and European commodities, intended for. certain 
parts of the continent bf North America. Hislordfhip therefore 
moved, That the bill fhould be reje&ed in the firft inftance, 
ImtLj&t- The Lord Lyitelton fet out with the higheft encomitims ort 
m the great abilities and high political knowledge of the hoble 

Earl who framed the biU. lie faid his knowledge was as ex* 
tenfive as his intentions were good and great ; that in the 
moft trying fituations, when the nation was reduced nearly 
to defperation and defpair, he ftood forth alone, on the great 
dangerous ocean of politics, and refcued the nation from the 
N impending «ruin which was fufpended over its head; For 

j thefe reafons, as well as the particular merit of the propofitiort 

now made,* he thought both the mover and the matter de- % 
ferved a more favourable reception. He faid though he could 
not probably agree with the noble Earl in many of his ideas, 
particularly relative to &e repeal of the Quebec bill, which 
was included in thofe mentioned in the petition of rights to 
the King, he muft ftill continue to think it was extremely 
improper to at once tejed and put a negative on a, propor- 
tion, which carried on the face of it a plan of reconciliation" $ 
and .made an opening for changing negotiation for the fword. 

% He avowed his former fentiments refpefiing the fupremacy of 

the Britifh Parliament ; but would gladly enjoy all the fub- 
ftantial fruits of that fupremacy, in the way of obedience 
and fubmiffion, in preference to wrefting them by force and 
violence. His Lordfhip then proceeded to^animadvert on the 
conduit of adminiftration, on their manifeft mifcondu& re- 
ipe&ing the infufficiency of the force fent to Bofton ; but 
was called to order by the Earl of Sandwich $ who was al- 
io called to order, by the Duke of Richmond. His Grace 
infifted, Lord Lyttefton ought not to have been interrupted. 
Lord Lyttelton concluded with a fimilc drawn from the Ro- 
man hiftory, where a General in the time of Auguftus be- 
ing fent with a force againft the Germans, not adequate to? 
the fervice, the General with all his army were .unhappily 
rut off. When Auguftus heard of it, his obfervation was, 
tfiat fuch a force fhould have been fent as would have enfurcd 
Juccefs, 
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The Lord Wytomhe* (Earl of ShelburnejL difclaimed $eBarl of. 
leafi kriowjedge of the contents of the bill till it was Sbdhne. 
read by the clerk. He. was extremely animated, and ' 
painted^ in the ftrorigeft colours, the probable confequences 
of pufhing matters to extremities. A ruined commerce, 
irarving: manufacturers, 4 encreafed taxes, heavy ., poor-rates, 
fents fallen, an exKau.fted . exchequer, arid a ..diminifhed re- 
venue, were fome of the firft effects tie predicted, that would 
inevitably follow from adopting the, meafures of . admini- 
ftratiorl. His Lordfhip proceeded to take notice of ano T 
ther matter which had been hitKerfo overlooked, but. which 
deferred the molt feribus corifiderarioji. . t It was well known, 
he faid, the yaft fupplics of bread corn brought into this 
Kingdom frdm America^ would now of courfe be (topped ; 
and that again #ou!d add to all our other accumulated mif- 
for tunes, riots and tumults i of the moft: alarming and dan- 
gerous nature. People muft eat, and it would be impoflible 
to reconcile them to meafures which would at once cut tberri 
djflF from procuring the neceflaries of life ? unlefs at a. moft ex- 
orbitant a'nd advanced price, and trie means of purchafing; 
them almdft at any price. He ventured, he faid. to fpeak 
with the more confidence or wftat might be juftly dreaded oni 
this occafion, becaufe, when only one part of the cafe exif- 
ted, a fcarcity of grain in the year 1766, when he had the 
honour of acting as one of his Majefty's fecretaries of ftate, ' 
Ke well rerhembeced trie dreadful alarms fhat were fpread on ' 
account of the rifings and tumultuous meetings in almofl: 
every part of the kingdom. One day an exprefs arrived 
from Norwich, another from the. inland counties, to whichi 
troops Were fent to quell the rioters ; the next day, one froni 
Southampton arid the weflern counties, and a fourth fromi 
Chefter arid the North". I would have thefe things materi-, 
ally confidered and weighed, fays his Lordfhip. All the 
troops now in Great- Britain and Ireland would fcafcely fuf- 
fice to put the prbpofed meafures in execution. Think theri 
in time ; Ireland naked and defencelefs, England in an up- 
roar from one end to the other for want of bread, arid defti- 
tute of employment. Befides all this, is there, then, a noble 
Lord in admlniftratioh who will rife and tell trie, that he feri- 
oufly thinks, the powers of Europe, particularly thofe whofe 
commercial ihterefts and naval power clafli with ours, will 
fit totally unconcerned* arid flip fo favourable an opportunity! 
of Humbling that power, and hurting thofe interefts ? lean- 
not believe there is; Perhaps adminiftration trufts to the aflu- f 
ranees of their inveterate enemies and falfe friends j if they 
do, all 1 will add is, that- 1 firicerely pity them* 
1 Vol. II. E The 
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Duke of * he t)uke of Grafton complained feverely of the very 
Grafm. unparliamentary manner the noble Earl had harried the bill 
into the Houfe ; he faid, he had th« honour of fitting there 
longer than the noble Earl, and within his knowledge or re- 
tblleflion he could fafely affirm, he never remembered ano- 
ther inftance of the kind. For his part, he was aftonifhed r 
how any matter fo important in its nature, fo extettfive in its 
confequences, and direded to fuch a variety of obje&s, each 
of them worthy of a feparate confideration, could be thus 
brought forwa/d together, and in fuch a manner* In his 
opinion the matter would have been laid before the Houfe, 
in feparate proportions, each of which fliould be fingly difcuf- 
v fed $ as leading to one great comprehenfive fyftem. His own 
opinion refpe&tng the general queftion, was, he faid, per- 
haps'diSerent from that entertained by either party. Whea 
the day arrived, and that it came before the Houfe regularly, 
and in a proper mode, he fhould declare it freely and open!/ 
% without referve or predilection for the fentiments of any fet 
of men ; but when he confidered the manner of introducing 
it, and the tmmenfe mafs of matter it contained, however 
kighly he might eftimate the talents of the noble framef, or 
great a perfonal regard he might entertain for him, he muft 
agree with the noble Earl who moved the amendment, and 
cpnfequently be for reje&ing the bill in the firft inftance. 
ImIGo&ct. E ar l Gowerrok'm a great heat, and condemned the bill 
in the warmeft terms. lie contended, that it fell in with the 
ideas of America in almoft every particular, and held out 
no one fecurity $ that although we Ihould be bafe and daf- 
tardly enough to betray the rights of the Parliament of Great- 
; Britain, that America would agree to fuch* parts of it as the 
noble Lord feemed to point out as matters of fubmiffion or 
conceffion; but above all, it not only fancTifies the traite- 
rous proceeding of the congrefs already held, but further le- 
galizes it, by ordaining that another fixalr be held on the 9th 
of Majr next. He then endeavoured to prove that fufpending 
the a£ts mentioned in the Vil!,would be toevery fubftantialpur-* 
j s pofe an aftual repeal. He defended thofe afis one after another ; 

; and infifted, that the a£t of navigation would be of no avail, 

would be no more than a dead letter, if the laws for eftablifl*- 
ittg the admiralty courts were repealed ; for to talk of laws 
for reftri£fcing and regulating their commerce, without the 
r means for enforcing and executing them, • was a mere moc- 

f kery of reafoii and common fenfe. He next launched into 

great encomiums on the Quebec bill; fpoke much of its le- 
l rtitjr, tooderatio^juftice and policy j faid it was ft meafure 
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nb lefs founded in wifdom andjuftice, than its apparent po- 
licy, confidering th6 rebellious temper of the colonies, was 
properly directed. He repeated what he had advanced on a 
former occafion, that thofe of the beft characters and great-' 
eft property throughout the colonies, were well inclined to 
obedience and fubmiflkrn to the mother country, that all they 
wanted to manifeft their zeal and attachment was to be pro* 
te&ed ; that were it otherwife, Great-Britain was called up- 
on by every tie of intereft, every motive of dignity, and eve- 
ry principle of good government, to aflert its legiflative fu- 
premacy entire and undiminiflied. He avowed his advifing 
every meafure hitherto taken again ft them, faid he did not 
mean to fcreen himfelf from any confequence whatever, but 
was prepared for the worft, and ready to face the block in fuel* 
a caufe. He obferved.that the noble Earl who framed the bill, 
feemed to entertain the higheft opinion of the prowefs pf the 
Americans, and to lament greatly the cruelty and injyrftice of 
fending a military force againft them ; yet he remembered the 
tfme the noble Earl entertained very different fentiments oh aft 
occafion of infinitely lefs provocation,when he ad vifed their porta 
to be filled with mips of war, and their towns with foldiersj 
adding, that an Enfign, with a few regiments, would reduce 
them to inftant obedience. 

Here he was interrupted by the? Earl of Chatham, who Earl «f 
called on him to name the time and place. Earl Gower Cfrttom, 
was proceeding, but was again called on to fpecify the 
time and place; on which he faid, it was in a debate in the 
other Houfe. The Earl of Chatham condemned fuch a pro* 
cedure in very fevere terms, faid it was not decent or parlia- 
mentary, to mention words fpoken out of the Houfe ; or if 
it were, to advert to fome particular expreffions, which could 
not be underftood without referring them to the Qtber parts 
of the fpeech j and in fa&, that the noble Earl ww miftaken,' 
for no fuch expreffions had ever fallen from him, as he knew 
too well, by his acquaintance with the force employed du- 
ring the late war in America, which was not lefs than 40,000 
men, that an Enfign with a few regiments, could not reduce 
Bricifh America, when the part poflefled by France of that 
continent, which was not a third of the former, employed fo 
great a force for full five years, under the command of one 
pf the ableft Generals in Europe (Sir Jeffery ^Vmherft.) 

This altercation being fiqiflied, Earl Gower , declared in the zitlGow^ 
mod unreferved terms, for reducing the Americanstofubmif- 
fion, gave his hearty concurrence to the Earl of Sandwich's 
jUBeadmeftf, 
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Lord Cam- "The Lord Camden argued the matter generally, and chal 
dm ? lenged adminiftration to a- full difostfion of every feparate pro- 
pofition,'. He could anfwer for himfelf, he dared fay he could 
anfwer' for' every noble lord on the fame fide, that they ne- 
ver iriearit'to confider fo as to decide on the fubje& matter ir$ 
tlffis ftage of the bufiriefs.' It was not |je was certain ever 
Jritended. ' I am not,' fays his Lqrdmjp, by any means pre- 
pared to (peak fully to any one material par$ of it ;' but if, 
M is 'always ufual on fuch occafionS, they are determined to 
confider it and to Writer into a candid examination, I here 
jjedge royfelf to prove every leading pfopofition on which 
the * bill n re'fts, particularly the main one,' which in a greai 
meafure includes all the reft, the remind ing'the declaratory 
laV averting, that the Britijfh parliament can bind the colo- 
nies in all cafes whatsoever. On'thar. ground I am ready to 
meet my ahtagonifts ; and if that argument falls,' they muft,' 
it is evident, give way.'' I will maintain the negative on the 
great princi'pFes. of theJaw arid the conftitution, and prove m 
that in no oneftage of thecoriftitution, were taxation and re- 
pjxfentati op" ever* feparatefdj and that even in cafe of the 
tfbynty Palatines, the very arguments deduced from the ex- 
treme of* taxing them before tKeyVere re^refented, will in- 
controvertible demonftra(e, that legiflation 'and taxation are 
jieitfter coextehfive nor coequal'. • • '• < : " "' ' • • 

The Earl of Chatham replied tothefeveral obi e& ions which 
HfelJ from the members of adminiftrafion : he defcanted with 
^ual humouf and feverity upon the very extraordinary logic 
employed by the noble Duke, his quondam colleague in office, 
and very'humblefervant. 'The noble Duke, fays ty's" Lord- 1 
Oiip is extremely angrjf with line, that! did not previoufly 
cohfijltf fiimo^thebrirfgingln^tlie prefent'bill : I would alk 
fheno^Ie'Duke, Hoes He cbnftilfc me ? or do 1 defire to be 







tain he could not be feflous', if he Vave himfelf a miriute to*'' 
confider how the Cafe really (tands, Herfc we are told that* 
America is in aftate of actual rebellion, and we are n<iwgot 
to the ift of February^ and no one flep is taken to crufh this 
fiippofed rebellion': Yet, fuch being the cafe, 1 am charged 
with hurrying matters ; but whether" rriy dondu'iSr. may be 
more juftly charged with hurrying this biifihefs into, or his 
Grace with hurrying it 1 out of the Houfe, I" believe requires 
fto great depth of penetra'tiofl to difcover. 'As to the other 
general objections, I prefume it will be recollecled, " that the" 
aft day I fubmitted the proportion about withdrawing the 

troops^ 
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troops, 1 then gave notice that I would prefect, in a fewday* t 
a plan of general reconciliation. — Eleyen days have finpe 
clapfed, and nothing has been offered by the King's feryants. 
tJnder fuch circumftances of emergency on one fide, whei| 
perhaps a fingle day may determine the fate of this great em- 
pire 5 and fuch a (hameful negligence, total inattention, and 
want of 1 ability on the other, what was to be done? No 
ptb^r alternative, in my opinion, remained, {>ut either to 
abandpn the interefts of my country, and rel inqutfh my du«r 
ty, or to propofe fjpme plan, wh^n niiniftry, by their ina&ioa 
and filence, owned themfelves incapable of proppfipg any. 
But even now' let them fpeak out, and tell me, that they have 
a plan to lay before uY, and! will give tl^etn an example of 
Candour they are by no mean? deferving of^'by inftantljr 
Withdrawing the prefcnt t>ill. The indecent attempt to ftiflq 
this 1 meaty re in embrio may promife confequences the very 
reverie of what I am certain will be the cafe. The friend^ 
of the preftnt amendment may flatter themfelves, that the; 
contents of the bill wilf fink into (jjfmce, and be forgotten, 
but I believe they will find the contrary. This bill, though 
rejected here, will make ifs way tp the public, to the nation* 
|o the remoteft wilds of America ; it will, in fuch a courfc 
undergo a deal of cool obfervation anfTinveftigation j ana 
whatever its merits or demerits may be, ij* 'will rife or fall 
by them alone; it will, I truft, remain a rqonurrient <*f my 
poor endeavours iq ferye my country j and, however faulty 
or defe£tiye^ will at leajt manifeft how jealous t tave been 
to avert thofe impending ftorms which feem ready to ourft bij 
It, and forever overwhelm it in ruin. Yet, when I confide* 
{he whole cafe as it lies before me, I am not much aftonifhed | 
I am not furprifed, that men who hate liberty fliould dWfl; 
thofe that prize it ; or that thofe who want virtue themfelves* 
fhould endeavour to profecute thofe wnb pofiefs it. Were I 
iifpofed to purfyc this theme' to the extent that truth wouhj 
fully bear me out in, I could demohftrate, that the whole 
if your political conduct has been one continued (erics of 
weaknefs, temerity, defpotifm, ignorance, futility, negli- 
gence, blundering* and the moft notorious (ervility, incapa- 
city, and corruption. On reconfideratioh, I muft allow you 
one merit, a" ftricY attention to your own interefts ; in that 
view, you appear found ftatefmen, and aj>le politicians. You 
well know, if the prefent meafufe Ihould prevail, that you 
muft inftantly relinquish your places, I doubt much, whe- 
ther you will be able to keep them on any terms : but fure 
lam, that fuch is your well-known characters and abilities, 
any plan of i*<w*cilUtion, however moderate, wife, and fea- 
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fible, muft fail in your hands. Such then being your preca- 
rious fituations, who can wonder that you fhould put a nega- 
tive on any meafure which muft annihilate your power, de- 
prive you of your emoluments, and at once reduce you to 
that ftate of infignificance, for which God and nature de- 
figned you ? 
EviCtaw. The Earl Gower anfiy/ered, with ftrong marks of refent- 
ment. 'fie faid, let the bill makeits way where it might, 
he was ready, to abide the confequences ; that he did 
not doubt but fufficient induftry would, be exerted to cir- 
culate Its contents ; and that however zealous fome perfons 
might be to inflame the people both here and in America, it 
fhould have not the leaft effefton his conduct. He was de- 
termined to adhere to the true interefts of his country and the . 
dignity of parliament , and to ftand with them to the laft* 
orperifhin the ruins; nor fhould the terrors of the block 
itfelf oblige him to change his purpofe. As to the general 
charges thrown out againft adminiftration by the noble Earl, 
it was time enough to anfwer them, when he pointed them 
in fufch a manner as, to call for defence or explanation ; that 
till then they were unworthy of reply, as the perfons inclu- 
ded in fuch a cenfufe only fnared the fate of all other admi- 
fliftrations he ever remembered, fince his firft knowledge of 
public bufinefs, his Lordfhip having uniformly condemned 
them, though he afterwards thought proper to a& with their 
authors ; and if the noble Earl's age did not ftand in the way, 
he had no doubt but that, on the prefent occafion, his Lord- 
fhip would give one more proof of his change of fentiment, 
by warmly efpoufing the very meafures he now fo loudly 
condemned. 
3*rl of The Eari-of HWJborough was fevere on the noble framer of 
fWl/borouZb the bill. He fpoke fully on legiflation, as involving in it 
every poflible power and exercjfe of civil government. He 
.contended, that his Lord (hip's computation of the numbers 
in America, who were ready to difpute the fupremacy of par- 
liament, was extremely erroneous i that if that country con- 
tained three millions of people, he would be bold to fay, 
from his own certain knowledge of their temper and difpofi- 
fion, that one third at leaft were willing^to fubmit to the 
Parliament of Great-Britain $ that out or the remainder, the 
women, children, and old men, could npt be deemed fit to 
bear arms $ fo that the noble Earl's fa£t$ were no lefs erro 7 
. neous than his arguments, when fce faid, that three millions 
pf men, with arms in their bands, would never confent to be 
taxed by the legislature of this country. He next endeavour 
red to corred a miftake pf the fame fiobje Earl, where he 
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aflerted^ that French America took 40,000 men to reduce 
it ; being fatisfied, he faid, that at no one time was there 
above 12,000 regular troops employed on that fervice. He 
next defended the declaratory law, out infifted, that it con- 
ferred no new right, for if it had been never paffed, the le- 
giflative fupremacy of Parliament would have remained the 
fame. And concluded with holding out the favourable difpo- 
fition of ad mi nift ration towards the colonies, when they ma- 
nifefted a fuitable temper on their part, which could never be 
till they fubmitted to the great conftitutional claims of the 
Britiih legiflature. 

The Duke of Richmond took a comprehenfive vie# of the Duke or 
queftion at large. He examined the bills mentioned in the ***—*> 
claim of rights, one by one, and fhewed with great ability 
the foundations on which they retted. He dwelt particu- 
larly on the ads for eftablifhing courts of admiralty, and for 
altering the charter of the Maflachufets Bay. He faid, the 
former erefted a jurifdiftion, the judges of which were in- 
terefted in the dedfion 5 and the latter, under the colour of 
constituting juries, on the plan of thofe in England, lodged 
the power ox fele&ing perfons fit to ferve, in an officer called 
a Sheriff, it is true, but "an officer, at the fame time, as lit- 
tle known in our conftitution as any Turkilh or Ruffian 
magiftrate. An Englifli fheriff, being irremovable by any 
power under Heaven, but for malverfation in his office, while 
a fheriff in the province of Maflachufets Bay is to be remov- 
able by his Majefty, his governor, or deputy governor : by 
which means, the executive power has virtually- the appoint* 
> n g of juries, and confequently the lives, fortunes, and pef- 
fonal liberty of the ftibjefts of that province totally at their 
difpofal and mercy j 'a ftate of fubjugation, he hoped, rio 
Englifhman wouldever be fo mean, flavilh, or fervile to fub- 
mit to. He then infifted that the adminrftration had uni-' 
formly, for a number of years back, endeavoured to deceive 
the colonies; that they had fo repeatedly violated therr moft 
folemn promifes, that all confidence Was at an end : that 
out of numberlefs inftances he fliould only feleft one, which ' 
was the letter written by the very noble Earl himfelf, (Earl 
of Hillfborough) accompanying the revenue aft,* wherein he 
pledged hinifelf, by the moft folemn alTurances, that they- 
Vere mere matter of form, and were meant to be immedi- 
ately repealed, being intended as a nominal affertion of the 
declaratory law paffed in 1766. [Here his Grace was called 
to ofder by the Earl of Hilnborough, who infifted, that the 
psomfk contained in theletterwfcs not broke, ilfe Graee 
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contended it was, and faid he would appeal to the letfer it- 
x lelf* which he defired might be read. It was not however 
read J His Grace, proceeded to recount the particulars rela- 
tive to that tranfadtion; now the duties on paper, painters co- 
- lours* and glafs were repealled, iri a pretended performance 
of thatpromife, while that on tea, thecaufe of all jthe pre- 
fent confufions, was continued. He then, turned to' the 
avowed firmnefs of a noble Eari, high in office, (Earl Go- 
wer) who feemed fo willing to Court danger, to face the block, 
and fall with the ruins tff the conftitutiohj or triumph in its 
conditional maintenance. lie comforted the noble Earl 
with the ftrongeft aflurances of his being in 1 rid danger - for 
it was eafily avoided, by only at a convenient time altering 
his opinion ; to prove which, he wduld take the liberty of 
adverting to a particular fa&, which came within his own 
knowledge. And then he jocularly obferved, that however 
fmall the minority may appear on the prefent queftoh, he had 
feen as fmall hourly increafe till it became the majority 5 and 
then told the following anecdote, which happened when Lord 
Bute was at the head of the treafury, to prove it : ** I re- 
member fays his Grace, at that period, a bill was brought in- 
to this Houfe to prevent the members from being fcreened 
from their debts ;— I heartily acceded to this bill upon prin- 
ciple, and had the honour of being joined by the noble Lord 
then at the head of treafury. On the diviiion the noes as 
ufual went below the bar; when, miffing their leader, they 
• turned fhort, and were much furprifed to fee him on the other 
fide." The fete Charles Townfhend remarked upon this 5 
circumftance, that he would hold two to one, in lefs than d 
year thofe very members who divided againft him, would 
creep under the table to join him. Had he been taken up 
he would have won bis wager. He next reminded the no- 
ble Earl (Earl Gower) of a circumftance of his docility * 
* which came more directly home to him, as being per fonally 
concerned. It was in the year 1766, before Chrifimas,' when 
a noble friend of his (the late Duke of Bedford) made a 
motion for taking into confideration the ftate of the nation. 
He doubted not but the noble Earl was to the full as ready 
to face the block then as now, in fupport of what he deem- 
ed his duty j but what was the confequerice ? The noble 
. Earl, the author of the prefent bill, having in the iriterifrx 
met him at Bath, and having had fome converfation with 
t him, the Parliament was adjourned to the day after the ftate 
. of the nation was to be taken into confideration; all enqui- 
ry was at an end, and the nation left tofhift for itfelf. 
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The Duke of Manch^fter lamented, in a very fenfible jjj^ 
manner, the prefent fituation of affairs, the dangerous confc- - M " w *5^* f * 
quences of a civil w*r, which he feared would terminate \a$ 
thefocial war among the Romans did, in the inevitable de» 
ftru<ftion of the whole empire. He was moderate, pathetic* 
and drew the attention of every fide of the Houfe. He did 
not pretend to determine on the contents of die prefent bill, 
nor adopt it throughout ; all he wiihed was, that one fober 
view fhould be taken of the great queftion, before perhaps 
we blindly ruflied into a fcerte of confufion and civil ftrife, 
the event of which it was impoffible to forefce. 

The Earl Temple faid, that he had never given, in public or Earl r«^fc| 
private, a decided opinion, whether it was wife or not to pafs 
die ftampad; but that he was abundantly convinced that all 
the evils and diftradions now complained of, were derived 
from the fatal repeal of it. That the bills of laft year were 
more exceptionable as to the mode than as to the matter. He 
^aid nothing with regard to the contents of the bill which had 
been read, and finifhed with expreffing his difapprobation of 
reje&ing in fo harfh and unprecedented a manner, a bill de- 
figned for the moft falutary purpofes, and prefented to their » 

Lordfhips, by a hand fo truly refpeftable as that of his noble 
friend and relation* This reafon alone deciding upon hi* 
vote* 

This debate lifted till almoft ten o'clock, when the Quef- 
tion being put, there appeared for the Earl of Sandwich's 
amendment, Contents 6i, Non-contents 32 \ fo the bill was 
reje£ted, and not fuffered to lay upon the table. 
The minority were, 
Dukes of Cumberland Earls df Teittpte 

Richftiond Radnor 

Devonfhii-e Spcncpr 

Portland Chatham 

Manchefter • Lords Abergavenny 
Northumberland Ferrers 

Marquis of Rockingham Craven 

Earls of Stamford Romney 

Abingdon King 

Scarborough Fortefeue 

Cholmondeley Ponfonby 

Stafford * Lytteltori 

Tankexville Wycomb* 

Stanhope Sondes 

Effingham Milton 

Fitxwilliaifl Camden. 
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February 7. 

Lord George Germaine, accompanied by about twenty 
members of the Houfe of Commons, delivered a meffage at 
the bar of the Lords, defiring a conference with their Lord- 
fhips in the painted chamber. • His Lordfhip then withdrew 
for a few minutes, and being called in again, was informed, 
that their Lordfhips would immediately attend. The Lord 
Keeper next proceeded to call on fuch Lords as were willing 
to meet the Commons, in order to manage the faid conference 
in behalf of the Lords, when the following, among federal, 
others, attended accordingly: Lords Gower, Sandwich, 
Dartmouth, Denbigh, Plymouth, Cathcart and Town (hen d 5 
the Duke oL-Grafton, and the Bifhops of London and Pe- 
terborough. In a few minutes their Lordfhips returned, and 
the Lord Prefident [Earl Gower] reported, that the mana- 
gers for the Lords had met the managers for the Commons at 
a Conference, which on the part of the Commons was mana- 
ged by Lord North, -who acquainted the manager? for the 
Lords, that they had taken into confideration the ftate of his 
Majefty's colonies, in North America, and had agreed upon 
An addrefs to be prefented to his Majefty, to which they de- 
fired the concurrence of this Houfe. Then his Lordfhip read 
the addrefs, delivered at the conference.— And the fame being 
again read by the Clerk, 

{The addrefs^ and the debates upon iV, in the Houfe of Com~ 
toons, tody befeen in the firft volume , page 132 to 170J 

The Earl of Dartmouth and the Marquis of Rockingham 
both rifing to fpeak, a debate arofe who fhould fpeak firft/ 

fn this confufion the lord Keeper [Lord Apfley] put the 
queftion, "Is it your Lordfhips pleafure that the Earl of 
Dartmouth be now heard ?" This called up the Duke of 
Richmond, who contended, that it was a mod flavifh pofition 
to fay, that any Lord in that Hpufe fhould have a preference 
before another ; and that the preference fhould be determined 
by the Houfe. Lord Mansfield replied, that he had always 
iinderftood it was in the option of the Chairman, in either 
Houfe (the Speaker in the other, and the Lord Keeper in 
this) to fo far decide, as at leaft to put the queftion on which 
of the two perfons he pleafed. To prove this, his Lordfhip 
cited an inftance in a committee of the Houfe of Commons 
on the Spanifh convention in 1739, when two members ri- 
fing at the fame inftant, to make motions of a aireft contra- 
ry tendency, Mr.Winnington, the chairman, pointed to one 
of them in preference to the other, which gave birth to the 
witty obfervation-of Mr. Pulteney, afterwards Earl of Bath, 
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in the courfe of the debate, " That the Chairman had mads 
the deadeft point he ever faw in his life. Lord Camden ur- 
ged the neceffity and juftice of their previoufly accepting the. 
petition of the merchants, which he underftood the noble, 
Marquis had to prefent, and hearing tjie merchants allega-t 
tions : he told the Houfc, they not only fat there in their re- 
preventative, but in their judicial capacity, and were there* 
fore bound by all the ties of official duty, to get every light 
and information upon the fubject before them ; other wife, 
their coming to a determination could not be acting in the 
fpirit of the conftitution. He prefled them but for a day, 
which would not create any delay, and in that time he had 
no doubt their Lordfhips would receive that folid information 
founded on the trueft proofs, commercial experience; which 
toould, perhaps, influence their Lordfhips to think differently 
from what they then did. Earl Gower infilled that fuch a 
mode of proceeding was totally unufual and unparliamentary ; 
that very early in life, much about the period the noble and 
learned Lord [Lord Mansfield J alluded to, he remembered a 
circumftance which came diredly in point ; it was on an in* 
tended motion of the late Lord Halifax's, when the Lord 
Keeper decided againft him, that another noble Lord fhould 
be firft heard. [In all this hurry and confufion, the true 
point on which the preference contended fo* refted, feemed 
to be entirely miftaken, till the Earl of Denbigh obferved, 
that the preference was with the noble Earl, out of the re- 
fpe& due to the other branch of the legiflature.] The ques- 
tion was at length put, and themotion was carried without 
a d jvifidn. 

yhe Earl of Dartmouth accordingly rofe, and after put- E«l of 
ting in his claim to be heard to the quefton at large, moved, Dartmouth^ 
that the bfank in the addrefs prefented by the Commons at 
the conference, and now communicated by the Lord Prefi- 
dent, fiiott^d be filled up with the words " Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and/' 

The Marquis of Rockingham acquainted the floyfe, that MafquU of 
the matter which he rofe to was to prefent petitions, one******** 
from the merchants of London concerned in the commerce 
to North America, and the other from the Weft-India mer- 
chants^ and planters; that he imagined their contends were 
of the higheft importance, were immediately relative to the 
bufinefs under confederation, and were well worthy of arreft- 
ing any determination of this Houfe, for at leaftqne day, 
being certain, that within that (hort period, information of 
infinite conference would belaid before their Lordfhips, per- 
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haps fufficient to alter, or at leaft (often the rigour of the 
meafiires they were now madly, haftly, and blindly proceed- 
ing to adopt. His Lordfliip then defired the petitions might 
be read, which being complied with, he obferved, as a quef- 
tion was now before the Houfe, thar muft be frrft difpofed 
of ; and as confequently the fubjeft matter of petitions could 
not regularly come under the cognizance of the Houfe ; and 
that he ftill hoped the Houfe would be willing to hear the 
petitioners, as men fuffering under the heavieft misfortunes, 
, none of which could be attributed to their own mifconduc** 
he would be under the neceffity, as the only means left, of 
moving the previous queftion, which would open a door for 
faking into confederation a general Rate of the petitioners 

frievances. The previous queftion was accordingly put, ancfr 
is Lordfhip proceeded. He obferved, that until the previ- 
ous queftion was firft difpofed of, he could not regularly enter 
into a difcuflion of theaddrefs ; but he would, neverthelefs, in 
this ftage of the bufinefs, affure the Houfe, that there was 
pne paragraph in it, which he totally difclairned, and defired 
to be understood, neither to have act or part in, that was, 
where both Houfes wei£ to affure his Maiefty, they would, 
in fupport of the meafures therein recommended, hazard 
their lives and fortunes ; for he now openly declared, he 
would neither rifque nor hazard lifeor fortune in fuch a, 
caufe. He faid the noble mover adverted to fomethjng which 
he did not perfeftly underftand, about unanimity. Jf every 
man who opp6fed this addrefs, were prcfumed to be actuated 
by falfe notions of popularity or factious motives, he believed 
four-fifths of the nation would' fall under that predicament ; 
but this he could anfwer for himfelf, at all events, that he 
(hould not tread in theftepsof his noble, but ill-fated an-r 
feftor, [Lord Strafford] who firft courted popular favour, 
^nd then deferted the caufe he had embarked in ; for as he 
hadTet out by fupporting the caufe of the people a gain ft the 
, tyranny and arbitrary meafures of minifters,'fohe fhould ne- 
ver, for any temptation whatfoever, defert or betray them* 
but would perfevere to the very laft, in endeavouring to ob- 
tain for them a full reparation for a}l the injuries {hey had 
fuftatried. 
Sari Pfjw- The Earl Pomfret contended, that die fea was our proper 
fa** element \ was againft a land war, arid ftremioufiy urged 

the neceflity* of fending a naval force fufficient to b}ock up 
their harbours, and by that means to cut off their communi- 
cation with 'all other powers, $x\d pt|t 4 tot?tf ftpp tq their 
foxnmerpe, 
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The Earl of Denbigh united in this opinion 00 general Earl of 
principles, but infifted that a military fprce woujd he occef- Dinb k b * 
iaryfor the prote$ion of his Majefty's loyal fubje&s, who 
would be otberwife expofed to the fury and violence of their 
mercilefs perfecutors. 

Earl Gower adhered clofely to the immediate quf ftjpn be- ZatlGnvtr, 
fore the Houfe, the propriety of entering into an immediate 
examination of the matter contained in the petitions intended 
to be prefented by the noble Marquis. He faid, the petitioner* 
were perfons who deferved every mark of attention and re T 
(pe& which the Houfe could pay them, confidently with the 
inteoefts of the empire at large $ and although their grievan- 
ces were imaginary, their complaints were ijeverthelefs de- 
ferving of indulgence. He trufted, howeyer, when thpy ipa- 
turety conftdered that the fteps now taken were to prevent 
the return of fuch evils in future, they would cbearfully ac- 
qutefce in thewifdomof parliament in the puefcnt inftance, 
and be gratefully thankful hereafter $ for if the fupremacy of 
the legiflature was once given up, their trade, commerce 
And every poffible advantage accruing from either, woulfl 
foon be annihilated. He therefore hoped, that the merchants 
would, on the prefent occafion, fubmiMo a temporary in- 
convenience, nay a (hort-lived diftrefs, to infure the 910ft 
permanent and important benefits $ and pianifejft that degrqe 
of magnanimity which a fenfe of their own interefts, found- 
ed in fubmiffion and acquiefcence to the wifdooa of Parlia- 
ment, muft, upon mature confideratipn and paft experjencq, 
moft certainly fuggeft. 

Lord MansfieM hid, it was impoffible to confine the atten- i^rf jaw, 
tion of the Houfe merely to the matter of the previous quef- /«& 
tion. He perfectly coincided in fentiqient with the nobje 
Earl, whoafferted, that we were reduced to the .alternative of 
adopting coercive meafares, or of forever jelinqjujfhiog our 
claim of fovereignty or dominion over the .colonies $ for .col- 
lider the quefton in ever fo many lights, fays bi$ Lordfhip, 
every middle way, every attempt to unite the pppofite claims 
of the contending parties, ends, and is ultimately founded in 
on£ refolution or the other. His Lordfhip obferved, that one 
of the moft able American writers^ after the .fulleft aijd 
cleareft inveftigation of the fubjeft, at Uft coijifrfles, that fio 
medium can»joffibly bedevifed, which will exclude the ine- 
vitable confequence of either fyftem abJfolutely prevailing ; 
for that take it up on which ground you would, t^e fupre- 
macy of the British legiflature njuftbe compleat, entire, apd 
ynconditiogaj j oj on ths.otfw h*od ? jfc flriw^dRUft > e 
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free and Independent. His Lordfliip next proceeded to ex- 
amine very minutely the feverala&s of parliament complained 
of in the congrefs which aflembled at Philadelphia, and en- 
deavoured to prove, that every one of them, more or lefs, 
confirmed the principles he had laid down, and the conclu- 
lions he had drawn from them ; and dire&ly ftruck at the le- 
giflative fuperiritending power, which it was contended they 
were willing to fubmit to, not barely to the fubje£i of tax- 
ation. He more particularly adverted to the afts for the 
eftablifliing the admiralty courts in that country; for regu- 
lating the rates of ppftage of letters ; for ordering perfons 
in any part of the dominions of the crown to be tried in any 
Englifh county, for being charged with fetting his Majefty's 
dock-yards on fire ; for the quartering of foldiers, and one 
or two more of the farne nature; any one of which, if re- 
pealed, would be a total renunciation of the fovereignty ; 
even, if the other propofition were true, that we had no right 
to tax them. But that claim of non-taxation, it was, he 
faid, that introduced all the reft; if thedo&rine was a juft 
■ one in any inftance, it muft of inevitable confequence ex- 
tend to all the reft ; for it was to the laft degree monftrous 
/ and abfurd to allow they had a right diftinft from the Bri- 
tifh Jegiflature in any one particular, and not in all : if- they 
had fuch a right, the defence of it would juftify refiftance ; 
and to contend that fubje&s had a right of refitting the go- 
vernment, was a do&rine he fhould be glad to hear maintain- 
ed» on any principle of civil government, reafon, expe- 
rience, or common fenfe. This led his Lordfliip to the fub- 
je&of the petitions; but he contended, that they did not 
at all come in the way of the prefent motion. He did not 
doubt but the petitioners were aggrieved; he did not doubt 
but they laboured under great and fingular diftrefles; he 
did not doubt but every degree of men, the landed gentle- 
, man, the. merchant, the man ufadurer, the mechanic, would 
all heavily feel, in their fevcral fituations, the threatened 
calamities. Nay, he went further, he did not promife cer- 
tain fuccefs from the prefent meafurc The army might 
proceed to hoftil.it ies, they might be defeated, the Ameri- 
cans might prevail, we might be fo* ever ftripped of the fo- 
vereignty of that country ; but what of that ? the events of 
war were uncertain 2 the queftion was, allowing all the in- 
conveniencies as fet forth in the petitions to be precifely juft, 
and taking into full contemplation every poflible contingency 
that human forefight and prudence could fuegeft, whether 
we |hould relinquiih our rights, or refolve at all events to 1%. 
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folutely perfift in their affertion ? His Lordfhip again return- 
ed to his former argument, of the z€ts they had protefted 
againft, and obferved, that though he was not prefent when 
a noble Lord on a former occafion [Lord Chatham] had in- 
lifted, that in return for their temporary fufpenfion and con* 
ftant repeal, he would infift on the moft inequivocal declara- 
tion on the part of America, of the fupreme legiflative con- 
troling power of the Britifh legiflature, in every other cafe 
whatever, but that of taxation only, he could not help re- 
marking, that they avoided every declaration equivocal or 
inequivocal ; for all they promifed in return, was to con fen t to 
thea& of navigation, while they were boldly contending for 
the repeal of every one a& almoft which was to give that 
"great conftrtutional law the leaft force or effeft. He next 
proceeded to prove, by a variety of arguments, that the co- 
lonies were in aftual rebellion ; infifted on the right of the 
mother country over the colonies ; doubted of the expediency 
of taxing now, on account of the repeal of the ftamp aft ; 
but faid it was utterly impoflible to fay a fy 11 able on the 
matter of expediency, till the right was firft as fully af- 
ferted on one fide, as acknowledged on the other. He loudly 
condemned the bad policy of laying the taxes on in 1767 y 
and laid all our prefent troubles and political confufions at 
that door. He faid it was the moft abfurd meafure that could 
poffibly be imagined, for all the purpofe it anfwered was, at 
once to throw the colonies into a ferment and ill humour, 
and to hurt the commerce of Britain, by furnifhing the Ame- 
ricans with a temptation to fmuggle ; that is, loading our 
own manufadures with duties, and permitting other po- 
wers to fupply the American markets with the fame com- 
modities, without paying any. 

Lord Camden took up the laft noble Lord on his afler- Lord Cam* 
tion, that the colonies were in rebellion. If rebellion and '«"• 
treafon meant the fame thing, he would bfc bold to fay the 
colonies were not in rebellion. He faid he knew no fpe- 
cies of treafon, but thofe defcribed by the ftatute of the 25th 
of Edward the Third, which were, levying war within the 
realm, or compaffing or imagining the death of the King. ' 

He owned that there were many precedents in the books of 
conftru&ed trea/on, where certain ads of an attrocious na- 
ture were adjudged and referred to one or other of thofe ; 
but he contended that ho one ad hitherto committed in 
America, came within any of thofe precedents. He faid, 
conftru&ive treafon was a dangerous thing - 9 the rule fhould 
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be certain and definite ; for, were it othewife, HO man could' 
. , tell where it would end, as the lives and properties of the 
fabjed would be then aft the mercy of the judge ; the 
culprit would then fufifer at the will of the judge, not by 
the fpirit or the letter of the law. He infilled, he had as 
great and good a judge as ever fat in /Weftminfter-Hall, 
Lord Hale, to fupport him in this opinion, who, after lay- 
ing down die law of Edfrard the Third, and the expofi- 
trans of it in the feveral decifions of his predeceflbrs, affert^s, 
in the moft abfolute and unrefefved terms, that nothing 
lhouid be deemed treafon, by any parity of reafoning, or 
fimilarity of circuiriftances, unlefs it came exprefsly within 
the ftatute or the iiiterpretfetiort of it, as laid down in the 
.feveral <tecifions which had teen given fiftce* the paffing of 
the latfr. He added, on this head * that the wifdom of the 
framers of it, had provided for any tftifchifef that might arife, 
by dire&ing the judges to apply to Parliament for their ad* 
vice, fhould any n<Jw cafe arife which did not come within 
the words of obvious meaning of the ftatute. He next re-* 
plied to the tloble and learned Lord, as being fecmingly 
iritohfed in die cenfure pafied on the adminiftratton which 
eonfented to ky the duties, on* of which (that on tea) was 
now the original caufe of the unhappy difputes fabfiiting 
between Great-Britain and the colonies. He utterly 4if- 
claimed having die leaft hand in that meafure ; 'faid he was 
not confulted in the framing the law which laid on tjiofe 
duties, and that he was at the time clofely and laborioufly 
employed in discharging the weighty functions of his office. 
He next entered into a very fun and detailed view of both 
the previous and detailed queftion ; he faid, he was aftonMh* 
edto hear a noble Lord, in the courfe of the debate, ad- 
vrfe the very extraordinary meafure of blocking up the Ame- 
rican ports, and thereby preventing them from all com* 
merce whatever. Hfe obferved, that fending an army thi- 
ther in a hoftile manner, was infamty the firft ; but were 
the prefent propofed meafures adopted, it would indeed be 
infamty the fecond. It would be no lefs than a political/*/* 
de Jt\ and would be lite a man, who, to be revenged of a- 
perfon that he firppofed had injured him, fliould fheath a 
poniard in his own bofom. Our commerce, fays his Lord- 
flitp, is at onfee the fource of out wealth and our :powcr$ 
it both gives us feamen to man our fleets, and money to 
pay them $ without commerce this ifland, when compared 
With many countries on the continent, is but -a fmall inftg^ 
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nificant fpot: it is from our commerce alone that we ar$ 
intitled to that confequence we bear in the great political 
fcale. When compared with feveral of the great powers of 
Eiiiope, England, in the words of Shakefpeare, being no. 
more than a bird's neft floating ori a pool. What, then; 
would be the confequenee of adopting fo wild and* dange- 
rous an expedient ? We fhould neither have {hips to de- 
fend us, feamen to man them, nor money to pay the^n, and 
we muft of courfe fall a prey to the firft invader j for both 
the means of defence, and the fources which were wont to 
fupport it, would be at once cut of£ He faid, every en- 
gine had been fet to work, and art eflayed, to prejudice 
the landed intereft, and diftinguifh it on the prefent occa-' 
fion from the commercial, as if the latter could fuftain any 
injury that the other muft not equally feel. What rofe the 
value of the. lands but commerce ? What fupported com- 
merce again but the lands ? — their interefts being as infepa- 
rable as the benefits they derived from each other were mu- - 
tual and reciprocal. He concluded generally on the high 
founding, unintelligible phrafes of legiflative fupremacy and : 
parliamentary omnipotence ; but, for his part, they convey- 
ed to hi&mind precifely fuch an idea, and gave equal fatis- 
fa&ion, as the anfwer given by the fine gentleman m the 
play, who, being charged with bafenefs by his friend, who 
told him he had eat his meaf, drank his wine, and lain with 
bis wife, made no other reply, at the end of every fen- 
tence, but, " Sir, I wear a fwoftf," 

The Duke of Grafton rofe with great warmth, and after Duke of 
obferving that his ideas on this important fubjeft did not co- '&*/** 1 
incidp with what had been urged from any fide of the houfe, 
and that he meant to referve his ppinion till the great quef- 
tion; with all its feveral relations and colateralcircumftances,' 
came to be taken into confideration and finally decided on, 
animadverted with no fmall degree of acrimony and refent- 
ment on the condufl: of the two learned and noble Lords 
ttho preceded him. Of the latter [Lord Camden] he in- 
filled it was mean, and much beneath the dignity of one who 
ac^ed in the exalted ftation he did, at the time the ; duties 
now mentioned were impofed, to come at this time to fcreen 
himfelf from the difagreeable confequences that meafure pro-» 
duced, and fbift the blame off his own fhoulders to lay it on 
thofe of others, whom he was perfe&ly convinced, and fully 
confcious, had no more particular hand in it than his Lord- 
Jhip. i The meafure, fays his Grace, was confented to, at leaft, 
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in the cabinet. Thejioble Lord acquiefced in it, he fat in 
that chair, (pointing to the Lord Keeper's) white it was paff- 
ing through this Houfe in its feveral ftages. The learned 
Lord was the very perfon who fignified the royal approbation 
of this law in his official capacity, under the feal of his office; 
and fhall he now come to tell this houfe, and the public, that 
it pafled Without his approbation or participation ? He then 
obferved, that matters which had pafled in that Houfe were 
frequently mifreprefented without doors ; but he was glad of 
an opportunity of teftifying to the public that it was no mea- 
sure of his, perhaps it was contrary to his judgment ; but he 
jreferved his fentiments pn that fubjeft to a future occafion ; 
^s what he meant now was, that let the meafure be good or 
bad, all he wifbed was, that every cabinet minifter, who a died 
and deliberated in that capacity, at the time of pafling that 
law, fhould equally {hare the cenfure, jf it was a bad one, or 
be entitled to an equal claim Pf merit, if it were a good one. 
In reply to the other noble and learned Lord, he faid, he to- 
tally differed from him, as to the commercial effect of that law ; 
for if the law itfelf was wife, and the principal it originated 
from expedient and equitable, the regulation was certainly no 
lefs fo j for there wa$ no other poffible mode of enforcing the 
declaratory law, internal taxation being totally abandoned by 
the repeaj of the ftamp^a^, but by laying on poft duties. And 
he knew of none, agajnft which the noble Lord's objections 
would not lie as forcibly as thofe propofed to be levied by 
the a£t under confideratjon. He lamented the misfortune that 
the adtfiniftration he was conne&ed with was the only 
one who wanted the afliftance of the noble and learned Lord. 
He was certain that fome of the preceding adminiftrations 
bad profited of his great abilities ; and though he was de- 
prived of the fupport which might be derived from fuch 
fage counfels, be was happy that the nation experienced the 
good ejfe&s in the aid he had given to fome of the admini-* 
ftrations which preceded the one in which he was concerned, 
and perhaps, nay probably, the one t-hat fucceeded it, 
I*rd Mw/. Lord Mansfield fueling this as a direct attack, implying an 
fold, interference in the public councils, endeavoured to excul- 

pate himfelf from the charge, He faid, he had been a cabi- 
net minifter part of the late reign, and the whole of the pre-r 
fent ; that there was a nominal and an efficient cabinet ; 
that for feveral years he adled as a member of the latter, and 
confequently deliberated with the King's minifter ; that 
ftpwever a {nort time previous to the admjniftratioi} in which 
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the hoblfc Marquis prcfidcd at the head of the tfeafury, and 
fom€ considerable time before the noble Duke fucceeded him 
in that department, he had prayed his Majefty to excufe him * 
and from that day to the prefent he had declined to aft aa an 
efficient cabinet minifter. He faid, he had lived with every 
adminiftration on equal good terms ; and never refufed his 
advice when applied to ; that particularly the noble Marquis 
muft recoiled his giving him every affiftanee his poor abili- 
ties were capable of affording ; nor was it his fault that no- 
ble Duke did not experience the fame ; for had he been ap^ 
plied to, he would have cWarfully rendered him every affif- 
tanee in his power. 1 hat he had not changed his opinion 
on the prefent fubjed* he appealed to every fide of the Houfe j 
for when the repeal of the ftamp-ad was brought into it, 
though he wiflied to give the meafures of government every 
fupport, confident With his judgment and his public duty, yet 
forefeeing the confequences exa&ly in the fame light they hav* 
fince turned out > ^ e votec * againft it ; but aflured the Houfe, 
that he took no other private or oftenfible part whatever in 
that bufinefs ; and fo careful and ftudious was he to avoid the 
leaft appearance of any thing of that kind, that he even re- 
turned a proxy that was fent to him againft the repeal, fooner 
than feem to take any public part againft the King's fervants, 
HisLordfhip likewife apologized to the noble Duke, and af- 
fured him, that he had not the moft diftant intention of paff- 
ing any cenfure on any meafure purfued in the adminiftra- 
tion in which he afted $ fo far from it, that he highly ap- 
proved of putting the declaratory law into execution j all he 
at moft infinuated was, that the prefent minister's plan was 
much better calculated for giving it effeft \ as it at once de- 
stroyed the temptation to fmuggle, by reducing the duty from 
one (hilling to three pence ; for who would rifque his whole' 
property againft fuch a trifling duty ? or how was it poffible 
that the /muggier could come to market upon equal terms, 
under all the circumftances attending that trade, with tho 
fair importer. 

The Lord ITyambt [Earl of Shelburne] after taking a g**MjJ^ 
neral view of both the previous and main queftion, refpe&ina ******* 
the propriety of hearing the petitioners, and the madnefs of 
a civil war, upon every ground of juftice, prudence, and fourid 
policy, in a very able and comprehenfive manner, faid* he horkd 
the day of enquiry and public retribution would come, when the 
author of the prefent dangerous meafures would be difcovered, 
and of that defpotic fyftem which has governed our coiipctls fcr 
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(orne years paft, clearly developed. Candour obliged him $<* 
teftify, to the condud and fentiment of the noble Duke, that 
he was averfe to the meafure 5 and the day it was brought in* 
as part of a money bill from the other Houfe, never rofc ta> 
fupport it, as the ftrongeft mark of his difapprobatton, He 
Was certain the noble and learned Lord equally disapproved 
of it ; and, for his own part, who had then the honour of 
occupying a very high poft in adminiftration, his fentttnenCa 
were too well known to call for explanation * He laid fur- 
ther, that his fituation gave him an opportunity of knowing 
the fentiments of * very high Perfonage - f and he could affirm* 
from his own knowledge, that they were extremely favour- 
able towards America. It was therefore a matter well worth 
knowing, and extremely deferving of enquiry, how this un- 
expected change was effe&ed, and by what over-ruling, fatal 
influence this great empire was brought to the eve of being 
plunged into all the miferies and horrors of civil wan 
Lord Lyt- The Lord Lyttelton rofe next, and contended ibr the uni- 
uitM. verfality and unity of theBritifh empire over aU its territories 
and dependencies, wherever its domination extended. He 
was fevere on the noble and learned Lord {Camden] who 
fpoke fo fully on the dangerous confequences of conftru&tve 
treafon. He afferted thofe little evafions and diftin&ions 
were the effe&s of profeffional fubtlety and low cunning ) 
that it was abfurd to the laft degree to enter into fuch flimfy 
obfervations on this or that particular phrafe or word, and 
thence draw deductions equally puerile and inconclusive, 
that the colonies were not in rebellion. For bis part, he 
ihould not abide by fuch far-fetched interpretations, he would 
be guided by common fenfe, and" only confult the papers on 
the table, to prove beyond queftion, that America was in re- 
bellion. What ! will any noble Lord in this houfe rife* and 
tell me ferioufly, that a country is not in rebellion when it 
openly difclaims all obedience to the laws, all dependence on 
the legislature ! when they offer to appropriate the public 
monies to the very means of refiftance ! when they prevent 
the courts of juftice from affembling, and the cpunfellors ap* 
pointed by the Crown from a&ing ! Will any noble Lord 
pretend to fay, that any or all of thofe are not manfftft a&s of 
rebellion I or that it is not treafon in every obvious, fubftan- 
ttal, and legal meaning of the word, to attack one of the King's 
fbrtrefics, make his troop* render it up, and feize and convert 
the King's ftores to the dired purpofes of 6penly refiftrng his 
legal authority by force of arms i Are thcic ads of the ntoft 
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flagrant rebellion and tre*fon ? pr are they, according to the 
ingenious do£tijpe and legql language of the noble and lqarijr 
ed Lord, only £o be poijftrued njere mifdenaeaqor or felony ? 
His Lordfhip ne#t entered iftjto a very fpirifled defence of hip 
noble and reamed friend, wfyp fptfke on the fame Ade, and 
dealt his blows very liberally , on all thole who had attacked 
him* He beftov?ed $fre higheft epcoipUims on his talents* ' 
integrity, and political cbijdud ; and charged his KcuferjS 
with being weak an^J evil counfellors, no lefs in their gene*- 
ral fpmiaaents (ban in their perioral attacks. He rsejjrjed 
*q his former arguments, and. contended without refgrye for 
the legiflative fuprerrjacy of Parliament over every part of the 
BritUh dominions in America, the Eaft and Weft Indies, in 
Africa, in Afia, in every part and quarter of the globe, nay 
over Ireland itfelf, if it fhpuld become neceffary j the right of 
taxation and legiflation being indivisible and unconditional, 
over every place to which our fovereigaty extended. 

The Duke of Richmond condemned, in the mod pointed Duke tf 
and dirett terms, what his Grace called the inflammatory*'^ J 
•and ill-grounded reprefentatjona of the learned and noble 
Lord, He faid it was very unbecoming the gravity and dig- 
nity of his Situation, and of the feveral high relations be ftopd 
in to the ftate, to endeavour to inflate and miflead at fo 
-alarming a erifis* He obferved that the noble Lord had la- 
boured all in bis power to prove the colonies in rebellion ; 
but for his part, he did not perceive that he ufed one folid 
argument in proof of this cruel aflertion : an aflertion, in 
every view of it, big with the moft horrible and direful coinfc- 
♦qgences ; an aflertion which, as foon as fan&ified by a vote 
*If both Houfes, authorized every fpeeies of rapine, plunder, 
naflacre, and perfecution whatever. His Grace then turned 
to the confutation of conftru&ive treafon ; and obferved, 
that the noble and learned Lord and his friends ought to be 
-the laft to approve of lax and indefinite interpretations of trea- 
fon s, as it might, on fome future day, open a door for obtain- 
ing of fubftantial and effectual jufticeon thofe who, through 
the whole cpurfe of their lives, had been as fedulous to evade 
'the law, as tbey were induftrious to break it. He entered 
-fully into the propriety of postponing the contents of the ad- 
-drefe ; and at kaft liftening to hear what the petitioners had 
to offer, It would be decent to pay. forrje degree of attention 
to fo refpectable and ufeful a body (a9 the merchants) and 
though no petition had been prefented, it would be manifeftly 
indecent, and totally derogating few the dignity of that 
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Houfe, to blindly and implicitly adopt the ptefent ifteafure* 
without examination, deliberation, or enquiry. This night's 
debate, he confefied, brought back ftrongly to his rfiind what 
had often been the fubjeft with him of great aftonifliment and 
ferious confideration. The meafure which had been original* 
ly the caufe of our prefent dangerous fituation, was now 
openly difavowed by three cabinet minifters, then occupying 
the firft departments of the ftate. They had, each of them, 
he remarked, folemnly declared it was no meafure of theirs, 
jointly or feparately ; one of them [Lord Shelburne] has af* 
iiired us, from his own knowledge, that it did not feem to be 
agreeable to the fentiments of a Great Perfonage. Whence 
then, fays his Grace, are we to fuppofe it originated ? I will 
I not fay that the noble and learned Lord knows ; J>ut this I will 
venture to remind his Lordfhip of, that when I came to office 
I faw feveral foreign difpatches, on the margin of which 
were written obfervations in that noble Lord's hand writing. 
I need not tell his Lordfhip, but I fhall take the liberty to 
s inform the Houfe, that the correfpondence with our foreign 
minifters, at a convenient time, is fent round . in little blue 
boxes to the efficient cabinet minifters ; and that each of 
them give their opinions on them in writing. Thefe are the 
opinions and the obfervations I now allude to. His Grace 
betides, in the courfe of his fpeech, condemned very feverely 
/ the ads refpe&ing America, paffed during the laft feffion, par- 

ticularly to that which gave a new- power to the (heriffs, un- 
known to the conftitution, ; that of creating what he called 
pocket juries 1 and the other, which, if poffible, is of a much 
more dangerous tendency, preventing all meetings, under the 
penalties of high treafon ; for if it be treafon to refift an zSt 
of the Bfitifh parliament in the manner now contended for, 
it muft of confequence be treafon to affift at the afiemblies, 
which the bill for altering the charter pofitively prohibits. 
Lord M*nJ- Th e L or j Mansfield rofe in great warmth : he faid be 
+^ could hardly bring himfelf to believe the feveral insinuation* 

thrown out on the other fide of the Houfe could be dire&ed 
at him ; yet, on the ojher hand, if they meant any thing, he 
knew not other wife how to interpret them. If they were 
intended to be imputed to him as a crime, they miffed their 
aim, for in his opinion they had perhaps undesignedly done 
him the greateft honour. What do their Lordfhip^infinuate, 
that< I have been the author of the prefent meafures, and it is 
1 that diredt them ? * I fhould be proud to own them if it were, 
becaufe 1 think them wife, politic, and equitable $ but fure- 
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ly they will permit me to repeat again, that I have been t 
nominal cabinet minifter part of the uft reign, and the whole 
of the prefent ; that I was an efficient cabinet minifter during 
part of both periods ; but that fince the time before alluded 
to in this debate, I have had no concern or participation what- 
ever in his Majefty's councils. Threats are thrown out, and 
enquiries prediftea : I heartily wifh they may be fpeedy j I 
am prepared for them, and put their intended authors to the 
moft utter defiance. It has been urged againft me as a crime 
to-day, that 1 have courted popularity. I never did C9urt it, 
but 1 have always ftudied to Jeferve it. Popularity will al- 
ways fly the purfuers 5 (he muft follow. I do not mean to 
fay that I defpife it; on the contrary, I fincercly wiih for it, 
if not purcbafed at too dear a price, at the expence of my 
confcience and my duty. If a faithful difcharge of one, and 
execution of the other, be the means of procuring it, I hope 
I (hall always be a warm candidate for popular fame. I have 
hitherto, to the beft of my abilities, a&ed on that plan, and I 
hope I {hall perfevere to tne end. I have feen much of courtr, 
parliaments, and cabinets, and have been a frequent witncfs 
to the means ufed to acquire popularity, and the bafe and 
mean purpofes to which that popularity has been afterwards 
employed. I have been in cabinets where the great ftruggle 
has not been to advance the public interefts ; not by coali- 
tion and mutual afliftance to ftrengthen the hands of govern* 
men* ; but by cabals, jealoufy, and mutual diftr uft, to thwart 
each others defigns, and to circumvent each other, in order 
to obtain power and pre-eminence. I have been no lefs care- 
ful "to obferve the effefis of popularity, where it has been 
courted and gained for particular purpofes j but where every 
engagement was abandoned which led to its attainment, 
when the keeping of them became no longer neceffary to the 
views of felf-kitereft and ambition. I am threatened ! I dare 
the authors of thofe threats to put any one of theni in ex- 
ecution. I am ready to meet their charges, and am pre- 
pared for the event, either to cover my adverfaries with (ham* 
and dif^race, or in the fall, rifaue the remnant of a life near* 
ly drawing to an end, and confequently not worth being very 
folic! tous about. 

The Lord Lyttelion rofe a fecond time, to defend his noble iMityud* 
and learned friend ; and the Duke of Richmond in partial- *•«• 
Jar, and one or two other Lords on the fame fide, having 
dwelt much on the probable confequence our prefent civil 
diflemion might have on the conduft of France and Spain, his 
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Xtordfhip prefled the King's fervanta to declare what fteps they 
ba<J tak^n to, bring thefe courts to an explanation on this 
fubje£i. 
Earl of The Earl of R$chford replied, that he believed the noble 
MMbford* L or( j na( j fpo^cn by infpiration. He declared he had no fort 
of conversation with him relative to the fubjeft, whatever ap- 
pearance it mijjrht have of being concerted between them •> 
Dot he thought tt extremely fortunate, that the queftion fur- 
nifbed him with an opportunity of acquainting the Houfe, 
that he had received a Jetter that very day from the King's 
minifter at Paris, giving him the tnoft full and unreferved 
aflurances that the French court would prohibit all commerce 
with ttye Britifh colonies $. and that fhould any of thefubjecis 
of t^e crown of France, after fuch declaration on their part, 
prefume to carry on any trade with America, his moftChri- 
itian Majefty 'meant to be underltoQd, that they were to be 
deemed' out of his prote&ioq ; a ^d that the Britifh court 
were at liberty to feize the veffels and corrfifcate tneir cargoes* 
fefis Lordfhip faid, that it might poffibly be objected to this de- 
claratipn, that we ought not to depend on French faith ; and 
that probably thofe afiurances were given only with a view of 
lulling us into a fatal fecurity j> but he faicf he had every 
veafon to believe France firicere, as well by the pacific coun- 
.jfels which at prefent prevailed in that country, as "from the 
permanent policy jrf botn France and Spain, who were de- 
*ermrntd, on their own account, againft countenancing, 
abetting, or bringing into precedent, any meafure which 
jnight operate as an encouragement to the colonies in the 
j>ew world, to render themfelves independent of the pre- 
fent ftate. His Lordfiiip then referred to a wbrk lately pub- 
tifhed in France, wherein it is exprefsly aflerted, that it 
would be bad policy in the extreme, for France to inter- 
icre in the pre lent difputes between Great-Britain and her 
colonies. 
Rrf of . The Lord fVycombe y [Earl of Shefburne] returned to his 
SltOurve. g Cnera l charges of a fatal and over-ruling influence. He 
ohferved, it was very extraordinary that the bills paffed laft 
ieifions of Parliament, refpe£ting America, were difovvned by 
fhe l£w officers of the Crown ; and who, in the name of God, 
could have framed thern^ fays his Lordfhip ?— We cannot,- 
cannot fuppofe it was the minifter who framed them. We 
are almoft certain that none of the members of adminiftration 
drew them up. We know they were fabricated by forne 
perfon converfant in the law. it is impoinble we can hefi- 
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tate a minute, therefore^, to pronounce them to be the #ork 
of foirie hand who is unwilling to own them. The law 
officers of the crown have difavowed them. Who then 
framed them? The public naturally look at a law lord, 
notoriously high in favour in the cabinet, with whofe 
fentiments and doftrrnes tliey perfectly agree. Is not thts, 
my Lords, enough to raife fufpicions fn the moft unfufpe£l> 
ing mind, that tfie King is betrayed, the nation undone, and 
the miniftry rendered mere cyphers, to give a fan&ioti ,to 
a fyffem of meafures, which, fooner or later, muft be the 
ruin of this coantry, or at leaft of its coirfiitutronal liber- 
ties ? The noble and learned Lord has confefled, that though 
for fome years he has ceafed to aft in the chara£ter of an 
efficient cabinet minifter, there was a time when it was 
otherwise ; there was a time when he united in his charac- 
ter two things in the EnglHh conftittrtion, the moft repug- 
nant in their nature, that of an ading cabinet minifter, and a 
lord chief juftice of England. For my part, I always ima- 
gined, according to the true principles of this conftitution, 
that it wa$ the great, pervading principle and excellence 
of it, to keep the judicial and executive powers as feparate 
and diftin& as poffible, fo as to prevent a man from advifi'ng 
in one capacity what he was to execute in another. I hope 
the time will coriie when thofe matters will undergo a full 
and impartial difcuffion, without a perfonal allufion to any 
roan, when we (hall be able to point- out, with certainty, the 
real author of the prefent meafures ; and be at the fame tinie 
informed, where the judges in Weftminfter-hall have kept 
within their, own province, and where they have invaded the 
conftitution, by fubftituting their own prejudiced and partial 
opinions for the law of the land. In particular, I firicete- 
ly wiih, that means may be devifed for leaving the members 
of the cabinet, at the time the duties impofed on America 
were laid, at liberty to declare freely what they know of that 
matter, fo that the real authors may be difcovered, and thfe 
framers of this* pernicious fatal meafure, held forth to pub- 
lic deteftatioh. The noble attd learned Lord has difclaimed 
having any direft concern in the prefent buflnefs, and endea- 
vours to ftrehgthen his bare affertidn, by fhewing what little 
or no temptation he could have to interfere. But the noblfe 
Lord knows, every noble Lord in this Houfe knows, a 
court has mariy allurements ; befides even place or emolu- 
ment* His Lordfliip denies any obligations or perfonal fa- 
vours whatever I am ready to give his'LOfcMhip full credit 
for this declaratibrt ; but he wilt permit me at thd fztffte time 
toobferve, tttat 1 fmilea may do a great deal % tfcat if he had 
Vol. II. H nothing 
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nothing to afk for himfelf, he has had friends, relations and 
dependants amply provided for: I will not fay beyond their de-n 
ferts, but this I may fay, much beyond their moft fanguine ex* 

r &ations. Independent however of thefe confiderations, 
think the pride, of dire&ing the councils of a great nation,; 
to certain favourite purpofes, and according to certain precon*. 
ceived principles, may poffibly effeft great things, arid tempt 
to great hazards, confidering the frame and temper of fomqs 
' men's minds. 
lord Manf- Lord Mansfield now rofe, in great paffion. He faid, he 
fM* thought it had been the leading chara&eriftic of that affem- 

bly, when contrafted with the other Houfe, who too often 
defcended to altercations and perfonal reflections, to always 
- conduct themfelves like gentlemen ; but he was forry to fee ! 
that rule departed from this evening for the firft time. He ! 
charged the laft noble Lord with uttering the moft grofs 
falfhoods. He totally denied that he had any hand in fra- 
ming all the bills of the laft feffion ; and was certain, that 
the law officers of the crown never aflerted that they had no 
* hand in them; but whether, they had or had not, was of no 

confequence to him, for he was clear, the charge, when 
applied to him, was as unjuft as it was malicioufly and in- 
decently urged. 
Ewl of The Lord Wycombe [EarlofShelburne] returned the charge 
$bi!burne4 of falfliood to Lord Mansfield in direft terms, he appealed 
to the Houfe, whether the words he had ufed, were not, 
".that if among the bills of the laft feffion, there were 
fome difavowed by the law officers of the crown, it was na- 
tural for the public to look at a law Lord, notorioufly high 
in favour in the cabinet, to whofe fentiments the princi- 
ples of thofe bills appeared to be particularly adapted, and 
with whofe do&rines they entirely agreed j" which he called 
upon his Lordfhip to contradict, if he— — 
Puke of The Duke of Richmond animadverted, in very fevere 
Richmond, terms, on an expreflion which fell in the heat of debate from 
a* noble Lord [Lord Lyttelton]. He faid no man could im- 
pute littlenefs, lownefs, or cunning, to any member of that 
affembly (alluding to what his Lordfhip had pointed at Lord 
Camden) for delivering his fentiments -freely, unlefshe drew 
the pifture from fomething he felt within himfelf, as, by il- 
liberally charging others with low and finifter defigns, the 
charge could only be properly applied to the perfon from 
whom it originated. His Grace entered into a full confidera- 
tion of the true purport of what had fallen from a noble Lord 
in office [Lord Rochford] relative to the prefent language 
and difpofition of the French couru He faid, the aflurances 
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* now quoted, with to much official parade, and to festfoflably 
brought under confideration, without 'any defign, were, or 
were not, to be relied on : That they were not to be entirely 
relied on, the noble Lord partly confeffed, by infilling, that 
we were prepared for the worft : He fliould be therefore 
glad to know what thofe preparations confided in j what pro- 
portion they bore to the ftrength of thofe, who in the conteft 
might poffibly become our adverfaries; and above all, he 
fliould be obliged to the noble Lord, who prefided at the head 
of the nayal department, to lay before the Houfe an authen- 
tic, precife ftate of what our naval force confifted in 5 be- 
caufe he had obferved, that on a former important occafion, 
we received the moft fiill and folemn afiurances, that our na- 
vy was on a very refpedable footing, at the time of the dif- 
pute about Falkland's Ifland ; yet it was afterwards difcove- 
red, that we had not a fingle {hip of war fit to proceed to fea. 
His Grace then proceeded to difcufs the qucftion at large* 
relative to our prefent unhappy difputes with America, and 
by the feveral important lights he let in on the fubieft, and 
the variety of interefting rafts he adverted to and elucidated, 
he fhewed himfelf to be very fully and thoroughly informed 
of the conduit of the contending parties ; of the provoca- 
tions given on one fide, and the efFeds they produced on the 
other ; and, above all, the total ignorance of adminiftration, 
relative to the temper and difpofition of the colonies. 

The Earl of Sandwich to anfwer his Grace, apologized Earl of 
for rifing at that late hour of the night. He faid, he had S***wicbj 
employed himfelf in taking notes the whole evening ; and 
intended, before he went away, to have ea(ed himfelf of the 
burthen (an expreffionof Lord Shelburne's) ; but as the mat- 
ter had been already to fully difcufled, he fhould not at to 
unfeafonable an hour, trefpafs on their Lordfliips* patience, 
but folely confine his reply to the information defired by the 
noble Duke, relative to the department over which he had 
the honour to ptefide. He faid, when he came to the ad- 
miralty board, the navy was in the moft ruinous condition ; 
fo much, that within the laft four years tjiere were no lefs 
than forty line-of-battle {hips broke up, and even fix in the 
courfe of the laft year ; that there was not fix months timber 
of any kind in the yards, and in fome, he believed, not 50I. 
worth; and that he did not impute the leaft blame to the 
great and gallant officer, the firft in the world, in his profef- 
fion (Sir Edward Hawke) whom he had fucceeded, and who 
had retired purely on account of his age and infirmities 
His Lordfhip next contrafted the prefent ftate of the navy. 
He faid, we had now nearly fourfcore fhips of the line, and 
H 2 fevcral 
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feyertf mor* foiiWpg m the King's *nd ^W«Bh8ite , yards, 
with « proportionable number of inferior rate*, all either 
ftout, plean {hips, Qr veflels newly built ; that we had three 
years feafoned timber in the yards ; that *U that verp not on 
a&ual fervice, Qr turned in guardftips, were in dqpk, where 
they could pot mpet with any injijiy ; thai *he guardfhips 
. which formerly were ufelefs, in cafes of emergency, not fac- 
ing, fit for the Tea, nor having rigging, or more than a third 
of their complement of men, were now ready for any fer* 
vice, at a few days notice, whiph hp induced j n tfi e year 
1 773, at the time wejn$ant to fend a fleet to the Mediterrane- 
an,when ten men of war of thelinc adually failed from Plymouth 
within three days after they received their orders. He next 
informed the Houfe, that there were twenty guard&ips, three 
of which of the line of battle were on the American ftation ; 
that we had fguadrpns hefides in the Eaft and Weftrlndies, 
the Leeward Iflands, and Mediterrenean ; that after fuffici. 
entl v providing for thofe refpe&ive fervices, the naval force 
for nome protection would confift of feventeen man of war 
of the line, befides frigates, 7J00 feamen, and 800 ma- 
rines j that after the peace of Aix 'la Chapelle in 1748, 
our whole naval eftablifhment did not ejeceed that now re* 
ferved for the channel alone, 8000 feamen, including ma* 
fines, being only voted ; and that he would pledge himfelf 
to anfwer all the demands, and co-operate with the inten- 
tions of adminiftration, with only an augmentation of 2000 
men. He added further on the fame head, that we had a 
fleet fuperior to any that the combined force of France and 
Spain could fit out ; that our (hips were all clean, well 
provided, rigged, and ready to proceed to fea on a few 
days notice; and that we had a fupply of feafoned tim- 
ber in our yards equal to- three years confumption. 
That this was a force fully fuflicient to defend us againft any 
fudden attack of the combined fleets of France.. and Spain, 
though he was well allured they had no fuch intention $ but if 
they had, we were prepared for them ; and that he would 
now pledge himfelf to the Houfe and the public, th*t with 
an augmentation of 2000 feamen more, he would fupply 
government with fuch a naval force as would at once protect 
us at home, and be fufficient to enforce its raeafy res refpe&ing 
America. He begged, however, that the Houfe woqld not 
underftand that he arrogated any peculiar merit to himfelf 
relative to the prefent ftate of the navy, compared to. what 
it was when he was called to the head of the Admiralty, for 
very little of it fell to his fhare. He had only performed 
his official duty >, it wajs to Lord North, who had tacn the 
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means of (6 amply providing for it in the Houfe ; and to his . 
Lordfliip, therefore, almoft the fole merit was due, that our 
navy was now put on fo refpe&able a footing. 

The Duke of Rhbmnd controverted fevera) of the pofitions D«ka of 
)aul down by the noble EArl, both receding the difpofition ***"""* 
of the French and Spaniards, and the force fufficient to re- 
fill them, fhould they make any attempt on thefe kingdoms, 
or give an occafion for a rupture by their conduct in the 
American fea*. He again commented very ably on the an- 
fwer given by the French minifter. What does this anfwer 
import, fays his Grace, fuppofing it to be laterally kept on 
their part i That if you dete&any of their (hips trading with 
our American fubjetts, we {hall be at liberty to feizethem, 
and confifcate their cargoes. Does the noble Earl pretend to 
interpret this explanation generally, fo* as to authorize our 
taking their vefiels at fea t If lie does not, what can fuch a 
vague deluding ' promtfe avail ? If he does, then I will ven- / 
twrtftp a flu re his Lordfliip, that he is miferably deceived ; 
and that the firft attempt to prevent French or Spanifh {hips 
from navigating the American feas, for pretences will never 
be wanting on fuch occafions, will furnifli them with an 
oportunity of aflerting their maritime freedom, of making re- 
prifais, and of justifying their conduft to the other great ftates 
of Europe, who are known to be long jealous of what they 
are pleafed to call our defpotic claim to the fovereignty of 
the ocean. The noble Earl givesus a melancholy account 
of the deplorable, ruinous fta*te of our navy, at the time he 
came to prefide over our naval concerns. He fays our 
fhips were rotten, and our guardfliips ufelefs. I would be 
glad to know from his Lordfliip, what have been the means 
employed to work this miraculous change. He fpeaks of fo 
many fliips of the line proceeding to fea in three days ; and of 
Captain Harrington's gFeat merit in that bufinefs. No Lord 
in this houfe has' a higher opinion of that gentleman's merit, 
as an officer, than I have. 1 remember well the time the royal 
naval review was at Portsmouth, that able officer had his (bip 
fome hours ready to proceed to fea, before the divifion under 
the command of a noble Lord in this Houfe [Lord Edgcumbe]. 
The noble Earl dwelt greatly on the manner bur guardfliips 
are manned and provided j yet I well recollect, that in the 
royal prefence when we may prefume every nerve would have 
bean ftrained, the Plymouth divifion took above three hours in 
weighing. The apology then made was, that the- fliips had 
aot more than half their complement of men ; and I can af- 
firm that Capt. Barrington's fhip was the only one which 
feemed toaafwer the anxious expectations of the fpe&ator. 

The 
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The Earl of Sandwich replied humoroufly, in the words of 
the old ballad, -written, as he faid, in the time of Henry IV* 
[Chevy Chafe] " I truft we have many as good aa he." He 
infilled, without any difparagement to the honourable cap- 
tain, there were feveral as able officers in the navy as he ; 
that wind and tide, and a variety of circumftances attendant 
on them, were not to be commanded. He allured the noble 
Duke, let the conferences be what they might, they would 
not wait for the French fhips being in port, or even in with 
the land ; but would feize them without ceremony in the firft 
inftance; and truft to the event, be it what it might; admini- 
stration being determined to abide, if neceflary,to enforce the 
true terms of the explanation, in the fenfe only it was defired 
and given. As to the other part, relative to the ftate of the 
navy, and his reafons for pronouncing with fo much confi- 
dence concerning it, he told thenoble Duke, that the cafe was 
now entirely different from what it was in the year 1770 ; for 
that towards the conclusion of the late war, when the public 
exigencies called for a powerful fleet, they were obliged to 
make ufe of green timber, of any kind of timber, in the con- 
fer u£Hon of our fhips of war ; that thofe fhips rotted at the 
end of five or fix years ; whereas thefe built lately would 
ftand thirty, as they were built of feafoned timber, of which 
we had a large three years flock ; and that befides we made 
ufe of another precaution, which was ftill feafoning the tim- 
ber while the fhip was building, by giving orders that no 
man of war fhould be haftily built, or launched in lefs than 
three years after fhe was put upon the flocks. 

Bifnop of PiUrborwgb. Throughout the whole of this 
day's debate, and indeed on every queflion relative to Ameri- 
ca, it has been to me of very ferious, concern, to fee fo much 
of your Lordfhips'time taken up in mutual charges and recri- 
minations. It is but too evident, that a complicated variety 
of very untoward circumftances have combined to bring Great 
Britain and her colonies into fo great difficulty and embarraf- 
ment, that to extricate them requires all your Lordfbips teta-» 
per, as well as wifdom. 

Yet while we have heard, on the one hand, lords, emi- 
nent for their abilities and experience, aflert, that the con- 
flitution is violated, and the facred rights of our fellow fub- 
je&s incroached upon by principles of arbitrary power, till 
refiftance itfelf is thought juftifiable; we are allured, on the 
other, by authority no lefs refpe&able, that opulence and 
fecurity have begot a defire of independence in our colonies \ 

that 
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that a fpirit of difcontent and difaffedion is gone forth, 
which has been unhappily increafed by the arts and encou- 
ragement of fome men here at home, under the influence of 
like paffions, till America is become impatient of all legal 
reftraint, and determined to break through every tie which 
has hitherto connected her with the mother country. 

I rife, not to trouble your Lordfhips as an advocate for ei- 
ther extreme of opinion, but profefs that, above all things, 
I wife for reconciliation upon the very eafieft terms that, con~ 
fiftently with the juft authority and pre-eminence of this 
country, can be admitted as a ground of reunion. Yet 
fenfible'as 1 am that it is my duty, nor is it lefs'my incli- 
nation, to promote peace, yet cannot I, for N fear that otir 
commercial concerns feould fuffer a temporary interruption, 
wife to fee the honour and lafting profperity of this country 
facrificed to its temporary interefts. For, waving all dif- 
cuffion of that great conftitutional queftion, whether or not 
the legiflative fupremacy implies or not the right and power 
of taxation, there is to my understanding a very evident dif- 
tin&ion between an internal general tax, and a port duty, 
upon any article of trade, which the fubjeft is at liberty tp , 

purchafe or not, as he thinks proper. 

I am aware; that the advocates for the total independence 
of America have endeavoured to prove, that a duty (b raifed 
is illegal and oppreffive as any other tax whatever ; but to 
have made it fo, Parliament muft have done by the tea in 
America, what is done in Prance by the fait, have obliged 
every family to have bought, not as much as they were wil- 
ling, but as much. as it was thought they were able to con- _ 
fume. 

That there is a power in this country to regulate the trade 
throughout all the ports of the whole Britife empire, is what, 
1 believe, hardly one of your Lordfhips will conteft. 

It would be of ufe,» therefore, in feortening this debate, to 
recoiled, that it was for the tumultuous refiftance to this 
acknowledged right of the legifflature, that the port of Bolton 
was (hut up. ' 

I am free to own, that there may be an oppreffive exer- 
cife of even an acknowledged right j but it will be a diffi- 
cult matter to bring the duty upon tea under that defcrip- ' 
tion. The noble lord f-Lord C— -d— n] before me acknow- 
ledges, that he made no obje&ion to it at the times it was 
laid, though he was then in the higheft department of the 
law, with fo much credit to himfelf and fatisfaftion to the 
public 3 he will allow, therefore, that there was no appear- 
ance 
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aace of illegality in its origin ; it was aifo moderate it its 
*xercife; it affe&ed not a neceffary of life,' and left the 
American container of a foreign luxury in much a better fi- 
tuation than any fubje£l in Gregt Britain* But admitting 
that the people of Boftoii, either from their own notions of 
the matter, or from prejudices inftilfcd into them* thought 
the doty upon tea an oppreffion, it fufely was incumbent 
on them to have prefented a memorial or petition- to Parlia- 
ment y not to have invaded private property with violence* 
Ivor to have treated the Sovereign legislature of Great Britatft 
wkh infolcnce and contempt* 

Reparation ought long ago to have been made for thefe of* 
fences j and it is in order to obtain it that I underfHnd ad*. 
miniftratioa think, themfelves cinder * neeeffity of adopting 
coercive mcafures, as the only means to bring about a Iaft- 
ffrg union* 

As a learned lord, £LordC — d— n] in fcbe.ceiurfeof this 
debate, has taken oecafion to eenfore the two aSts Which 
pofied in the laft feffiet*,. after the Bofton port WH ; I will beg 
your lordfliips indulgence while I fay a few words to each of 
itiem. Firft, as to the bill for the impartial adfmmiftrarion of 

i'uftice in Maflachuffets Bay ; was I to take my idea of this 
411 from what has feHen from the learned ford> " that by 
coupling it with the ftatute of Henry the Eighth, it gave? a 
full* power to bring th& Americans over here- to butcher thenr 
in the &Hig's Bertchy ' I flaould conclude that it *as a bill 
impowening adflfciniftrat-ion to tear any obnoxious perfoh froth 
his wife and family, and carry htm, to a foreign judicature to 
anfwer for- crimes faid to be committed in Me own country ; 
whereas, in truth, it is a Bill of mercy, as well as of Jufticc; 
giving fecurky to peefons acting under legal powers^ that 
they (ball not* in thedifcharge-of their duty, be fubje& fo 
the refentrnent of a fa&ious and deluded populace, who nei- 
ther acknowlege the laws, nor th# authority of the rriagiftrate ; 
befides, the bill is temporary-, and refpe&s only the prefent 
tumultuous ftate of the province. 

As to the other bill for altering the charter of JMfaflachufetts 
Bay, which the fame learned lord reffrefente-asan exorbitant 
afeoie of parliamentary power, I will only fay, that an alte* 
ratton, Ml 1 as* material, in that very charter, was made by 
l&ng Williamimmediattfly after the'ReVolutibn. Shall it then 
he- faid, in this Houfe,* that it is an afoufe of jiowdr for the 
preftnt King, fitting irt« Kts Parliaments to do ah a&iiniilal: 
to»what King William, that great reftorfer of Brkifli freeU 
doa^idid bj$ the advice ofrhifroctoaoil only j. tHongh that coun- 
cil 
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cil was compoTed of men that loved liberty as well, and Ha- 
zarded as much in the prefervation of it, as any fet of patriots 
before or fince. 

As to the papers upon your lord&ips table, it appears from 
them to be the general opinion of all thofe who, either from 
their office, or their iituation, ?re capable of judging what 
will be the probable effeft of it, that a fteady perfeverance to' 
fupport the rights of the legiflature will, in the end, bring 
the Americans to a juft fenfe of their duty and their in te reft* 

It will then be time for tendernefs and forgivcnefs. May ' 
I not add, it will then be time for indulgence even to popu- 
lar prejudices, and that idea they are fa fond of, the right of 
taxing themfelves. 

But was Great Britain tamely to fubmit to the indignities 
that have been put upon her, her coridefcenfion would defeat 
its very purpofe, and be treated as a meannefs and timidity. 
It might, indeed, procure peace • but it would be only drawing 
afhes oyer the embers, that would ftill be burning underneath, 
or, like the a& of an unfkilful furgeon, who heals the wound 
outwardly, while it is ftill left fettering within. 

I fhall^ therefore, give my vote for this addrefs ; iiot be-* 
caufe I love coercive meafures, though, to a certain degree, 
they may become necefiary. I approve of it rather, becaufe 
it takes the middle way {a much recommended by the" noble 
and learned lord 5 for the fteadinefs is the means, yet recon- 
ciliation is avowedly the end propofed." Reconciliation is 
what I (hall never lofe fight of; and I am perfuaded that, 
could your lordfhips be induced to join unanimouily in this 
addrefs, it would fpeedily bring about what all your lordihips 
are defirous of, the peace, harmony, and lafting profperity of 
the Britifti empire. 

The Duke of Richmond obferved, that he thought it was Dukd of 
extremely improper for the Right Reverend Bench to take *'«*«•*« 
any part on the prefent occafion, or to be at all acceflary to 
the (hedding of the blood of their fellow-creatures and fellow- 
fubje&s. It would be much fitter, if they interfered at all a 
to a<5l as mediators, than as perfecutors j more confident with 
the principles they profefled to teach ; but much more par- 
ticularly fuited to the facred functions they were called to , 
difcharge. He faid, that by the fpecimen now given, he 
fhould not be furprized to fee the lawn fleeves upon thofe 
benches ft ained with the blood of their innocent and op* 
preffed countrymen on the other fide the Atlantic. 

The Duke of Manchefter animadverted with great energy fcuke 6/ 
on -the very indecent and unprecedented attack made by zManckfitf* 

Vol. II.' I iioble 



Digitized by 



Google 



$ PARLIAMENTARY A.i^j. 

noble Loixf early in the debate [Lrirfl Lyttelton} on alltHbfe 
who happened to differ With hirri. Hfe fold it was a pretty 
method of convincing an adverfary, to tell him'- that his op- 
p'ofidon t'a irteafdres was founded irf tfce wbrft "motives ; 2nd 
that all wh'o entertained contrary fentiments to His own, vifere* 
weak and wifcked counsellor's. Such language had been al- 
ways difcouritenanced, and he hoped would always meet' 
with the* ftrorigfenV marks of difcoutagemeht and difapprbba- 
tion iri that H6uf*e, as it would otherwise baniffi all fobcr 
deliberation arid 1 free 4 difcuffion front within 1 thbfe walls ; and 
introduce* in tHeir ftead, the moft ihiproper perforialfties arid 
dilejaceful altercations. 
TxxALytttb . The Lord Lyttelton endeavoured to exculpate hinifejf frorii 
**• the charges of ttife two noble Dukes; H6 faid, any thing 

fevere'he might haVe dropped refpe&ing a nobld and learned 
. Lord on t'h*e otfier fidfr, was only upon certain fuppofitfori's. He 
had riot, however, changed hisopiniori relative to the true in- 
terpretation of trtafon , nor could he bring himfelf to fub- 
•jfcribe to his L6rdflitp's definition of it ; as the iriore he 
thought ontji'^ fubjJCCT, or heard it argued, the fuller he was 
fatisffed that AniSrica was in* rebellion. He faid, he Hkd a 
very high* autnority to firippdrt Him (Lord chief juftice Fo- 
ifer) and a real friend to libferty, who enumerates feVfcral 
fpecies of treafoh, befides tHofe exprefsly ddiried by the fta- 
tute of the 15th of Edward III. and lays it down as law, 
though" a confutation to levy war, in which the peMbn of 
the King is ridt meant to be jnj\ired, may afppear riot to be 
treafori within the ftatute ofEdwardHI. yet, tnat an overt 
ac9: of one fpecies of treafon may be good evidence to prove 
an iritention to commit the other. 
L«d Ma»f. The Lord Mansfield aflured the koqfe, that he had not 
fdd. given, the leaft intimation to the noble Lord of what he now 

urged % but that it was noverthelefs the general dodrine laid 
down by thofe who had written on the fubjeift* He was perfo- 
nally acquainted with the great law authority now quoted, who 
aflured him, he was prefent in court at the trial of the of*- 
fenders in QWert Ann's time, Who pulled' down the naeeting- 
Houfes, arid that Holt, chief juftice, arid the reff of the court 
agreed, &at Evidence of an overt a& of oritf fpecfes of trea- 
fori was itofliciSht proof 6f an* ovirt i& of another fpecies of 
treafori. 
Urd Ctf»- The L6rd Camden flSil retained his farther fcntiriierifs ; M 
4e* entered into a' Warm euiogiuih 6ri the leanted jutfge alluded 

"to : infifted thte do&ririe now imputed to hitn Was npt his ; ; 
offered to riVet the rioble and' learned Lotd oh- the other fide* j 
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on that ground ; f and pnn.afke.tf, tb^t tHe^rxfcnde^obi^l of 
the language held this day, yvras to bring .the vtnhappy Ame- 
ricans tp England to be tried, under the a$ of jfca/jr J^I/I. 
and have thein butchered in the King's Ikpqh^Eariy ^n the 
debate, Lord M? n $field having faid, -that tliemiuvlters of the 
Church of England were gerfecuted by tfcc .F^patidb ,9/ JBo- 
fton, find other parts of Nejv England, Lord ,Cam<jen r^pre- 
hend^d hicn very feverely, fqr uhng fuch ir#amm,ajory lan- 
guage. 

Xhe jEjarl of Dartmouth clofed the debate : He ;{aid, that *** of 
he *pprpv,ed of the meafure'; that America woyi4 |>e tender- Dartmutk * 
\y and gently treated, if they would return to their .plje- 
d tepee ; thatjbe^as dire&ed by his .own judgrneht, nptby 
Lpjd J^n&fie Id's j and that he believed Lord ^lansfield -was 
^t^y ( ijn^nne<Sted yvith the prefent adminiftration* 

The above debate lafted till forty minutes paft one o'clock 
in the morning ; when the previous queftion.wrap jMtt, Whe- 
ther the main question fhall be nowput ? 

' ?^t%h *' Not Contents z 9 . 

It vvasrefplved in the Affirmative^ 
pjffentifttt, 

10:, The previous queftion was moved, not x to prevent 
the proceeding in the addrefe, communicated at the confe- 
rence witji the Commons, but in order to prefent the peti- 
tions of the Nprth American merchants and of the Weft In- 
dia merchants and planters, which petitions the Houfe might 
reje&, if frivolous, or poftpone if not urgent, as it might < 
{txm ;fit to their jyifitoro ; but to hurry on the bufinefs to 
which thefe petitions fo materially and dire&ly related, th/e 
expxejs prayer of which was, that they might be heard before 
" any refplution may be taken by this right honourable 
Houfe refpe&ipg America," to refufe fo much as to fuffer 
them to be prefented, is a proceeding of the nvpft unwar- 
rantable nature, and dire&ly fubverfive of tne rpoft (acred 
rights of the fubjed. It is the more particularly e^qtptio*' 
nable, as a Lord in his place, at the express deiue of the 
Weft India merchants, informed the Houfe, that if necef- 
fitated fo to do, they were ready, without counfel or farther 
preparation, inftantly to pffer evidence to prove, that feveral 
iflands of the Weft Indies could not he able to fubfift after 
the pgerapon of the propofed addrefs in America. Juftice 
in regard to individuals', policy with regpro 1 to the public, 
and decorum with regard to ourfelves, required that we fbould 
admit this petition to be .prefented. By refilling it, juftice 
is dented. 

I % *My> Becaufo 
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adly, Becaufe the papers laid upon our table By minifters, 
are fo manifeftfy defe&ive, and fo avowedly curtailed, that 
we can derive from them nothing like information of the 
true ftate of the objeft on which we are going to a&, or of 
the confequences of the refolutions which we may take. 
We ought (a* we conceive) with gladnefs, to have accept- 
ed that information from the merchants, which, if it had 
not been voluntarily offered, it was our duty to feek: There 
is nc* information concerning the ftate of our colonies (taken 
in any point of view) which the merchants are hot far more 
competent to give, than governors or officers, who often 
know far lefs of the temper and difpofition, or may be more 
difpofed to mifreprefent it than the merchants. Of this 
We have a full and melancholy experience in the miftaken 
ideas on which the fatal a£ts of the laft Parliament were 
formed. 

3dly, Becaufe we are of opinion, That in th$ entering 
jnto a war, in which mifchief and inconvenience are great 
and certain (but the utmoft extent of which it is impoffible 
to forefee) true policy requires that thofe who are moft like- 
ly to be immediately affected, fhould be thoroughly fatisfied 
of the deliberation with which it was undertaken : And we 
apprehend that the planters', merchants, and manufacturers, 
will not bear their lofles and burthens, brought on them by 
the propofed civil war, the better, for our refufing fo much as 
to hear them, previous' to our engaging in that war 5 nor will 
our precipitation in refolving, add much to the Aicccfs in 
executing any plan that may be purfued. 

We proteft therefore, againft the refufal to fuffer fuch pe- 
titions to be prefented, and we thus clear ourfelves to our 
country, of the difgrace and mifchief which muft- attend* 
this unconftitutional, indecent, and improvident proceeding, 
Richmond, Portland, 

Ponsonsy* Camden, 

Archer, Fitzwilliam, 

Rockingham, Scarbrough, 

Wycombe, Abergavenny, 

Effingham, Abingdon, 

Tqrrington, Craven, 

Stanhope, Courtenay, 

CHOLMONDEtEY, TaNKERVILLE, 

Then the main queftion was put, Whether to agree with 
^ the Commons in the faid addrefs, by inferting the words 
" Lords fpiritual and temporal, and— " 
Jt wa? refolved in. the affirmative. 

Contents, 
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Contents, 87. f 

Non-contents, 27. 
Diffentient) 

iff, Becaufe the violent matter of this dangerous addrefs, 
was highly aggravated bv the violent manner, in which it 
was precipitately hurried through the Houfe. Lords were 
not allowed the interpolation of a moment's time for delibera- 
tion, before they were driven headlong into a declaration of 
civil wan A conference was held with the Commons, an 
addrefs of this importauce prefented, all extraneous infor- 
mation^ altho* offered, pofitively refufed $ all petitions arbi- 
trarily reje&ed, and the whole of this moft awful bufinefs, 
received, debated, and concluded, in a fingle day. 

adly, Becaufe no legal grounds were laid in argument or 
in fatt, to fhew that a rebellion, properly fo called, did 
exift in Maflachufets Bay, when the papers of the lateft 
date, and from whence alone we derive our information, 
wete written. The overt afts to which the fpecies of trea- 
fon affirmed in the addrefs ought to be applied, were not 
eftablifhed, nor any offenders marked out : but a general 
mafs of the ad of turbulence, faid to be done at various 
times and places, and of various natures, were all thrown 
together to make out one general conftru&ive treafon : nei- 
ther was there any fort of proof of the continuance of any 
unlawful force, from whence we could infer that a rebellion 
does now exift. And we are the more cautious of pronounc- 
ing any part of his Majefty's dominions, to be in actual re- 
bellion, becaufe the cafes of conftrii£live treafon under that 
branch of 25th of Edward the Third, which defcribes the 
crime of rebellion, have been already fo far extended by the 
judges, and the diftin&ions thereupon fo nice and fubtle, 
that no prudent man ought to declare any fingle perfon in 
that fituation, without the cleareft evidence of uncontro- 
vertible overt a£b, to warrant fuch a declaration. Much 
lefs ought fo high an authority as both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, to denounce fo fevere a judgment againft a confide- 
rable part of his Majefty's fubje&s, by which his forces may 
think themfelves juftified in commencing a war, without 
any further order or commiffion, . 

3dly, Becaufe we think that feveral a<9s of thelaft Par- 
liament, and feveral late proceedings of admimftration, with 
regard to the colonies, are real grievances, and juft caufes 
of complaint ; and we cannot, in honour or in confcience, 
confent to<an addrefs which commends the temper by which 
proceedings fo very intemperate have been carried on ; 

nor 
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nor can we perfuade ourfelves to authorize violent courfes 
againft perfons in the colonies, who have refifted authority, 
without at the fame time redreffing the grievances which 
have given but too mifch provocation for their behaviour. 

4thly, Becaufe w* think the loofe pod general aflurances 
given by the addrefs, of future redtefs of grievances, in cafe 
of fubmiffion, is far from fatisfaftory, or at all likely tp pro- 
duce their epd ; whilft the ads cppplaincd of, continue un- 
repealed, or unamended ; and their authors remain.in autho- 
rity here, becaufe thefe ad viler* of all ,tbe meafuces ^vbich 
.have brought on the calamities of this .empire, will not be 
trufted while they defend, as juft, .ne,ceflary, and even in- 
dulgent, all tbe a£ts complained of as grjeyances, by the 
Americans ; and muft therefore, qq tluur own principles, 
be bound in future to govern the colonics in the manner, 
which has already produced fuch fryd effefis: and jve 
fear that the refufal of this Houfe, Co much as to receive 
.previous to determination (yvhich is the moft offenfive mode 
of reje&ion) petitions from the unoffending natives of Great 
Britain, and the Weft India lilands, afflpr.ds bi^t a very dif- 
couragihg pro!pe& of .our obtaining hereafter any petitions 
at all, from thofe whom Ve have declared aQqrs in rebellion, 
or abettors of that crime. 

Laftly, Becaufe the means of enforcing the authority of 
jthe firiti(h legislature, is confined to peripas of ivhofe capa- 
city, for that purpofe, from abundant experience, we have 
.reafon to doubt ; and who haye hitherto ufed no eife&ual 
means of conciliating or of reducing tfyofe who oppqfe that 
authority : This appears in the conftant failure of all .their 
projefts, the ipfuiEciency of all their information, fad tl^e 
difappointment of all the hopes, which they have for ieveral 
years held out to the public. Parliament has never refuted 
, any of their propofals, and yet our affairs have proceeded 
daily from bad to worfe, until we haye heeii brought, ftep 
by ftep, to that ftace of confufion, anfl even civil vipjence, 
^vhich was the natural xefult of thefe defperate meafures. 

We therefore proteft againft an addrefs amounting to a 
declaration of war, which is founded on no prober parlia- 
mentary information ; which wa? introduce^ hy refufi[ng to 
iuffer. the prefentation of petitions againft it, (although 'it bo 
,the undoubted right of the fubjeS tp present Uie fame) ; 
which followed the rejection of every mode of conciliation $ 
which holds out no fubftantial offer of redr;e/s of grievances ; 
and which promifes fupport to thofe mjnjfters ,|ybo have in- 
flamed America, and grof&ly mif$opdu^d jthe a$airs of 
Qreat Britain, 

Rich* 
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RrcHttbitt** 


Cholmonbelby* 


CltX**!*, 


AbTNGDOK, 


AltCfftR, 


PoRTIrANO, 


• * AwntGAVEitiry* 


CamdMn, 


Rockingham, 


Effingham, 


Wycombe* 


Stanhope* 


CoURTEKAY, 


Scarbrough, 


ToRRltfGTON, 


FlTZWILLIAM, 


PotfsotfBV, 


Tavkervxlle. 


Lift of the* minority, 


who divided upon the previouf 


queftfoft. 


v' 


D ukes of Cumberland , 


Earls of Stamford 


RiChlnofid. 


Strafford 


Detbflihlr* 


Tankerville 


Portland 


Vifcounts Courtenay 


MmfeHeftet 


Torrington 


Marquis' of Rtfckmgtlfitri 


^ords Abergavenny 


Earls of Abingdoft 


Archer 


Bsfbdrdcilgft 


Beaulieu 


Choftfcondetey 


Gam den 


Coventry 


Craven 


Effingharrt 


Fortefcue 


Fit* William 


Kirtg , 


Scarbrough 


Sondes 


Sfeelburne 


Bi&op of Exeter 


Spencer 





March 6. 

This day was hefcrd a remarkable tythe cattfe. 

The cafe fhprtly was this : Two iffiie* hati been tried at 
the affizes of Lincoln, to enquire wh*t were the modes for 
co1Ie&ing tythes in the parifh of Ryfotn, and whether the 
lands* in queftion, of Which tythe was demanded were extra- 
parochial, or within the parifh. The jury found for Mi*. 
Chapliir, the proprietor of the land. Judge Blackftone atJ- 
tended and, as the judge who tried the caufe, reported the 
evidence. His opinion Wfcs, that the veYdid Was againft evi- 
denced The' clergjta*r*, Mr. Bree, Applied to the court of 
Exchequer, 1 and obtaiheVl two orders for new trials, which 
Mr. Chaplin n6Wcotiipl&ined of* and againft thefe orders 
appealed to* (he Moufe Of Lords. 

It a?p£e*ared' by the judge's report, and the arguments of 
toumfel, Ctaft die* appellant, Chaplin, was owner and occupier 
of all the lands in the parifh of Ryfotr* in the county of 
LincdHi^ «tf th* affiowteof twothoufahd aeres r for which he 
paid' no tythe whatever, but a fum,of money of 15l.10s.1fjd.. 

by 
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by way of compofition : this being confiderably under the 
real value, the refpondent, Bree, redor of tlje parifh, exhi- 
bited his bill in the court of Exchequer, Hilary term, 1769* 
. praying that the appellant might be deemed to account with 
him, according to the real and full value of the lands* 

The appellant admitted generally the allegations con- 
tained in the refpondent's bill.; but infifted that part of the 
lands called Grange de Lynge, mentioned in the pleadings, 
were not within the parifh of Ryfom, being .extra- parochial ; 
and that an ancient compofition real, anterior to the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, had been made between the patron and 
parfon of the parifh, /or the yearly fum of 15I. 16s. ifd. in 
lieu and full fatisfa&ion of all tythes, and other ecclefiaftical 
dues. The faid caufe being heard before the barons of the 
Exchequer, two iffues were dire£ted to be tried, the firft at 
the next Lincoln affizes, to enquire whether the lands of 
Grange de Lynge were in the parifl* of Ryfom ; the fecond;- 
whether there had been any compofition real between the pa- 
tron and parfon, previous to the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
On the 25th and 26th of March, 17749 both matters came 
to be determined before Mr. juftice Blackftone and two fpe- 
cial juries, at Lincoln, when verdi&s in both iffues were 
found for the appellant, that Grange de Lynge was extra-pa- 
rochial ; and that there had been an ancient compofition real, 
paid in lieu and full fatisfa&ion of tythes and ecclefiaftical 
dues. 

The refpondent, looking upon himfelf to be aggrieved by 
both verdi&s, and conceiving that the learned judge who 
tried the caufe, (by his dire&ion of the jury) was of opi- 
nion, that the appellant had failed in proving the affirmative, 
or either of the proportions on which he refted his caufe, 
applied for a new trial at the court of Exchequer, who, af- 
ter hearing counfel feveral days, thought fit to order a new 
trial on both iffues, againft which the appellant, Chaplin* 
appealed. 
Lord Cban- As foon as the counfel had finifhed the reply, the Lord 
ceJlor. Chancellor obferved, tjhat the whole of the firft queftion, 
refted folely on the conftru£tion of the terms, in which the 

frant of the 30th of Henry the Eighth to Charles Brandon, 
)uke of Suffolk,, of the lands in queftion, was conceived^ 
—His Lord (hip recited the grant, and obferved, that in. the 
firft claufe the words were, that he granted the lands 0/ 
Grange de Lynge, in the county of -Lyncoln, and all the 
N lands in the lordfhip and parifh of Ryfom, . to .the faid 

Charle* 
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Charles, &c which, whatever conftru&ion might be put 
on it, ftrongly inclined him to believe, that Grange de 
Lynge was in the county, and not in the parifh of Ryfom. 
The other part of the faid grant, which the learned judge, 
be faid, feemed. to lay greateft ftrefs on in his report, was, 
where the grant mentioned all granges in faid parifh, and 
no other grange appearing to lie within the parifh, it was ex- 
tremely natural and probable, that it could be only Grange 
de'Lynjze which was meant to be therein defcribed ; but 
here again be begged leave to differ : for, coupled almoft 
with thofe words, Grange de Lynge was defcribed to be in the 
county of Lincoln, and not in the parifh of Ryfom $ confer 
quently, be, was clearly of opinion, that Grange de Lynge 
was an extra- parochial place, and that the decree of the court 
of Exchequer, ordering a new trial on thatiffue, ought to be 
reverted. As to the compofition real, no evidence having 
been brought to prove that it was of more ancient date than 
the year 1 707 ; and different fums, at feveral times, being 
paid, onetime 4I. another 10U and laftly 15I. which if an 
ancient compofition within the ftatute, fhould have been 
equal and uniform, he was of opinion, that another trial 
ought to be had, and that of courfe the fecond order ought 
to be affirmed. His Lordfhip then returned to the woolfack, 
and put thequeftion on the reverfal of thefirft order, which 
was agreed to ; and having put the queftion of affirmance 
on the order of a new trial on the fecond Jflfue, feveral Lords 
were riling, 

The Lord Le Defpenar was, however, permitted: to (peak* *•** *j 
He faid, the prefent order, if affirmed, might be a precedent * ) W tt " er * 
big with the moft fatal confequences to. the landed intereft 
in general; and that, fhould fuch a claim prevail in {he pre* 
fent iriftance, it might at once render one half of the land-* 
ed property in the kingdom infecure arid precarious. Here, 
fays bis Lordfhip, from the year ,*6oi, for the fpace of 174 
years, a compofition has been paid in lieu of tythea ; and 
now a man, in a diftant county, who cannot perform any 
duty, becaufe be cannot be at the fame time in two places, 
in Eflex and in Lincoln, comes to demand tythcs ina place 
where there is no congregation, where there is not .a church, 
nor has been in the memory of man, and where, befides, 
the few prieftly functions performed are paid for to a neigh- 
bouring clergyman* But however unreafonable and inequi* 
table fuch a claim may be, there is fiill fomething infinitely 
worfe, when we come to examine fome of the circumftancea 
attnding this cafe. This gentleman's father purchafed this 

Vol.. II. K eftate 



Digitized by 



Google 



'h 



«* PARLIAMElfTARY A.tfy^ 

dbte in die year 1721, under the idea df ib being only en- 
cumbered with a payment of 15b per annum ; and at tfie 
end of half a century, a claim is made which will CQnfi«te~ 
rably leffen its value j and what ftill cattfes additional aggra- 
vation i*, that the prefent appellant and hi* father have ex- 
pended above foool. in improving the eftate ; fo that a man 
may fink his whole fortun* in improvement, and be per- 
mitted to do fo, and bf this dodrine it ihay go on fodm fa- 
ther to fon fucceffively for a century and a half 5 and when 
the wild or waft© is brought into a ftate of cultivation, then 
fome latent, dormant claim is fet up, whereby the perfon or 
family may be at once ftripped of die fruits of their proper- 
ty, labour and ihduftry* His Lordihip, therefore, (aid, that 
if a motion had not been already made by the noble and 
learned Lord on the woolfack, he fhould move for reverting 
both orders, but at all events he fhould give the latter part 
df it his hearty negative* 
Earl of The Earl of Denbigh faid, that the principles of the Revo* 
btnkigb. l u tion were ftrongly in favour of juries, and that he Should 
never fit filent in that Houfe, and hear it as a doflrine not 
to bfe departed from* that the judges Were to determine When 
juries did, or did ndt* perfbrhi their duty ; that boWever 
nigh a refpeft he might entertain for the learned judge Who 
tried the caufe, or deferenfce he might be willing to pay to 
Ats opinion on matters of mere law, he ftould never counte- 
nance any thing which might feem tb have the moft diftant 
appearance of granting new trials on flight occafions* Or giv- 
ing th£ judges an indifcriminatte power and controul over 
juries. He laid no man refpeded the church mort than he 
did, or wifhed more fincfctely for the prefervation bf her juffc 
rights and priveleges ; but he believed, if fuch vexatious 
claims as the prefent were fet Up and purftfcd, the nation 
at Urge would find itfdf under a neceffity df procuring a 
hiHum impus law, to fecaie their property againft the en- 
croachments of the church, as it had been on a rqeeat oc^ 
cafiort againft thpfe of the crowm 
Archbifhop Thfe Archbiihop of Canterbury faid, he by no mean9 
ofCfitterhu- agreed with what fell from the noble Earl ; and as for the 
** % noble Lord who fpoke btfore him, he prefumed to fay, he 

was miftaken ; for thfc cohipofition which he faid took place 
In f6ot, was of no longer {landing than 1707 ; and to go 
Do further into the ariuVnenr, the difference between both 
compofitions was the fulleft proof bf the non-exiftthce of 
cither as an antient comjtofition ; befcauft* if It eottfd be fo 
conftrued, the compofrtion at both periods fnuft hive been 
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the feme $ whereat the former was idL and the Utter 15L 
the ftrongeft proof in the world with him, that they were 
made according to the real value at the itfpb&ive periodt. 

The Lord LtDfauur anfweied, that it mattered very lit- \»* ** 
de what was the compofition at one time, compared with D v autr • 
what it was at another; but it was perfectly plain to 
him, that a profcription orufage of 60 yean, from 1704 
or 17*7, to 1767, fatisfied hiscoofcicnce (all the other cir- 
cumA^nces of a bwafidi purchafr, and money expended in 
improvement confidered, with the total non-performance of 
doty, and abftinence of all .the functions on which die re- 
fpondent could only equitably claim the tythes or ecclefisfhV 
tal dues) that the prefent composition was a good one, and 
fliould on every principle and policy be foftained by their 
Lordfhips. 

The Archbifliop of Canterbury replied, that the qoeftioa AichMAop 
in his opinion was fimply, whether the ad of the 13th of *&**"**» 
Queen Elizabeth, fincc which no compofition could have ta* 
ken place, ihould determine their Lordlhips. He therefore 
called upon fome noble Lord, learned in the law, to rife and 
direct the judgment of the Houfe, in a matter which feemed 
at prefent to be controverted* 

Lord Mansfitld, after afluring the Houfe that he did not Urd *&»/» 
mean to give a vote, as he had not attended the two firft days,/^ 
faid, he was aftoniibed to hear- fuch doctrines laid down, as 
perfons confeiences being fatisfied in direct contradi&ion to 
an exprefs ftatute. He infixed, that any determination for* 
med on fuch dodrine would be monftrous, would be iniqui- 
tous. I do not pretend to fay, continued bis Lordihip, 
whether the compofition contended for is not more ancient 
than the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but will anv Lord in 
this Houfe, at this time of day, rife and tell me, tnat a com* 
pofition of 60 or 174 years, or eVtn an hour later than the 
paffing of the ftatute of the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, will 
legally of equitably defeat the intentions of that ftatute | 
No, I hope! fhall never hear Jo wild, fo dangerous a doc- 
trine feribufly maintained. What, my Lords, would be the 
confluence of fuch a procedure ? Why, that we fitting 
here in our judicial capacity, ihould, by one fingle deterjni* 
nation, abrogate all the laws of the land 5 for if we can 
do it in one inftance, cannot we clearly do it in every other ? 
There is an exprefs ftatute patted in the 13th year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, which positively nullifies and ren* 
dcrs ineffectual every agreement. whatever made by an in- 
tumbent, which may injure, nay bind, hip fucceflbr; and 
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are we to aher the laws of the land, becanfe from fomc 
particular inftances we are induced Co think and fed oar can- 
iciences iatisfied ? No ; if it bean hardflrip which may ex- 
tend in a variety of inftances fo as to become a real griev- 
ance, let the legiflature remedy it, let a bill be brought in 
to prevent the mifchief ; but let us not, under the appea- 
rance of equity and juftice, by a vote or determination of 
this Hoofe, overthrow all law and juftice, and by averting 
one evil, introduce ten thousand others of infinitely greater 
magnitude. 
V*iCm- Lord Cmndtn doled the debate* He informed the Hoafe, 
4m. that as be did not attend till the fecond day, he fliould give 

no vote on the occafion ; he fliould never be the firft that 
would introduce fo fatal a precedent, fliould it ever come to 
be adopted, as giving a vdte without perfonally attending 
from the beginmngto the end. His Lordfliip complimented 
Lord Mansfield highly on the part he bad taken, as the great 
patron of the common law. He expatiated largely on the 
Sentiments thrown out by the noble and learned Lord ; after 
which he confined himfdf chiefly to two points : the firft 
to prove, that there was no compofition ; for that the fum 
paid was always fairly equivalent to the value of the land, 
even to the very laft compofition, in the reign of Queen 
Ann, when the lands in queftion were rated at 104J. per 
annum, and the compofition was 15I; the fecond, to (hew, 
, that whenever a nullum tempus bill ^ould pafs, refpeding th6 
pofleffions of the clergv, from that inftant there would be a 
foundation laid for ftripping her of her inheritance, as 
things might beeafily managed between the patron and in- 
cumbent, fo as that in two ordinary fucceffions, the patrons, 
in whofe gifts the' livings are, might fettle matters with thofe 
who might be glad to accept them on any terms ; that com- 
pofitions might be fet up within a period of fixty years, fuffi- 
cient to ftrip the church of more than one half, or two thirds 
' of the real value of the livings (he now pofiefled. 

The queftion being put on the Lord Chancellor's motion, 
it pafled in the affirmative, without one diflenting voice. 

[There were feldom left than iixty Lords prefent, during 
the whole time of hearing this caufe, and fixteen or eigh- 
teen btftops.] 

March 15, 
Second reading of the New England reftraining bill. This 
bill was brought up from the Commons on the 9th, and im- 
mediately read the firft time, when there was no debate. 
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ITie Marquis of Rockingham prcfented the following pe- 
tition againft the bill. 
T$ the Kigbt Homurable the Lards Spiritual and Temporal in 

Parliament ajfembled. 
The Petition of the Merchants, Traders, and others of the 

City of London, interefted in the American commerce, N 
Humbly Iheweth, 

That your petitioners are deeply concerned to find that , 
there is now depending before this right honourable Houfe^ 
a bill to reftrain the trade and commerce of the province of 
Maflachufets Bay, and NcwHampuHiit, and colonies of Con- 
necticut and* Rhode Ifland, and Providence Plantation in 
North America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh 
Iflands in the Weft Indies ; and to prohibit fuch provinces 
and colonies from carrying on any fifhery on the banks of 
Newfoundland, or other places therein to be mentioned, un- 
der certain reftridions, and for a time to be limitted. 

Your petitioners beg leave to reprefent, that the faid bill, 
Jhoiild it pafs into a law, will, in its operation, deprive thou- 
sands of his Majefty's loyal fubjeSs of their adual fubfi-^ 
ftence, and reduce them to extreme diftrefs, even that of- fa- 
mine, the faid provinces not generally railing corn fufficient 
for their own (upporc ; and by this bill they will be pre- 
vented from receiving any fupplies from their lifter colonies, 
and precluded from their natural refourcc— the fea. 

Your petitioners have reafon to believe* that \'ery great 
numbers of men, bred and employed in the fisheries, who in 
hardinefs and intrepidity are not exceeded by any in this ex- 
tensive empire, will be impelled, by the preffing calls of hun-, 
ger and want, and a juft feeling for their violated rights, to 
fuch a condu& as may be productive of devaluation and blood- 
Ihed, which may endanger the peace and welfare of his Ma- 
jefty's American dominions ; or be induced to employ them- 
felves in fifhing for the French, and thereby give our rivals 
the means of Supplying the markets in Europe, which will 
render it difficult for us ever to regain that valuable branch of 
commerce* 

Your petitioners beg leave further to reprefent, that there 
is now due from the faid provinces and colonies, to the city 
of London only, one million fterling and upwards ; thatthei^ 
remittances are almoft entirely made by means of the fi(he- 
rics, and confequently the ruin brought on thofe colonies 
will deeply injure the commercial intereft of Great Britain, 
and ultimately fall on the landed property of thefe kingdoms. 

That among the other grievances of which our fellow fub- 
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jefis in America <b generally complain, i» their being depriv- 
ed of trial by jury in particular cafes, and the extenfion of the 
jurjjfdi&ion of tie admiralty &vr*s ; which grievance* your 
petitioners, with much concern, find are not only continued, 
but extended by -the prefent bill ; and they think it their duty 
to reprefrnt it as their firm opinion to this right honourable 
Houfe, that the difquietudes which univerfally prevail in the 
sninds of their fellow fubje&s in America, will be incre&fed 
and confirmed by this bill, which is unjuft, as they conceive, 
becaufe it involves the punishment of thofe who are allowed 
to be innocent, with thole who are fcppofed to be guilty, 
and that tbefe disquietudes will never be removed, unlefs le- 
nient roeafwes arc purfued, and their grievances redrafted*. 

, Your petitioners therefore moll hbmbly pray, that the faid 
bill may not pafs into a law. 

The houfe after feme debate agreed to read, the bill, and 
then to call witnefles. 
** r# iii** Mr. Sith Jtnkinsy matter of a trading vrifcl, was the firfc 
* m witne fs called* He faid that the inhabitants of the ifland of 

Nantucket confift of about fix or feven thoufand fouls, moftly 
Qpafceis ; that their whole employment was in fitting on the 
hanks of Newfoundland, and in the whale fifliery ; that they 
generally fitted out ja fail of fliips annually, navigated by 
2400 feamen ; the average produce of the cargoes at market 
was about 90,000!. that the veflels were moftly built in 
America, which found the timber, the mafts and the iron, 
all the other materials being the produce of Great Britain', 
befidestbefi&tng tackling, nets, &c. that they had their provi* 
fions from the continent, which being cut off by the prefent 
hill, they muft perifii with famine, from two caufes equally 
inevitable, being deprived at the fame time of the means of 
purchafing or procuring provifions, had they the liberty fo to 
to do, or of the liberty, had they the means of paying for 
them ; that the New-England provinces produced a fufitcient 
quantity of provifions for their own consumption, except in 
the article of bread corn ; that they had wheat flour, and In* 
dian corn from the more fouthern provinces of New York, 
Penfylvania, &c. that if they (hould be cut off from thofe 
fupplies, the certain effe&s of fuch a prohibition muft be a 
{amine ; that they aft? in no habit of cultivating their land, 
fo as to raife corn fufEcient for fome years for their {upport, 
nor, with their greateft efforts of induftry, could they be able 
to raife a fubftttutc, fuch as potatoes, &c. in the place of com, 
fuficient to prevent a famine ; and, that hems well -con- 
vinced, that no temptation would induce' t^mie fade in 
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Nov* Scotia, or about Halifax, as the? believe it to be a ini- 
Mtarv government. 

Mr. #rw* Watfon, an American faerdiani, was the next Mr.**** 
perfon examined. He faid, that he went to America in the w **i<*- 
year 1764, with an intention of acquiring every po&ble in« 
formation relative to the ftate of the trade and commerce of 
that country, and after the moft laborious researches and 
Careful investigations, he found it to be of die utraoft confe* 
quence, and daily on the increafe; that among, the firft im* 
portant branches of their commerce, he difcovered the fi&cry 
to be one, continually employing 6000 feamen and 150 fail 
of veflels, befides the numbers employed. to carry the cod* 
whale fins* blubber, oil, fcc. to the feveral European mar-* 
kets. He then entered into a long detail, enumerating the 
feveral articles juft mentioned, the places where they were dif* 
pofed of,and the various great and important benefits derived to 
the mother country,, where the whole at laft centred. He 
Hated that the amount of the fifliery, or the net proceeds at 
the Weft Indian, Portuguese, Italian, and Spanifh markets*, 
was about aoo,oeol. per annum, on * an average j and he be* 
lieved it to be confiderably incieafed fines be made Ms com* 
jputation. He further informed the Heuft, that the amount 
of the exports toAmerica,at that period was about a, 7 00,000k 
per annum § and that he believed it was fiAce very confide*, 
tably «icreafe<L He obferved, that the general entries at the 
ctrfkmi-houfe art ufually very erroneous ; and bang afked 
how he could pretend to fpeak with fuch accuracy upon the 
fubjed, he anfwered, that at -the time of die repeal of the 
ftamp»ad, the committee of merchants agreed to put in un* 
figned papers into a box, ftating the amount of their refpec- 
tive exports ; and that upon examination, thofe papers fur* 
nifiied the round fum of 2,6io,oool. He was then preffed to 
declare, if all the fuppofed hardships and fcvere confequences 
dreaded from the bill might not be eafily prevented by the 
people on whom this bill was intended to operate. He faid, 
if he had liberty to fpeak his fentiments, he was ready to 
reply. Being defired to 'proceed, he faid, in the inftance now* 
before the Houfe, the very reverie was known to be the cafe ? 
for here are 7000 perfons doomed to ftarve for want of pro- 
vifions, or the means of paying for them if they had them* 
without any imputed fault or ad of difobedience whatfoevcr* 
therefore, fays he, I thirik that thofe people at ieaft cannot, 
by any a£t of their own, prevent the ruin and deftro&ion 
which now threatens them, as they are ready to fubmk to 
fcvery ordinance frnd command of the mother, country. 
, - Meflh. , 
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Meflb.lff- Meflrs. Li/i*rzmi Davis, two merchants of Poole to New- 
*r and £*- foundland, were next feverally examined. Their evidence 
went to prove* that Acre are, upon an average, about 
36,000 tons of (hipping employed in that fifbery, befides fhaU 
lops j that out of that number, Poole and Dartmouth fupply 
about two-thirds, and that they are managed in the propor- 
tion of 100 men to a veflel of 200 tons, or one man to 
two tori ; that thofe crews confift generally of 1 2 able 
feamen, and 83 paflengers ; that to every four feamen they 
are obliged to carry out a green man, that is, to make 
a man unufed to the fea learn to work the {hip, row, &c. 
.that the whole number employed is about 20,000 perfons, and 
the net produce of cargoes at market about 500,0001. that, if 
a total prohibition took place, fo as intirely and perpetu- 
ally to exclude the Ncw-Englanders, Great Britain would 
almoft this year, and ever after, be enabled entirely to fupply 
the European markets ; that this would be much more ad- 
vantageous to the mother-country, as it would occafion an 
encreafc of feamen, fit toman our fleets on any emergency* 
which could not be the cafe in either event, were the New 
England fifhery continue^, for, in the firft place, the pro- 
fits never centered here,. nor did their fifhery fcarcely afford a 
fingle feaman in time of war, as they were exempted by adk 
of Parliament from the prefs. They added befides, that 
France could never come in competition with us, as they had 
neither the means of curing the fifh when catched, nor the 
mode of fitting it for the Foreign markets ; that the fpecies 
of fifh now fold in Spain was moflly cured by the AmerU 
cans, but thai the Britifh fifhery could foon fupply that 
market; and that on the whole, France hardly caught flfK 
enough to anfwer their own comfumption. For the reafon 
before affigned, they feid France never would be able to ex- 
rend their fifhery, namely, the want of room to cure and 
dry their fifh, 
Admltal . Admiral ShuUham was next examined. He confirmed the 
Sbuldbam. teftimony of the laft two witneffes in many particulars. He 
faid, the numbers were about twenty thoufand employed > and 
that for the feveral reafon* enumerated by the two preceding 
witneffes, it would be better, for every reafon of policy and 
' commerce, to encreafe our trade, and ftrengthen our navy, 
* to referve that branch of it entirely to the inhabitants of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 
Sir ffu*b *** was followed in the fame fentiments by Sir Hugh Pal- 
r*Mftr. lifer^ at that time, comptroller of the navy, who thought the 
Mew England people did the Britifh fifhery a great deal of 
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hurt m AiltfyYtfokSt* ; that they debauched cor fatiteft, car- 
ried on ah ilKeft tra6e with the French at St. Pierre and Mi- 
queton, and ftrttrggled French commodities Jturdhafed at 
thofe placts into the Airierican continent ; that theV fuppli- 
ed the Frenth in return with the neceffaries of fuMifteoce, 
without Drhfeh fiipply> he doubted, whether the French 
would ever have been able to carry on their fiftieries to an f 
extent ; that they foppflied the French alfo with the imple- 
ments of lifting, and aH the different means of carrying it 
on ; and that he believed, had it not been for this illicit 
correfpotidence, and the various irieans it furniflied, which 
he endeavoured all in his power to prevent, the French muft 
have been obliged to abandon all thoughts of eftablifhing 
any fifcery or fettlement on Newfoundland, tffe ftated the 
nambers employed in 1768, the laftyearof his being on 
that ftation, to be 5000 feamen, 6oco paffengets, 1 0,000 
itfidents on the iflartd, and 2000 green-ttjert, or land-men, 
inftruflrd in the att of navigation. The graft number agreed 
pretty nearly with the Poole merrfiartts account, but it was 
evident it made no more than two thirds of the number fta- 
ted by thofe gentlemen, if the green-men were included in 
the paflfefigers. Thofe naval officers likewife aflirted* that 
that they could not get any feamen out of the New-Erigland 
veffds ; and If they couia, they would not chuft it, as thejr 
Wert not fit for their purpofe 5 and that on the other hand, 
the Brrtifc feamen employed in the fifcery wtere th* very 
beft, thofe employed in the coal trade only excepted* 

Adjourned to next day, 

March 16* 

The Earl of Dartmouth moved to, commit the bill. 

The Marquis of Rockingham oppofed the motion. His Mirquii at 
tordfhij) afferted that the bill was oppreffive and tyrahnical ********** x 
throughout,; that the principle which pervaded it* and the 
means of putting it in execution, had one merit, that of con- 
fiftency; and that from the fame motive, he (hould heartily - 
diffent to every fyflable of its Contents* tje faid, he meant 
not to trouble their LordChips in any future ftage of the bill, or 
perhaps at all on the fame fubjedt, during the continuance of 
the fefllon, for which reafon he wiftied arid hoped for their 
indulgence on the prefent occafion. He defired to repeat, 
that the prefent bill, and every other framed on thfc fame 
principle, and directed to the fame objeft, to be attained 
f ohly by the moft flagrant adls of cruelty and oppreflion, muft 
for ever continue to meet with his ftrongeft difapprobation. 
After examining the general principle 6f the bill, which he 
' Vol. IL I» ftrongly 
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ftrongly condemned and reprobated in the moft marked cx- 
£re&ons, he proceeded to examine the cruel and perfecuting 
means devifed for enforcing it, which he faid exa&ly refem- 
bled the mode adopted by Marlhal Rozen, King James the 
Second's French General in Ireland, in order to reduce the 
rebellious citizens and other defenders of Londonderry. 
They, brave men* as the Americans are now, were ftiled 
traitors and rebels ; and they, as well as our rebellious fub- 
je&s in America, were to be ftarved into compliance; that is, 
the means employed were to be juftified by the goodnefs of 
the caufe. He then read an order from Rozen, for obliging 
the garrifon of Deny to fubmit, which was to collect the 
wives, children, and aged parents of the garrifon, to drive 
them under the walls of the town, there to perifh in the pre- 
fence of their parents, hufbands, and other relations ; and if 
they offered to return, to fire on them and maffacre them. 
But, added his Lordfhip, weak, infatuated, and bigoted as 
{hat Prince was, his heart revolted at fuch a horrid expedient 
of fubduing his enemies ; for as foon as it reached his know- 
ledge, he immediately countermanded the barbarous order, 
and left the innocent and inoffending to their liberty. The 
principle I contend was the fame j the rebels might have 
avoided and prevented the barbarous purpofe, by fubmitting ? 
fo we fhaik be told in the courfe of this day's debate may 
the rebels of America. His Lordfhip then entered into a 
comparative view of the trade of America at different peri* 
dds ; and that of New-England in particular. He quoted 
from the papers lying on the table, that the amount of the 
exports in the year 1704 amounted to no more than 70,0001. 
per annum; in half a century, in-the. year 1754, it was 
i8o,ocol ; about the time of the repeal of the ftampaft, in 
1 764, it was nearly 460,0)001 ; and within the laft ten years, it 
had fo prodigioufly encreafed, as to amount to 7 or 8oo,qqoL 
This encreafe has extended itfetf, he was well allured, 
in pretty nearly the fame proportion to all the other Colonies ; 
and it appeared by a gentleman who gave evidence at the 
bar [Mr. Watfon] that the amount of total exports in thef 
laft mentioned period, was above 2$6oo,OOOl. His Lordfhip 
faid, he could not help remarking the agreement there was be- 
tween that gentleman's account, and the one on the table,which 
rtiade the exports to all America in 1764 about 2*760, 000L 
His Lofdfliip dwelt a confiderable time on the ft range, 
mutilated; imperfcfl accounts laid by the King's fervants be- 
fore Parliament \ and particularly relative to a lettet writ- 
ten oy Lord Dunmore, giving an account of the then ftatg 
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of Virginia, dated fome day in December, in which he omits 
to take the leaft notice of the aflbciation and declaration 
entered into by the army under his command early in the 
preceding November. It was hnpoffible, he fa id, that his 
Lordfhip could be ignorant of fo important a fad, which 
happened on the fpot ; but were that even fo, a paper which 
he held in his hand, made it clear, that his Lordfhip could 
be at leaft no ftranger to its being published at Williamf- 
burgh in Virginia, the feat of his government, two days 
preceding the date of his difpatch. Perhaps it might have 
been a fpurious account, and as fuch his Lordfhip could 
not have taken notice it $ but if that were the cafe, he 
fhould be obliged to fome noble Lord in adminiftration to 
rife and tell him fo, otherwife he muft continue to think that 
the proceeding of the noble Governor was not to be ac- 
counted for, coniiftent with his duty, or at leaft with the du- 
ty of thofe, who, having better information, thought proper 
to hold it back. The noble Marquis concluded his fpeech 
with a general difapprobation of all the meafures purfued 
relative to America, fince the repeal of the ftamp-aflj 
and predicted that an ufeful and conftitutional agreement" in 
fentiments, and a cordial reciprocity of interefts, would ne- 
ver take place between them and the mother country, till the 
fame principles were once more recurred to, and fimilar mea- 
fures adopted: • 

The Earl of Cartifle was furprtzed that the noble Mar- Earl of 
quis could poffibly conceive, the bill was either intended, or Carlifle. 
could be fuppofed to operate in the manner he affe&ed to 
think it' would ; no fuch thing being meant, no fuch thing 
could tafce place. The prefent was not a queftion about 
taxation ; it was not involved in difficulty, but fimply, 
whether we ware juftified in employing the moft lenient 
methods of bringing America back to obedience and a pro- 
per fenfe of her duty. The bill was not formed on the 
narrow views of loading her with taxes, or for the fake of 
a paltry revenue. He believed the miniftry had no defign of 
forcing her into any fuch conceffion ; if they had, he was 
certain that neither he, nor many of the other Lords who 
intended to vote for the meafure, had any fuch defire. 

The Duke of Monehefter condemned the bill, as involv- j^^ of 
ing in itsconfequences ttfe guilty and innocent in the fame Af,,,^^ 
punifbment. It was a new kind of logic to him to bear it 
contended, that the bill was not oppreffive, cruel, or unjuft, 
in refpeft of the inhabitants of Nantucket; becaufe, be 
their ,condu& what it may, they were fun to be punifhed. 
L« Whether 
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Whether they are obedien* or difobediprtt* their fate is tp 
be the fan^e j, and what, fcy* nisiGrace^ ,is lfce.fr n*?de of fe^ 
lief? Why, after peaqeand pbe^iej^ce^ which by the? bye,' ^s 
far as relates to them^ h& never h$en vUJU^d er departed 
from, iball be reftojed for pne month, and qha$ $he few Jhall 
be certified by the cuftc^-boufe officers* $fyen the fftias 
and penalties mfli&edby this l^iij are tp eea/e. Nqw, when 
it is confidered what a kind of people the aufjoftty at leaft of 
thofe cuftoio-hauie oncers are j when, we feriqufly refte<Sfc 
on their narrow. n?inds» an,d the n^e^ p^^they are geue- 
.rally actuated by* W5 may readily conclude what degree qf 
favoin?, induJgpAce, or jiufttc*, the inhabitant* of Nantuc- 
ket are t© xet^jfye a* the hands pf fob Ape* ; men whQ* io their 
Jfcverad ftajlons* bcftdes» are ta fha^e ao*png tbero the penalties 
and forfeiture* tp be recoveijed under this aci Jt is faio\, 
that the*e are live ftpekon, theiflartd; audit is contended, 
that New-Ervgland has a plentiful fupply pf prppifioo* with- 
in it felfj bec*Mfe, during tb« late war, hrrge fopplies were 
procured from thence for t£e vie of tfee. army and oavy. 
By this latter mode of reafoutng, we might as wejt fuppofe, 
that becaufe large quantities of tobacco are annually exported 
from the city of Glafgow, we Should therefore conclude^ that it 
grows in the neighbourhood; of that tpwn,$ *nd» by the far- 
iner, that bqcsjufe, the.re were prpvifiAns fuftcient in New- 
England, the people of Nantucket, deprived of the only 
fair fneans of procuring it at market, might obtain it by ra- 
pine *n/i injuftice. His Qrace proceeded tp ejeajniqe the ma~ 
ajfeft tyranny and- oppreffion, of t<he biU in ether refpecjs, pax- 
ticularl,y as it would aff<?& the property of pur merchants* 
Wfho could not be fuppofed tohave had any hand in thequtrages 
which* g^ve birth, tp it^ or to ;bat general fpifit of refinance 
9#d difobedience it, was intended to fobdue. He protefied, 
inertly, be canape with no. prejudices or parity views, what- 
ever i^tp. the Woufe ;, that he> had laboriowiY endeavoured . to 
forget «ve*y co»ne&ioiv,_ to barufh eveny dpftio&ion, to for- 
get alt that had hitherto paJfedj, and contemplate the bill na- 
kedly as it carne before him ; nevertheless^ upon, the folkft 
bjK9tt % iga*ipn % a*vd -apioft impartial confiderati^n, in his opini- 
on, it carrijed, i» the v,ery face of it every appearance of amof}: 
tyrannic, oppreffwe, and peiifecuting %irii, ftprn. which, eon- 
fcquence^ qf gseat and) ajarming damger were to be feajred ; for, 

• conclttd^d he, the military force fent to reduce thpfe inj;U,i;ed 
peopkiwy be employed a;t hw 1 ^ » the <jeftru&ion of our 

. own Statics ;• and by the general CQj«iplexion» of men and 
tt«Ju*t*4 W$ lb? jnftfeij^m^n^ enTj^ed fiagive the latter 
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exigence and tecsft , there aw, I j#*r, fow* perfaflf of 
weight «nd influence who would cbearfyJELy adopt and #$~ 
duoufly labour to put fuch a defign in execution. 

The Earl of jimHfk rofe, to cwitft 9 rtiftake whicfr the tot tf 
Mhle Dujke fell intx*, reMwe to the inhabitants of Nantucket,.*^** - 
by Informing hUp* that the bill was not correftly printed (roil 
the cOpy ; for that in the ingrofied bill every thing which Jt>ad 
the ltaft appear^nc? of fevcxity was. provided ^gainft. As to 
the certificate, required from the cuftoin-boufe officer*, he Jpi4» 
that proceeded frona a nufapprehenfion of the nqbfe Pufcr, 
for the application was to* he made to the Governor «f tbc 
Ma&chuiets Bay, not to the cuftom-boufe; officers. His 
Lord&ip the? dtfcJakncd the imputation thrown ouj, by the 
noble Duke on adiHinifaajion, fo fer as it iftigbt be foppofed 
toaffe<2 bLmfelf, and was certain, bs (aid, that he might 
anfwer with jujfticr, that no- one awn,h*r of it eye* harboured 
fucb a thought. 

The IfcU tfMntktfl** airfwered* that tfce clatfe re^pcfr. ^ ke ^ 
lag Kaotuckqt, however conftrued, could extend no further *■* 
than to the whate-fifliery * foe it ftiU left aH t , but 4hoiecat~ 
ployed in that fiihgry, to ftarvc without employment or bread. 
He Ml maintained what he afferted, i;c<pe#ing the. mode of 
' application to thexu^om-ihoufe officer*, fo far as. it related, to 
the colonies pf Cojwe&icut; and Rhode.Ifland> wad Provi- 
dence Plantation. His Gra^c then read the, cUufe ouj of tbc 
bill, '* If it (ball be. proved to the f%id governor andcomnwnr- 
der in chief, and council of Maflachujets Bay, by the tefti- 
mony of the officers of his Majefty's cuftonM," &c. The 
noble Duke then exculpated his Lordfhip fcona the rnoft diC- 
taat fufpicion that he would concur io any defiga to eaflavc 
bis country, were he firft minifter. 

The Earl of X>enbigh thanked his Grace for the good opir *"* ? f 
nion be entertained of bioi * but if bis i-afinuattons were dU g " 
re&ed at a noble Lord who presided at the head of the finan- 
ces, be. begged leave to a#ure him he wa$ wiftakcia, far he had 
known that noble Lord [Loral North] from his. early jouth | 
they had been taed up together j be was perfectly acquaint*- 
ed with his dUpc&ion and fentimente ; and by a knowledge 
thus, founded, and acquired* he could veo*u«e to.afiuin*, with 
the fulleft confidence, that there was. not a, noble Ltad ia thajt 
Houfe, however sealous, Would be fyrthqr ftotn entering ijtfq, 
or cooperating iji, any defign for overturning the liberties of 
bis country, than he would, He therefor* wtfhed that the 
noble Puke would explain birofejf \ foi howeve/ flatterbff or 
pleajingfeia Gn^'a .{jMmwtb OMght te r^f^ing him$l^ 
• - - it 
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it took off entirely from the pleafurc it would otherwife Caufe, 
while it was founded in an infinuation againft another, and 
given at his expence. > 

Ddke ©f The Duke otManchefter rofe again, and affured his Lord- 
SUmbefter. fhip 9 that he had no intention of dire&ly alluding to the hoUfe 
Lord, who had, unintentionally in him, been the fubjedfc of 
converfation. 
tor* vif. The Lord Vifcount Dudley obferved, that the whole ftatc 
count Dud- of the evidence given the preceding day, at their Lordfhip*s 
& bar, had a diredt contrary effect upon him from that propofod 

by thofe who combated the bill ; for he thought when the in- 
terefts of this country, the manning of our navy, the increafe 
of our fearhen, and the employment of our own people, came 
in competition with the pretended hardfhips and feverities of 
the bill, he not only thought that it fhould receive the appro- 
bation of the houfe on the ground it was taken up on, but 
that it ought to be made, perpetual, in order to fecure for ever 
to this country fo valuable and important a branch of com- 
merce. The colonies were at prefent fpared, by the renity 
and fnildnefs of adminiftratioo, who might carry fire ana 
flnrord throughout the whole continent of America. He faid, 
he totally differed from the noble Marquis, as to the conclu- 
fions he drew from the comparative ftate of the evidence of 
Mr. Watfon, and its fuppofed agreement with that now on 
their Lorfliip's table, relative to the exports to America in 
1764, as he thought them both equally erroneous. The wit- 
nefs faid, that the entries at the cuftom-houfe are generally 
more by one-third than the goods really fliipped j and that he 
and the reft ofhis brethren, put into a box unfigned papers, 
containing an accountof what each of them exported. Will 
any noble Lord in this Houfe affirm that there could be art 
accuracy in fuch a mode, whereby every man was at liberty to 
fet down any quantity he thought proper j without a poffibl- 
lity of detection. If fuch be the information this Houfe fc to 
be guided by, I am certain that no reliance ought to be had 
on it ; and that it proves only one thing, that both accounts 
ought equally to be reje&ed. He faid, two of the noble Lords 
who fpoke on the other fide, feemed much to lament, and feel 
greatly for the diftrefles of the Americans ; but faid not a 
' - fyllable of the prefent miferies of our own manufacturers at 

home, who* were daily difmtfied for want of employment ; and 
whofe fufferings would, he feared, if not prevented by this 
bill, or forrie other of the fame nature, become intolerable. 
For his part, he lived in the neighbourhood of one of the 
greateft manufacturing towns in the kingdom £ Birmingham] 
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and there the ftatc of trade, and. the wanjt of work was fuch, 
that fliould it continue much longer, the moft dreadful con- 
sequences were juftly to be dreaded. 
. Lord Camden. I have fo often troubled your Lordfibips on Lp4( 
the fubjeft of America* that on every new occafion of fpeak- ** 
ing to it, I rife with great unwillingncfc and reludance £o 
Jfhips' attention ; and indeed, I feel 



encroach on your Lo 

myfelf not a little wearied with the fruitlefs efforts I have 
uniformly made fince this bufinefs has been in agitation* 
My opinion, on the rights of England, and the rights of 
America is well known. I firft formed it on the cleared 
convi£Hon, and it continues the fame to this day. This 
opinion I have uniformly maintained ; but the great and cer- 
tain majorities in both Houfes of Parliament, and the great 
numbers, for I admit there ace fuch, perhaps the majority 
without doors, differing from thofe. opinions, and overbear- 
ing with, a high and powerful hand our feeble efforts, have 
almoft wearied me into defpair of obtaining any thing in this 
queftion, or on this fubjeft, by argument or debate : and I 
would not npw give your Lordlhips this trouble, but from a 
confideration of the duty in which I ftand, as a member of 
this Houfe, to interpofe my endeavours towards the vindi- 
cation of juftice, and the feryice of my country. For this 
purpofe, and in this debate, it will not be necefiary to go in- 
to the feveral claufes of the bill with a minute exa&nefs. It 
wiil be fufficientfor your Lordfhips tp confider the general 
nature and chara&er of the bill* to advert to its operation 
and tendency, and to eftimate its fitnefs and its wifdom, by 
the qualities that {hall be difcovered in its nature and cha- 
ta&er, and by the confequences that are to refult from it. 

This bill, my Lords, is held out to us in various lights, and 
under various cbara&ers. It is fometimes defcribed to us as a bill 
of trade and commercial regulation, to regulate and reftraia 
North American commerce, and in fo doing to ftrcngthen and 
encreafe. the commercial intereft of this country. At other 
times we are told it is a bill of political operation \ that it is 
to encreafe our maritime power by augmenting the Britiih 
iifhery at Newfoundland ; and it is moft induftrioufly inciri- 
cated by official [Ld. Sandwich] authority, that the filhery of 
Oreat Britain and Ireland there, is the great, and perhaps the 
only (ourceof our marine* We are told by fome, that this is a 
bill of firmrtefs and of vigour, to fill up the meafure of jufticc, 
and toinfli& condign punifhmenton the obftinate and rebelli- 
ons- colonifts r but other of your Lordlhips informs us, that it 
ij a bill of mercy and clemency, kind and indulgent to the 
Americans, calculated to foothe their minds, and to favour 

and 
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mA aftft tfcefr interefh But mv Lords, the t*ue tkarwfter o^ 
the Mil is vialfnt and hofttfc. My Lords, it is a bill of wir ; 
it draws the fword, and in It* neceffory cdftfequmees plufrges 
the empire into civil and wnWKural Wan This, my Lords, is 
the true defetiptfcm of the Mil * And tfc* tartan cotatfadl&ory 
opinions on" it, which I have already fated* will bfe found by 

your Lofdflitp V"" ^ en J** 1 cenfider this fubjeift 

with due attention* not only contradided by th*mfWves, but 
by the truth and reifon ©f things* The evidence yefterdajr 
produced ut your bar* was anxioufly examined* to prove tire 
benefickl etfe&s of the Mil te this Country, both in its 
commercial and political chara&er ; btft when your Lordfliips 
recoiled the perfons who appeared at four bar, to decide 
point* of fuch importahte ftnd foc& magnitude, yoti yMl 
rfcjeft, With due contempt) their petty and interefted tefti- 
mony. A Mr. Lyfter* of Poole* and a Captain Davis, were 
t6 lnAru& your Lotdihlp* in the political fyfcem of Great 
Britain and America. Mr. Lyfttr* of Poole, was to con- 
vince your Lordllrips* that the profit* of the *omrncrcfc of 
America did not enrich this county* and Mr. Lyfter, of 
Poole, and hisbrother-poHtcefarj, were tofaeisfy the tegifia- 
tate of this country, that the uttw defchiSion of American 
trade would ftrengtheft the navy, and invigorate the marine 
of England ! and frojn their .redovbtoMe te&imofiy we were 
to beheve, that the filhery at preffetit carried^ on by New* 
England, might be fupplied and continued by a ftiffirient 
number of men and feips from Great Britain and Ireland ! 
that foreign markets Ihoutd ftill be amply furnHhed ; and 
that fire or fix hundred thoufand pounds, the value of thie 
North American fifliery, (hotrid be continued, if not en- - 
creafed, to this country, by our own efforts, independently 
trf" them ! Why* my Lords, or how ? Becaufe Mr, Lyfter, of 
Poole, and his friend Cfcptain I>avis, were to gain twb of 
three hundred pounds a year by the operation of this bill. 
Your Lordfhips fee the frivolous and contemptible nature of 
fikrh, evidence* The narrow and interfefted minds of fuch 
men ire totally unfit for fuch mighty difeuffions. Their 
little difterted (cale of underftandlng cannot comprise, rror 
campx'ebend the policy of nations ; but a noble Lord, at the 
h«ad of a naval department, warmly fupports this bill, be* 
cakrie, in hrs opirtioti alfo, ft is to derive prodigious advan* ' 
tages to our naty. I do" not wonder at the noble Lord's em- 
bracing every idea whieh fecms to have that tendency j but 1 
cannot agree that thefe advantages to our navy, fo contended 
uM hoped for, even if they were proved* ake to be decifiVd 
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arguments t& Jr6ur Lordfliips to commit this bill. Though 
our navy wete to receive the addition of five hundred fea- 
men, or five thoufand, I cannot think with the noble Lord,' 
that we are therefore merely to give eflfeft to a meafure, 
which involves the fatal ruinous confequences that I fliall 
have the honour of fubmitting to your Lordfliips, JBut,' 
my Lords, it is* much relied on, that our general trade / 

will not fiiflfer, nor diminifb, by the particular reftri&ions 
impofedon our American fifhery by this bill. My Lords * 
this, is a queftion of the moft doubtful and dangerous 
nature, an4 requires the moft circumfpcft attention from 
your Lordfliips. The benefits of trade we know are Infinite, 
and the danger of tampering with it, is in proportion. 
When yre Confider its circuity, the various line* it forms, 
and the many channels through which its 'feveral ftreams 
flow to a common center, we mall find it is eafy to difturb/ 
but moft difficult to reftore, the complicated arrangements 
The foufces are (b fubtile, and the complication to intri- 
cate, that tfefe golden ftreams, if once difturbed, may be 
irrecoverably loftl, and may imperceptibly glide into chan- 
nels the moft hdftrie and pernicious. * JBut, it has been 
obferved and argued, that in this great queftion* trade is 
a fecondary consideration ; that it is fubordinate to the 
great difcuffions'of polity involved in this argument. We 
are then to under ftand that this is the ftate of the queftion j * 
that to ipaintain a legiflative power over America, is the pri- 
mary, the fole, and the neceffary objeftj for the attainment 
of which, and for the reduction of the colonies to an unli- 
mited^ obedience, all confiderations of the benefits of trade, 
be they what they . may, and of the ruinous mifchrefs of 
its lofs, he they however certain and fatal, are to be'fuf- 
pended ; that we are to contend through every hazard, and - 
innegied of every other, for this grand obje&, the eftablifli* 
ment of fuprerne dominion, Voluntas pro imperio. I wiffi, 
my Lords, to bring the argument to its true grounds; to 
place the queftion on its proper bafis ; and then to fubmit to /' 
your Lordfhips* whether, on the real ftate of it, your wifdom 
and equity will, for fuch an objed and in exclufion of all 
other, entail on your country fuch calamities as I maintain 
muft refult from this bill, the calamities of civil war. Be- 
fore wife and good men draw the fvvord, they confidef whe- 
ther the war in which they are going to engage be juft, 
pra&icable, and neeeffary. Unlefs tne war* which this 
meafure muft produce, be found to. have thefe qualities, it 
cannot be imagined that vour Lordfliips will give your fane* 
Vol. IL M - . tioti 
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tion to it. The confideration of the juftice of the meafure 
contended for, will bring your Lordfhips to the original 
caufe of contention, Taxation. ^\s to the right of taxing 
America, my ideas on that fubjeft muft ever continue the 
fame ; though I am not now to give them to your Lord- 
{hips. I am tongue-tied on that queftion. ' It is now en- 
acted law, and is not at prefent, nor on this occafion, to be 
brought into debate. But the exerctfe of that tight, we 
may always fully examine into. Now, my Lords, I muft 
humbly fubmit to your Lordfhips, that we have attempted 
the exercife of this right of taxation, as fome of your Lord- 
(hips are pleafed to call it, moft unwarrantably, and pur- 
fued it moft unwifely, as the events have proved. An Eaft- 
lndia-fhip, freighted with tea, goes to Bofton; A mob, and 
a very inconfiderable mob, deftroy it. No requifition is made 
for fatisfa&ion, which would- have been given : no ftep is 
taken towards accommodation, which would have been ef- 
fected ; no enquiry is inftituted into the tranfadion; but 
you proceed, without hearing the parties, without diftinguifh- 
ing the innocent from the guilty, or examining whether any 
were guilty at all, you proceed to block up their harbour, 
deftrov their tade, and reduce the whole country to thte deep-. 
eft diftrefe. And for what, my Lords I For a tranfa&ion 
which every American difclaimed, and none have attempted 
tojuftify. Purfuing the farhe fpirit, you arbitrarily intro- 
duce a total change into their conftitution. You violate 
their charter-rights of chufing their own council, their 
own aflembly, and their magiftrates ; and inveft the governor . 
with thefe privileges. You rivet the dependence of their 
judgqs, by making them reraoveable at pleafure. You pack 
their juries, by a bent placito fheriff. And thus, my Lords, 
are annihilated all the fecurities of their freedom and happi- 
nefs. In criminal matters, the tyrannical ftatute of Henry 
the Eighth is revived, and the moft oppreffive partiality is 
eftabliuSed. If an Ametican kills an Englishman, he is 
dragged hither, far from his neighbours, his friends, his 
witneflesj from all poffibility of vindicating his innocence. 
If an Englifliman kills an American, he is brought home to 
his own country, to be tried with all advantages, and With- 
out teftimony or circumftances to prove his guilt. Thefe t 
my Lords, are part of the oppreffions you have accumulated 
on America 5 and to repel them, the Americans have united 
their counfels and their valour 5 and, my Lords, I muft 
maintain that they are juftifled in their union* But, my. 
. Lords, fome ideas are moft induftrioufly circulated, extolling 
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the irrefifiible omnipotence pf Parliament ; that the decrees 
of the legislature muft be obeyed, be they what they may ; 
without doubt, and without appeal. A reverend dean [Dr. 
Tucker, dean of Gloucester] preaches thefe unl incited doc- 
trines, in his book on the fubjeft of America j and a pamphlet 
published a few d^ys ago, " Taxation no Tyranny," I know 
not the author, [Dodor Johnfon,] (peaks the fame Ian* 
guage; theprefs indeed abounds with politics and pamphlets, 
Studioufly endeavouring to enforce the fame principles* 
But, my Lords, I have learned other principles and other 
do&rines, and I learned thfem from a court-writer ; but he 
was a writer in fupport of the court and the politics of Wil- 
liam the Third, Mr. Locke wrote his Book on Govern- 
ment in defence of King William's title to the crown ; and 
Mr. Locke proves, in that inestimable s treatife, " that the peo- 
ple are justified in refiftance to tyranny ; .whether it be tyran- 
ny aflumed by a Monarch, or power arbitrarily unjuSt, at- 
tempted by a Legiflature. My Lords, the bodies which com^ 
pofe the Legiflature, are invefted with that power for the 
good of the whole. We are truftees, and can exercife our 
powers, only in execution of the great truft repofed iri us. 
What, my Lords, if both Houfes of Parliament, with the 
concurrence of the King, if you will, Should propofe to fur- 
render the deareft rights and privileges of the people ; and 
the cafe lately happened in Denmark, almoft bef6re our 
eyes, and formerly in our own hiftorv, in- the time of Henry 
the Eighth, when parliament voted that his proclamation 
Should be equivalent to law ; in fuch cafes, are not the peo- 
ple juftified in refilling ? Thefe, my Lords, are the constitu- 
tional do&rines of reiiftance to arbitrary power in all Shapes 
whatever. And let me obferve, my Lords, that thefe are 
the do&rines which eftabjiSh the prefent family on the throne. 
Their title Stands on this folid rock, the principles of Mr. 
Locke. I truft then, my Lords, thojtflavtjh tenets will never 
gain grouna in this country, and that it will never be un- 
derstood the constitution gives you more power than that of 
doing right. And when 1 am aflced whether the Legiflature 
cannot retraft charters, and annul rights, if it thinks proper, 
and merely at its own will, I fay, my Lords, it cannot— 
I fay it cannot. They may be loft, they may be forfeited ; 
but they are not to be arbitrarily fported,with, and wantonly 
violated. - And, my Lords, when fuch is the conduit held 
againft America, when the fevereft and moSt comprehensive 
punishments, are infli&ed, without examining the offence ; , 
when their constitutional liberties are destroyed ; when their 
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charters and their rights are facrificed to the vindi&ive Ipirit 
of the moment ; when you thus tear up a/l their privileges 
by the roots } is there a country under Heaven, breathing 
the laft grafp of freedom, that will not refift fuch oppref- 
fjons, and vindicate, on the oppreflbrs heads, fuch viola- 
tions of juftice ? Now, my Lords, whether the propofed 
ineafure of feverity and war be practicable or not, is alfo 
moil ferioufly defervirfg of your Lordfhips* attention. Xo 
conquer a great continent of j8o9 miles, containing three 
millions of people, all indiflblubly ^united on the great 
• ' Whig bottom of liberty andjuftice, feems an undertaking not 

to be raflily engaged in. it is faid |>y a noble Lord [Lord 
Dudley] that only pur mildnefs and lenity fave them froin 
utter defolation, and prevent our carrying fire and fword 
through their country. But I believe it is certain that we 
would have done fo, if we could ; and that nothing but ina- 
bility has prevented our proceeding to the moft hoftile ex- 
x tremes of violence and devastation ; if we may judge from 
what has been done, in that line, in which alone any thing 
can hope to be effected. But> my Lords, where are you to 
get men and money adequate to the fer vice and expence that 
the redu&ion of fuch a continent muft require? What are 
the 10,000 men you have juft voted out to Bofton ? Merely 
• to fave General Gage from the difgrace and deftruction of 
being facked in his entrenchments. It is obvious, my Lords, 
that you cannot furnifh armies, or treafure, competent to 
the mighty purpofe of fubduing America. It is obvious that 
your only efforts can be by your naval power \ and, as/ar 
a$ thofe efforts can have effe£r, you may certainly expedt 
fuccefs: at leaft when we confider America alone : ; but 
-whether France and Sffain will be tame, inactive fpe&ators of 
your efforts and diftra&ions, is well worthy the confidera- 
• tions of your Lordfhips. But admitting, full fuccefs to 
your naval efforts, what can they effecl: ? The blocking up 
their ports, and the fuppre&on of their trade. But will 
this procure the concjueft of America ? No, my. Lords ; 
they are prepared to meet thefe feverities, and to furmount 
them. They are applying themfelves moft diligently^ to 
agriculture, that great fource of ftrength and independence. 
Forefeeiog the important crifis, they have provided againft its 
wants ; and have imported into their country {lores of in~ 
duftry, implements of hufbandry and manufacture,, They 
have united in the rejefijon of luxury and fuperfluous cn^ 
joymejatt, They have fuppreffed their public diverfions, 
formerly common cooogli. JB tUeir great and wealthy towns $ 

and 
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and every man attaches himfelf wholly to the great bufmefs 
of his country. Such is the ftate of America. She has cur* 
tailed her ejcpences ; fhe has reduced her table; ffie has 
cloathed herfelf in - mean and courfe fluffs ; file has adopted 
the wife*fyftem of frugal induftry. Her wants can Be bnfy 
ideal, imaginary, nothing. £ut, my Lferds, what will he 
the 'ftatie of this civilized* enlightened, diffipated and de- 
bauched country ? How fhall the want of American" com* 
merce be fupplied, of that commerce which contriWtes the , * 
means of your luxury, of your enjoyments* of jt-he imagi* • 
nary happinefs of this country ? We may feel the fofs et 
American connection, a lofs which nothing can compenfate § 
but America will have little reafon to regret her di (connection 
from England ; and, my Lords, it is evident that England 
muft one day lofe the dominion of America. It is impoffihle 
that this petty ifland can continue in dependence that mighty 
continent, encreafing daily in numbers and irt ftrengtlu 
To protract the time of feparation to a diftant day is all that 
can Be hoped $ and this hope might be obtained by wife 
and temperate counfels ; not by precipitation and violence^ 
uniting America againft you ; for fo it is, my Lords. 
There is not a man in America, who can endiire the idea v 
of being taxed, perhaps to the amount of his whole pro- 
perty, at pleasure, by a legillature 3000 miles diftant 3 or ; 
who can feparate the idea of taxation from reprefentation. 
The groundlefs and interefted rumours that are fpread, of 
difagreement and difcord among the Americans, can only 
impofe on the grofleft ignorance. They are confidered as the 
cry of the court, the talk of the times, and the cue of the 
day, and meet with the contempt they defcrve. But, my 
Lords, when adminiftration attempt to join in the jmpofture* 
I cannot but think it moft humiliating and difgracefuL And* 
my Lords, fuch is the attempt made in the exception in fa*- 
vour of New York. The world is to be deceived into aa 
opinion, that New York is detached from the general caufe, 
and this, dirty, humiliating contrivance, is to create diftruffe 
and difunion in America; and this, when the directly con* 
trary ftate of the province is well known. Did not they - 
fend delegates to the congrefe ? To that conrrefs, which I < 
fhall ever maintain to have been ftri&ly juffifiable. And, 
my Lords> the committee is now in the town, moft heartily . 
and onanimoufly co-operating and enforcing the general 
caufe. Such mean infidious attempts to undermine the Ame-r 
rican union, only prove its folidity anfcl firmnefsj which are 
otherwife not to be attacked or &ake% and againft which* 
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all your efforts of war muft be vain and impraQicable.— - 
But, my Lords', an objection may be made to this account 
of the powerful and invincible ftate of America. It will be 
faid, that if England cannot enforce obedience, and curfr 
any rcfra&ory difpofition that may arife in the colonies, 
America might at any time revolt, and ihake off the au- 
thority of the mother-country. But the anfwer, my Lords, 
is this ; that America derives the invincible ftrength 1 have 
defcribed, from her union, which can only be produced by 
the oppreflxons from this country ; for, my Lords, the ftate 
of America is fuch, that union can never originate in her- 
felf. And this was wifely confulted in the original fettle- 
ment of that continent, by the different conftitutions given 
to the different provinces, forming them of fuch divers textures 
and difpofitions, as not eafily to unite or affimilate. Some 
received royal charter governments ; fome, provincial ; and 
fome, proprietory. Some were fliaped in the mould of mo- 
. narchy ; others received the form of pure democracy ; * and 
even thefe laft were granted in a reign in which the moft ar- 
1 bitrary counfels difgraced the throne. But the friinifters of 
this prince [Charles the Second] wifely detached them from 
each other, knowing that different forms of government 
1 I would give them different dire&ions. And fo it was. They 

could never, from themfclves, merely coincide or co-operate. 
You might as eafily have reconciled fire and water, as have 
brought Virginia to fhake hands with Penfylvania, or affo- 
ciated New York to the Maffachufets Bay. And if any 
one colony could have ever been infatuated into an attempt 
entirely to throw off the dependence on this country, £he 
would have had few or none to join her. The conteft 
would then be fpeedily decided,, and very different would be 
the efforts of divided America againft united England, from 
the force tohteh now refifts- you, the colleded force of 
urjited America againft England weakened and divided. 
For filch, my Lords, is the ftate to which the prefent mea- 
sures have brought both countries. At home, difcontent and 
divifion prevail ; and in America it was referved for the wif- 
dom of thefe times to produce fuch an union as renders her 
invincible. The Americans are now united and cemented 
by the {trongeft tlesl, They are allied in the common de- 
fence of every thing dear to them. They are ftruggling 
pro arts et focis, in fupport of their liberties and properties, 
and the moft facred rights of mankind. Thus affociated by 
the ftrongeft mutual engagements, and aided by their mutual 
ftrength, grounded on the juftice of their caule, I muft af- 
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fert and repeat, my Lords, that your efforts agairtft them 
muft be fuccefslefs, and your war impracticable. And now, 
my Lords, it remains to be confidered, whether the war 
which this bill mull produce, be neceffary ; for without 
neccffity, it will not be contended that any war (hould be 
undertaken ; much lefs a civil war, which in the firft in- 
fiance profcribes. and drives to famine, fuch multitudes of 
your fellow- fubje&s ; whole towns and provinces ; for it 
is well known, that the'filhery is not only the trade, but in 
a great meafure, the food of New England. Now it can* 
not appear that this ruinous meafure, fraught with all fatal 
confluences, both to them' and ourfelves, is neceffary ; uit* 
lefs. it appears that every prudent and proper endeavour has 
been made to. accommodate,' to conciliate, and to pacify. 
If fuch endeavours have been ufed, and ufed in vain, then* 
my Lords, there might be fome colour for th$ prefent .vio* 
lence. $ut it is notorious, that not the .temper of modera- 
tion < and humanity, but the fpirit of violence and profcrip- 
tion has uniformly a&uated your counfels. In the iirft in* 
ftance, without the forms of juftice, for a particular, fault, 
you inflided general punifliment. You proceeded, from 
their trade, to their municipal rights,, to their conftitu* 
tions, their .charters* their liberties; and now, this. bilT . 
of famine and of war finifhes the climax of . feverity*\.Stich 
have been the counfels and the *neafu?es. pf admintftratiopi 
Other counfels have been given, and different pieafuresLhasre 
been propofed ; but they have not been jev_en confittered; 
they .were reje&ed with difdain ; though. thsy came from* a 
perfonage, whofe chara&er gave them authority, and . ought 
to have procured therarefpe& j a great loan, [Earl of Chat- t 
ham] the greateft perhaps that this age or this country has * 

produced, to whotji this country owes her prefent profpecity, 
and* I am forry to fay it, her pride, her pride of conqutft^ 
which has infatuated her,' even in this impracticable war, 
with the ideas of vidory, and certain fuccefs ; that great 
man, from whofe opinions, though fome of your Lordihips 
may fometimes differ, yet there is not ope of your Lord* 
(hips who does not pay homage to his confummate capacity, 
his extenfive talents, his great fervices, and his age, when he 
delivers thofe opinions from his place. I lament that I do 
not fee him there. That great man did propofe to you a 
plan of conciliation between this country and her colonies. 
How was it received ? It was treated with the mod fcornful 
contempt ; rejected without being looked into ; fpurned, 
trampled upon ! Iprotcft, my Lords, I am affii&ed. with 
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gritf, when I refled on the proceedings of that day ; in fuch 
an asduous.rnomeAt, thpt fuch a plan, the labour of fuck ta- 
lents and fuch experience, fliould be reje&ed, even from your 
confederation, unlooked into, with fuch indecent indignity. 
£rafe k *from your books ; obliterate the tranfadion from 
your orecords ; let not posterity be cqntradi&ed by hiftory, 
that fuch could have been your conduct towards fuch a man \ 
fio much, my Lor<ds, for conciliatory plans in this Houfe, 
In another Houfe of Parliament, when a noble Lord, [Lord 
Norths] whofe character I by no means inten4 to refieft on, 
or -to mention with difrefpe&. When he propofed what was 
conceived in fome degree to tend towards conciliation, there 
was immediately a general alarm* it created almoft a civil 
^araipoagft his troops 3 and the confufion was univerfal: 
|iU fome of the veteran and principal officers brought back 
their general, and fixed and afcertained him ( on the old 
ground of feverity. Nothing conciliatory therefore, has been 
propofed from adminiftration, or received from any other 
quarter-: but an uniform fyfteni of maxims, do&rines, and 
litfafures of violence, has been maintained. And purely, 
before ^ou refolded on meafures of fiich magnitude, where 
the event is at leaft fcraardous, and certainly df the extremeft 
importance, it was your duty to have tried all poffible means 
of lenity, accommodation and of prevention, and not have 
ruAttd ifrto fuch fatal calamities, till impelled by the laft 
iiecef&ty. As it appears to me therefore, my Lords, that the 
jwar -Hi -which this »b*H muft involve this country, is neither 
j*jft, ^practicable, nor.-jieceffary, I muft giye my vote againft 
cojamitting the bill* , v 

Dokeof lathe courfe of the debate. the Duke of Grafton adverted 
prtfiuu pafti^ttkrly-to (his matter, and was extremely anxious to re- 
movejhe impreffion9 made by Lord Camden. I rejoice, faid 
fhe (Xuke, that in fpeaking before fo numerous an audience 
I can deicribe tbe trueftate of this trarifafltion, and prevent 
its crofting the Atlantick in improper colours. When the 
npble Earl propofed -his bill, could fuch a bill be -expected i 
Could a»y man imagine a perfon of his wifdom and experi- 
ence (and I have all refpedt for his abilities, but would 
fpeak even if he were prefent, with the fame freedom I now 
do) iof-h^s parliamentary experience, would propofe a bill 
*vhich muft inyolve us in fatal dtfputes ,with the Commons ; 
a bill which was to repeal nine afls of Parliament, and ma*. 
ny x>f them revenue a£b ! But let his plan have been, what 
it woujd, it was oot fpurned from this Houfe $ it. is yet in 
tikis Houfe ; it now lies on your table* 
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The Lord Camden replied, defiring his Grace to interrupt I* ** &** 
him, if he mif-ftated him. He then recapitulated his own** 
idea, and the Duke's conception of it; maintaining his 
former aflertion, that Lord Chatham's plan had been reject- 
ed with the utmoft contempt 5 that though from fuch a • 
man, and for fuch a purpofe, it could not obtain twenty t 
four hours confideration, but had been inftantly crufhed < 
v That it was indeed on their table* but that it was there in 
a ftate of perdition ;, only that it might be entered on theit 
journals with what indecent hurry [a favourite wdrd of the 
Duke of Grafton's j in a former debate on this fubje&] it 
had been rejected* That if it propofed the repeal of nine 
ads of Parliament, revenue ads, or any other, or fifty, his 
Grace might have objeded to thofe obnoxious pafTages, on 
the confideration of it ; a confideration which it fo well defer- 
ved, but did not receive; being rejected with contempt on 
its firft reading. 

The Duke did aot think proper to rejoin 4 . 
. The Earl of Sandwich. The noble Lord [Camden J men- tut *t r 
tions the impracticability of conquering America; I pannot S**J** C *< 
think the noble Lord can be ferious on this matter* Sup- 
pofe the colonies do abound in men, what does that fignify ? 
they are raw, iindifciplined, cowardly men* Fwifh inftead ' 
40 or 50,000 of thefe brave fellows, they would produce in 
the field at leaft 200,000, the more the better, the eafier 
would be the conqueft ; if they did not run away, they would • 

ftarve themfelves into compliance with our meafures. % I will 
tell your Lordfhips an anecdote that happened at the fiege of 
Louifburg : Sir Peter Warren told tne, that, in order to try 
the courage of the Americans, he ordered that a great num- 
ber of them fhould be placed in the front of the larmy 5 the * 
Americans pretended at firft to be very much elated at this 
mark of diftindion, and boafted what mighty feats they 
would do upon the fcene of adion ; however, when the mo-» 
ment came to put in execution this boafted courage, behold, 
every one of them run from the front to the rear of the ar- 
my, with as much expedition as their feet could carry them, 
and threatened to go off entirely, if the commander offered to 
make them a.fhield to protedt the Britifh foldiers at the efc- 
•pence of their blood ; they did not underftand fuch ufage< 
Sir Peter finding what egregious cowards they were, and 
knowing of what importance fuch numbers muft be to inti- 
midate the French by their appearance, told thefe American 
heroes, that his orders bad been mifunderftood* that he al- 
ways intended to keep them in the rear of the army to make 
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the great pufh ; that it was the cuftom of generals to preferve 
the heft troops to the hft ; that this was always the Roman 
cuftom, and as the Americans refcmWed the Romans in eve- 
ry particular, efpecially in courage and a lovejto their coun- 
try, he fiiould make no fcruple of following the Roman 
cuftom, and made no doubt but the modern Romans would 
(hew afts of bravery, equal to any in ancient Rome. By 
fuch difcourfes as thefe, faid Sir Peter Warren, I made a 
ftift to keep them with us, tho* I took care they fhould be 
puflied forward in no dangerous conftid. Now, I can tell 
the noble Lord, that this is exaftly the frtuation of all the 
heroes in North America ; they are all Romans ; and are 
thefe the men to fright us from the poft of honour ? Be- 
lieve me, my Lords, the very found of a cannon would car- 
ry them, off, in Sir Peter's words, as faft as their feet could 
carry them. Thia i& too trifling x part of the argument, to 
detain your Lordfhips any longer. The noble Earl then went 
on to abufe the Americanafor not paying their debts ; he made 
no doubt that the real motive of their affiliations, was to 
defraud their . creditors. That the congrefe, on which this 
- noble Lord [Lord Camden] had pafied high encomia ms, was 
a feditiousaad treafonable meeting of perfons affembled to 
refill the legH and juft authority of the fuprcme legislative 
power ; and however dignified by his Lordfhip, or any other 
noble Lord in that Houfe, he fiiould always continue td d©-» 
feribeitbythe latter appellation, and no other, as its only 
true arid proper name. His Lordfhip entered into a long 
examination of (he purport of the evidence given at the bar 
by Meffrs. Lifter, Dajris,* Shuldham, and PaBfer.j and la- 
boured to prove, that the prefent bill, whatever other objects 
it might take in, was not, nor ought to be, a bill of inti- 
midation or experiment, but a perpetual law of commercial 
regulation, operating to "extend our -trade, to encreafe our 
teamen, and {rrengthen our naval power. 
Earl «f V The Lord Wycttnbe, [Earl of Shelburne] after ftating at 
Sbelburnt. Urge the nature of the Newfoundland fifhery, and its great 
importance to this country, obferved, that unlefs-the prefent 
bill was taken up as a permanent, commercial regulation, 
that an objeft of however great a magnitude it^night be, it 
was by no means at prefent before tr>e Houfe. You are 
told, it is in proof before you, thajr'thc people of Nan- 
tucket, the inoffending, peaceable inhabitants of that ifiand, 
will be deprived of every means of fuftenance and fupport* 
flwuM this bill pa& into a law. It remains }tet uncomradid~ 
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ed, that the people of New-England have not corti nearly 
fuffieient raifed for their own confumption ; and this bill 
fays, they (hall not be fupplied elfewhere. How nugatory 
and ridiculous it is, then, to talk of commercial regulation, 
Which is fiippofed to include improvement and prote&ion, 
when that regulation is immediately dire£ted to ftarve and 
opprefs one part of your fubjeds, to whom there is not (q 
much as any crime or offence imputed, in order to give com- 
mercial advantages to another. But if the- feveral laws in 
being, for the improvement of the Newfoundland fifhery are 
not fufltctertt, or that the admiralty, in whofe department it 
is, fatisfy Parliament that thofe powers have been properly 
exerted, and are found to be inadequate, let a bill be brought 
in for that pqrpofe. I am convinced of the very grbat im- 
portance Of the fifhery; and no mart in this Houfe will be 
more zealous, hbwever deficient in ability, to give it his moft 
warm fupport, than 1 (hall be. His Lordfhip next adverted 
to the fedentary fifhery, given up to Canada by the Quebec 
bill, and futfy explained the great pains taken by the two 
very able men who preceded hifo at the board "of trade, 
Charles Townfhend and a certain noble Lord and him- 
felf, to annex the fifhery of Labradore, &c.^ to that of New- 
foundland. He gave the moft flattering teffimony to the at- 
tention and. great abilities of Sir Hugh Pallifer, to whom he 
entnlfted the entire negotiation of that difficult affair with 
the Count de Guerchy, the French minifter. He entirely 
coincided m fentiments, he faid, with the noble Lord [Lord 
Camden] who called this a bill of pains and penalties, and 
coercion, not of commercial regulation. He agreed with 
him Itkewife, that the popular tide was againft him ; but he 
was certain it would not be long before tt took a different 
turn, and would run another way, as the people w'ould find 
they were deceived, and Parliament would at length difco- 
ver they were miflnformed and mi fled.. He, therefore, as a 
member of that body, put in his early claifn of objefting 
to the Current minifterial language, that Parliament did this, 
and Parliament did that, for. he infilled that Parliament had 
done nothing, it wag the miniftry had done all. Attend on- 
ly a minute to their condu£t, fays his Lordfhip, and you 
will fee, that what I have now advanced is ftri&ly true. 
They have laid before us a mutilated correfpondence, precife- 
ly Calculated to anfwer certain purpofes. On one hand, 
they have fuppreffed whole letters, and of fuch as they have 
Jaid before us, they have only given partiafextra&y $ on the 
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other, they have held back the whole of the official letters 
on this fide of the water, one or two of no confequence only 
excepted. Will any noble Lord in this Houfe ferioufly af- 
firm, that whatever proceedings have been taken on fuch in- 
formation, can be deemed the proceedings of Parliament ?- 
or that any minifter, or fet of minifters, will be permitted to 
fcreen themfelves- under the prote&ion of Parliament, when 
it fhall be difcovered, that the meafures recommended and- 
adopted, were framed on fa&s mif-ftated, or for want of ma- 
terial ones, defignedly fupprefled ? His Lordfhip concluded 
his fpeech with obferving the ftrange diverfity of fentiment 
which prevailed among the feveral leading members in admi- 
niftration. He alluded to the plan of conciliation propofed 
by a noble Lord in the other Houfe, [Lord North] which 
was inftantly reprobated, He then obferved, that of feveral 
of the noble Lords no two of them fcarcely thought alike ; 
fome were for commercial regulation, others for afferting 
the right, without wifhing for a paltry revenue, and, a very 
confiderable body, for the right and revenue both. This 
ftate of things, he faid, put him in mind of a general whom 
he ferved under in Germany, a native of that country, who 
firft defired the regiments at the right to form to- the left, 
then again to the right, then to the rear, again to the right 
about* That the tioops, after being harraffed for two days 
by thofe abfurd contradictory manoeuvres, at laft found: 
themfelves in the place they fet out from, without makings 
the leaft way, on which the general defired every corps to. 
march as they liked, fo as to make their way in the moft 
fpeedy manner to the place of their deftinatioo. He hoped, 
however, Engl ifhmen would never copy the : flavi(h obedi- 
ence of Germans, but would learn to, act themfelves, and 
fpurn the command and djre&ion of thofe who knew neither 
to lead them to victory, nor protecl them from ruin and 
defeat.. 
&T\ofSuf* , The Earl of Suffolk totally difapproved of fome of the 
/##• reafoning employed*, and fa&s ajluded to by a noble Lord 

in office [the Earl of Sandwich]. He faid, that noble Lord's 
infinuations and affertions, that the Americans were (hy-or 
bafliful, or, in plain Englifh, would not fight, were what he- 
could not approve of. He believed, there was as brave men 
in that country as in any other ; and though the faft was" 
btherwife, he could never hear it afferted with any degree of 
fatisfaction, that there was any part of the King's fiibje&s 
deficient in that degree of perfonaj courage, for which the. 
whole were fo juftly renowrjed t There was another point 
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much laboured by the fame' noble Lord, to which he couH 
never give his affent'; and he was forry to hear it relied on, 
and fo much adverted to in the courfe of the debate; that 
was, that the prefent billl was meant to be a meafure of per- 
manent commercial regulation, diftin£t from its main objefl. 
This, he faid, was by no means the intention of its original 
framers ; it was intended as a bill of coercion, to oblige the 
people of New-England to fuj>mit to the legal and juft pow-* 
er of the mother country, and that the faith of Parliament 
would be pledged to them, to reftore the fifhery, as foon as 1 

it fhould appear that they had returned to their former obe- 
dience. His Lordflnp then proceeded to defend the bill on 
that idea ; and, in anfwer to what had been faid relative to 
the diversity of opinions which prevailed among the King's 
feryants, he was certain there was not a fecond among them 
as to the material queftion of the* right, and the means of 
exerting it. As to. the conciliatory motion in the other 
Houfe, he owned that many of the members of it were much 
ftaggered ; and veryjuftlyfo, till it came to be explained ; 
and for his part, he fhould be much grieved if there was not 
as great a majority againft it as there appeared for it, if. the 
motion had not admitted of the obvious fenfe it did when it 
came to be examined. He again repeated, how happy he 
was in being one of the perfons who advifed the di Ablution 
of Parliament, as the defigns and expectations of America 
were at once fru fl rated 1 and broken by that meafure; and 
concluded in replying to what the noble Marquis dropped 
early in the debate, that the repeal of the ftamp a& was 
the fource from which all our prefent confufions had totally 
originated.. ' 

The Earl of Radnor faid, he was at the throne, going out, *arl of 
not intending to vote on either fide, when he heard the lad****** 
noble Earl pledge the faith of Parliament, that fo valuable 
a branch of our commerce was intended to be given up to 
the New-Englanders, as a Sacrifice for their returning to 
their duty. It was an improper language to be held in that 
Houfe, nor was the policy in every refpe& lefs exceptiona- 
ble; for both which reaions, he had returned to give his 
voice againft the bill. 

The Earl of Suffolk to explain. He faid, he did not meartE ar i f 
as a minifter to pledge the faith of Parliament, nor did he Suffolk.* 
promife the people of New-England that the fi(hery (hould 
be given up ; the intentions he wiftied to imprefs or hold 
out, being only, that the prefent bill was not a bill of 
commercial regulation, but a bill of coercion j which as 

foon 
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foon aw the ends propfofcd were attained, would certainly be 
repealed, leaving Pari foment jieverthdefs, to take the mat* 
ter up on motives of policy. * 
£** of The Earl of Radn$r f not at all fttiefied with this ex* 
lain*, planation, adhered to Kit former opinion, and declared, 
that he could not, in confcience, give his vote in favour of 
a bill, obedience to which was to be purchafed on the im- 
plied conditions of facrifictng the moft important branch of 
commerce belonging to the Srittfh empire* 
p*kt of The Duke of Grafton /aid be had not the leall difficulty 
prafm. in giving his vote on the prefect occafion, sis it did not, in 
his opinion, reft on the queftion fo much agitated on both 
fides of the Houfe ; the queftion of taxation, fo improperly 
introduced into the debate. The prefent bill, he. infiflred, 
was founded on the principle of retaliation and punifhment, 
for an outrage as daring a& it was Unprovoked, ftill further 
heightened and aggravated by a refiftance to all lawful au- 
thority, and alntroft a pofitive avowal of a total independence 
on the mother country. On thofe grounds the propriety of 
the prefent bill could only be fairly argued ; and tKe motives 
of retaliation in one inftance, and a wfth-holding the bene-* 
fits only due to a dutiful and obedient condud in the other^ 
were what had determined him to give his vote, that the bift 
ihould be committed. His Grace next <fcfelaimed all ideas 
of taxation* and commercial regulation, as being clearly out 
of the queftion. He obferved, that a noble Lord in admi^ 
niftration [Earl of Suffolk] had very improperly imputed aft 
die prefent confufions to the repeal of the* jump ad. I was 
the per fan, fays his Grace, who framed* thofe resolutions^ and 
had the honour to prtfpofe them to a committee of this 
Houfe, on which the bill for that repeal was afterwards 
formed, brought in, and palled. I was then the advocate, 
and ftill take a particular pride in being the fteady friend of 
America. The delicacy of my fituation then, as well as 
now, will not permit me .to fatisfaftorily explain the motives 
which led to that repeal, nor the confequent very difagreeable 
circumftapces which' Aicceeded it v and perhaps now regulate 
my coi*du& ; but this- however 1 am at liberty to declare, 
that the argument fo confidently urged, that America con* 
tributes nothing towards the common fupport,vbowever plau- 
fibly maintained, or forcibly expreflcd, is a fallacious one. 
I affirm, (he does contribute largely to the public burthens, 
in the great comfumption of our manufactures ; , and I 
feould be very forry to fee, that what' appears now a fpecu- 
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lative compofition, liable to be controverted, {bould ever 
come to be demoaftrably, nay a&ually, proved. Will any 
noble Lord in this Howie, at all converfant wkb the trade 
and commerce of this country, contend, that we are not 
enabled to pay the gteat load of taxes we labour under, by 
the vaft iocjrsafc of our exports to that continent ; or that 
the various articles of leather, &c. and in fhort all exctfeable 
commodities exported to that country, as well as the innu- 
merable benefits derived to every part of the three king- 
doms, by the circuitous commerce carried on with it, it not 
in reality a verv great augmentation to out revenue, and to 
every fubftantial purpofe, apfwersthe end of an ad)ual tax, 
unaccompanied by any of the disagreeable confe«u*nce* that 
never fail to attend laying burthens on the people, and col- 
lecting it ? A noble and learned Lord on the other. $de, 
[Lord Camden] feetned to take it for granted, that all 
thoughts, of conciliation are laid aftde j and that this bill is 
no lefa than apofitive declaration of war on our part/ I 
beg leave to differ from the learned Lord, I believe that 
America will tntft to the parental difpofction of this coun- 
try, where flie has many ftrenuous friends, among which, I ^ 
number myfelf one of the warmeft, I truft therefore, that 
flie will not blindly rufli on her own deftru&iofi y and there- 
by prevent* them from ferving her ; but to return to her duty 
and obedience, as the fureft means cf obtaining a reparation 
for any injuries. Hie may have fuftained. On the whole, 
therefore, 1 fincerely hope, that the prefent bill will have the 
4eftred effed ; that our fellow- fubje&s in America will wife- 
ly and dutifully return to their obedience ; and, that as in - 
the prefent year 1775, we are.profecuting juft meafures to 
bring about fo definable an end, fo in the year i7Jf/?,. we 
may be employed in manifefting the moft ample proofs of 
our removing all caufe, or almoft poiEbility of the return of 
the fame evils, by afcertaining their rights, and the confti- 
tutional power of this country, on the. moft fair, equitable, 
and permanent foundations* It was my tafk.on a former 
occaiion: and I fhall with pleafure, in the year 2776, as 
a ftrenuous friend to the juft claims of America, unremit- 
Jtingl vjabour in the feme caufe. 

The Marquis of Ruckingbam to explain. He ©bfcrved, Marquis of 
that a noble lord [Lord Dudley]" early in the debate, had ob- R«ckingb*». 
jeded to the accounts of the American exports of 1764, now 
lying on the table, as well as that given by a witnefs at their 
'Lordfhips bar,[Mr. Watfon] and drew a conclufion from the 
method of obtaining them, one being made up from unfigned 
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papers, and the other from falfc entries; that' they were both 
erroneous, and confequently that every deduction drawn from 
fiich premifes muft be equally fallacious and undeferving of 
the leaft degree of credit or attention. To this his Lordfhip 
anfwered, that for the purpofe he employed thofe fuppofed 
fa£h, it was totally immaterial whether they were correct or 
not; the exports, for inftance, "might be 2,700,000!. or ofcly 
a,ooo,oool. the argument either way was equally good* 
Ail he meant to prove by Rating them, was to mew the vaft 
encreafe of our trade to America, from a comparative ftate 
of it at different periods* The error, his Lordfhip faid, was 
uniform ; it exifted at all times, or not at all. Thus the 
cuftom-houfc entries faid, the annual exports in 1704 were of 
foreign goods 17,000). of home ,54,0001. in all 71,0001 ; in 
*754> ioO,oool; in 1764, in ten years, more than double 5 
and in the laft nine years again, nearly in the fame propor- 
tion, the exports being between feven and 8oo,oool. to New 
England alone. His Lordfhip concluded with obferving, 
.. that fome noble Lords, who formerly entertained an opinion 
of the propriety of the ftamp-a£t; feemed to have fince al- 
tered their fentiments. He, therefore, called upon them to 
declare their minds freely, and not to ad under any reftraint \ 
for he was ready and willing to unload them of fuch a 
burthen, and bear the whole of the blame on his own 
ihoulders; trufting, on the other hand, if it proved a wife 
meafure, that he might be* entitled to claim the merit- thus 
abandoned. 
Earl of The Earl of Abingdon faid, that reafon, juftice, eonfcience, 
Abingdon. p r i nc jpJe and inftinft, all prompted him to pronounce the 
bill a moft infernal and diabolic meafure. How the right reve- 
rend bench reconciled it to their consciences, he was unable 
to conceive; for his part, he put his trufl in the Almighty ; 
and though he knew all he could fay would avail nothing 
a gain ft a minifterial majority, yet he cautioned the Lords 
againft injuftice, as in the judicial vifitati6n of Providence it 
generally fell heavy on the heads of thofe who planned 
iniquity. 

This dofed the debate, it being paffed nine o'clock 5 and 
on a divifion, the number ftood thus ; for the bill, 104 5 
againft the bill, 29. 

March Q.O. 

Bill reported. No debate. 

March 21. 

The Earl of Dartmouth moved the third reading of the 
bill. 

The 
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*faie Earl of Buckingham/bin offered an' amendment. S»l' of 
The claufe, as it ftood ifi the ingroffed bilj, which his Sutku 
LonMhip wifhed to alter, was part of the prohibitory claufe, 
relative to the fifhery, where it was enafied, that if any (hip, 
or vdfel, being the property of the fubjedts of Great Britain, 
not belonging to, and fitted out from Great Britain, Ireland, 
or the iflarids of Guernfey and Jerfey,' fhall be found, after 
the 20th day of July, 1775^ carrying on any fifhery, of what 
nature or kind foever, upon the banks of Newfoundland, 
the coaft of Labrador, or within the river or gulph of St. 
Lawrence, or upon the coaft of Cape Breton', or Nova Scotia, 
or any other part of the coaft of North America, or having 
on board materials for carrying on any fuch fifhery, every 
fuch fhip or veflel, with her guns, ammunition, tackle, ap- 
parel, and furniture, together with the fifh, if any fhall be 
found, fhall be forfeited, unlefa the mafter, or perfon having 
the charge of fuch fhip or veffel, do produce to the com*, 
mander of any of his Majefty's fhips of war, ftationed for 
the protection and fuperintendance of the Britifh fifheries in 
America, a certificate under the hand and feal of the go- 
vernor or commander in chief of any of the colonies or plant- 
ations of Quebec, Newfoundland, St. John's, Nova Scotia* 
New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Eaft or Weft 
Florida, fetting forth,, that fuch fhip or veffel, expreffing her 
name, burden, &c. and defcribing her, hath been fitted out 
from fome one of the faid ' colonies or plantations;" Hie 
Lordfhip moved, that the words New Jerfey, Penfylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, fhould be omitted; 
and the Lord Keeper having ' put the queftion in the uftrid 
form, that thofe words ftand part of the bill, the houfe di- 
vided, and the non-contents carried it by a majority of 52 to 
21 ; confequently, the prohibitions of the bill were extended 
to the provinces fo omitted. 

The Duke of Manchefter oppofed the amendment. He Duke of 
faid, that one half of the continent of North America was^ 1 "*'/** 
at once punifhed by the propofed alteration, without any trials 
proof, or enquiry whatever; that fuch a mode of proceeding 
was totally unparliamentary and unprecedented ; that it was 
no lefs repugnant to the eftablifhed rules of equity and judi- 
cial deciflon, which always and in every inftance fuppofed 
the party accufed, had been heard before judgment was pro- 
nounced ; and, that if fuch a mode of executive fpeedy juftice 
were to obtain in that Houfe, it would be productive of the 
moft dangerous and alarming confequences, 
VoL.II. O The 
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t4. Keeper. The Lord Keeper quitted the woolfack, in otiei to reply 
to the noble Duke. He faid, the Houfe was in poflfeffion of 
evidence, fully fufficient to authorize their Lordfhips agree- 
ing to the propofed amendment ; that the papers on their 
Lordfhips table were full of the information neceffary to 
to warrant it ; that at the time the bill originated in the 
other Houfe, the information alluded to was not known ; 
' - that it appeared by the feveral accounts received from the 
provinces of New Jerfey, Penfylvania, ice. that" they were 
equally culpable with thofe of New England j and that of 
courfe they ought to fuffer under one' common punishment. 
Duke of The Duke of Manchejier acceded to the general premifes 
Manciefler. ] a jj d own by the learned Lord ; but totally denied the* pro- 
priety of the inferences and concluilons drawn from them. 
He obferved, that although the letters ftated What his Lord- 
ship was pleafed to call the difobedient and undutiful difpofi- 
tion of the fouthern colonies, but what he (hould always 
efteem as a meritorious perfeverance in the caufe of freedom, 
arid a conftitutional affertion of their rights, thofe letters were 
no more in the contemplation of the Houfe, in its legiflative or 
deliberate capacity, than if they had never exifted. Have they, 
find his Grace, been even fo much as read ? Have they been 
confidered ? Have the parties accufed been heard in their own 
defence ? Away then with fuch pretences. Has not the minifter 
in the other Houfe, and the Houfe itfelf, been in poffeflion. 
of the fame information ? Why then have not they proceeded 
in the fame manner ? No ; however willing they might be 
to do it, they plainly faw the infurmountable difficulties 
which lay in their way, and wifely declined it. 

The Earl of Abingdon fpoke to order. He was anfwered 
by the Earl of Bucks ; on which Lord Mansfield faid a few 
words, in order to fet the matter right. 

The Duke of Mancbefter rofe again, and obferved, that the 
province of New- York was permitted to ftand in the bill 
4 with the othjer favoured provinces, though it was Vrell knowri 
that they had, in their legiflative capacity, denied the right 
of taxation ; and had conformably to thole fentiments, trans- 
mitted a petition to the King, a memorial to this Houfe, 
*nd a remonftrance to the other. His Grace, therefore, -de* 
fired to know the reafon why they were (ingled out from the 
reft, when the offence was the fame. He faid, he had fto ob- 
jection to the indulgence; but he could not perceive hour 
their Lordfhips could reconcile their conduft on this occa- 
fion with any rule o; confiftency whatever. 
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The Earl of Effingham. . I have been well informed that E "* ° f 
a fliip has arrived at New- York, and that the people of that E ffi n £ ham * 
colon; abfolutely and peremptorily refufed to permit any part 
of the cargo to be landed. I therefore call on fome of the 
noble Lords in adminiftration, to contradi& this account if 
falfe, or confirm it if it be true. Should the latter be the 
cafe, I cannot for mv part conceive, on what ground the 
prefent exemption in favour of New- York can be defended. 

The Earl of Dartmouth. It is not in my power di-Earl of 
reftly to contradi&,' or affirm, the intelligence of the noble. Dartmouth 
Lord. All I can fay on the fubjeft is, that the laft ac- 
count I received was from a gentleman of veracity on the 
fpot, who writing on the Saturday, and informing me of 
the arrival of the veflel, allures me, that the goods would 
be landed on the Monday following. 

The Lord Keeper put the queftion : 

The Houfe divided. For the amendment, 52 5 againft 

iV*3- 

As foon as their Lordfhips returned above the bar, the 
queftion was put, that the faid bill be read a third time. 
The Lord Keeper added, <c and that the Houfe 6f Commons 
be acquainted, that this Houfe hath agreed to the fame with 
amendments." To this the Duke of Richmond objected, 
as he faid, " he meant to divide the Houfe." The Houfe 
divided again. For the bill, 73 ; aginft it, 21. 
The following Lords divided againft the bill : 

Camden, Scarbrough, \ 

Richmond, Cholmondeley, \ 

Devonfhire, Abergavenny, 

Portland, Wycombe, 

Rockingham, Torrington, 

Ponfonby, Effingham, 

Abingdon, , Fitzwilliam, 

Majichefter, Graven, 

Cou/tenay, Leinfter, 

Tankerville, Stanhope, 

Archer/ 
v DijfenttenU Becaufe the attempt, to coerce by , famine, the 
whole body of the inhabitants of great and populous pro- 
vinces, is without example in the hiftory of this, or perhaps 
of any civilized nation ; and is one of thofe unhappy inven- 
tions, to which Parliament is driven by the difficulties 
iwhich daily multiply upon us, from an obftinate adherence 
to an unwife plan of government. We do not know 
exadly the extent of the combination againft our com- 
1 : / ' Oa mercc 
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? mcrcc in New England and the other colonies ; but we do 

know the extent of the punifixrhent we infli£t upon it % . 
which is uaiverfal, and includes all the inhabitants. Among 
thefe many are admitted to be innocent, a.nd feveraj are al- 
ledged by minifters to be, in their cafe, even meritorious. 
That government which attefnpts to preferve its authority 
by deftroying the trade of its fubje&s, and by involving 
th^ innocent and guilty in a common ruin, if it a£ls from 
' a choice of fuch means, confeffes itfelf unworthy •, if from 

v inability to find any other, admits itfelf wholly incompe- 
tent to the end of its inftitution. 

2dly, Becaufe the Englifh merchants are puniihed without 
any guilt, real or pretended, on their part. The people of 
the profcribed provinces, though failing in their duty to go- 
vernment, ought to be permitted to difdiarge their obliga- 
gations to commerce; without their fifhery this is impoffible. 
The merchants of England entertain no fears for their 
debts,- except from the fteps which are faid to be taken in 
their favour. Eight hundred tboufand pounds of Englifh 
property, belonging to London alone, is not to be trifled with,, 
or facrificed to the proje&s of thofe who have conftantly fail- 
ed in every expectation which they have held out to the 
public ; and who are become more bigotted to methods of 
violence, in proportion to the experience of their inefficacy, 
and the mifchievous confequences which attend them. 

3<lly» Becaufe the people of New England, befides the * 
natural claim of mankind to the gifts of Providence on their 
own coaft, are efpecially entitled to the fifhery by their 
charters, which have never been declnred forfeited. Thefe 
charters, we think, (notwithftanding the contempt with 
which the idea of public faith has been treated) to be of 
material^ consideration. The bill therefore not growing out 
of any judicial procefs, feems equally a violation of all na- 
tural and all civil right. 

* 4-thly, Betaufe we conceive, that the attempt which has 
been made, to bribe the nation, into an acquiescence in this 
arbitrary a&, by holding out to them (by evidence at the bar) 
the fpoils of the New England fifhery, worth upwards, of 
300,0001. a year, to be a fcheme full of weaknefs and inde- 
cency ; of indecency, becaufe it may be fufpefted that the 
defire of the confifcation has created the guilt ; weak, be- 
caufe it fuppofes that whatever is taken from the colonies is 
p( courfe to be transferred to ourfelves. ' We may trample on 
• the rules of juftice, but we cannot alter the nature of things* 
We cannot convey to Great Britain the advantages of fitu^* | 
- ' tioA» 
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tion,' which* New England poffefles for the fifhary/ If the 
value of the commodity (hould be entafltej at the, foreign 
markets by the exclufion of fo large a part of the Aippfc, 
it may either greatly injure the fale of tjle <*w»m<jdity itfeJf, 
or put the consumers on new articles of confumption, or 
new methods of fupply, to the juft ruiri of thofe, who, de^ 
luded by avarice, have cbofen from the vain hope of an en- ' 
hanced ma*ket, to difturb the natural, fettled, and beneficial 
courfe of traffic. 

Sthly, Becaufe we do not apprehend, that the topic lb 
much in fi fled upon by a Lord high in office, in favaut of 
this projc£r, namely, the cowardice of his Majcfty's American 
fubjects, to have any weight in itfelf, or be at all agreeaole 
to the dignity of fentiment which ought ta charadettfe thk. 
Houfe. We do not think it true that any part of the lub~ 
je£ts of this empire are defective in bravery. It is to the laft 
degree improper to aft upon fuch a fupppittton, as i( mull 
highly difgrace our arms in cafe of misfortune, and rtufc 
take away all honour from them in cafe of fuoeefi. Nd- 
thing can tend more effe£hially*o defeat the purpofes of all 
our coercive raeafures, than to let the people, againft whom 
they are intended, know, tbat we think our authority found- 
ed in their bafenefsj that their refinance will give them 
fome credit, even in our own eyes, and that we atsribat* 
their obedience only to their want of courage. This is to 
call for refiftance, an<i to provoke rebellion by the ttfoft 
powerful of all motives which can aft' upon men of any 
degree of fpirit and fenfibility. 

bthly, Becaufe the interdict from fiUung and commerce^ it 
not to be terminated by any certain and definitive a& to be 
done by the partv interdicted, but its duration depends folely 
on the will of tae governors and majority of the council in 
fome of the provinces ;' upon their more arbitrary opinion of 
the ftate of the commerce. In two of the proscribed pro- 
vinces the interdi& is made to depend on the fame arbitrary 
will, in much werfe hands, thofe of mere Cutom-houfe 
officers ; a power of fuch magnitude is not fit to bft dele- 
gated to any man, however wife, or however exalted* * 

But to deliver over fevera) hundred thoufands of our fc|- "' 
low creatures to be flarved, at the mere pkafiire of perfone 
in fubordinate fixations* -and fome of them in an ofice aU 
ways more or lefs fufpiciou* and obnoxious, and neceffary to 
be watched and guarded, rajher than vefthd with abfehite ^ 
power over all, and thm without; any rale to guide their * 
iifcreticw, wijbout. my penalty tei deter faro a* atari* tf it* 
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is a (train of fuch tyranny, oppreffion, and abfurdity, as 
we believe never was deliberately entertained by any grave 
affembly. 

Laftljy Becaufe the bill, though in appearance a tneafure 
of retaliation, only upon a fuppofition that the colonies have 
been the firft aggreflbrs, by their aflbciation not to import 
goods from Great Britain, yet is, in truth, a nioft cruel en- 
forcement of former oppreffions ; and that aflbciation is no 
more than a natural confequence of antecedent and repeated ' 
injuries. And fince the reftraint of this bill is not to be 
taken off, till the feveral colonies (hall agree to receive again * 
all goods whatfoever from Great Britain, and to pay all the 
duties impofed by Parliament, not excepting thofe upon tea; 
and fmce three of them muft apply through the medium of 
the New council of Maflachufets Bay, and the laft men- 
tioned province is obliged not only to acknowledge the new 
charter, butfubmit, in all refpe&s, to the fevere conditions of 
the Port Bill, before they can be releafed from their hardfhips; 
fince thefe are. the terms, and the only terms, upon which 
this proscription is to ceafe, and the colonies muft therefore 
fubmit to be the flaves, inftead of the fubjeds, of Great 
Britain ; this bill, in its principle, is both arbitrary and un- 
jtift. And as we do not conceive any ground of expecta- 
tion that the provinces will yield t6 fuch hard conditions, a 
civil war, which may probably end in the total feparation of 
the colonies from the mother-country; will too naturally be the 
coftfequence of this bill, in refpeft of which, as well as for 
the other hereby affigned, we do moft folcmnly and heartily 
proteft againft the famereafons, 

Abingdon, Devonshire, 

Stanhope, Camden, 

Richmond, Cholmondeley, 

Rockingham, Abergavenny, 

Ponsostby, Wycombe, 

Manchester, Torrington, 

Craven, Effingham, 

Lei nster, Fitzwilliam. 

[By the amendment made in the till this day, the title and the 
body of the bill Aid not correfpond $ and the Commons rejected 
the amendment when fent to them. A conference was de fired 
with the Commons to remove this difficulty.] 
March 27, 
A conference with the Commons. The following mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons, as managers for faid Houfe, 
tqok thoir feats at the conference tabic, in the painted cham- 
ber ; 
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Wr: Lord North, Mr. Solicitor-General, Mr. Cornwall, 
Mr. Rice, Mr. Grey Cooper, Mr. Hans Stanley, Mr. Jen* 
kinfon, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. Rigby, Mr. Townfhend, and 
Mr. Bamber Gafcoyne. A meflage was immediately fent 
to the Lords, informing them that the Commons were wait* 
ing. In about five minutes the following Lords appeared as 
managers for the Houfe of Lords : The Lord Prefident, [Earl 
Gower] the Lords Aberdeen, Dalhoufie, Abercorn, Rofe- 
berfy, Delawar, Townfhend,. Irby, Defpenfer, -and the BU 
ihops of London, Carlifle, Norwich, Worccfter, Briftoi, 
and Oxford. 

As foon as their Lordfhips w<re feated, and covered, the 
Commons flood up uncovered, and Lord North acquainted 
them, that the Commons had fent their managers to offer 
reafons why they had difagreed with the amendment made 
by their Lordfhips to the Maffachufets Bay fifhery bill. 

His Lordfhip then recited the title of the bill at large, 
and informed them, that they had difagreed with their Lord- 
fhips amendment. 

Lord North then proceeded to acquaint their Lordfhips, ; 
that the reafons why the Commons could not agree to the 
amendment were, that the commanders df his Majefty's {hips 
of war, fhould the bill pafs with the amendment, would be 
greatly embarrafled, and not know in what manner to a& 
with eafe and fecurity to themfelves. 

The ufual forms being complied with, the conference 
broke up, and each fet of managers returned to their re- 
fpe&ive Houfe. 

The Lords having taken the reafons offered by the Com- 
mons at the conference into confideration, their Lordfhips 
agreed with the Commons in rejecting the amendment, and 
Orders Were given to acquaint the Commons therewith. 
April 12. 

The Earl of Rochford prefented a meflage from his Ma- 
jefly, the purport of which was, for fettling Buckingham- 
houfe on her Majefty, in lieu of Somerfetrhoufe, which is 
to be difpofed of for other purpofes. 

An addrefs was immediately moved for, to thank his Ma- 
jefty for his moft gracious meflage, and to aflfure his Ma- 
jefty that the Houfe would moft readily concur in every 
meafure that might promote what was recommended by the 
meflage. 

A motion Was made by the Earl oiSandwich^ that the com- Earl of 
mittee toVhom the Braunfton inclofure bill was referred, SandnitB* 
ihould meet again after ti:e recefs at Eafter, and report to the. 
• » Houfe 
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Hfrcrfe their reafons for rgc£Hng the faid bill ; this motion 
brought en a debate. 

la ordtor to underftand the grounds of this debate, and ex- 
plain how this matter, which was originally of a private 
nature, fclely depending on local ,circumftances, came to be 
afubj«Aof public consideration, it is neceflary to mention, 
that the common fields and commonable lands in the parifh 
of Braonftoa being propofed to be inclofed, confift of forty- 
one yard-lands, of thirty-five computed, or fifty ftatutc acres 
each, befides the wafte ; the proprietors of twenty-feven and 
a half of thofe petitioned the Houfe of Commons for the 
bill, and the proprietors of A eleven and a half petitioned 
againft it, in which laft number the Lord of the Manor, 
whb a had property in the wafte, heriots, &c. and the Re&or, 
were included. The matter was for a long time warmly 
contefted in a committee above ftairs 5 and being at length 
reported, counfel were heard againft the bill, and It was 
read a fecond time, and committed. Though there is no 
Sanding order of the Houfe, which afcertalns the exaft pro- 
portion of property neceflary to carry an inclofing bilji 
through, yet it is generally underftood, that the petitioners 
for any bill of this nature (hould amount to four-fifths in 
value and number. But the friends of the Brauniloh bill 
were driven to extraordinary arguments to fhew, that only 
three-fourths of the proprietors were for the bill. The Lord's 
manorial rights they accounted as nothing, though his pro* 
perty in the foil of the wafte was equal to at leaft one yard* 
land ; the proprietors of the two yard-lands, who did not fign, 
they appropriated on the well known adage, x.h?X Jilence gives 
innftni. The Re&or's intercft, who was entitled to two 
yard-lands, fhared the fame fate; becaufe the patrons, the 
fellows of St. John's college, Oxford, had confented on a 
former occafion, but now refufed to confirm or repeat it ; 
and the moft curious reafon of all was, the intereft of the 
Reftor, who, in the allotment, was to have fix yard -lands- 
ill lieu of tytbes, but who adhering to his word, as it was 
termed, refufed his content, becaufe he promifed, on his 
firft indudion into the living, that he would never agree to 
aft inclofing bill. 

The ftate of the matter was Shortly this : that the Refior 
having a freehold or intereft for life in the tythes before in- 
clofing, or in the land allotted to him as a compenfation for 
thofe tythes, that in either event he fhould have been con* 
fidcred, in every idea of law, equity, or common- fen fe, a 
a proprietor to the reputed value of the tythes, or the fpeci-* 

fie 
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fie equivalent held out, in lieu of .them. This being 4he 
cafe, the value of the property" would ftahd thus : take Ax 
yard-lands, .which was the value the tythes wer^ eftimated 
at from the 29I yard-lands, it would 1>e found then that the 
confenters pofiefled a property in the lands in queftion equal 
to a3f, out of 41 parts, and the diflenters 17^. . .. 

The bill being read a fecondtime in the Houfe of Lords, was 
fent to a committee, where it was poftponed for tyvp 
months, by a majority of one, and here, though thus difpofed 
of, it firft became a matter of public confideration. 

The Earl of Sandwich condemned the cOndufit of theEariof' 
committee, in thus affuming the legifiative power veiled in Sattdwic * 4 
the whole Houfe. He faid* they had no fuch power; that 
they (hould have reported the fpecial circumftances as they 
appeared before them ; that however,- he did not mean to' 
give the Houfe trouble, merely on a matter of order, but 
was ready to meet the committee Lords, on the fair merits* 
He obferved, that he had been always taught to confider the . 
legiilature as compofed of three eftates, King, Lords, and 
Commons ; but by this new mode of proceeding another 
branch was created, totally unknown to the constitution 5 
and if people, might judge by this firft a&, it might be well 
prefumed, that it would be exercifed in a moft arbitrary and 
eppreffive manner. He concluded, by' moving, that the 
committee fhould be ordered to report the firfrday of the 
meeting of the Houfe after the adjournment. 

The Bifhop of PeUrborough replied, that he was on the Earl <rf Pn 
committee, and that" counfel had been heard for and againft'^wwjk 
the bill, and their Lordfhips had, after the moft mature 
confideration and. clofe attention tQ the fubjeft, and enquiry 
into the merits, not reje&ed the bill, but poftponed it for 
two months. He faid, that the prefent motion was evidently 
calculated to cenfure the committee ; that he ihould look on 
it as fuch > but he was- fure, that whatever might be the 
event of J the motion, or/revifion of the report, the commit- 
tee had complied ftri&ly with the ufage in fuch cafes, which^ 
if any doubt remained, might be eafily proved by almoft 
daily experience. 

The Earl of Abtrcorn got up to exculpate himfelf froift the Earl 0/ 
implied cenfure of the noble Earl who made the motion. Abtnvrn* 
He (aid, it had been the conftant cuftom, as long as hfe was 
acquainted with the Houfe, not only to poftpone,-but rejeffe, , 
when they faw juft reafon ; and that for his own part, if he 
was in an error, he muft attribute it to the noble Earl, for it 
was he who advifed him to adopt the mode which he now fo 
loudly condemned* 
Vot.IL ' ? Th* 
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|**J rf The Earl of Sandwich iii reply, confeflecj thfe charge the 

£<«fa*&. noble Earl had made, and avowed his motives for fo doing 
^rercto ihiflea'c), in order that the Whelk proceedings tni^ht 
again come under the cognisance of the Houfe. % This con- 
imon treated a Id\ufl hugh throughout the Houfe. 
lari of The Eatl efr Rhdner contended, that the pbWer aflumed 
R*4mor. D y fa committee was unpaiffamentaty and unconttitutional ; 
diat he had wen a member of the other Houffe during two fef* 
ftotts, arid thbtrghftich a power was fdfnetJmes cxerclfed by its 
committees ; upon a motion made, theHoofejin feveral in- 
fhnces which cahte to his own knowledge, had 'ofefiged the 
committee to report, 
torf vac. Lord Vifcount t)udlty % from long experience, confirmed 
VmiUj. the ftft^fferted by the nbblte Sari who /poke before him ; 
arid tfbferyfcd, that if the tifege ndw contended tor -was to 
dbtajn ih *the manner it Was agreed, it would be nrfitfier more 
ilor lefs than diverting the Houfe of its kgHIatiVe 'pOWer and 
authority. 
Lord Co/A- Lofd Cdtbeart Hefehded the Committee bit precedent and 
*■"• ufagej and (aid, It vr& a itibft extraordinary -procedure to 

denture their ; cdh<lu& for tfBtafc homofe than what Was done 
for a feries of year* ih 'both floufes, and particularly by the 
committees appbllit^d^y that : Houfe. 
tord LjtuL Lord 'Lffttlton efcpreffetf his indignation tfrrifce trottduft of 
m. the comhirttee, in h'arih Wats, we faid, kht moftltiotorious 

afts of injuftice/ind oppreiHon ever committed, tfa8 been 
juftined oh the fame ground ; fciid faid, he did not know dne 
48, howfoevir attrocibifs, thit might not He deluded ; by 
tirece'dent. "fie obfervfcd, tjiat what Was done in ; the other 
Houfe was 'ho f'ule nOr regulation for their 'Lordflli{te &>h- 
duft, no more ihfck'the fcower affurhed in tti* pfdeirt 1n- 
fUhce by the committee ; the queftion being, Whether the 
eommittdes appointed by this Houfe, Who were on filch oc- 
dafioris no ihbre than its 'fervants, {ftotrld arrogate' to thfcrti- 
ftl ves a ' pdWet of fupef fediflg and cOh trouling "the ffbuft 
ftfelf, in matters Where they Were merely delegated to* en-- 
^uire fnto fa&i, 'and report their opinions on thfcfe faids. 
LordG*** The Lord Camdtn exprefled his difapprobation of* the coh- 
da \. '&*& bf the &rrirnfttee, in the moft ^Wattn Vttd ¥b*c?bl* 
• terms, tife : afttitffcd, that fihee he : firft had the hAnbur ; tt> 
ifave a fifat in ttuft Houfe, an infhnce of a fimttar nature 
never came Within his knowledge. It Was a downright vto- 
fitfioh 6f the rights of the Houfe, in the firft mftanCe ; *aftd f 
if fubfnittdd to, Would fan&ify an usurpation, h itHfeftb tin- 
inoVn !ri the 'anftals of Parliament. But, fajs^hiS i/>rd- 
fcip, give mc leave t? correft myfdf - y it is not afflfir. open 

• Attack 
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attack q|l the legiflatjve power of this Houf? $ if i wptjfe. 
infinitely 2 bpcaufe a direci attempt of fucb a nature TWoald, 
lie fcoitfe4 in dig S*ft inftanee, but it is a? attempt to diveq; 
this H<wk of j*a Jegiflatjve poweV, as pne of the three 
cftaj^ps pf the rej&p, by a fi^e vyifld, aj deep tyd as it would 
he fatal in Us ponkq*ence$, ^rp it ifently aonjie^ed ip. 
A great deal km been urged in Alport and juftificat#m of the 
cpmoMtee, on the ground of precedent; and the ipede of 
proceeding adopted by the other Houfe has been much re- 
lied pn» and ea/neftly prefled on the prefent occafion; ^ut '.. 
what does all this amount to, by& that jthis Houjfe has, 
through inatf entjpn, ©eglefl, or fo^e other reafon, which is 
not at aU wceffey to enquire into, fuffered their corntnit- ' 
tees rtexeigifea power to which they were by no means 
cosmetcnt, and (hen defend pge uforpation by quoting ano- 
ther r Yet, how dpes the patter come out in point tf ia&, 
as to the ufoge of the other Houfe ? Why, that comojLU- 
tees on private bilk do fqiqetiftes fajce ^on $hemfeives 
to decide on their prpfcrjety or impropriety. But is it not 
well known, is it not matter qf public notoriety, that fjfp 
Speaker has a right, if he chufes to exert it, to oblige the 
committer to report to the Houfe the fafts ftated in the couxfe 
of the evidence laid before them ? AoA that he has efce/ctfed 
this right «in the ..very inftance now vnder yoqr ^ordfl^ips 
confidesation, is caertam; othenyife we fhpuld not be Rebat- 
ing the prefect queftion $ for their committee, as well as, 
ouxs, took upon them to decide what could only be properly 
determined in the Hqufe. I fruit, however, we fhafl do, on 
the prefent occaiion, what that Houfe,. in vindication of its 
own rights^ very properly did, and compel the coounjttee ,to 
report. 

The Earl of F auconb.tr g feemed hurt at the fevereoenfurepaf^Earl of 
fed by the two laft nobles Lords, who fpoke on the conduct q£ : F*mt*p 
the committee. He difclaimed for himfelf, and believed be 
could anfwe* for all the reft, who afted on that occafiqn, 
any intention whatever to invade the legiflative rights and 
privileges of the Houfe.. They proceeded by ufage, and de- 
termined by the merits; and he was forry to pbferve, that 
the main fcope of the arguments urged on the other fide,, 
went generally to impute the motives of their condu& to 
fome private, perfonal, or iinifter coniideration ; but allow* 
ing the latter fuppofition to be juft, which he could not bring 
himfelf to believe, any perfon in that Houfe would be fo un- 
charitable as tp do, the main obje&ion to the proceedings " 
of the committee muftinftantly fall tp the ground j fpr then 
it would come out, that they had proceeded and adfd on 
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partial and rcprehenfiblc motives, but not with any view 
* or intention of divefting the Houfe of its inherent right* ; 
befides, fays his Lordfhip, I cannot believe that fuch a charge 
could be ferioufly urged, withbut thofe who have made it 
will ftill ftrengthen it by a more abfurd fuppofition, that 
the noble Lords who ferved on that committee, claim an ex- 
clusive privilege of ferving on every other committee j an4 
by making themfelve a permanent fixed body, mean, as fuch, 
to invade or ufurp the inherent rights of this Houfe. 
JUrdCwi- The Lord Camden aflured s the noble Earl whofpoke laft, 
** that he had not the moft diftant intentidn of pafling the 

leaft degree of perfonal cenfure on any of the noble Lords 
who ferved on that committee; that he was perfectly fatif- 
fied and convinced they had aded agreeably to their confei- 
ences, and ftri&ly conformable to the rules of the moft per- 
fect probity and ftrid integrity ; that his Lordfhip totally 
miftook him, if he interpreted any warm expreffion which 
might have fallen from him as conveying any particular or 
perfonal allufion ; that he fuppofed, their Lordfhips had been 
ihifled by what had been done in fimilar ihftances on former 
occafions ; and, that he prefumed, when they perceived the 
error they had been inadvertently led into, nolle would be 
more willing, on reconsideration, to correct it, 
lord Vif- » The Lord Vifcount Weymouth obferved, that whatever 
count ^b* colouring might be put on the prefent motion, and' the rea- 
mmm* fons adduced in its fupport, it carried on the face of it an 
implied cenfure on the condu& of the committee ; that the 
argument fpecioufly laid hold of was the j>refervation of the 
legiflative right of the Houfe, to referve to itfelf the power 
of aflent or reje&ion.; whereas the real motives which gave 
birth to the prefent cenfure were the merits, not the ofders 
or forms of the Houfe. For my part, fays his Lordfhip,! 
am well informed, and clearly of opinion, that the merits 
are againft the bill* not with it ; and were it even otherwife, 
1- think we fhould be very carious in our enquiries into 
thofe merits, and very flow in coming to any refolution 
which might, in the moft diftant manner, (eem to cenfure op 
affe& a committee who have confefledly complied with the 
' eftablifhed forms of the Houfe,* and who could not be fuppo- 
fed to be at all influenced by any other con fideration but what 
C was purely di&ated by conscience, and an earneft defire of 

doing jufttce to the parties before them* Befides, allowing 
they had been wrong, I repeat again,, that the forms of the 
fioufe are not invaded, becaufe it is no more than a confir- 
mation or repetition of an ufage exercifed before in a thou- 
fand inftances. The noble Lprd who paade the potion, 
- • , fte-ms, 
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feems anxious for the prefervation of the legiflati ve rights of the 
Houfe ; I commend his zeal, but, in my opinion, the; point, 
if that be theonly one. he wi(hes tp gain, will be ■ obtained 
as effedually, and. much more confidently with the dignity 
of this Houfe, and the refpefi due to the committee, on 
fome future occaiion, {landing fingly on the independent 
ground of re&ifying an abufe which, through inattention, 
has crept into our form of proceeding, than by involving 
the noble Lords in an implied cenfure, in order to bring 
this bill again before the Houfe, on pretended merits, which, 
I am clearly convinced, are againft it. 

The Earl of Sandwich offered to join the iflue with the Earl of 
laft noble Lord on the merits. On being called to ,order,~ Sandwit ^ 
he infilled he was ftfi&ly within order; that he was well 
apprized the merits were not before the Houfe, only the Jingle 
queftton of revifion, but ftill in point of 'argument, as re- 
fpeding the noble Lord who mentioned them, he was at li- 
berty to fpeak to them, £nd combat his Lordihip's 'prepoflef- 
fions on that head ; that out of 41 yard-lands, within the 
parifh, 29 petitioned for the bill, and nine or ten, at moft* 
were only againft it ; that bills of inclofure, thus fupported, 
uniformly received the fan&ion of the Houfe ; that if ever 
an inclofing bill deferved the fupport of the tioufe, the pre* 
fent did ; and that he had no pofitive reafon for wilhing to 
trouble the Houfe on the fubje£t, as he knew not one of the 
parties on either fide, but be had very powerful negative 
motives operating on his mind, which he underftood prevail- 
ed on this, as well as many other occafions, namely, the want 
of the re&or's confent, which be fhould, as long as he had 
a feat in - that Houfe, moil ftrenuoufly oppofe, as he thought 
it behoved the Houfe to do every thing in their power to dtf- 
courage the idea, that it fhould be at the option of a redor .» 
to controul and command the whole landed property of a 
parifb merely at his will and pleafure. 

The Earl of Sandwich's motion was put, and carried by. 
a majority of 40 to 24, and the committee was ordered 
to report the whole of their proceedings the firft day af- 
ter therecefs. 

April 26. 
- The committee on the Braunfton inclofing bill reported 
.the feme without any amendment ; but the order of refe- 
rence only directing them to report a general ftatc of. their 
proceedings previous to that order, a debate arofe on the in- 
formality of going out of the order of reference, contrary to 
Jbe fenje of the Houje, which continued till half after four 

o'clock, 



Digitized by 



Google 



I» PARLIAMENTARY A. 177* 

o'clock, when a fart of cojopromiie took pbeft better th* 
parties, and a motion was made, that the committer 4o draw 
up a ftate of their whole proceedings previous t+ the » fttfe qf 
" April, (the date of the order of reference) with m account 
of the motion of adjournment, and Deport *bp £m$ to tfc* 
Houfe. 

Afigr a. 
Earl of The Earl of Sandwich moved, that the eowrmtfe* W 
Sandwich* the Braunfton inclofing bill migktt be diraftod ta report their 
original proceedings to the Houfe, which being complied 
with, his Lordfhip entered intoafhort view of the question* 
He obferved, that the lands pcopofed <» be UicleJfed, be- 
ing divided into 41 parts or yard-lands, that* who pfrffeft 
27 parts Were for the bill, and <oply ten sod a* half ags*aft 
it ; that $egremaining two parts and a fc aft m n wnere in the 
pofleffion of thofe whowre well enough coatenteri with tim 
inebfure, but did not fign, chufing to avoid givuag e&nce ; 
that qpon this ftate of the matter, which could not be Jpiriy 
controverted, it appeared, that *hme-foujrt)ha'Of the.preprif 
etors of lands within the pafifli wertf for the pr<Jpofed i»* 
clofure, which was a fufficient majority , to jjjftify the paAng 
of the bill, and much greater than had 'bora known to fucr 
ceed in many instances. For tbefe reafbna, tbejttfora, be 
faid he had a motion to propofe, founded 00. the fcibgefibm*** 
terof the report, which would defeat its cffiwft, and at the 
fame time bring the real merits of the lull, in as expeditir 
ous a manner as pofiible, under the confideratioji #£ .the 
Houfe. His Lotd&ip's motion recited the proceedings of the 
committee, their putting off the bill for two months, and 
*hat it be recommitted, and that the comjBktee he.dira&ed 
to report the fads as they ihould appear io them. 

The Lord Sandys obferved, that the motiop was irregular; 
that the Houfe were now in poffeffion erf" the report; and 
were competent to agree with what part tbey pieafed, -amj 
Teje& the reft. 

The Earl of Sandwich replied, that no part of the- origW 
nal report could be properly received or .proceeded upon, as 
the committee, * by putting off the bill, had.jexcecdcd the 
powers delegated to them, and bad actually invaded the* le- 
gislative rights of the Houfe; that the Houfe, hy entertain- 
ing the bill in the fir ft ioftance, and after avfecond reading* 
having fent it to a committee, had approved of the principle, 
and were bound to difcufs the merits on the report or thir^ 
reading, which could never be the cafe on the one now 

made, 
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madtr, as thfc e^mitteehad precluded the Houfe from taking 
cogm&atrcebf the merits by irregularly proceeding to decide 
oh Wttn ortrf the tfoufe. 

The Ead of Abertern feid, that however flrcnuoua theJE"! «f 
nbbfe Earl *ight be to cenfure the proceedings of the com- *>"*"*• 
mittee, he could fairly anfweir forhiittfelf, that he was influ- 
enced by no ftibtives "Whatever, bat doing jufticje to the par- 
ties. That Ate iftMe Earl had relied much on the ftate <tf 
prop^tV poffeflfed by the friends of the Bill, ami had drawn 
•conclunorfc v&yikvbutokfty to the cairfe he efpoufed.; but, 
4ie begged leavfe to differ frcMi his Ldrdtirip, as much on hrs 
concntfibhs as bistfafts *; and when the latter were properly 
afcertained to the fatutfa&ion of the Houfe, he believed his 
LorfHhip trcfeW not be able to rprtoduce one inftance where an 
inclofing bill Was pifled againft the content of fo many pro- 
•priftors, %dfli in tfutaber arid value. 

* The Earl of Sandwich cited fcveral inftances, m which *A «f 
liHsllaa 'been paffed when no more than two thirds bad **■*■«*■ 
•cdnftWtfed ; and'me^Kioned bnein the year $771 in partict/- 
tar, *When ab»H Was paffed, though the Value poffeffed by 
the proprietors for the bill exceeded little more than one 
•half. 

-The Earl of ^rwrw- allowed the fafis as dated bythe*j* rl of 
noble Earl j but contended, that although that was the Mercorn * 
•feerttlhg ^ftate of (he property, if thofe inftances now quoted 
T>y the noble Earl were minutely enquired into, It would be 
found that a great majority were for thofe refpeclive bills, 
'though they refdfed to fign the petitions, on purpofe to 
avoid fcontribtiting to the expence ; this 'being well known 
to be* cohftant t>ra£ttfce when there was no ftrong oppo- 
-fition-exbefted. 

Lbrd Vifcouht Weymouth contended, that the point of or- Lord v;r- 
^er^hdthetneritffof the bill Were both equally againft the* ™ 1 ^ 
noble Earl who made' the motion*; that he fhouMnherefore, ww " * 
move the Houfe to agree with the committee on the report, 
if flfefe had not been a queftion before their Lordfhips 
wftidh muft befifft difpofed of; that however, when that 
^ueftidrf'was put and loft, as he trufted it would, the mo- 
tion for Agreeing to the report from their Lordfhips com-, 
mittee would come as a matter of courfe. He faid. the no- 
ble Earl [Earl of Sandwich] had exerted hinfelf greatly to> 
prove that three- fourths of the proprietors were for the in- 
ebfure, but had totally failed in his proofs, for atmoft the 
cdrrfenters were but 27 out of 41, the reft refufingto fign 
foight be fairly deemed diflenters $ oefides, the very valua- 
ble 
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b!e intcreft of the Lord of the manor and the re&or, when 
properly and fairly eftimated, would bring the confents and 
diflents nearly upon an equality. The fooner, therefore, 
the noble Lord's queftion was difpofed of the t>etter, as he 
would be then at full liberty to introduce his, of agreeing 
with the report now on the table. N 

Earl of The Earl of Sandwich anfwered, that the noble Lord had, 
SandwUb. he prefumed, forgot, that the Lord of the manor had little 
or no property in the parifh ; and as to the claim of the 
redtor, that being the very ftrong part of the caufe he efpoufed, 
he was ready to enter into the merits, as foon as poffible, in 
order to get zt that particular part of the main queftion ; 
befides, a right reverend prelate (the Bifhop of Peterborough.) 
now abfent, had a flu red him, that the equivalent provided 
for the reSor was ample, and every way fatisfa&ory. 
Lord Vif. Lord Vifcount Dudley, faid, it would be impoffible, con- 
cent Dud- fiftent with the forms of t;he Houfe, to agree with the report 
^* in its prefent fhape. He therefore recommended, as a middle 

way, to have the firft motion withdrawn, which being ac- 
quiefced in by the noble mover, his Lordihip then moved 
imply, that the bill be recommitted. 

The Houfe divided. Contents, 28 ; non-contents, 23* 
And next day the report was received. - 
, ' May 3. 

A bill- from the Commons to eftablifli a play-houfc at 
Earl of t Manchefler, was read the firft time. The Earl of Radnor 
Rtdnor. en tered the following proteft againft it. 

» Dijjfentitntt " For the reafons entered in the journals the * 
26th of February, 1771, which, I conceive, at leaft, operate 
with equal force againft eftablifhing a theatre in the town of 
Manchefter ; and becaufe no argument, or local confideration,' 
can, in my judgment juftify even* the partial repeal of a lav/ 
fo well calculated to reftrain diffipation and licentioufnefs* 
and to promote the caufe of induftry, morality, and religion j 
as every fuch repeal diredJy tends to the increafe of thofe very 
evils, which, in the late addrefs of the convocation to his 
Majefty, the prelates (who now with fuch confiftency couiv- 
tenance this bill) 'pbferve with infinite concern, do at this 
time prefent a very gloomy profpeil to every ferious and con- 
federate mind/ 

RADNOR." 
,. . May 4. 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the bill for 
ere&ing a houfe of induftry, and for the employment of the 

poor 
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poor within the hundreds of Mrtford and Laundltch, in the 
county of. Norfolk, And connfel having been heard for and 
againft the bill, the Earl of Bucklnghamjhitt moved, that the Karl t& 
bill be committed. His Lordffiip entered into a general *"**• 
view of the poor laws, made feveral remarks on the great 
abufes which have prevailed' in the execution of them, and 
applied his whole reafoning particularly to the ihdrheful and 
neglected date of thofe parishes and hundreds meant to be in- 
corporated. 

The Lord JVdlpole owned the general principles laid Lord tT& 
down, fcut denied the propriety of the application. HisM* 
LorcHhip contended, the prefent bill could ! be countenanced 
but on two grounds 5 either for the better fupport and eml 
ployment of the poor, or for the relief of the land-ownera 
and occupiers, by lowering of the rates. The firft of thofe* 
includes the eafe, happjneft and cbnteritof the perfons main- 
tained and employed ; the other, the approbation and relief* 
of thofe who are to pay for .heir maintenance 5 neither of 
which can be fo much as pretended in the prefent ihftance t 
for neither my ndble relation near rrie [Lord TownfhendJ 
who fo warmly patronizes the bill, nor any other noble Lota 
in this Houfe, can infift, that the .poor in general are not 
ftrongly averfe to the bill, and that a great majority of the . 
land occupiers* who are to pay the rates* and an equality of 
the proprietors, who may be fuppofed to be affe&ed in a fe- 
condary degree by thofe rates, have not done every thing in 
their power to oppofe it. 

The Duke of Mamhefler obferved, that great ftrefs had Duke rf 
been lafd by the counfel who argued againft the propriety ofAinclj** 
the bill's being fent to a committee, "on the claufe which 
makes it a. capital felony to pull down, deface, or deftroy any 
of the fences ,or indoftlres to be railed about the houfe or 
fields meant to be ere&ed or inclofed \ and had ludicroufly 
fuppofed the cafe of a perfoji pulling a hedge-flake, breaking 
a pale, or committing any fuch trifling trefpafs, as coming 
within the penal /view or provifion of that claufe ; but for 
his part, however he might admire the ingenuity of the 
learned gentleman, he could not poffibly fee the rieceffity qf 
inferring the word malicioufly, according to his ideas ; >&- 
caufe, in the conftru&ion of all penal ftatutes, He had 
always undetftood, that it was the intention, not the aft, 
or, more properly fpeaking, the intention and the^uSt coupled 
together, that conftituted the offence. His Grace was there- 
forcifor permitting the claufe to Hand in its prefent form, as 
a prevention of any general or particular intention to deftroy, 

Vol. II. Q. fooner 
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fooner than have it altered, upon fuch flight, remote, and 
vifionary grounds/ 

tmd Lyt~ The Lord Lyttelton approved of the principles of thejbill ; 

**•"• ' and faid, he flioukl vote for it. The objections made at the 
bar, that the poor would be confined, and that confinement 
was a real hardfhip, and contrary to the fpirit of our "laws, 
bis Lordfhip contended, was a miftake ; for the prefent bill, 
though it might differ as to the mode of reftrainf, gave no 
new fubftantial power, but what might be legally exercifed 
under the ftatute of the 43d of Elizabeth. The other ob- 

i*e£tion, that confinement was repugnant to the fpirit of our 
aws and conftitution, was an aflertion in his opinion equally 
erroneous ; for his Lordfhip could never believe that a qua- 
lified, optional reftraint, defigned manifeftly for the benefit 
and relief of the perfon alone who was to be bound by it, 
could be deemed a hardfhip or punifhment, particularly when 
•fuch reftraint grew out of the very aft itfelf, which was to 
conftitute the relief; for, the nature of mankind is fuchj that 
you cannot relieve without the power of retraining, therefore 
' you muft have the power of doing both or neither. His 
Lordfhip then launched into great encomiums on the a& of 
the 43d of Elizabeth ; and enumerated' the various and im- 
portant benefits derived from it; lamenting at the fame time 
thefliameful neglefi and abufes which had fince been intro- 
duced into the framing and executing the poor-laws. He 
dwelt with great energy on the vaft fums daily wafted in end- 
lefs litigations, relative to the law of fettlemeiits $ and the 
corruption, cruelty, and interefted conduct of parifh officers. 
- There is, fays his Lordfhip, above three millions of money 

, annually railed in this country, for the fupport and relief of 

the poor j and I folemnly believe, that of the vaft fums of 
money thrown away in fuits relative to parifh fettlements, 
and fquandered by the churchwardens and overfeers in their 
feafts and revellings, &c. with feveral other fpecies of mis- 
application and fraud, not a million and a half is applied to 
the real purpofes forwhich it is granted ; but though I highly 
approve of the principle of the bill, I beg leave to differ from 
ihe noble Duke, that the claufe does as well without the 
Word malicious. I think a provifion which enacls and fub- 
"mits the offender to fo heavy a punifhment, the* highefl 
known in our law, fhould be as clear and definite as poflible ; 
and though we may well prefume it will never be rigoroufly 
executed, fo as to obtain a bad purpofe, I muff confefs I 
would be much better pleafed that the claufe had been penned 
with the clearnefc and precifion fo neceflary to the true fram- 
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ing of all penal ftatutes. Neither do I entirely approve of 

the mode of confinement propofed by the bill, though as I 

faid before, I believe that confinement, or a certain qualified 

degree of reftratnt, to be neceffary. But take the bill on the 

whole, as I prefume no alteration can, confident with the 

claims of the other Houfe, be now made, as it is a money 

bill, and approving of the principle of the bill, as I do; in 

the light at leal^ of a local improvement of the poor laws, 

as they now ftand, I fhall give my hearty aflent for fending 

it to a committee. 

The Earl of Hill/borough informed the Houfe, that be had *? rl of 
made the poor Jaws his particular ftudy, "and had many years ^ flrw '** 
fince framed a general bill for their amendment and improve- 
ment ; but after he had made a confiderable progrefs, and 
the bill having met with ftrong oppofuion, the able man who 
at that time prefided at the head of public affairs (Mr. Pelham) 
fearing it might produce fimilar clamours to that raifed againft 
the Jew-bill then recently repealed, advifed his Lordihip to 
drop it, as he could not with prudence promife it his coun- 
tenance or fupport. His Lordfhip obferved, that fince that 
time he had remembered feveral bills relative to the poor laws, 
brought into Parliament. Some dire&ed to remove fome 
partial evil, others for the purpofe of local benefit, or con- 
venience ; none of them, he feared, anfwering the ends pro- 
pofed ; for, in his opinion, the evils, whether partial or ge- 
neral, have been for many years in a ftate of progreflional 
encreafe. However, in all remedies of a local nature, two 
invariable rules had been conftantly adhered to ; one was, 
that the mode of relief or improvement was well xlire<3ed, 
and would probably have the defired efFeft ; the other, that 
the matter being of a private. and perfonal nature (the cafe 
being quite' otherwife where the whole, community is con- 
cerned) the perfons immediately interefted in the event alone 
are to be confulted. Now, how does the prefent bill come 
fupporfed by thofe infeparable marks, and inherent qualities ? 
Why, in the firft place, guardians are to appointed, who, it 
is prefumed, being gentlemen of probity, humanity, and in- 
dependent fortunes, will execute the trufts repofed in them by 
this bill, with honour and fidelity. I allow the principle as 
a mere' Speculative propofitioij, to be an extremely juft one 5 
but I contend, it will be found the diredr. .contrary in prafiice. 
I know too much of the world to believe otherwife. It is well 
known, that nothing of this kind was ever taken up, upon 
purer or more exalted ideas of humanity and generofity. than 
the appointment of the fdeft veftry of St, George's, Hanover- 
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fquare* It is equally notorious, thai no ttuft or flarifh .re- 
gulation rtas ever more faithfully and honourably executed 
for a time; but what is the cafe now? Why, that myfelf 
and feveral others, at firfr equally faoguifie^ have neglected 
What from our fixation and. general purfuits we have found 
vre could not poijbly attend to ; and the partfh of Hanover* 
fqitare will in a few years fall under the dirc&ion, though 
perhaps modified into another fornt, of the very fame fpecics 
of power the feleft veftfy was inftituted to prevent. What 
will the cafe then be probably within the hundreds of Mitford 
and Launditch ? That the gentlemen appointed guardians, 
in execution of their prefent ideas, will exert' them felves in 
the manner we did $ and that when the fervor of reformation 
abd improvement abates, things will again flow into their 
former channels^ of private jobbs, .petty opprefliorts, and all 
*he detail of grievances which fill up the local annals of almoft 
every parifli in the kingdom. For I believe no perfon will 
he hardy enough to affert, that in an extent of country, 
which ta^es in 23 miles in length and IS ia breadth^ the 
guardians of the poor, I mean fdr any long continuance, 
will, in the winter, through dirty roads, and fliort days, do 
what the felect veftcy have failed to execute, even at their 
very doors, without any perfonal inconvenience 'whatever. 
As to the other general ground of the bill* the consulting 
and taking the fenfe of thofe who are to be immediately ar- 
fe&ed by if, that, I, think, is a matter of very ferious Con- 
sideration, and ought to be very cautkrofiy attended to. 
Parliament ihould, on no- account, on applications of local 
regulation, countenance a bill of this kind, or any other of 
a rnnilar tendency, without being fully fatisfied that fitch a" 
clear, deciftve majority, as is ufually deemed Sufficient in 
Aich cafes, are for the bill. How, then, does ft appear in 
the inftance before us ? One "gentleman, examined at the 
, bar, fays, that there is fuch a majority of the land-owners, 

which is as flatly contradicted ; while it is confefied on all 
hands, that of thofe who actually pay the tax, the land- 
occupiers, there is an indifputed majority again ft the bill. 
The fame gentleman', if 1 miftake not, was examined to 
prove the wretched, neglected -ftate of the poor within the 
parifh in which he rendes* Now, I would obferve, that 
(his gentleman is a juftice of the peace.; ^nd I would alk. 
ihi^floufe, If, -by the nature of his oflice, he was not com- 
petent to 'correct ia the firft inftance, or remedy uponrepre- 
fentation, the very evils, the averting and removal of which 
arc intended }sj the bill lie is brpiight to gi ve >» tpftnaony 
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in fupport of, ' On the whole, therefore, as the Houfe on a. 
former occafion threw out Mr, Gilbert's bill, intended to 
give an optional power of incorporation to every hundred or 
number of parifbes in the kingdom, as the plan, however, 
plaufible and well intentioned, appears to me ideal and im- 
practicable ; and as the diflfentipns are much too numerous 
to warrant the Jegiflative interference of this Houfe, I fhall 
be againft the bill going to a committee. 

Lords Town&end and Monfort fpoke in favour of the. 
bill* It was committed upon 1 a divifion of 58 to 3. 

May 9. 

Counfel heard for and againft the third reading of the 
Braunfton inclofing bill. 

The Earl of Sandwich^ as foon as the council had finifhed, Earl of 
moved, that the faid bill be now read a third time. His-SW»idk 
Lordihip faid, that the bill had been oppofed on a variety of 
grounds, and that great induftry had been ufed to reprobate 
it ; but however, without wifhing to combat fuch a croud of 
objections, mahy of them trifling and contradictory, in de- 
tail, he (hould crave the indulgence of the Houfe, after, 
claffiug them under three diftinct heads, to confider briefly 
fitch as carried moft weight, or were fupported with the, 
gfeateft degree of plaufibility. Thofe heads of objeAion^ 
fays his Lordihip, are the rights of the Lord of the manor, 
the ftate of con Tents and diflents to the bill, both in point of 
comparative property and number ; and which I look upon 
to be the true.caufe of the prefent oppofition, the feeminj* 
interefts and perfonal difapprobation of the re&or, Mr, Ed* 
wards ; I therefore entreat, that the Houfe will pleafe to give 
their attention for a few minutes, while I endeavour to fliew, 
that no one folid objeflion can be maintained upon any or 
all of thofe grounds, taken together. Before I proceed, it 
will be neceffary to aflure the Right Rev. Bench, for whom, 
as individuals, as well as a collective body, .1 entertain a very 
high reverence and 'efteem, that nothing which may fall 
from me inthe>courfe of the following obfervations, is 1 meant 
to convey the leaft degree of cenfure on their con dud*. As 
to the claim of Sir John Webb, (the lord of the manor) I 
have been long converfant with inclqfures, and frequently in- 
terested as a party, and, till the prefent occafion, never 
beard, that the con fen t or diflfentof the Lord was confidered, 
only in proportion to the property he pofleffed. I am myfelf 
Lord of a very ex ten five manor in Huntingdonfhire, the be- 
neficial property of which is enjoyed by my noble kinfman 
now in my eye, [the Duke of Manchefter] and my intereft 
ift it is not worth fiy-frguineas fit ' #nxum 9 the only powe* vetted 
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in me being that of appointing a game-keeper. Suppofe, then, 
a bill was brought in for indo'fing and dividing this lordftiip, 
and that I fhould take it into my head to oppofe it ; it would 
indeed, at firft, found very well, and no doubt be a pjaufible 
ground for oppofition, that Lord Sandwich, the lord of the 
manor, being highly ihterefted iri the event, was ftrongly 
againft the inclofure, but when, on enquiry, it was dif- 
covered what fpecies of intereft his Lordfhip had in the 
intended inclofure, and that he had- no real property ; 
would not your Lordfliips laugh at Lord Sandwich for his 
frivolous and ill-grounded oppofition ? What is the cafe here ? 
Why, that Sir John Vv^ebb, whofe diluent is" much relied oh, 
is not pofieffed of a fixtieth part of Braunfton field, or lit- 
tle more than half a yard land out of forty-one. But it has 
been Urged, with great feeming weight, at the bar, that his" 
other interefts will be deeply afte&ed by the pafiing of the 
bill ; that the copyhold and freehold will be fo blended toge- 
ther, that he will be deprived of his manorial rights and 
fervices, his hcriots, fines, &c. Now I take it, that the 
very reverfe will be the cafe 5 becaufe, the limits of both will 
be more exaftly afcertained, the fines will be certain, and all 
that collufion on one fide, and- thofe unreafonable claims on 
the other, will immediately ceafe ; becaufe the prefent bill 
will be fuch a record to which either party may hafve re- 
courfe, that the Lord will know where to diftrain for its 
heriots, &c. and the copyholder be clearly protected from any 
claims, but thofe to which he ought to fubmit. I do not 
offer 'on mere fpcculative 'notions, 1 fpeak from experience, 
* in an inclofure I was concerned in a few "years fince in the firft 
mentioned county, not where I was the nominal Lord -of the 
manor, but in which I at prefent enjoy an eftate of 1000I. 
fer ann. I believe I might fuggeft one great motive for the 
prefent Lord's great feeming folicitude for his manorial 
rights, that is, while the fields lie open, they will be a har- 
bour' for all kinds of garhe, but as foon as they become in- 
clofed, his fox-hunting will fhortly after be "at an end. 

The next point to be confidcred is, the ftate of the pro- 
perty refpe&ing the contents and' diffents. I own I was much 
furprifed to hear it afferted at the bar, that the diffents bore 
a proportion of 17* to 23I, when it is fo evident, as not \o 
, be even contradicted, that the latter were no more than 12 
and a fraction, and the contents were clearly 28, allowing 
that the perfon whofe fon figned ffcr him, ana who was pof- 
fefled of a yard-land, had never given his fon any authority 
to do fo. This, therefore, I take to be the true merits of 
the qucftion j every other eonfideration thrown in to fwelt 

the 
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the oppofition, but not to give it weight, in my .opinion, 
being totally foreign. Now if we recollect, that neither 
Houfe of Parliament have efta,blifhed the exa& quantum of 
property neceffary to entitle a billof this .nature to their le- 
giflative fan&ion ; if .we reflect, that nearty three-fourths of 
the proprietors of lands within Braunfton field are for having' 
it inclofed ; that feveral have been prevailed on; by perfonal 
influence^ to withold tKeir con fents j and that three or four 
.bills warmly contefted have pafled this Houfe, within the 
laft year or two, fupported by a much frrralfer proportion of 
property; I truft, your LoicJfiSips will, for thefe jeafohs, be 
induced to give, your affent to the bill. 

The laft point I fliall obferve on is the oppofition of the 
Rector, which f I look upon to be the moft extraordinary 
that ever entered into the mind of man to conceive. His in- 
come is to be confiderably improved, I think nearly 190I. 
per am. but he does not chuie it. Will any noble Lord in 
this Houfe bring himfelf to believe, that becaufe this gen- 
tleman has thought fit to oppofe the inclofurq, that therefore 
the interefts of a confiderable body of men fhould be facri- 
ficed to his caprice? I would wifti to pafs it over in filence, 
but I cannot avoid remarking that this act of the Rector's 
rather feems to originate from a fyftecnatic^ fpirit of vefting 
the clergy in general with a power of controlling the landed 
property of the whole kingdom, and of employing that 
power to purpofes equally injurious to that property, and di- 
rected to their own particular benefit. J fpeak it with great 
deference, but I. repeat it again, that. I. {hall, to the utmoft 
of my power,* combat fuch an attempt, however abetted or 
fupported within thefe walls, or elfewhere; and I truft, that 
the very refpecltable part of that body, when properly ap- 
prized of fuch an intention, will forbear on the prefent, as 
on aH future occafions, to give fuch a fyftem either counte- 
nance or fupport. 

On the whole, the prefent queftion not being, whether in- 
clofing in general be .founded in good policy, which I think 
it is, but whether the bill before us ftands un impeached . 
upon any ground of argument, particular fadts, fpecific rights, 
or want of precedent, I make no doubt but it will meet 
With your Lordfhips hearty concurrence. 

Lord Wiymtuth. -Without enterinjg into the detail which Lord Wey- 
the noble Earl has laboured to explain with To much inge- mouth. 
nuity and ability, I would juft meet him on the ground on 
which he feems defirous to entirely reft the merits of the pre- 
fent queft ion. That is, the.ftate of the property between 
the confeaters and diffenters. If I can prove to the Houfe, 

that 
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(hatful Lbrdfhip's reprefentation is errdfleoif*, atThis con- 
clufiohs, correlative arguments, and fads, muft at once come 
to ffothmg. * I *ould wife your Lordftiips to recplleft the 
condu£t of the coutifel at the bar. Mr. Wheeler, (whcJ 
Was agaiftft the bill) after enumerating the ftate of the coit- 
fcnts and diflents, aflted the counfel on the other fide, if he 
meant to controvert ttiat ftate ; and only one objeftion being 
made, relative to Clarridge's authorizing his fon to fign fof 
him, Mr. Wheeler brought two witrtefles, who proved he 
did not give any fuch authority at the time; and that both 
at the time, and fipce, he declared his wifli, that the field* 
/might remain oJ)en. Now, fuppofing that Clarridge*s yard* 
land were to be deemed as included in the cenfents, yet the 
proportion of property would remain thus, for I took it 
^town at the time. The proprietors of 13 yard-lands for the 
bill, and 17 againft it. Sure then, no noble Lord in fhi§ 
Hotrfe will -contend in a matter pf mere private confideration, 
totally uncohAe&ed with the public intereft, that it waa ever 
known that this Houfe ever iitterfered when the properties 
were fo nearly equal. The noble Earl may anfwer, that 
this is not the true irate of the property pofleHed by the con- 
tending parties ; but I am well convinced that it is ; and 
that, were any other proof wanting, the admrffion of the 
counfel on -the other fide, would be Aifficient evidence for the 
Houfe to proceed on ; accordingto this plain rule, that what- 
ever is not contradided is well prefumed to be admitted* 
The noble earl has taken great pains to obviate feveral other 
obje&ions made to the bill $ but I muft beg leave to obferve* 
he has failed in every one inftance. He fays, the claim of 
the Lord of the manor is only to be confidered in propor- 
tion to the beneficial intereft he pofleffes. 1 own the truth of 
the pofition, as a general one, though I do not implicitly 
affent to h to the full extent he lays it down ; but m the pre- 
^ fent inftance the very argument makes againft him, and it is* 

becaufe the Lord of the manor has a beneficial intereft liri the 

}>remifes, that I would give his oppofition the weight and con- 
ideration it is deferveoly entitled to. It is becaufe he cart 
neither diftrain for his heriots, or recover his fines ; and that 
he has not an equitable compenfation for his property in the) 
wafte, that I profefs myfelf againft the bill. If indeed, he was 
fuch a Lord*of the manor as the noble Earl fo humorotffly 
defcribes hhnfelf to be, I fliould look upon his oppofition to 
proceed from his defire of enjoying the pleafure of the field $ 
but I can never be induced to treat the oppofition on the pre- 
lent occafion originating from property lightly, on a bare 
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uppofitiop tfeai the Lord of a manor, who had no property? 
inight think proper to a& in a fimilar manner. The di vett- 
ing the power from the ordinary* and lodging it in the pi-* . 
troh, though I prefumc no bad ule of it will be made on the . 
prefent occafion, will, in my opinion, be a very bad prece- 
dent to eftablifh ; becaufe it will open a door for collufive 
arguments between the patron and the parifliioners in fdme 
inftances, and in others, where matters may be. managed 
more dextroufly, between the patron, parifhioners* and in- 
cumbent, whereby the church may be (tripped of her patri-> 
mcmy, as the ordinary will be precluded from any interfe- 
rence whatever. But betides the general mtfchiefs that 
may arife, how does the cafe ftand as affeftirig the prefent 
refitor ? The Commiffioners are authorised to borrow, with the 
confent of the patrons* the fellows of St. John's College* Ox- 
ford, 1500K to be laid out at their pleafure ; and the reftor 
is compelled, in the firft inftance, to pay the intereft of the 
whole Aim, ,and reduce the capital at the rate of (-30th 
every year $ fo that, to convenience certain land-holders in 
this parilh* and to increafe the intereft of the patrons, the ' 

rector is to be Saddled with a payment of 125I. per atmum i 
out of a freehold for life, which no man on earth, without 
manifeft injuftice, can abridge or take away * Great ftreft 
has Hkewife been laid on the great inconvenience from the 
Oxford canal, which runs through the field, the true ftate of 
which is this : the field contains upwards of two thoufand 
acres, and the whole of what the navigation has cut off is 
but 260; wfyen it is, therefore, considered, that the <fut is 
no more than half a mile in length, and that within that 
fhort dtftance there are four bridges, I hope no argument 
of neceffity will weigh with your, Lordfhips, where there 
does not exift the leait foundation for any,. The laft circum- 
ftance I fhall mention is, the allotting nine acres for a new 
road. Now, it is well knoWn, that the great Chefter road 
goes through the field, but that for the convenience of a 
neighbouring pariih, there is a claufe in die bill, that an- 
other road, thirty yards in breadth, is to be made 3 I there- 
fore move a claufe, by way of rider to the bill, that the 
faid road be confined to the breadth of twenty yards. 

The Archbi&op of Canterbury (hid, he (hould not enter in- Awhbifkop 
to the coniideratiotvef the feveral arguments made ufe of on of c***"*** 
either fide of the Houfe, relative to the controul of the dio- rjr * 
ccfan, or the particular rights of the re&or, but confine 
Mmfdf barely to the ftate of property for and againft the 
bill } and that, in his opinion, being not fufeciejit for fup- 
\ou IL . - R porting 
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porting the jSrefent bill, he fhould be againft its paffing in- 
to a law* He added, he knew notbingof the fentiments of the 
right reverend prelate [Bifliop of Peterborough] in whofe 
diocefe the lands in queftion were fttuated, byt what he had 
learned from the noble Earl [Earl of Sandwich.] 
lariof Fau- The Earl of Fauanberg fpoke warmly againft: the bill, 
tcHherg. anc | a f tcr minutely ftating the property on both fides, the 
number of acres, the produce in corn, and the value of it 
at market, obferved on the whole, that the value of the 
lands meant to be inclofed were 1200I. per annum y 650I. of 
which only was poffeffed by the friends of the bill, aqd the 
remainder by its opponents, which was a majority chat he 
defied the friends of the bill to produce fuch another inftance 
in the proceedings of that Houfe, to authorize theprefent to 
be patted into a law. 
Lord Vif- The Lord Vifcount Dudley alluded to the ftory of the old 
count Dud- man, his fon, and hisafs; and fa id, it was impofhole to pleafe 
*** every one in matters of this kind. He had frequently expe- 

\ rienced the fame himfelf, particularly relative to the fate of 

the Worcefterflure canal, lately postponed in the other Houfe ; 
where, after every material objection had been removed, new 
ones were ftarted, and daily multiplied, which, he could not 
help obferving, was the cafe in the prefen; billy where, among 
many other reafons of fimilar nature offered againft it, the 
exonerating thofe pofleffed of. lefs than half a yard-land from 
the expence of inclofing was much infifted on, . though pro- 
. bably if they were not, ftill greater complaints would have 
been raifed againft the injustice and oppreffion of obliging 
them to contribute rateably towards the expence with the 
more opulent land-owners. 

The queftidn being put upon Lord Weymouth's intended 
claufe, the Houfe divided ; for it 30 ; againft it 37. 
The bill was committed, read a third time, and palled. 

May iz. . . . 

As the following debate turned rooftly on a circumftance, 

not immediately connected with the merits, of the bill, for 

the better underftanding of whatpaffed on the occafion, it 

will be neceffary to point out that circumftance by way of 

explanation. — —The day on which the bill was prefented, 

on a motion for reading it a firft time,. the Earl of Radnor 

moved the rejection of it y and a fhort converfation enfued. 

The friends of the bill, fearful of lofing: it in v this, ftage, 

judicioufly moved the previous queftioa, by which means 

> the noble Lord was left in a minority cgnfifting §A himfelf. 

Offended that the Biihops divided againft him, contrary, as fee 

underftood, 
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underftood, to their previous declarations, his Lord/hip en- 
ter* d the proteft,f fee page 1 1 2 Jin which he contrafted part of the 
contents of their addrefs to his Majefty in convocation, 
with their conduct in reference-to- the bill* Lord Ly'ttelton 
having moved to have the bill read a fecohd time, a debate 
enfued. 

The Bifhop of London declared', he was entirely againft Bifcop of 
the bill going to a committee; that, however, he mould £**&*• 
not have rifen, were it not to exculpate himfelf from a charge 
made -a gain ft him and the reft of his brethren by a noble Earl 
prefent; that it was- not a thing that fell merely in the 
heat of debate,, ir was no loofe equivocal expreffion which 
might admit of" a double interpretation ; the matter he adver- 
ted to was on record, for it was on their Lordihips journals. 
Hefaid, it was no lefs fallacious in point of fad), than in- 
jurious to a body of men, who were certainly intitled to 
jnftice iti common with the reft of their fellow fubje&s. . 
He then proceeded to inform the Houfe, that although he 
difapproved of the bill, and was of courfe from the begin- , 
ing refolved to vote againft it, he did not think the firft rea- 
ding the proper ftage to oppofe it, as it would, in his opi- 
nion, be more candid and agreeable to parliamentary ufage, 
to combat the bill on the fecond reading. He therefore, 
from the known candour of the noble Earl who had entered 
the proteft, as well as his love* of juftice, expected that bis 
Lordfhip would withdraw it, or at leaft expunge fuch parts 
as may be fup[tofed to convey to pofterity a moft heavy accu- 
fation on a body of men who were entirely innocent. As 
to the queftion itfelf, whether or not permiffion ought to be 
given to erec) a playhoufe at Manchefter, he had not a (ingle 
doubt of the impropriety of granting fuch a permiffion, in a 
great trading manufacturing town ; but, he feared at the 
fame time, that throwing out the bill would not prevent the - 
evil, as what was refufed by Parliament would ftill be fup- 
ported by,confcience. He faid there were many plays of a 
moral inftru&ive tendency, that where thofe reprefentations 
were properly conducted, thf»y operated to the improvement 
pf manners; and if cuftom had not determined otherwife, 
for his own part, he could with pleafure go to the theatre 
to fee the English Rofcius j and on the whole, if a thea.tre 
was to be permitted, or eftabliflied by a£t of Parliament (*or 
he was afraid the evil would exift in one form, or the other) 
he hoped the magiftrates in all thofe towns, where fuch exhi- 
bitions were permitted, would take Angular care to prohibit 
the reprefemation of one particular play (the Beggar's Ope- 

R* ra) 
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Va) which, in his opinion, tended more to corrupt the mo- 
rals of the lower orders of the people, than all the other plays 
extant in the Englifh language bejtde * and fljould the ma- 
' nagersor directors perfift, he tufted that the magistrates 
would vigoroufly execute the vagrant laws againft fiich- daring 
offenders, as perfons nojt entitled to a parifh fettlement. 
Earl 9? The Earl Jof Radnor. f?o perfon in this fioufe would 
$?**&. be farther than I would frpm : paffing a centre upon a*y bo- 
dy of men* particularly the right reverend bench, fpr whom 
I entertain fo high and finguUr a refpefi. A Short hiftory 
of. the traAfa&ion will however be my bcft apology for my 
cetndu£ relative to what has already happened ; and for fttll 
perfifting in my former opinion, and refufing now to retra& 
ft. While this bill was paifing through the other Houfe, I 
applied to the moft reverend prelate who fits at the bead of 
the Bi&ops bench, to the right reverend prelate who Jkw 
fpoke, and to the other right reverend prelate in whofe dio*- 
cefe MancheAer is Situated. I informed them 9$ my intent 
tion to oppofe the bill ; and deficed to know their fentiments. 
They anfwercd, they thought with me on the &bje& ; and 
were refolved to give it every oppofition in their f*owcr. 
Having notice of the day the bill was to come up from the 
Commons, I defired the fir ft reading might be deferred, and 
the Lords fummoned. This being -complied with, how great . 
was ray aftohifhment, when I moved the reje&ipn on the 
firft reading, to find the previous queftion put, and myfelf 
in a minority alone ; every one member of the right reve- 
rend bench that was prefent having divided againu me. I 
ck> therefore appeal to your Lordflups, if I b^d no* reafoa 
to' be offended j and if anyone noble Lord in. thla Houfe 
would not think himfelf til treated, if upon any queftion 
agitated within thefe walls, his friends, after afluring him 
of ' their fupjport, (hould encourage him to divide, the. Houfe, 
and aftentartJs vote dir^Hy contrary to the previous afliiran- 
ces given on their part ? 
Etri tf . Tto& Earl of CarUjk (poke mych in favour of the bill \ 
G* r %\ (aid, that Methodifm was daily gaining ground, particularly 
in the mami£a£turing towns ; and that piayhoufps, well re«r 
guhted, would be the means of dispelling thofe gloomy 
thoughts, and that melancholy ftate of mind To favourable 
to &p -pwpagatfon of the dangerous defines embraced by 
t^ofc fe&aries. That he would not fay plays were therefore 
at this time left witty, but they certainly were lefs immoral and 
indecent than the production? of former periods, and confe- 
auentiy that a reftti^iye hand was left neceflaiy ttao it w?c 
fg* feefore t 
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Lord Ljftelton. The right reverend prelate who op?oa4 ****?"''* 
the debate, though he profefies his intention of giving i^ ae? $nm 
gative to the bill, has at the fame time pleaded moft pOweiv 
fully in its favour. He fays, were pur fteatrip exhibitions 
properly regulated, they might ferve and .promote the caufecjf 
virtue, inftead of hurting it. He deprecates the pernicious, 
baneful effects of one play in particular, The Beggar's Opera £ 
and feems to allow, that the reprefentation of that play aJonp 
is to be dreaded. Iampleafed to find, that the right reverend 
prelate has given me fo fair an opportunity of fatiafyingbip pp. 
that hea4; and informing him, that the intended manager h^a 
given &ie the fulleft and moft unreferved affurances, that t lie play 
of the Beggar's Opera {hall never be exhibited on his theatre, , 
The right reverend preiateJikewife tells your Lordihips, tjhaf 
if cuftom and the current prevailing qpimons of mankind ha4 
jiot forbidden it, that he could with plcafure be prefent to fcp 
the Englifh ftofchis appear in fome of his capital cha^^er*. 
I applaud the wHh, and I am forry to o^fcrve, that nothing 
but prejudice and ignorance could lay the foundation of 9 
diftin&ion, which is to preclude any let of men from enjoy- 
ing the fruits of fo pleafing, inftru&ive* apd foJid a? £nm- 
tainment. The right reverend prelate endeavours to ipake a 
diftin&ion, and draw a line between thofe places where en- 
tertainments of this kind ought or ought not to be permitted $ 
by which he would exclude all trading and manufa&urifif 
towns. But here I muft beg leave to djffent from him, 3«# 
to draw a direft contrary conclufion ; for in my opinion, 
there is no place under proper regulation, in which they 
(hould be more encouraged, as people, who labour iftteitfety, 
require a proportionable recreation'; and tfte fixpfnpe fpfftt 
at a theatre is much better laid out than at an akboufe. It 
gives me much pain, but my duty as a number of this Howfc 
will not permit me to pafs over in iilepce a ipatter pf jiq foi^U 
confequepce mentioned in this day's debate; I mean the 
proteft figned a few. days fince by the noble Earl i»e?C »ff 
which) give pie leave to fey, when properly *pd ferioufly^g^. 
fidered, has a much more direct tendency to corrupt tip 
morals qf the lower orders of the people, tham all the thea- 
trical exhibitions ever repre fen ted in this country. TbP right 
reverend bench, who are the great protectors of the tatere&l 
of religion, the known promoters of virtue and morality j a 
their fcyeral diocefes, who in their own p^rfpnt enforce Uf 
example; what they teach by precept ; yrho are the o*ly fyt 
of me* in the chriftiaji world of f fee fcrpe description ttat 
fallow th* riguj toftum vf ptimitiy^ rtriftiwty^ and fl*w 
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themfelves the true difciples of their Saviour Jcfus, (the 
* bifhops of Spain, France, Italy, and the reft of Europe 
"having long fince mixed in the common herd of mankind, 
and thrown off all diftin&ions of living and acling, which 
originally connected themfelves with the exercife of their 
* facred functions.) This very refpeflaWe body of men, I fay, 
^re not only held out to the prefent generation, hut their 
names handed down to pofterity, as the encouragers of vice, 
immorality,' and profanenefs 5 and ftill the more to aggravate 
the charge, their own words, on a former occafion, are quoted 
and contrafted with their recent conduct, in order to convict 
"them of hypocrify, and furcharge the picture. This is the fub- 
ftartceof the noble Earl's proteft. Now, what will be the pro- 
vable conferences, as operating on the people? Firft, to in- 
creafe that leveling fpirit, and contempt of the high orders of 
the ftate, which I am forry to fee is already too prevalent, 
and which is known to be fo deftruftive of all fubordination, 
order arid good government ; and fecondly, to perfuade man- 
-kino*, that religion and morality are no more than empty 
founds taken up and echoed for perfdnal, interefted purpofes, 
when it is proved that the very proteclors and guardians of 
both have deferted their charge, as unworthy of their care or 
attention. This, my Lords, will be- the certain effect of the 
noble Earl's proteft in its prefent form; and it is on this 
'ground I now prefume to contend, that it is highly incumbent 
ion his Lordfhip to withdraw it, or modify it in fuch a man- 
ner as to prevent the manifeft evils it muft otherwife be pro- 
ductive of, I know the noble LorcPs candour ; I am fatisfied 
of his love of truth and juftice. His religious tenets are too 
well known; indeed, his ecclefiaftica!, I mould fay his epif- 
copal character, forfamftity of life and purity of doctrine, 
are already fo notorious, that his Lordfhip wants no eflentlal 
quality, but a mitre and a pair of lawn fleeves to make him 
*a £e*fe& bifhop. I therefore intreat that his Lordfhip from 
thoffe united motives, will undeceive the public, and difabufe 
-pofterity, by erafihg the exceptionablcparts of the proteft, or 
confent to withdraw it entirely. The explanation of the 
right reverend prelate, the fentiments of the whole bench, 
-(hew beyond queftion, that juftice rigidly demands what is 
now aflced ; for, fure, the noble Lord could not wKh to have 
it go abroad into the world, that the right reverend bench 
voted for the bill, When the fadt. was confefledly otherwife ; 
and that the caufe of virtue, morality, and religion, fhould 
"Aiffer, by means of any fuch mifreprefentation. On the 
^whole, my Lords, I appeal- to Jthe candour and juftfee of the 

noble 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 1775. "DEBATES/ - 127 

noble Lord: I triift tQ his care of the morals of tbepeopfc, 
and his love of truth, that he will devife fome method to fejt 
this matter upon a right footing; and I.prefs him, more ear- 
neftlv to the execution of this requeft, becaufe, qtherwife, . v t 
I muft be under the difagreable neceflity of^moving.to ex- 
punge from your Lordfhips journals what truth will not per- 
mit to remain there; what is in its nature fo very injurious 
to the perfonal charaftexpf fo refpe&able a part of this Houfe ; 
and finally, what may be fo deftruftive to the morals of thfc 
people and to the civil and religious interefts of this country. 

The Earl of Radnor. Whatever might, have been the in- Earl of 
tentibn of the right reverend prelate,* and the reft of his bre-**fow« 
thren prefent, I could not pretend to determine. I found , 
myfelf compelled to aft in a manner fuited to ihv feelings* 
and to the fpur of the occafion, A bill was offered to be 
read a fir ft time, for eftabliftiing a theatre in the town of 
Mancheftcr ; from the very minute therefore that the divifion 
took place, and that I faw the members of the right reverend 
bench fupport the bringing in of the bill, 1 was clearly 
juftified in making the difti&ipn. on which myproteft Was 
grounded. , The right reverend prelate juftifies himfelf 'on 
the ufages* of Parliament, and the general mode of proceed- 
ing ufually adopted by this Houfe ; which is, to let a bill go 
to a fir ft reading, perhaps out of compliment to whatever 
noble Lord may happen to bring it in. But I deny any fuch 
ufage, as a rule never to be departed from: I remember 
myfelf many inftances to the contrary, particularly one, in, 
which the right reverend bench itfelf topk a. very leading and 
a&ive part, relative to the diflenters. I recoiled a recent in- 
ftance, in the courfe of the prefent fefiion, full in point, 
when a bill was rejected oa the very day it was received ; 
•and I look upon it to be much more parliamentary, candid, 
and regular, to reje& a bill, the principle of whith is totally 
disapproved of, in the firft ftage, than, by permitting it to go 
to a fecond reading, entertain, and give a fan&ion to the,.« v 
principle, and fqbject the perfon.s applying for it to the ex* 
/pcnces and fees of the Houfe. . How much foever the right 
reverend prelate may talk of candour and parliamentary ufage, 
I am juftified in contending, that fuch an indulgence is 
cruelty in the extreme, and that I fball always think it my 
du$y to put a negative on a bill, in a ftage in which it is at- 
tended with - little or no expence, rather than vote firft for 
its introduction (though, fully determined to oppose it) and 
when it comes to be read a fecond time, vote for its rejection ; 
W&eb tQ me appears fomewhat.like, entertaining a bijl pr.fuit 
.-: * ' in 
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ih tft* courts below, upon no juft grofcnd, but with a vie# id 
difmifi it with double ccfts, as frivolous and vexatious. 
Duke «f Duke of Mancbtfter. The noble Lord near me [Lord 
Mmcbftr. Lyttelton] feems to cftabliih a propofition, which I muft 
cohfcfs I art far from approving. He urges the neceffity of 
the noble Lord, who fpoke laft, permitting fuch alterations 
in his proteft as may remove the cenfure it is fuppofed to 
contain on a certain right reverend body ; and in cafe of re-; 
fufal, fays, he {hall be obliged to move, that the objectionable 
words, or paffage alluded to, (hall be erafed. I am far from 
approving of the whole of the proteft : I wifh fincerely it 
had not been entered, becaufe it proceeded from miftake and 
mifapprehehfion, no matter on which fide ; but I can never 
CQhfent to have one of the moft important and ufeful privi- 
leges of the peerage invaded, to anfwer anv particular purpofe, 
however urgent. It is the inherent, indubitable right of 
every noble Lord in this Houfe, to proteft either fingly or in 
a body ; and I take it, that this privilege admits of no fpe- 
cHfc controul. This privilege, it is true, may be abufed, or 
wrongly exercifed ; but what will be the probable confe- ' 

Juence, (hould your Lordihips attempt to cftablifh a prece- 
ent that would take this right of proteft ing away ? That a 
majority at all times may not only, as ufual, carry every 
point they wifh, but befiaes, prevent the minority from pro* 
tefting ; for reafons would not be wanting to point out the . 
neceffity of fuch a mode of proceeding. 1 cannot therefore 
conceive, that it would be poffible to devife any mode, or 
form of proteftrng, which might not with a little ingenuity 
be made to point at, and be interpreted to be injurious to 
fome one body of men or other. On the other hand, the 
great rerpe& I bear to the noble Earl, who drew up the 
proteft, and the high efteem and reverence I entertain for the 
right reverend body, t who are immediately afteded by that per- 
formance, induce me to wifh, that the noble Earl hicnfelf 
would offer fome amendment, or explanative addition, fuited 
to the adual circumftances of the cafe. But whether bia 
Lordihip will, or will not, I can never give my confent to 
have any part of the facred records of Parliament expunged 
from your Lordfliips journals. As to the -bill itfdf, I own 
mvfelt a very warm advocate i(i its favour, I think the mo* 
fives for condemning theatric reprefentations, which formerly 
fubfifted, at prefent no longer exift. The licentkw&ieis of 
the laft century is wholly banifhed from our theatres \ and 
how much foever our modern playwrights may fail fhdrt <rf 
thtir predeceSbrs in point of wit, humour, and true cfcara&er, 

they 
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they at leaft excel them in morality. I will not even pretend, 
that this turn or tafte of the town originated either with au- 
thors or managers ; but this I will affirm, and do appeal to * 
your Lordfhips for the truth of what I fay, that the moft 
moral and fentimental pieces are thofc beft rccived ; nay 
more, that any glaring violation of the rules of propriety and. 
decorum would meet with the moft marked difpleafure of 
the public. Befides, were there any grounds to fear that a 
certain favourite piece, juftly reprobated by the right reverend 
prelate, as pernicious and deftru&ive to the laft degree, of. 
the morals of the lower orders of the people, might be exhi- 
bited on the Manchefter theatre, we have the moft full and 
fpecific aflu ranees to the contrary. On the whole, therefore,- 
I do give my moft hearty concurrence for the bill being fent 
to a committee. 

The Earl Gower endeavoured to (hew, that the proteft was Earl C7*wr. 
drawn up on mifconception and miftake ; and therefore, as 
the true fentiments of the right reverend bench were at 
prefent fully known, he earneftly recommended to the noble 
Earl, who drew it up, to make fuch alterations as would, 
correfpond with thofe fentiments. His Lordfhip obferved, 
that the proteft had already got into the news-papers, that, 
in its prefent form, it conveyed the moft unfavourable idea of 
the whole bench of Bifliops ; and that, confequently, the. 
reparation which juftice required, ought to be as public as 
the injury they had fuftained, which he knew no way of 
effecting but by altering the proteft, and explaining the true 
grounds of the miftake, or mifreprefentation. 

The Archbifliop of Canterbury. The right reverend prelate Arehbifhop 
on my right hand, has fo fully explained what I had to ofCamurbmm 
offer concerning the proteft, that I have nothing further to* 7 * 
urge on that fubjefi. This I may fafely add, however, that 
the noble Earl who thought fit to pafs fo heavy a cenfure on 
this bench, nor any other Lord in this Houfe, could poffibhr 
be more zealous againft the prefent bill than myfelf. I al- 
fured his Lordfhip, at the time, of my fentiments ; and I lit- 
tle imagined, that when I was complying with what I deemed 
the uniform mode of proceeding eftabliftied by the Houfe, I 
was at the fame time laying a foundation for a charge of a 
moft heavy and unprecedented nature, in which I and. the 
reft of my brethren were to be undefervedly involved. That 
noble Lord's own ideas of juftice will, I doubt not, better 
fuggeft what may be proper to undeceive the public than any 
thing I could poffibly offer. A noble Lord over the way, 
[Lord Lyttelton] has endeavoured to defend the bill on gene- 

Vol. II. S ral 
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* raj principles ; "but give me leave to fay, that, in ray opi- 

nion, he has totally failed, as to the particular application of 
bis arguments, in fupport of eftabli filing play-houfes in great 
manufacturing towns. I muft obferve, that bis reafons are 
both fallacious and erroneous ; for whatever may be urged 
for their being eftablifhed here in London, I am perfectly 
convinced thfct they tend to create idlenefs, and all the train 
of evils idlenefs is known to be produ&ive of, among thofe 
Who are defined to live by labour and induftry. I remem- 
ber, when I rcfided in the laft diocefe I had the care of, I 
wenttoagrcat trading town. [Birmingham] to attend an ordi- 
nation ; and having a curioiity to infpeft the manufactures 
carrying on by a Mr. Taylor, upon examining the works, 
I enquired h,ow many men he employed ; he anfwered 500. 
And where are they ? is this a holiday ? No, fays he, bur 
we have a play-houfe here ; the men were at the play laft 
night, and it is impoffible to get thpm to their bufinefs for 
two or three days after they have been there. The noble 
,Lord has afferted another thing equally deftitute of founda- 
tion or probability. He fuppofes that the labouring mechanic 
will fpend the fix-pence or (hilling he was wont to throw 
3wiy at the public~houfe, in the more rational entertain- 
ment of a play. Is his Lord (hip ferious, or would he at- 
tempt to perfuade us, that the man who ufed to wafte his 
time at the ale-houfe will return fupperlefs to bed, or not 
rather incur a double expence, firft at the play-houfe, and af- 
terwards at a public-houfe? On the whole, we do not 
x fpeak from mere fpeculation ; experience has already proved 
the evil at Norwich and other trading towns. I difa^p prove 
of the principle ; I am convinced that in trading and ma- 
juifa&qring towns its effe&s are immediate and pernicious $ 
J am therefore ftr^nuouflyagainft committing the bill. , 
tord Vif- The Lord Vifcount Dudley* I live very near the great 
wunt pud- manufa&uring town the moft reverend prelate fpeaks of, and 
*9' in the courfe of my obfervation and acquaintance with feve- 

ral of the moft eminent traders, could never learn that the 
Ieaft inconvenience was felt by ere&ing a play-houfe in that 
town. I knew Mr. Taylor, the perfon h\$ Grace fpeaks of; 
and can hardly think he could have ever araafled the very im- 
menf? riches he did, unlefs his men, as well in times of theatric 
exhibitions as at other feafons, were more amenable to their 
matter's orders, ajnd attended more conftantly to their work, 
As to the proteft which has been fo much the fubje& of this 
day's defrafe, I ?qpfe& Ijfo notie? myfejf, hpyy the exnreffioir 
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of convocation, and the conduit of the Bifhops can be at all 
contrafted, as they are attempted in the proteft: in their 
addreft, they fhew their abhorrence of every thing that 
tends to encourage immorality : and here they voted for a 
bill allowing the exhibition of moral plays. I do not think 
the observation at all to the purpofe. I wifh the noble Earl 
would confent to withdraw, or fuffer fuch alterations at 
would prevent the injuftice with which it is fraught, and 
the very dangerous imprejfions it may make without doors* 
Otherwife I muft feel myfelf under the fame difagreeable 
predicament of the noble Lord [Lord Lyttelton] who took 
an early part in this debate ; that of having fuch parts as now 
come fairly within the defcription of mifreprefention or mif- 
take* totally fuppreffed. 

The Bifnop of Bangor, I would venture to recommend a Biftop of 
mode, which in my apprehenfion would meet with the ideas Ban F" 
of all fides of the Houfe. The noble Earl who framed the 

froteft, it is certain, miftook the intentions of this bench* 
n my opinion, the beft way, without doing any violence to 
the rights of the peerage on one hand, or fufFering mifrepre* 
fentatioii to get out into the world on the other, would be re- 
citing the circumftances which have fince been explained^ 
added to the proteft in its prefent form ; by which means the 
whole matter will be taken together, and appear in its native 
genuine form, without prejudice to any party or perfon what* 
ever. The noble Lord has admitted in debate,, that we 
declared ourfelves againft the bill ; wojuld it not be juftice 
to us, to infert the fame in the record, together with what 
we coofider as an infinuation of the contrary? 

The Lord Lytttlton. The noble Earl who dsew up the hotttjttd* 
proteft has confiraied himfelf what has fallen from the right "** 
reverend bench. His Lordfhip has told you, that the moft 
reverend prelate who fpoke feme time fince, and two right 
reverend prelates, aflured him they were againft the bill. I 
I do therefore think his Lordfhip bound, upon every motive 
of truth and juftice, to alter his proteft, by inferring that 
fa£L as well as fuch others as have fince come oat, that the 
public may be enabled to form a true judgment of the whol# 

The £arl of Radnor. I admit with the noble Lord Aear me, Earl of 
[Lord Dudley) that the intended conteft between die pro- **»* r ' 
feifions and eonduft of the Bifhops, muft appear ill fup- 
" ported, to one who confiders this bill ?s an encouragement 
to immorality 5 but I appeal to the Bifhops themfelves, to 
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the arguments they have this day ufed bgainft it, that they 
Confidcr it as I do ; and confequently that their conduA up- 
on the firft reading was inconfiftent with their promife to me, 
their profeflions in their addrefs, and their arguments and 
opinions you have heard this day: after all I do allure your 
Lordfhips that I find myfelfextremely embarrafled in what man- 
ner to aft. I think ftill, that I was ftri&ly juftified in what I 
have done; yet the Houfe feem to be of another opinion, to 
whbfe judgment, as far as it is confident with my own perfonal 
rights, and thofe of the peerage in general, I would very chear- 
fully fubmit. Thus circumftanced, therefore, I have difficulties 
to encounter on either hand ; the only mode of keeping 
clear of them, which prefents itfelfat prefent to me, is to 
come to the queftion direftly, and if the right reverend 
bench (hould find itfelf in a minority, they will have an op- 
portunity of protefting againft the bill, and wiping ofF the 
imputation feveral of its members feem fo fenfibly to feel ; 
if not, and that the bill (hould happen to be thrown put, in that 
event I pledge myfelf to have the matter cleared up to the 
, fatisfaftion of the Houfe. 

The bill was committed by a majority of 33 to 25. 

May 15. 
The Earl of Radnor entered the following proteft. 
Dijfentient^ 
• Becaufe the feveral reafons already entered againft paf- 
fing bills of this nature have in this debate received ad* 
ditional weight and force, from the argument of the pre- 
lates, and their unanimous vote ; for though by refufing, 
without reafon given, to divide for the previous queftion, 
moved upon the queftion of reje&idn, after the firft rea- 
ding (which gave time for procuring a petition in favour 
of the bill) they appeared to me to countenance the btft; 
* vet as their Lordfhips have this day folemnly avowed in ar- 
gument, that they had no fuch intention, and think they 
unjuftly fuffer by the imputation of it, it would be injurious 
to the reverend bench, as well as to the argument, not to fay 
I am ftrengthened in my obje&ions to the bill, by their 
Lordfhips declarations, of their having been uniformly as. 
well as unanimoufly againft it* 

RADNOR. 

The bill paffed without any further oppofition. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



A.I775* DEBATES." 133 

May 17. 

Lord Camden prefented the following petition, L©rd Cam- 

To the Higbt Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in **• 

Parliament ajfembled. 
The petition of his Majefty's loyal and dutiful fubjefts 

fettled in the province of Quebeck, 
Humbly (heweth, 

That fince the commencement of civil government in 
this province, your Lordfliips' humble petitioners, under (he 
protection of Englifli laws granted us by his facred Majefty's ' 
•royal proclamation, bearfng date the feventh day of Oftober, 
which was in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-three, have been encouraged to^ adventure 
their properties in trade, eftates and agriculture, to a very 
confiderabJe amount, thereby rendering the province a valua- 
ble acquifition to Great-Britain : That, to their inexpreflible 
grief, they find, by an aft of Parliament intitled, " An aft 
for making more effeftual provifion for the government of the 
province of Quebeck in North- America," they are deprived 
of the habeas corpus aft and trial by juries, are fubjefted to 
arbitrary fines and imprifonment, and liable to be tried, both 
in civil cafes and matters of a criminal nature, not by known 
and permanent laws, but by ordinances and edifts which 
the governor and council are empowered to. make void at 
their will and pleafure, which muft render our perfons k and 
properties infecure, and has already deeply wounded the cre- 
dit of the country, and confined our views in trade to very 
narrow limits. 

In this cruel ftate of apprehension and uncertainty, w6 
humbly implore your Lordfnips' favourable interpofition, a* 
the hereditary guardians of the rights of the people, that the 
faid aft may be repealed or amended, and that your humble 
petitioners may enjoy their conftitutional rights, privileges, 
and franchifes heretofore granted to- all his Majefty's dutiful 
fubjefts. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray* 

Quebeck, 12th Nov. 1774* ' 

Before the Clerk read the petition, Earl Gower faid, he-EarlCw*. 
fhould be glad to be be informed through what channel the 
petition came into the noble Lord's [Lord Camden] hands, 
as he underftood that fuch a petition had been in town for 
fome months; but not coming in a manner in which his 
Majefty's minifters could take the defired notice of it, he did. 
not fee how tHe Houfe could entertain it, without it came^ 

accompanied*' 
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accompanied with the neceffary forms. He heard, he faid, 
that a gentleman, no war connected with the province, had 
iiich a petition in his pofleffion ; but how the Hoafe could 
be fatisned, that the petition now prefented was the petition 
of the perfons to whom it was attributed, was not in his 
power to determine. 
I*r* Cm- The Lord Camden replied, it mattered very little how the 
** petition came into his hands j this, however, he would ven T 

ture to affure the Houfe, that it was genuine ; and if their 
Lordfhips conceived any fufpicion <hat it was unfairly or 
fiirreptictoirfly obtained, the agent of the colony [Mr. Ma- 
feres] would give them the fulleft fatisfadion on that head. 

The. Clerk having read the petition, Lord Camden 
acquainted the Houfe that the petition having been pre- 
vioufly offered to every Peer in adminiftration, bad at tail 
been delivered to himfelf to prefent to that Houfe,a tlfk 
which he had undertaken, not having thofe reafons that 
„ might have influenced the Lords in office to decline it 5 
lecdufe he had uniformly, from principle and. convidlion, 
eppofed the ad which they had planned, and by their per- 
fuafive, powers carried through the Houfe. 

His Lordfhip then obfcrved, that after the futfeft exami- 
nation of the ad in queftion, he found it fo thoroughly im- 
politic, pernicious, and incompatible with the religion* and 
toftftirution of our country, that no amendment, nor any 
thiffg Ihort of a total repeal of it, would be fufficient. He 
remarked on the proviikms of the ad as being wholly incon- 
fiftent with thereafons recited in it; and be concluded that 
they were not the true reafons on which it was founded, 
that there muft be other fecret motives and defigns which 
had produced the meafurf, and which could be beft difcovered 
fry attending to the purpofes the aft was calculated to anfwer* 
Which, from the provisions made therein, appeared to be no 
*tfter than to prevent the farther progrefs of freedom' and the 
Proteftaht religion in America., and to fecure a popiih Cana- 
dian arnrty toiubdue and opprefs the proteftant Britifc colo- 
nies of America. His Lordfhip arranged his obje&ioa&to 
thk aft- under the three following heads. 

lft, The extenfion of the limits of Quebeck. 

adlyV The eftabliflintent of popery there < and 

3ly, The civil defpotifm in Which the inhabitants of that 

Itrtmenfely extended province are to be perpetually bound, by 

being deprived of afl fhare i^r the legiftative power, and fub- 

je&ed in* life, freedom and property, to the arbitrary bfdirian- 
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ccs of a governor and council apppjjted bjn, and dependent 
on, the crown. 

Under the firft of thefe heads hi* Lordfliip proved, thlMT 
there could be no good reafon for fo extending tUc Jimits «# 
Quebeck, as to make them comprehend a vaft extent of couq^ 
try, two thousand miles in length from North tq South, aad 
bounded on the Weft only by the South fea. That this 
enlargement could only be intended to extend the fliackles of 
arbitrary power and of popery oyer all the future Settlements 
and colonies of America. That by drawing the Unties of 
that province clofe along the interior fettleroents of all tjbo 
old Engliih colonies, fo as to prevent their further ppogrefr, 
an eternal barrier was intended to be placed, like the Chi- 

Sfe wall, againft the further extenfion of civil liberty and 
e Proteftant religion. His Lord&ip then animadverted 
particularly on the inftru&ions lately tran(h»itted tp General 
Carieton, whereby the regulation of all tb* Indian trade of 
North America is put into the hands of the governor and 
council of Quebeclc, and the other colonies are obliged, ia 
their intercourse with the Indians, to fubmjt to the laws, 
not of the Britifh Parliament, but of a defpotic unconfti- 
tutional legislature in Canada ; a meafure calculated to pro* 
duce endlefs contentions and animofities* 

Under the fecond head His Lord&ip proved, that the Po~ 
piih religion, though not in exprefs terms, is in effe& really 
and fulJy eftablifhed in the province of Quebeclc. By con^ 
firming not only the laity in a free exercifeof their religion, but 
the Romiih clergy, in the enjoyment of all their former ty tbes 
and ecclefiaftical dues, rights, &c. and the btfhop, (the 
Pope's reprefentative) in the exercifeof all bis fpi ritual po* 
wers and functions, and in the difpofal of one hundred and 
eighty ecclefiaftical benefices; and alfo by difpenung with. 
the oath of fupremacy, whereby every officer of government 
in that province, botn civil and military, even the governor 
himfelf, may be of the Romifh religion. And here his Lord* 
ftiip particularly referred to the act of the ift of Queen Eli** 
zabeth, which forever excludes the Pope from all jurifdic-. 
tions within the kingdom of England, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging, or which may, at any future time be 
acquired ; and prefcribes an oath of fupremacy to be taken 
through this kingdom and all its dominions. This aft his. 
Lordfnip reprefented as the great flip port and barrier of the 
Proteftant religion ; and, as being in its nature as facred and, 
f^uidame^ul 3* the aft (rf fctrtement, or even as Magna Char*. 
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ta ttfelf ;— 4nd yet, faid his Lordfcip, this has been unne- 
ceflarily and wantonly violated by the.Quebeck aft, whereby 
the oath which it prescribes is wholly difpenfed with in that 
province. His Lordfliip obferved, that the capitulation with 
Sir Jeffery Amherft, jiromifed the people of Canada only a 
toleration in the exercife of their religion, and that by the 
definite treaty of peace, they were only to be allowed to 
** profefs the worfhip of their religion, according to tha 
rights of the Romifh church, as far as the laws of Great 
Britain permit j" that the utmoft which the inhabitants of 
Canada had expe&ed, in confequence of this, was a religious 
toleration, fuch as is allowed to Proteftant diffenters in Eng- 
land, whofe clergy not only receive no tythes, but are ex- 
pofed to a train of penalties from which they have in vain 
folicited relief.— And that the' Popifli clergy of Quebeck 
were fo far from expecting any grant of tythes, that they had 
not even afked for them in the courfe of more than ten years, 
which had fince elapfed.-— That they were unexpected — un- 
reafonable bounties, " quod nemo Divum promlttere auderet" 
His Lordfhip farther obferved, that by thus cloathing the Po- 
piih clergy with wealth and power, and the rites of the Ro- 
mifh religion, with that alluring fplendor, magnificence and 
pomp, which are its chief fupports, an impolitic infuperable 
bar was placed againft the converfion of the people of Cana- 
da, from their prefent attachment to the Popifli religion, and 
their defire of returning again to the dominion of France. 
Under the third and laft head, his Lordfhip toojc a liberal 
, and an extenfive review of the hiftory and conftitution of 
England, as well as of the royal perogative, in refpedr. to 
new dominions and conquered conntries ; he animadverted 
to the doctrine faid to have been delivered by Lord Mansfield 
in thecaufe refpecYmg the duty of 4* per cent, levied by the 
crown in Grenada, and he clearly proved, that in all accef- 
fions of territory to the crown, the King i$ conftitutionally 
entrufted, and required to extend to his^M^ fubjefts, the 
laws of England/ and the benefit of a conraE^on fimilar to 
that of our own country — that he can give no lefs than thofe 
rights and privileges which by the common law, as well as by 
the a£k of fettlement, are declared to be " the birthright of 
everv Britifti fubjecV'— that accordingly this had been inva- 
riably done in every acquifition of territory and dominion, 
particularly in the cafe of Ireland, of the counties Palatine 
(Chefter and Durham) of Wales, of Berwick upon Tweed, 
of Calais, of Jamaica, of New- York, of St. Chriflopher's, 
of Grenada, &c.«— that the fame was alfo promifed to be done 
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in the provihc* of Quebeck ; and that by the proclamation 
of 1763, the faith of the crown was folemhly plighted to the 
fettlers in that and the other new colonies, that their re* 
fpe&ive governors * c fhall fummon and call general aiTemblies 
within the faid governments refpc&ively, in fuch manner ini 
form as is ufed arid directed in thofe colonies and province? 
in America, which are under our immediate go verflmeni ;" 
and, continues the proclamation, " we have aWb given power 
to the faid governors, with the confent of our faid councils, 
and the representatives of the people, (6 to Be fummoif ed as 
aforefaM, to make, conftitute, and ordain laws, ftaftitcs, to4 
ordinances, for the public peace, welfare* arid good govern* 
ment of our faid colonies, and the people and inhabitants 
thereof, as near as may be agrceaWe to the laws of England, 
&c ; and in the mean time, and until fuch aifen^lic* CfltyL 
be called as afarefaid, all performs inhabiting in, or re farting 
to our faid colonies, may confide in our foyal protections, 
for the enjoy men t of the bene£t of the laws of quc fealni of 
England," for which purpofe courts, of ju ft ice were to be 
crcded, &c. all which, Lord Camden obferved, had been 
done and fulfilled in every other province, excepting that q( 
Quebeck, to which, many fettlers had been allured by this 
proclamation, who, by a moft disgraceful violation of the 
royal faith, Were fince, with the ?eft of that province, fuhU 
jefied to the civil laws of France, and to the defpotifin of a 
governor and a dependent council, inftead of being allowed 
an aflembly, and Jaws . made by the reprefentatives. of the 
people, as they were folemaly pronjifad. His Lordfliip aljjo 
reprefcfrted, that the tyrannical govern n*eiH thus eftablifliedt 
is confidered as the noft oppregive a& of injuftice by ajf 
the proteftant, and even by ail $he popMh inhabitants <>f • 
Quebeck, except the Roiai(h clergy a#d French wbliffi, who 
are willing to fubmk to a defpwo, gpyerjiraeat, for the fa^c 
of tyranieing over the peafentry of Canada, He like wife ob- 
ferved, that 1I11 JMtoj impofed by the *& in qudjion i* fjf 
repugnant tothiM^eefoof commerce, and abhorrent to the 
feelings of nati^B<jti|Rnibje(as, that if it be not faon r<$- 
pealed, both the forfe*r and latter vviU abandon that pro- 
vince. . . 

His Lordfliip having by thefe* arid, mitiy cfche* fa&s and 
arguments, proved the impolicy, injjuftice^ tyranny, and ini- 
quity of the s&k in queftion, declared, that it deferved to be 
reprobated by the unanimous voice, of FariUrtteut* and tfc*t 
it would neceflarily receive the cenfure of their £,6rdftup*, 
if there remained the fmalleft regard for liberty and the coa- 

Vol,. II. T ftitutio* 
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itootion in one part of the Houfe, (meaning the Lords Tem- 
poral) or for the Proteftant religion in the other, (meaning 
th^Bifhops.) 

His Lordfhip concluded with offering the following 
till, 
J toll to repeal an a& made in the Uft fefum of the lajl Par* 

liament* intituled* An aftjor making more effectual pro- 

vifion for the government of the province of Quebeck* {n 

Worth America. 

Whereas art ad was paled in the laft feffion of the laft 
Parliament, intituled, An ad for making more effectual pro- 
tffion for die government of the province of Quebeck, in 
North America; 

And whereas die find aft, contrary to the example of all 
former times, and to the faith of his Majefty's proclamation 
iflued in the year 1763, bat eftafeltfhed an arbitrary govern- 
ment in the laid province ; 

And whereas the kid a£t, by permitting both the cler- 
gy and laity there to hold offices and benefices, without tak- 
ing the oath of fupremacy, and by granting to the Popifh 
clergy in the faid province, the enjoyment of their accufto- 
med dues and rights, has intirely flopped the growth and 
propagation of the Proteftant religion, and in the room 
thereof has eftabliflied the religion of the church of Rome in 
the faid province for ever ; 

And whereas the faid a&, by enlarging the boundaries of 
the faid province, and making the legiflature thereof co-ex - 
tenfive with the fame, may put the Indian trade, among 
other things, under the fole management of that legiflature, 
as in truth appears to be already done, by the inftru&ions 
lately given to Governor Carleton, by which that trade, 
which had before been freely carried on by all his Majefty's 
fubjefis in North America without reftridton, is now to be 
confined to fuch regulations as the faid legiflature may think 
fit to impofe upon it, and thereby the ffaite of his Majefty's 
other cdlonies unwarrantably abridttd aJMhvaded j and by 
a like extenfion of the faid legiflatijfejhcraid other colonies 
may come to be excluded from havfrfgVty intcrcoturfc; or cor- 
refpondence whatfoever with the Indian nations of that vaft 
continent, without the leave or permiffion of the faid legifla- 
ture, which would naturally give rife to unnatural divifionsf 
"and endlefs controversies between his Majefty's fubjeds o, 
the old colonies, and the inhabitants of the new province 
of Quebeck ; 

Maj 
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May it therefore pleafe your moft excellent ^lajefty, 

That it may be enaded, and be it ena&ed by the King's 
moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and con* 
fcnt of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and the Qooimens -v. 
in this present Parliament ailembled, and by the authority of 
the fame, that from and after the firft day of May, 1776, 
the above'mentioned a£i, and theieveral matters and things 
therein contained, {hall be, and is, and are, hereby repealed 
and made void to all intents and purpofes whatfoever. 

This $>ill being read, Lord Camden acquainted the Houfe, 
that he had delayed the propofed repeal until the firft of May 
next, to the end that time might be obtained in the interval 
to provide a petter plan of government for the province of 
Quebeclc 

The Earl of Dartmouth faid, he lhould decline entering; Earl of 
into 4 detailed view of the vaft mafs of matter which had <D * r ***** > 
been travelled over by the noble Lord who fpoke before hiou * 
He made the fame objection to the mode of obtaining th£ 
petition, and the manner of preferring it, 96 Earl Gower 
had done. He faid, that the petition had been offered to be. 
delivered to him four months ago, fo early as the 23d or 24th. 
of January; but, befides, that his fentiments were clearly 
in favour of th£a&, he could not with propriety receive any 
paper, importing to be a petition, from the inhabitants of that 
province, unlefs it came through the channel of the governor 
and council. But, fays his Lordfhip, fuppofing that the pe- 
tition had been fairly obtained, what does it literally or fub- 
ftantially inspect? Does it defire a repeal ? Does it even 
hint at any ftich thing ? How then can the noble and learn- 
ed Lord come upon the ground of this petition to Pariia- 
xnent to jlefire a repeal, when the very utmoft the petitioners 
themfelves Jook for is, that they may have the benefit of the 
habeas corpus law, and the trial by jury ? The former of 
which it is evident they are entitled to, by the laws of Eng- 
land, and the latter they nowenjoy in all crimtnal matters. 
His Lordfhip tljeu'Tead the addrefe prefented to Governor 
Carleton from the French inhabitants on his arrival, and 
their addrefs to the King, wherein they exprefs their thanks 
and gratitude to his Majefcty, for refUring them to their an- 
cient rights and privileges. Theft, he infifted, wer$ the 
moft indubitable proofs, that the French Canadians were 
made happy by the change, and that by no one rule of good 
policy, jumce, or a regard to public faith, could it be expe&r 
pi that nearly one hundred thoufand $g aceablc loyal fubje&s 
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Ihould be rendered unhappy and rniferable, purely to gratify 
tfie unreasonable rcqueft of two or three thoufand perfons, 
whowifhed for what was impracticable, and looked upon 
itieDnfetves deprived of what they were actually in pofleffion 
of. On thofe grounds his Lordfhip moved for the rejection 
ofthfcbHI. 
pake of The EMce of Richmond fo\A y the prefent motion of repeal 
Richmond, was not fupported folely on the contents of the petition now 
prefented, but on the idea that every noble Lord in that 
Houfe had a right to propofe an amendment, and move for 
a repeal of any law which they deemed impolitic or oppref- 
jtve. His Grace obferved, that great induftry had been ufe4 
en a former occafion, and he made no doubt would be much 
reforted to, and great ftrefs would be laid on the fame mode 
0f reafoning this day, that fuppofe the powers vefted by the 
$ft might, on account of giving the Canadians fome civil 
cbnftitutibn, fuited to the immediate neceffity of the cafe, 
Jbmewhat exceed thofe modes of legislation and government 
iifualfy exercifed whtrc no fuch neceffity exifted ; yet th* 
acknowledged difpofttion of thofe, to Whom this power was 
idfckgated, removed the moft diftant iealoufy or fufpicion, 
i that this truft would be abufed. This maxim, fays his 
Grace, applied dire&ty, is certainly true in faft, though 
potorioufly fallacious in every other refpeel by way of argu- 
ment ; for where would it lead us, but directly to the efta- 
blHhment of arbitrary power ? 1 am confident, there is not 
a Lord in this Houfe, who has made politics his ftudy, or has 
taken time toconfider the different conftitutions of govern- 
ment, that have been framed and eftablifhed, but will agree, 
with me, that the true end of all civil regiriien, is thehap- 
toinefs and profperity of the governed ; and that, confetjuent- 
iy, the beft government is chat which is beft exercifed. But 
1 truft there is not a noble Lord in this Houfe, who will 
openly contend, that, becaufe the pcrfon to whom the ex- 
ecution of the laws is entrufted probably will employ the 
truft thus committed to his charge .gjfe fiflVNty, and a iacred 
yisgard Yor the ixlterefts of his p^BCjltBt therefore they 
JOiOuld, from their unbounded conflPpj in him, foolifhly 
and blindly make a furrender of the? r rights and liberties ; 
ihtaktag ht» virtues and abilities tranfmtffible and hereditary 
with bis politfcaj office. To guard againft this »mft*ke, our 
Wnftitutipn wasfirft framed, and every one law ena&ed to 
mure to v$ the Meffings we at prefent enjoy, is direfted not 
ft bind good princes, or dhttft wile 1 ones, but to prevent 



Digitized by 



Google 



£. i7fs* 6 E JAY El/ 14* 

weak or bad men from abufing that truft, beceflary, fraft| 
the nature of civil government, to. be lodged fomewhere. I 
will even come more immediately to the point before your 
LorcMh'tps, to the perfonal character of the governor, who is 
charged with the execution of thofe monftrous arbitrary 
powers which are the fubjeft of tfyis day's debate. I do not, 
for my part, believe there is a more worthy or defending 
man breathing. I know him wejl ; t have, J may fay, lived 
with him for feveral years, and I am convinced of his high 
integrity and eminent (kill In his profeflion ; but will it fol- 
low, that becaufe I know General Carleton to be a man t<* 
whom I might fafely truft every thing I hold dear and f a- 
cred, that therefore I muft wi(h to truft the Governor of 
Quebeek, be he whom he may, with powers which, from 
their nature, if exercifed at all, muft be productive or eppref-? 
fion and injuftice ; and if badly exercifed by any future Go- 
vernor who may happen to fucceed him, may be turned into 
an engine of oppreffion and tyranny equal to thofe claimed . 
by the moft abfolute defpot on earth ? His Grace, befides 
his general argument, applied particularly to the BiChops to 
rife and explain themfelves on the article of religion* and 
whether they were of opinion that it was proper that Popery 
ftould be indulged with a legiflative eftablifhment in any part * 

pf the Britifti empire ? 

The Lord Lyttetton threw out an rnfinuation, that thofe Lori Lyttd- 
who pppofed the Quebeck aft, or defirecr the repeal of it,*** 
were factious perfons ; and concluded, with calling upon 
admmiftration, to know what the Spaniards were about, af- 
firming that the great armament fitting out in the Spanfth 
ports could not be intended againft the Moors. 

The Duke of Manchefler^ in a very manly, fpirited fpeech, Dokc ^ 
replied to the faftious charges thrown out by the laft noble Maecbtft*. 
Lord on oppofition in general. He faid, he often happened 
to differ from adminiftrafion ; but he had never till that day 
heard fuch differenc e o£ opinion difeclly imputed as a crime* 
or branded with %JMH| nt an€ * iH-founded epithet. 

The Earl of M K I do not think myfelf obliged to Earl" of 
anlwerthe queftidMRw put to me by the noble Lord ; nor RwbforJ. 
were the matter of it preffed on me by the united voice of 
the whole Hotrfe^ do I conceive, 1 would be juftified in di- 
vulging in the informal manner defined, the fecrets of ftate - 
committed to my knowledge. Yet, a$ far as it may be con- 
fiftent with the nature of my office, I will inform his Lord- 
jEhip and the Houfe of what I know concerning the arma- 
ment 
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ment he fpcaks of. By the bcft accounts I. have been able 
to collect, and no induftry has been wanting, the arma- 
ment confifts of no more than twelve or thirteen men of war 
of the line at mod j what the inferior veffels of force* or the 
fcumber of frigates may be,. I cannot precifely fay. I un- 
derftand, the land forces, fo far from being prepared to get 
aboard the tranfports, at a fliort warning, tho' they may 
amount to about 30,000 men, are compoied partly of caval- 
ry and guards, which can never be meant for a naval expe- 
dition* Whatever fufpicions fuch appearances may create, 
I am to inform your Lord (hips, that our miniftcr at the 
court of Madrid has been inftruSed to prefs for explana- 
tions, and has received the ftrongeft aflu ranees, that nothing 
, was intended againft Great Britain or her allies. I cannot 
fay that4 have any great reliance on affijrances in general ; 
but yet ridiculous as it may appear to us, that the Spaniards 
fhould incur (0 immenfe an expence, in preparations for 
chaftifing the Moors ; when their policy and religion are con- 
fidered, and that the Moorifh war is taken up on confeien- 
tious notions of religion, our wonder will in a great meahire 
ceafe. Befides,* there are many other motives which might 
probably induce Spain to arm at this time, without having 
any hoftile intentions againft this country. Sicily is difturb- 
ed by civil commotion, and threatened with latent difcon- 
tent6, which his Catholic Majefty feds for, almoft as much 
as if they were in his own kingdom. A kind of war actu- 
ally fubfifts between Spain and Portugal in the Brazils. 
There is a revolt in Mexico, and the total filenceof thecon- 
fulsand the merchants, whofe bufinefs and intereft it is to 
watch and give information, join to ftrengihen me in the 
fame opinion ; and to give a credit to thofe aflkrances, which 
I fhould otherwife be rather inclined to deny them. I have 
only one word rnore to add, which is, that the Portuguefc 
envoy at this court feetns perfectly undifturbed, and free 
from apprehenfions of any inyafion of his country j and 
'tba$ if he fhould be miftaken, and {jML^hofc armaments are 
actually intended againft Portugal, ,|2BbH, *° r mv P art > 
think Great Britain as much intereftec£|J the event, as if 
part of her own dominions were a&ually attacked. 
B«i #f The Earl of BriJltL I have not the leaft doubt, my 

frifi!. Lords, but the Spaniards have a very powerful naval armament, 
in great forwardnefs for thefea ; and though I cannot think, 
from the tonnage and conftru#ion of the tranfports, they 
are calculated to convey troops beyond the ocean. Yet I 
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muftconfefs, Britain, however confcious flbe may be of her 
naval fuperiority, has juft reafon. to be ferioufly aJ armed. ' 
T he noble Earl in office, [Earl of RochfordJ f peaks of in- 
furre&ions in Mexico, of a kind of war at pre fen t fubfifting 
between the fubje&s of his Catholic Majefty and the Portu- 
>guefe in the Brazils > and how deeply his Catholic Majefty 
concerns himfelf in the latent difcontents which threaten to 
difturb the kfngdom of Sicily. I need not repeat again, thaf r 
.in my opinion, this armament can never be intended to, croft 
the " ocean ; neither do I think, if the tranfport fervice 
were calculated for that purpofe, would it be at. all neceflary 
to colled fuch a ftrong military force, fo near the water- fide ; 
and I beg leave to differ from his Lordfhip, when he Aippo- 
fes they are fcattered through the different provinces in can- 
tonments ; for if I be not mi fin formed, though they are not 
perhaps jyjft ready to embark, they are neverthelefs Rationed 
in fuch a manner as to be drawn together at a very Abort warn- 
ing, In fuch a ftate of uncertainty, if intended at all for 
a&ual fervice, it may be afked, whither are they deftined ? 
For my part, if I were to hazard a conjecture, I fhould be 
inclined to imagine for. the coaft of Africa, for Lifbon, or 
Gibraltar ; and the more fp, againft either of the two lat- 
,ter, jfor the very reafon the noble Ear] in office has affigned* 
that the land forces confifted in a good meafure of cavalry, 
and the Spanifli and Walloon guards, who never ferve out 
of the kingdom, but who might, very coniiftently with their 
.ufUal deiignation, either co-operate -with a fleet in attacking 
Lifbon or Gibraltar. Every noble Lord in this Houfe, by 
confulting the fituation of the rendezvous,, and its vicinity ta 
Gibraltar, may readily conclude with what facility the fleet 
and tranfports might turn down into Gibraltar bay. It is 
true, that Gibraltar is almoft invulnerable on the land fide, 
and that very ftrong defences and additional works have 
been within the three or four laft years ere&ed towards the 
fea., Yet, how much foever I may be inclined to depend , 
on the bravery of tMMroops, and the ability of the officers 
in fuperior comrilbi* 4 would feel very fenfibly for the fate 
.of that fortrefs, If .attacked, and if not quickly relieved by 
naval fuccours from England. I am certain, before thole 
additional Works were raifed, it could not hold out againft a 
fleet of feventeen (hips of the line a fingle day ; and eveirnow 
, it. is poflible it would be obliged to fubmit in a week, though 
k might hold out much longer. A great deal will .however 
depend, ibould fucb a difagreeable f vent take place, on the 
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preftat ftatc of our navy. If wc have a force equal, or f«-» 
perior to theirs, ready at a fhort notice, it is probable, the 
gallantry and fpirit of the troops might be able to baffle every 
attempt of the aflailants, till fuecours Should arrive. The 
noble Earl, at the head of the admiralty, who has, much to 
his honour, done more than any man who has prefided at 
that board for upwards of a century, can inform. the Houfev 
whether or not a fuflBcient nav.al force could be made ready, 
fo as to anfwer the neceffitf of fo critical an emergency. 
Before I fit down, I {hall juft trouble your Lord&ips with 
one other obfervation. The noble Earl in office ftrengthene 
his own conjectures, and receives the affurances of the Spa>- 
nifh court with an additional degree of confidence, as neither 
the confuls nor merchants, whofc immediate bufinefe and 
intereftit is to colled: the eariieft intelligence*, have expeef- 
fed the leaft uneafinefa concerning this armament. But j[ 
will venture, from my own experience, to aflfure nis Lord- 
fh\p> that although this ciYcumftance may ferveto corroborate 
others tending to the fame conclusion, detach it fiom the 
refl, and it deferves very little weight* I remember wnat 
happened in the year I7s6> when I was ftationed in thie 
Mediterranean, and that the armaments and military prepa- 
rations were going on at Toulon, there was not a merchant, 
a conful, a naval or military officer could believe its dbftinav 
tion, till Richelieu and the French troops were landed on 
the ifland of Minorca, though reports of fuch their inten- 
tions had been current at London and the Hague fome weeks 
before their debarkation at Fort St. Philip's. 
Lord Lyttet- The Lord Lytttltw, in reply. I think I am* rather con- 
ft *- x firmed in my opinion, relative to the juft appreheniions the 

armament now going on in the Spanish ports fbould excite in 
the breaft of every man who feels for the honour and intereft 
of his country; nor am I lefs fatisfied ,of the propriety of 
pveffing the difcuffion of this important fubjed, however 
informal or unprecedented it may appear to (brae of. your 
Lordmips. I did not prefs the noble Karl in office to. betray 
the fecrets of it, nor divulge matters of -fete; Iwifhed on- 
ly to give bis Majefty's minifters, if th<ir thought proper, 
an opportunity of averting part of the cenfure which might 
he undefecvedly thrown on them, in cafe an ufiexpe&ed blow 
Should hafrpen to be ftruck, and prevent the fraud and impo- 
sition the people might be liable to from a few among them, 
perhaps, who might have better or earlier intelligence than 
the reft. I have, it is true, no great opinion of Spaniflx po- 
i^ticj, yet I muft abide by my former affertion, that I am 

convinced, 
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convinced, however confcientious his Catholic Majefty may 
be and defirous of propagating the chriftian faith, and ex- 
tirpating the enemies of the crofs, his Majefty, much lefs 
his minifters, would never put the nation to the .enormous , 

expence of the prefent armament, merely to make profdyteg 
in the wilds and defarts of Africa. The Spanish cabinet is 
compofed, like thofe of other princes, of men of different 
abilities and diipofitidtis ; and bufinefs is tranfa£led in it, as 
it is in all others, where there is no prime minifter, by a 
plurality of voices. I can never therefore, be perfuaded to . 
think, that a majority of men, trained up to public bufinefs, 
could ever be* led to adopt fo wild, incoherent, and prepofte- 
rous a meafure. The noble Earl in office feems to place too 
great a reliance on the pofitive aflurances given by^the Spa- 
nifh court; and I will tell vour Lordfhips why I think fo 
(not that I would give lefs of greater credit to aflurances 
from that couft than any other). It is becaufe I am well in- 
formed ; I know it to be the current language of the feve- 
ral branches of the houfe of Bourbon, that they do not look 
upon themfelves bound to give us any previous information 
of their hoftile intentions, either by declaration of war or 
other wife, on account of our capture of the Trench fhips 
before the commencement of the late war. On the whole, 
the noble Earl who fpoke laft has put the matter upon the t x 

cleared and mod incontrovertible footing, not upon the faith 
of Spanifh aflurance, or their ideas of political juftice or in- 
juftice, but on what are our powers of immediate refiftance, 
fhould fuch an attempt be made. I do therefore call upon 
the noble Earl at the head of the admiralty, to inform the 
Houfe what force we have immediately ready to put to fea, 
fhould the firft accounts from that quarter bring *us intelli- 
gence, that Gibraltar was attacked by a Spanifil fleet. 

The Earl of Sandwich. 1 he noble Lord who fpoke laft, Earl °f 
has called upon me particularly to come to certain explana- w • 
tions, which I do not by any means think myfelf obliged 
to give, nor his Lordflitp authorifed to afk. However, as 
the main part of his enquiry .depends upon fa&s notorious, 
and already fufficiently public, I can with propriety tell his 
Lordfhip, that we have feventeen fail of the line fit for im- 
mediate fervice ; that the number of men wanting to com- 
pleat the fhips'tb their full compliment would not be more 
than about 4500 ; that by iffuing prefs- warrants they might 
be readily procured in a week ; and that the whole arma- 
ment would be ready to proceed to fea within ten days at 
furtheft. This is the plain ftate of the cafe, and is what I 
have frequently declared in this Houfe, and to feveral of 
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your Lordfhips out of it. What the total amount of the 
Spanifii force may be, or whether we have a fleet on a fudden 
emergency fit to cope with them, is more than I will now 
venture to determine ; but this I am convinced of, that in 
a very little time we fhall have eighty men' of war of the 
line, with all theneceflary ftores for their equipment, ready 
as occafion may require, to be drawn out intoa&ual fervice ; 
Which is a force fuperior to any the' united efforts of our 
enemies can poffibly bring againft us. 
I.ri of The Earl of BriflsL The noble Earl has told us, and 
*'$& j m2 fcc na doubt very truly, that we have feveriteen fail of 
the line ready to proceed to fea at a few days notice. But 
Ifbould be glad to know from his Lord (hip, in the event of 
Gibraltar being attacked with fuch a fleet as has been this 
day mentioned, whether his Lordfhip is of opinion it would 
be prudent to fend the whole force he fpeaks of to the im- 
mediate relief of that fortrefs. 
larT of The Earl of Sandwich. I can hardly think myfeK enabled, 
Sandwich, from my official iituation, toanfwer'the noble Earl's quef- 
tion. That is a matter of ftate, not, in my opinion, at 
all connefled with the immediate bufinefs of department. 
If I was ordered to comply with fuch a requifition, I muft 
certainly obey it, whatever might bcf my own private opi- 
nion, my fentiments in this Houte, of the arguments I 
might ufe eifewhere, when it came under deliberation^ as 
a matter of ftate. For inftance, if I received diredfioni to 
order out half the number, or the whole, or keep the fleet 
k at home to defend our own coafts, the queftioh would not 
turn on what I, in my official capacity, wi filed to ia ; but 
what the majority of his Majefty V fervants had really deci- 
ded* As to the force and the facility of fending it to fea, I 
need only appeal to the noble Earl himfelf, to whom, in 
a great meafure, the nation is obliged for that arrangement. 
When his Lordfhip fat as a member at the board at which I 
. have honour to prefide, I flood much indebted to him for 
bis affiftance in effe&uating the plan, by which we are 
enabled, at all times,' to have a fleet ready to put to fea on 
a -few days notice, by converting the guardfbips, which for- 
merly were almoft totally ufelefe, into veffels fit for imme- 
diate fervice $ and though ft ill I have his private affiftance, 
I muft confefs I have great reafon to regret his afcfence 
from that board. 
ArehWfliop *^e Archbifhop of Canterbury, in anfwer to what had 
ofCmuHrbu- fallen from the two noble Dukes, and the noble Lord who 
O; presented the bill, obferved, (hat fo fax from the Proteftant 
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religion being totally negle&cd at Qtiebcck, fpur clergymen 
of the church o/, England were dually eftabltfhedin thai: 
province, with a ftipend of 200). per mnnum each 4 that more 
would be appointed, as foon as the neceffity of the cafe, or aa 
encreafe pi population, ibould require it ; and denied that 
the Pcjpilh religion was eftablilbed in Canada,, ox that it was 
poffible for* Parliament. to. fcave aSed otherwise, coptiftent 
with the faith of the capitulation, or the terms of the de- 
finite, treaty* .t 

The t,ord Wftmlf f^arl of .Shelburae]* It; k with *«* «f 
great . diffidence and relii&ajra that I prefume to trouble ^Wfcw* 
yourLordJhips on a fubjeel wpich has been fo ably^and fuU 
fjr difcpfled by Jo many noble Lords, much better, informed 
an,d capable tQ decide on it. I cannot, however, be fo en- 
tirely wanting^ri my .duty, as a member of this auguft af» 
fembly, io paft^over in .total filence fome things which ' 
foave fallen in tne courfe of this Jay's debate* A noble Lord*, 
who fpofce early, [Lord Lyttelton] has (aid, that there arc 
forne prefenf wno regret the abfence of a certain noble Lord 
from his place [Earl of Chatham*] If that be a crime, J 
am willing to Hare part of the imputation, fox I qwn my- 
fclf one $t that number, though I. by no means agree with 
rii$,Lordfhip' in the motives he has affigned for that abfence, 
nor in the /uppofed fentimeqts attributed by him to the no* 
Me Earl refpeaing the Quebeqk zQ;. I am, on the contra- 
ry, convinced, that he would have been prefent in his place 
on thlsc-ccafip,n, were it not for an accident; .and, fo far 
from approving of the bill in every other part but relative to 
tffc fedentary fishery, that from "every thing I could learn 
then, arid" in every. private. conversation I have had the ho- 
nour, to have {pee had. with him, I have found his fenti- 
ment§ toJ>e for condemning the bill** ftfc I believe the 
noble: tojo^ h& but a confufed recollection of the true date 
of tnat master, ptherwife be muft have remembered, that 
his, ^ojdthip's fv'ppofed % reconcilement to the bill was no 
part of ivhat 'he, now alludes, to,, but that the vei[y mini- > 
fters' t|erpfelyes disapproved of diyefting the Commodore on 
tN Newfoundland ftation of the corttroul over the fifhery oa 
th^ coalt of t^bra<Iore*. The other parts of the bill having 
been already ft fully difcufled,. I {hall iuft cf ave your Lord- 
ffi>P s patient attention to a' few words on the dangerous 
confluences and certain pernicious effecls which muft flow 
from annexing this fllliery to the province of Qu^beck,. and . 
taking it oyt of |he fupexintendeoce and coqtrqul ; of the- 
commander of his Majefty's (hips of war on the Newfound- 
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land ftatfon. By the bills lately pafled, it f^cms to be the 
pcofefled policy of thofe in power to wifh and endeavour to 
referve the whole of the New-foundland fifliery for the be- 
nefit of the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland. J 
will fay nothing of the immediate fpir it which has. given rife 
to this policy ; but this I will venture to affirm, that not 3 
fingle reafon was adduced ejther from the evidence at your 
Lordfhips bar, or in the Houfe, that did not directly apply 
to evince the fupreme folly of annexing the Labradore fifh- 
ery to the province of Quebeck. it was both, proved and 
preffed in argument, that the fpiritof the a&of the 12th of 
William the Third fhoijld be ftri£Uy adhered to, that of pre- 
venting fettlers and making as many failors as pofftble 5 in 
fint, flrongly condemning the permiffion of a fedentary fifh- 
ery. * What was the evidence of a moft able and experien- 
ced naval officer [Sir Hugh Pallifer] on that occafion ? 
That the fettlers had done every thing in'their power to de- 
^feat the periodical fiftiery from Europe 5 tha't they deftroyed 
. their nets*, feduced the men to run away and get over to the 
continent ; and that they fupplied the whermeri with French 
fpirituous liquors and other French commodities, Now, my 
Lords, I would fubmit, if there be any ong Lor^ in this 
Houfe who will take upon him to affirm, that every one of 
tnofe evils will not encreafe an hundred fold; or that we 
fhall be able to prevent them on the coaft of Labradore, 
where, if aggrieved, the party muft go all the way to Que- 
beck to feek redrefs againft Frenchmen and French frriug- 
gling, when even numberlefs evils were, by the nature of 
the fervice, obliged to be left uncorrected, under almoft 
the very eye of the commodore. Tjie peltry, or (kin trade, 
nay Lords, is a matter which I prefume to affirm is of the 
utmoft magnitude, and of the laft importance to the trade 
and commerce of the colonies and this country. The ar- 
rangement and regulation of this fcufinefs has, give me leave 
to fay, coft his Majefty's rnjnifters more time and trouble 
than any one matter I know of. The noble Eyl behind me 
• [Earl of HilUboroueh] it is true, differed from me among 
others of his Majefty's fervanfs, on the regulating the trade 
with the Indians ; but it was never fo much as dreamt of, 
that the whole fkin trade, frqm Hudfon's Bay to the forks of 
the Miffiffipi, fhould beat onc^ taken from the feyeral Ame- 
rican colonies, and transferred to the French Canadians 5 
or, which is fubftantially the fame thing, that by a royal 
inftru&ion the fole direction of it fliould be veiled in the 
governor of Quebeck. For, X will b$ bold to contend, 
1 " ' ' , whatever 
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whatever colourable coi^ftrudion may be put on it, it- will 
operate asa compleat exclufion, and total monopoly, fo far 
as the Proteftant Britifh colonies can poffibly be intereftedC 
I think, however foreign the fubjcft relative to the Spanifh 
armaments may be to the fubjefl: of this debate, or irregu- 
lar it may have feemed to introduce it in fuch a manner, 
I muft confefs myfejf very ready to difpenfe with mere forms, 
when matters of fuch Angular importance fo preffingly call 
for our notice And moft ferious deliberation. I remember a 
few years fince, that we frere lulled into a fecurity which 
muft inevitably have proved fatal, but for the ftrange revolution 
which took place in the Trench cabinet, the difmiffion of 
that bold enterprising rninifter Choifeul, who had planned 
the deftruftion of this country, in revenge for the difgracet 
France had fuffered, and tjie repeated injuries, he imagined* 
fee had received in thecourfeof a long, glorious, and fuc- 
cefsful war carried on by Great Britain. I will not pretend 
to dive into the fecrets of cabinets farther than I am well 
warranted, or prefumeto point out the perfuafive argument^ 
employed to bring over the woman to whofe influence this . 
unexpected turn of affairs is attributed; but this I will 
yenture to aflert, becaufe I have J:he proofs in my power, 
that Gibraltar, Minorca, Jamaica, and the greater part of 
our ppfTeffions in the Eaft and Welt Indies, would have 
been among fome of the firft facrifices that would have fa!-;' 
len ; had it not, I may fay,' been for the miraculous inter- 
pofition pf Providence in our favour. We were, then, not, 
a whit lefs confident than we are now ; though we had not a 
fingleline of battle (hip fitfora&ual fervice. I truft how- 
ever fafbionable it may be to hold the fame language at pre-* 
fent, we fhould not again truft to the chapter of accidents,, 
but that we will make an enquiry: into the true ftatc of our 
navy, as wejl as the conduct of the perfons to whofe care 
it has been entrufted ; and whenever that day ihall come, . 
I pledge myfelf to your Lordfhjps, that I will take an ac- 
tive arid decided part in bringing to condemnation fuch as 
have l?een wanting ii\ their duty. Two things have come 
out in the debate, which I cannot bring myfelf to fubferibe 
to $ one is, that the Spaniards are not to be depended on ; 
and that the language of the houfe of Bourbon is judicable, 
becaufe we took their fhips before a declaration of war> 
On the former I ihall only obferve, that I prefurhe the Spa- 
niards, in their public tranfa&ions, have as much honour , 
as any other nation \ and that though i was but a child 
at the time, by the beft and moft impartial account I have 
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read on that affair, I never could difcover but Great Bri- 
tain was fully juftified in her conduct on that occafion. I 
Jhall trouble your Lordihips with but one obfervation more, 
j-elative to the determined pacific fyftem of the court of Ver- 
lailles, ib confidently fet forth and relied on by the firft noble 
£arl in office who fpoke in this debate; and I truft your 
Lordfliips will think it fully in* point, fhould the courc of 
Spain by their conduct, create the occafion. In the year 
174^ in the fecbnd or third year, of the Spanifh warj dii r 
ring the mjniftry of the Cardinal fcFJeiiryJ a man of the moft 

facjfic difpo Jit ions that ever directed the councils of France, 
^ord Waldegrave being then pur emhafTacfor at Paris'^ fre r 
fluently preiTed his eminency relative to an armament then 
fitting out at breft % to fenow its' : defoliation, or whether 
particularly i% was meant fo join and co-operate with the Spa- 
pifliffeet. The Cardinal always aflured bim, in the fulleft 
and, moft explicit terms, tfi at France was refolved to take np 
ba'rt whatever in the quarrel fub fitting betwen the two crowns, 
Hia Lordfhip, however, went out one day, and heard it 
iuljJicly aflerwd in the „ ftreeis, that the fleet had* failed 
from £rcft, and w£re deftined po reinforce the Spanifh Beet. 
Chen cruizing in the Mediterranean ; on which he immediately 
repaired to the Cardiha). to upbrai4 him with bis breach of 
gr'omife f if the fact fl*ou!4 turn put to be true. "_;Ypu 
were noif mifinformed, my I/ord," replied tlje Cardinal, 
" the 5 fleet is actually failed, and for the purpofe ypu heard, 
I cprffefs likewife, thaj: I had frequently, folemnly itturti 
jou of the contrary ; and further I own,' that Spain \s en- 
tirety in the wrong, and' that it is perhaps neither prudent 
or politic in us to talte part jri their bufiheTs ; but I would* 
wtik you, my Lord, at the /ame time to perfectly under- 
hand, though we do not approve o/ the mptives of their go- 
ing to' war, and will always carefully avoid to encotfrage 
ttlem in 1 their broils m'tbe firft' inftanceV when engaged for 
an/ time, \ we can never /ubmit to. remain, inactive fpecta- 
tors* of their ruin, and your confequerit;aggTandi^ementi. ,, 

Tjje tord Mansftld rqfe to defend the general principles 
)f f the bill, and to reply to the objections urged and fupport- 
€d ! ty thofe who were in favour of the repeal. His £brd- 
ftip, though he did not directly own the fentiments imput- 
etf to Him, containing certain doctrines in. law and politics, 
laid to have been maintained by him in giving judgment in 
the caufe of Campbell againft the Receiver General of Gre- 
nada, relative to the operant, duties claimed by the tfjng 
on the exported produce of thatitfand/ virtually proved, ne~ 
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Yerthelefs, that the fentimenjs were not without foundation, 
becaufe he endeavoured to <JeFend every Tingle propofitiqa 
they contained, *This general defence, brougpt up, Lord^^g^ 
Camden^ Who went over the fame ground again, by either^, 
maintaining his former portions, illustrating the faftson 
which they were built, or replying to every anfwer that 
had in the courfe of the debate been at temped to . be 
matfe to his original obje&ions, and at the conclusion 
cl&imed the viflory, in reference to thofe objectionably 
doctrines adverted to in the morning ; obferving, that the 
learned Lord [Lord Mansfield] had deferted the main pro- 
portion, on which all the others refted ; namely, that the 
King coining In is a conquerer, could' give the conquered 
any conftitution he pleaied % or, if the new fubje£h claimed 
the benefit of capitulation or ceffion, the King might, at ' 
his option, ftancf'ih the place of the former prince j where- 
as the learned Lord was now obliged to confefs, contrary 
to his former opinion, that' a King of England could not 
iA any circumftancejf, or coming in under any title, excr- 
cife an arbitrary power, or reign over any of the fubjec~l$ oi 
the Brittfh Empire in a defpotic manner, againft the fpirit 
of the conftitution. 

[This law conteft lafted near two hours'; but Lord Cam- 
den having' in reply to fbmethihg Lord Mansfield fa id, fuch 
as that? feme conftitution was better than none, pledged 
htmftTf to produce a better in 'twenty- four, or even twelve 
hours ; the'TSarl of Denbigh ftood up, and demanded, why 
the noble and learned Lord had not produced one before.] 

This debate lafted till ten o'clock : when the queftion 
was put, oh the Earl of Dartmouth^ motion to reject the 
propofed biH. The Houfe divided. Contents, 88 j Non- 
fcbntents, 28. 

The following were the Non-contents. 
Dukes of Gloucefter 

Cumberland 

Richmond 

Majnchefter 
Marquis of Rockingham 
Earls of Abingdon ' 

Scarborough 

Stanhope 

Cholmondelejr 

Fitzwilli^m 

Radnor 

The 



Earls of 


Effingham 




Spencer 


Bifliop of 


Exeter 


Lords 


Craven 




Ponfonby, 




Ravenfworth 




Archer 




Wycombe: 




Beaulieu 




Camden 
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1 The following Lords voted by proxy. 
Dukes of Devonfhire Vifcount Torrington 

Portland Bifliopof St, Xfaph 

Earls of Stamford Lord , King 

Tankerville 

May 18. 
tHke of The Duke of Manthefler brought iif a memorial from 
^"^j^- the houfe of affembly at New-Vork, and moved that the 

fame might be read. 
larl of The Earl of Dartmouth obferved, that it was ufual for a 
Dvmeutb* L or d, when he prefented a petition, to ftate the fubje£t of 
it, in order for the Houfe to have an idea how far it was 
proper to give leave for it to fye read. 
Duke of The Duke of Manchtfter replied, that he could not take 
Mantbejitr. U p 0n him to ftate the matter of the petition without doing 
injuftice to it j but in general, it was to complain of grie- 
vances ; and read the concluding words. 
5"*° f ,The Earl of Buckingham/hire faid, it ought certainly to 
be opened more fully ; and dcfired to know if it did ndt 
contain matter derogatory to the fupreme legiflative power 
of Great Britain. 
Earf of The Earl of Denbigh obferved, that the title of the pa- 
Dtnbigb. per rendered it inadmiffible : It was called a memorial. 
Now memorials are prefented from one crowned head to 
another ; but as to a memorial from an American affembiy, 
it was unheard of, and ought not, on that account, Jto be 
r read. 
v.:alGnver. The Earl Gower added to this,, that the title given to the 
paper was fufpicious : A petition/ from the fame affembly 
had been prefented to the King, the colonies not deny* 
ing the fupreme rights of his Majefty ; a remonftrance to 
the Commons, and now a memorial to the Lords. They 
dropt the ufual word petition, left from that it fhould be 
imagined that they acknowledged the fupreme power of 
thofe branches of the legi flat ure ; upon this account there- 
fore the contents of it ought to be opened more to the 
Houfe. 
iidke of The Duke of Manchefttr replied, that if the Houfe in- 
AWi^r.fifted on his performing the office of clerk he would fubmit, 
but till then he fhould decline reading it; and as to opening 
the fubjeft of it he had done it already. 
Earl of The Earl of Hilljberough faid, that the orders of the Ho\ife 
UUifiwcugb were not to bedifpenfed with j a Lord was not allowed te 
prefent a petition unlefs he opened the purport of it ; that 
the noble Duke reading it in his place, as a part of his 

fpeech, 
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fpetsch, wout<J fee accepted by the Houfe; or if the tJufc* 
thought that it would be too great a burthen for Win to 
read it himfelf, that then the clerk might go to him, and 
ftand by his Grace, and read the memorial as a part of his 
fpeech. 

The Duke of Richmond ridiculed this idea. What, my Duke •! 
Lords ! the clerk go and ftand by a Lord and read a paper* Rithm9 ** 
as a part of that Lord's fpeech ! Very pretty truly ! Why 
then we need not any of us be at the trouble of making; 
fpecches ; we. need only get our fpeeches written for us, and 
have the clerk read them ; we may then any of us prove as 
eloquent as thp noble. Earl himfelf. Objections (he added) 
have Been made to the term Memorial, as if belonging to fo- 
vereigrts, and denying. our rights: That is very ftrange, , 
llirely; wbon.it is well known every enfign in the army 
who has objections to the treatment he receives, has the 
right of prefenting a memorial to the King; I th in jc, there- 
fore, there is nothing in the term derogatory to the digni* 
ty of this Houfe in it. 

The Earl of Sandwich contended, that the noble Duke** 1 * ^ 
had been repeatedly called op to open the contents of the s * n * wt€ 
memorial, but Would not comply j for as to telling the 
Houfe merely it was a complaint of grievances, that was 
nothing fatisfa&ory : - as this was the cafe, he moved aa 
amendment to the Duke's mojipn for reading the memorial, 
by adding the words, " the contents of which had not been 
opened. " ! 

The Duke of Richmond obferved, that this amendment Duke ©r 
threw a reflexion on the noble Duke who brought in the ****•*/• 
memorial, which would be highly unjuft : that in his 
opinion the contents had been opened ; that is, the prin- 
cipal part of the memorial, the prayer pf it, which was 
for a redrefs of grievances ; therefore, if the amendment 
was accepted, he muft move another to do juftice to the no- 
ble Duke, by an explanation of how far he had opened it ; 
and moved to add the concluding words of the memorial 
mzhicb the Duke of Manchefter bid read. 

The Earl Gwuir faid, that the noble mover had not opened "UACmtri 
the contents; for merely fa.ying.it Was for a redrefs of grievan- 
ces, and reading the concluding words, was faying nothing, 
unlefe he mfifttionened what thofe grievances were : a 
friend of the houfe of Stuart might petition for the redrefs 
of a grievance, and that grievance mjght he the want of . 
the throne ; thus, if the particulars are apf mentioned, we 
can judge of nothings 

Vol. II* X Th% 
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jj* dm. The Lord Camden fpokc exceeding well; he ftated the 
great injufticc of not allowing a Lord to open the contents 
of a petition in the way he thought proper ; there could be 
but two ways, one forcing him to read the whole, which 
was a drudgery they could not think of j the other, touch- 
mg the heads of it : Now* if a Lord it to open the con- 
tents particularly, and upon that opening the rate of the 
petition is to depend, then it muft depend upon the capa- 
city and abilities of the individual who* does it, which 
would be throwing a negative upon petitions in general. 
But he was fo great a friend to petitions being received and! 
read, let them come from whom they might and under what- 
ever name, that throwing thefe obf!ru&i6ns upon them 
muft be very mifchievous* That the amendment m favour 
of the noble Duke was highly reafonable and ought to be 
accepted. 
Lord Manj- The Lord Mansfield (poke to the order of the proceed- 
f tU * rngs of the Houfe, and attempted to (hew that a Lord muft 

open the contents of a petition, and that the I^uke of Man- 
chefter had not dbne k. 
Eavf rf The Lord Wycombe [Earl of ShelburneJ reminded the 
Sbtlhumt. Houfc, that when the City of London prefented their re- 
mon ft ranee t^ the King, lawyers- were confulted upon the 
legality of not receiving it ; yet fo highly was the right of 
a fubjeft to petition thought of, that it was- determined it 
muft be received, under whatever name. 

l/ft» b %t Thc Earl of E ff n i ham - Thc . turn which this defeate hso 
Ipl **• taken, makes it unneceffary for me to remark on any thing 

which in the courfeof it has fallen from any noble Lord ; 
but as I wtfh to call your LordQup's attention rather to the 
fubje& matter, than to the form and manner of the paper 
\ offered to you, I hope I fhallftand excufed, if I treat the latter 
as trifling, when put in competition with the falstary or 
dreadful effefts of admitting or rejecting the means now in 
your hands, of reftoring harmony to this diftraded empire* 
What may be the fate of the amendment propofed, I know 
not ; but I fear it rs too eafily to be guefled, from the 
complexion of the Houfe, what will be that of the me- 
morial. If any thing, my Lords, can add to the reluctance 
with which I at any time trouble your Lordfhips, it is a 
conferoufnefs of my own inability to treat this fubjed as it - 
ought to be treated. Indeed the importance of it is fudr, 
as would deter me from entering into it at all, did I not think, 
that in the precarious fituatioa in which thl* country ftands 
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at prefent, 5t isthe-duty of every man to avow tits ^rinci* 
pics and fentiments with firmnefs and integrity. The in* 
ilulgence which* I have before experienced, encourages me to 
cxpe& again from your candour, that attention, which- I 
have not, like many among your Lordihips, the abilities to 
command. I confefs I wifh to avoid the dpfcuflion of oar 
right to fuch a power as we are contending for; that is tt> 
fay, a power of taxing a fet of futojedte who are not repre- 
sented among us, and who have full power to tax themfelVes 
in the ordinary and cotfftitutional manner. Were any par- 
ticular province, among the Americans, to rtfgrfe grants of 
money in proportion to others, or to commit' any ad in 
abufe of their charters, I think that fupreme controuling 
power, which the province in queftion allows in its full ex- 
tent, would give us the charge, Ni quid detriment^ rn 
capiat fubliia. And m that cafe, my Lords, almoft tjie 
whole empire would be united againft the wrong-headed few, 
who wo«4d be foon brought toreaforu But 1 am fa tidied, 
that Without fuch neceffity, we have «o more right to exer- 
cife the power of taxation m that country, than a Roman 
didator had to begin his office with a declartion, that his 
|>ower mould be perpetual, and was neceflary in the ordinary x 
Jniiinefe of government. Therefore, my Lords, whatever 
has been done by the Americans, I muft deem the mere 
confequence of our unjuft demands. They have come to 
you with fair arguments, you have refufed to hear them ; 
they make the moft refpeftful remonftranccs, you anfwer 
them with bills of pains and penalties ; they know tbey 
ought to be free, you tell them they 4haJl be flaves. Is it 
then a wonder, if they fay in defpair, ** for the fliort re- 
mainder of ear lives, we wilT be free !" Is there one 
among your Lord&ips, who in a fituation fimilar to that 
which I have defcribed, would not refolve the fame ? If 
there could be fuch a one, I am fure he ought not to be 
here. To bring the hiftory down to the prefent -fcene. 
Here are two armies in prefence of each other? armies of 
brothers and countrymen; each dreading the event, yet 
<each feeling, that it is in the power of the mpjft trifling ac- 
cident, , a private- difpute, a drunken fray in any public 
houfe in Bofton ; in (hart, a nothing, to caufe the fword 
to be drawn, and to plunge the whole country Into, all the 
Jiorrora of blood, flames and parricide. In this dreadful 
moment,* fet of men more wife and moderate than the reft, 
££Vt fjijemfelves to bring us all to reafoa. Tbey ftate 
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their clahpf and their grievances ; nay, if any Jbing can 
be proved byjaw and hiftory, they prove them. They pro- 
pofe oblivion, they m?ke the firft conceifions $-— we treat 
them with contempt, we prefer poverty, blood, and fervitude^ 
to wealth, happtnefs, and liberty. My Lords, I ftiould 
think myfelf guilty of offering an infult to your Lordfhips, 
if 1 prefumed to fuppofe there was any amongft you who 
could think of what was expedient, wnen once it appeared 
what was juft. I might otherwifc have adverted to the ve* 
jy formidable armament preparing by Spain; but as that 
argument OHgfet to have no consideration with your Lord* 
(hips, I flialj; not fuppofe it would have any ; and for that 
reafon will entirely reject it. What weight thefe few ob» 
fervations may have, I don't know ; but the candour your 
XiOrdibips have indulged me with, requirs a cohfeffion on 
piy part which may ftill leffen that weight. I muft Own 
I am not perfonally difinterefted. £ver Snoe I was of an 
?ge to have any ambition a.t all, my higheft has been to ferve 
my country in a military capacity. If there was on earth 
sin event J dreaded, it was to fee this country fo ntuated as 
to make that profefiion incompatible with oty duty as a cir 
{izea. That period is* in my opinion, arrived; and { 
have thought myfelf bound to relinquish the hopes I had 
formed, by a resignation, which appeared to me the only me- 
thod of avoiding the guilt of enflaving my country, and 
embruing my hands in the blood of her fons. What the 
duties of a foldier and a citizen become inoonfiftent, ' I {haH 
always think myfelf obliged to fink the character of the fol- 
dier in that of the citizen, till fuch time as tbofe duties (hall 
again, by the. malice of our real enemies, become united. 
It is no fmall facrifice which a man makes who gives up 
his profeffion ; but it is a much greater, when a predile&ion, 
lengthened by habit, has given him fo ftrong an attach*, 
ment to his profe0iofi as I feel. I have, however, this one 
confolation, that by making that facrifice, I at Jeaft give 
to my coqntry a* iweqoivoca] proof of the finperky of ray 
inciple*. ■ 
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The Houfe divided at half paft eight* 
for reading the memorial 35. 
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The following is a copy of the rriemorrafi 
9* /A' /Jr^^f Hmoumkk the Lords Spiritual and Temper*! $f 
Great Britain, in Par Harnett t affemlkd* 

The memorial vf bis fyujtftys faithful fnhjefts and repr*- 

• fentatives of the Colony if Nezv-Tvri,in general ajjemy 
bly convened* . 

May it pleafe-your Lardfbips, 

We his Mayfly'* moft dutiful and loyal fubjefli, thfe 
freprefentatives of the colony of New- York, in. general a<v 
^embjy convened, are confeious, when we addrefs youfr 
LordtlripS, that we are applying to a b6dy who havd ever 
l>een diftinguiflied for the firmeft attachment to the miftcb- 
feJcs of liberty, and that happteft reluh of titan, the sWtifh ' 

conftrtuttbn. 

. We acknowledge ourfelves, and the people we lepiefefrfs, 
ftri&ly hound by the ties of faith and al&gtance to bur mbft 
graeibus Sovereign, that we juftly owe the fame ftwth and 
fJJegtance as are due to htm frtan his fab/efts in Great B«* 
taify that we regard him with thfe wtmoft veneration, and 
that weihallbe ever ready to contribute to his fervice, and 
to fupporttbe dignity ;of hisctownand government/ . : 

We efteem ourfelves happy in our connection with the 
parent ftate, whofe true interefts are inseparably united 
with dur own j aqd we are fully feqftble, that none but the N 

enemies of both countries could ever wiftk to disjoin them. 

Impreffed wiibtbefe fentrments, we confider ourfelves as 
part? t)f one "great empire, in which it fe neceflavy their 
fliould V fowe fuprerne regulating power ♦ But though we 
acknowledge the ex iftence of fuch pow^r, yet we conceive 
it by no means comprehends a right of binding us in sH 
cades whatsoever,' becaufe a powdr of fo unbounded an ex* 
tent, would totally deprive us of fecurity, and reduce us 
to a ftate of the moft abjective fervitade, t 

The trofonies', as your Lordftups know^ were not in cbn- 
templation when the forms of the Brrtifh . constitution wens 
eftabWhed ; ' it followed, therefore, from its principles, whett 
colonization tookplace, that the colonifts carried with theto 
all the "rights they were entitled to in the country from winch 
they emigrated ; but as, from their local ctreumftances, they 
Were precluded from fearing in the repreiehtatioA in that 
legigatufe in which they had lfcen represented, they of right 
claimed, and enjoyed a legislature of their o^vn, always 
acknowledging the King, or his reprefentative, as one branch 
thereof. This right they have pointed ry, repeatedly, and 
j^caiouily afttrted, as what only could afford them that fe* 
1 wAtj 
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eurity wjiich their fellow fubjeds in Great Britain enjoy 
under a conftitutkm, at once' the envy and admiration of 
furrounding nations, becaufc no money can be raifed upon 
the fiibjecYof Great Britain, nor any law made that is bind- 
ing on him, without the concurrence of thole who have 
been eleded by the people to reprefent them* 

For what happinefs can the colon ifts exped, if their 
Jives and properties are at the abfolute difpofal of others t 
And that power which, when reftrained within its juft 
bounds, would difpenfe light and heat to the whole empire* 
may b£ employed like a devouring alame, to conafame and 
4eftroy them. 

Your Lordfliips win excufe, nay, we doubt not will 
commend us, for fpeaking at this important juncture with 
the freedom^ becoming the representatives of a free people, 
when addrcffing ourfelves to this soft illuftrious body. 

We therefore beg leave, on this occafion, to declare we 
conceive the people of the colonies entitled to equal rights 
and privileges with their fellow fubjeds in Great Britain ; 
and that upon thefe principles it is a grievance of a moft 
alarming nature, that the Parliament of Great Britain 
Ihould daim a right to ena& laws, binding the colonies in 
all cafes whatfoever. . 

Incompatible as this daim is with the very idea of free- 
dom, ydur Lordfliips cannot wonder that the colonies 
Ihould exprefs an invincible repugnance to it. Abfolute 
and untontroulable power in any man, or body of men, ne~ 
ceflarily implies abfolute flavery in thofe who are fubjed to 
it ; even ihould fuch a power not be carried into execution, 
yet let it be remembered, that the liberties of an Engl i to- 
man are his rights, aod that freedom confifts not in a mere 
exemption from oppreffion, but in a right to fuch exemp- 
tion founded on law and the principles of t)ie conftitution. 

But your Lordfliips cannot be ignorant Aat this claim 
has been exercifed in fuch a maimer as to give the colonifts 
the utmoft uneaiinefs, and the moft unexceptionable grounds 
of complaint. 

Duties for the expreus purpofe of raifmg a revenue in 
^America, -have been imposed upon feveral articles imported 
AirtGtly from Great Britain, or the BritMh colonies, and 
on foreign wines, an article which does not in the leaft in- 
terfere with the produces of Great Britain, nor any of its 
colonies. 

The jurifdiftion of the admiralty courts have been ex* 
fended beyond its antirnt limits \ the judges of thofe courts, 
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inverted with new and unconftitutional powers ; theftrb* 
jeds in America, in many cafes, dtvefted of that invaloabl* 
privilege, a trial by jury,' and a difcrimination highly inju- 
rious held up between us and our fellow fubjects in Great 
Britain* s 

ASts "have been pafied for the purpofe of ftifpcnding the 
legtflature of this colony from the exercrfe of its constitu- 
tional powers, till it (hould comply with requintions which 
it had before fudged improper and laying an unreafcnablc 
reftraint upon us with refpedt to the emiffion of paper cur* 
rency to be a legal tender within the colony. 

Officers employed in the admin titration of juftice, have 
been rendered independent of the people with refped both 
to their falaries and the tenure of their commiffions, where- 
by they are forced from thofe checks to which, as fervantt 
of the public, they ought to be fubje&, although the re- \ 

preventatives of the people have ever been ready, and now 
declare their willingnefs to make fuitaWe provinon for their 
fupport. 

New, and unconftitutional a£ts have been pafied, and 
conftrudions made of an old one, by which the American 
fubjexSr. is directed to be tried for offences, either real or fup- 
pofed, not. in the place were the fa& was committed, where 
his witneffes reiide, and their characters are know, but in a 
ftrange country, where his witnefles may not attend, and 
^rhere their credibility cannot be afcertained. 

We are extremely unhappy that occafion has been given 
us to add to the catalogue of our grievances, the laws enact- 
ed in the laft feffion of the late Parliament, for {hutting up 
ihe . port of Button, for altering the government of the 
Maflachufets Bay, and for the impartial administration of , 
juftice, in certain cafes, in that province. 

Although it is not our intention to enter into a justifica- 
tion of the meafures which occafioned thofe a£ts, or to 
intimate an approbation of the mode purftied for redreffing 
the grievances of which they have been prod u£tive, vet we 
cannot help viewing them as forming precedents of io dan-^ 
gerous a nature, as muft . fender the privileges, the proper- 
ty^ .and even the lives of all his Majefty's American ft»b- 
jefts precarious and in fee u re, 

By qther ads of the fame feffion, the bounds of the pro** - 
vince of Quebeck are confideraby extended ; the Roman 
Catholic religion may be conftrued to be eftablifhed through- 
out that province ; and fuch regulations are enaded re{pe&» 
kg its trade, as not only hold up a difcrimination between the 
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continental, and other colonics, injurioo* to the former* 
but in the eftabliflunent of the port of entry, cannot fail 
totally to deprive this colony of ao cxtenfive and import 
tant commerce, which it formerly carried on with the na- 
tive Indian inhabitants of that vaft track of country, now* 
included within the bounds of that government. 

• Thefe are the principal grievances under which our con- 
ftituents at prefent labour ; but though we conceive it our 
duty thus fully to lay them before your Lordfliips, we be^ 
leave to aflfure you, that we {ball always chesrf ully fubmif 
to the conftitutionalexetcifeof thefupreme regulating pow« 
er lodged in the King, Lords and Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, and to all ads calculated for the general weal of th* 
empire, and the due regulation of the trade and commerce 
thereof. 

• We conceive this power includes a right to lav dutie* 
upon all articles imported dire&ly into the colonies from any 
foreign country or plantation which may interfere with pro- 
duces and manufactures of Great Britain, or any other 
part of his Majefty's dominions; but that is eflential to 
freedom, and the undoubted rights of our conftitutents, 
that no taxes be impofed on them but with their confent gU 
ven personally, or by their lawful teprefentauves. 

Whilft, therefore, we entertain fuch dUpofitions of obe- 
dience to the lawful powers of government, of allegiance 
to our moft gracious Sovereign, and attachment to the pa- 
, rent country ; we humbly hope that your Lordfliips will 
aid and concur in ledreffing our grievances, removing all 
caufes of diflention with Great Britain, and cftabHihin£ 
our rights and privileges upon a folid and lafting foundation. 
And your memorialifts (ball ever pray- 
By order of the general aflembly, - 

JOHN CRUGER, Sneaker. 
JJimbty-£bamlnr> ciif #/ 
Niw-Tort, 25th day qf 
Marshy 1775* 

M*j l«. 

Dnke of The Duke of Ri<bm$*J ftated to the Houfe, with great 

Mkbmud. ctearnefs, that a ftrange and dangerous miftake had beea 

* made in an appeal, in die case of Sir Thomas Brougbton r 

Me faid, the caufe was ftrft tried in the court of Gbmmonv 

Pleas, and the judgment then was very generally approved 

of -in WeftminAet Hall. But upon an appeal to-tjic King's 
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Bench, Tome new light had ftruck the noble Lord who pre** 
fided there, in confequence of which the judgment warf 
reverfed. From- thi$ reverfal there was an appeal to that 
Houfe. The opinions of the Exchequer Bench being ta- 
ken, the Chief Baron only was for the judgment of th* 
King's Bench, the reft agaiftft it. There were nine Lord* 
in the Houfe, on hearing the repeal. Of thefe the Lord 
Chancellor and Lord Camden fpoke fox reverfing the judg- 
ment, and the Brfliop of Ely with the Lords Northing- 
ton and Sandys, were of the fame opinion; fo that there 
were five to four for reverfing the judgment of the King's 4 
Bench ; and yet by fome unaccountable miftake the Chan- 
cellor declared it was affirmed. His Grace after ftating 
this- accident to the Houfe, with great Candour and rnodefty,' 
fubmitted the confideration of the remedy to their Ldrdfhips. 

The Lord Chancellor acknowledged the" fads as his Grace Lord Ctatfi 
had dated them, he lamented the rniftake, birt exculpated cello* 
himfirlf, by inlUHng that it was no more his biifinefs than 
that of any other Lord to Call for a divifion. He faidj 
whatever the world might think, it would have been an eg- 
eefs of idiotifm in him, to decide again ft his owh opinion'* 
if he knew the majority was with him. 

The Earl Gower lamented the tranfaclion in terms of tailC*?** 
great propriety, but conceived a remedy impracticable, as 
the particular cafe could not be re-confiaered. 

The Duke of Cbandois informed their Lordflrips^ that^ )lAe ^ 
he moved to affirm the judgment. He faid, he was en- Cb&tdoti; 
couraged to give an opinion m the caufe, from Lord Cam- 
den's having declared, that it was a queftion on which the 
lay Lords were very competent to decide. He felt no wiftr 
to have carried the queftion by indirect means, but lamented 
what had happened, and the more fo that he rerribered an 
inftance in which the decifion was againft the judgment of 
other Lords and of himfelf, tho* they were witheld by-diffi- 
dence from infilling on their opinions. For the future, hd 
faid, he was determined no fuch thing fhould happen'. 

The Lord Camden > re-ftated the argument he delivered Lort c*b« 
when the point was agitated. He faid, that having declar- <&»• 
ed his opinion in his place, it was lefs incumbent on hint 
to catt for a divffion, which was feldom or nevef his prac- 
tice, as it might wear the appearance of party, which ought 
never to interfere in judicial queftion*. Tho* he felt and 
lamented the hardfhip of the particular cafe, yet he profef- 
fed his incapacity to fitggeft a remedy on the fudden? but 
thought it worthy the attention of every Lord to turn it irt 
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bis mind ; that right, if poffible, might be done in the par- 
ticular cafe, and fome regulation adopted to prevent the 
poffibility of fuch an accident for the future. 
~Yu Ma ^' ^ e k° r< * Mansfield now intcrpofed, with that dictatorial 
* * authority, which the ufual/infalibility of his opinion, his 

weight with the Houfe, and the favour of the King fo 
Juftly infpire. He told them it was of infinite importance, 
that they fhould hold out to the public, clearnefs of decifion, 
that the moment the word affirm came from the wool-fack, 
it was incumbent on every Lord to maintain the decifion, 
for the honouF of the Houfe, and the quiet of the public > 
that even the Lords who differed in opinion, were bound, 
from that moment, to bury and forget their opinions in fa- 
vour of the general authority* He reprobated the very 
idea of rehearing caufes ; and faid, upon memory, that* irt 
the cafe of one' Fitzgerald, during the Queen's time, fuch 
an attempt had been made, by Lord Harcourt, whofe mind 
was uneafy under a determination in which he had acq uie feed ^ 
But the proportion was over-ruled by a majority after full 
debate, in which Lord Bathurfr, the prefent Chancellor's 
father, took a great lead. He thought the prefent cafe was 
not likely to be fo bad as it teemed, for he had happened to 
. talk privately and confidentially with one of the Lords who 
was fuppofed to be againft the judgment as it now flood,, 
and had altered his opinion in twenty-four hours after the 
determination* He concluded with impoiing filence on the 
fubje<ft, 
Xari of The Lord Wycombi [Earl of Shelburne] agreed witlrthe 
Sbeibume. n0D ] e L on j who fpoke laft, in the tranfeendent importance 
of maintaining the reputation, weight, and confequently the 
authority of the Houfe, as the fupreme court of judicature 
He faid, religion and law were the two great pillars of fo- 
ciety. That he was forry to fee the former lofing daily 
much of its influence, that a fubtle metaphyfical fpirit of 
refinement had crept in, and made writers, countenanced, 
he feared, by men in high ftation, ufethe words religion and 
prejudice as fynonimous* With regard to the law, what 
had fallen from many Lords, was exceedingly alarming^ 
One erroneous judgment "ftated by a noble Duke, and ac- 
knowledged by the Houfe j another referred to by his Grace- 
of Chandbis ; the fluctuation of judgment by private con- 
ference, to which Lord Mansfield had alluded j muft hold 
out an alarming and uncomfortable picture to the public. 
For thirty years Lord Hardwicke prefided at the head of 
the law, without a doubt arifing of the wifdom and inte- 
grity 
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grity of the decifions in the courts of juftice. But fine* 
that time, a certain diffidence had been gradually riifing, till 
at length it walked abroad in open day. Every Lord, he 
f"aid, maft have felt with him, the importunity of fuitors, i|i 
confequence of thefe doubts. Every one mull haveobferved 
that publications of a very extraordinary nature were fre- 
quent ; publications which would not be called libels, with*- 
out the cruelty of depriving men injured, as in the prefent 
cafe, even of the miferable confolation of complaint. He 
obferved, that the Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, in 
giving his opinion two years ago, had hinted at an over fub- 
*elty and love of innovation, having found its way into 
Weftminfler Hall. For thefe reafons he/elt it his duty not 
to let the matter remain exactly where the noble Lord, who 
fpoke laft, defired it might reft, but wifhed to bring the 
Houfe back to what had fallen with fo great propriety from 
Lord Camden, and to recommend it to, or rather call up- 
on Lords of more ability, to turn in their minds, whether 
if right could not be done in the particular cafe, fome 
means might not be devifed to prevent it in future. The 
law Lords in particular he thought, owed this to their own 
reputation, as well as to the Houfe and to the public ; 
that the character of that affembly might not be fiillied 
with fufpiCion, and the confidence of the people in the fu- 
preme court of judicature fliakeru For he would venture 
to prophecy, that if fuch fufpic ions got abroad, and became 
prevalent, it would (hock, not only the adminiftration of 
the day, hut the very foundations of government itfelf. 

The Duke of Richmond fummoned up the whole that had Duke *f 
been faid, with great precifion and ability, and concluded Richmond. 
with wifliing fome relief might be devifed for the prefent 
complaint, with a proper provifion again ft the fame accident 
happening again. 

May 22. 

The order of the day, to confider of a petition, praying 
a re- hearing or revifion of the judgment given by the 
Houfe, relative to the advowfon of Mottisfont, in the coun- 
ty of Southampton, affirming a judgment in error pronoun- 
ced by the court of King's Bench. 

The Duke of Richmond moved to have the petition read, Duk« ef 
which being complied with, his Grace then moved, that RkhmwA. 
a committee be appointed to enquire into the true ftate of 
the contents and non-contents, and report their opinion 
•thereon to the Houfe, 

Y * , Tiic 
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tord Ch«a- The Lord Chancellor moved, that the petition might b« 
** llor - retefted ; he obferyed, that be had put the queftion in the 
juiual manner; that no Lord prefent demanded a divifion, 
from whence he concluded, that the Houfe was bound to 
do the fame ; that the Lords of an opinion contrary to 
what he pronounced acquiefced in what he faid ; that if this 
' was not fo taken, there was an end of all the n>ode$ of the 

proceeding j for this reafon he moved that the petition might 
be rejected. 
p»ke of *Tne Duke of Richmond. I am mware of the numerous 
Richmond, difficyjtjes^ w hich prefent themfelves, to obftruft a compli- 
ance with the prefent intended motion ; but nevertheless^ 
I think it my duty, as a member of this Houfe, to do eve- 
ry thing in my power' to preferve your Lordfliips judgments 
vnfullied and unqueftioned, and to forward fubftantial 
juftice in the moft direft and fatisfadory manner. The ques- 
tion now before your Lordfliips, is not, whether the decifton. 
v was, or was not, a wife one, or confonantto the legal and 

equitable <anftrucYion of wills ; but whether it was in 
truth the genuine fenfe of the Houfe. It may indeed be 
objected, that any revifioii or rehearing of this bufinefs may- 
be of the moft fatal confequence, as letting in evils which your 
Lordfliips would neither be able to correft or limit. I tore* 
fee thofe in conveniences, and feel the force of the argu* 
ments that may be built on them, as ftrongly as any no- 
ble Lord in this Houfe ; but it is becaufe, in my opinion, 
the prefent propofed enquiry can cftablifh no precedent, and 
that we are ftri&ly warranted, by the orders of the Houfe, 
that I prefume to trouble your Lordfliips pn the occafion. 
The two principal points I take to be thefe : It has been 
discovered, fmce the judgment was pronounced, that out of 
nine Peers prefent,* five of them were for the reverfal, and 
four againft it. But, fays the noble Lord on the woolfack, 
who juft now fpoke, the queftion being put in the ufual 
form, three or four noble Lords fignified their diflcnt, while 
thofe for the motion remained filent ; therefore, fays the 
learned Lord, " I w,as juftified in declaring, that the non- 
contents had it ; and when no perfon offered to divide the 
Houfe, to pronounce in favour of the refpondent in error." 
I grant what the noble and learned Lord offers to be ex- 
, tremely juft j but at the fame tjme, if it fhould come out 
that a majority were for the motion of reverfal, I truft your 
Lordfliips, on this occafion, will haye recourfe to the only 
regular, mode of taking the fenfe of the Houfe, which is for 
tte learned Lord pn the \yoolfack to ftand up uncovered, 
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jmd begin with the youngeft Baron, and fo proceed to take 
the opinion of every Lord prefent, fir eat im. What I pro- 
pofe is not contrary to precedent, For no longer ago than 
1733, a petition was prcfented, praying for the re- hearing 
pi a caufe, fetting forth, that the nephew of an appellant, 
who appealed in his name, was not interested. That por- 
tion, my Lords, was referred to a committee to con fid cr the 
|a<5ts ftated, they reported unfavourably to the petitioner, the 
man was ordered into cuftody but ran away, and there the 
matter ended 5 proving however fufficiently that there wag 
pething contrary to your orders irr admitting repetition 
praying for a re-hearing. In the Houfe of Commons, where 
order is not in other matters fo ftri£tly adhered to, the Speak* 
*r, when becomes to put the queftion, fays, after repeating 
it, 44 J^s many are of that opinion, fay aye-" and then 
makes a reft, and again fays, " As many as are of a 
jamtrary opinion, fay no ;*' and and a fecond, or a third 
time, if the found be doubtful ; by which formality, the 
parties have time to prepare for the divifion ; whereas, by 
the manner of putting the queftion in this Houfe, fhould it 
happen to be complicated, by amendments or other wife, 
your Lordfhips may be furprifed into a judgment manifeftly 
contradictory to the fenfe of' the majority. I will riot pre- 
tend to decide how far that might have been the cafe trt 
the prefent inftance ; but fure I am, your Lordfhips will 
never reft fatisfied till this point is fully cleared up, I dd 
therefore move, that a committee be appointed to enquire 
into the two petitions now read, and report their opinion 
tjhereon to the Houfe, 

The Earl of Hill/borough. I was prefent in the Houfe, larf of 
and fpoke to the queftion ; and, upon my own knowledge, BUifiord^ 
confirm every fyllable aflerted by the noble Lord on the 
woolfack to be literally arid fubftantially true. However* 
all* the circumftances of that day, now fo much relied on, ' 
come to nothing, when I inform your Lordfhips, that I 
bad it this day from the noble Lord, who it is contended 
would not have voted, that he positively meant to vote, 
and to have divided again ft the queftion, for affirming the 
judgment in error. And I beg leave to repeat again, that 
1 heard three, if not four, non-contents, and to the beft of 
my recoiled ion, not one content. This being the true ftate 
of the cafe, my .Lords, how does the matter really ftand ? 
On the old ground, that no queftion was ever put in this 
Houfe more regularly, nor more fairly carried ; and on the 
pew ground taken up by the petition on your Lordfhips ta- 
ble, 
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Me, that inftcad of five to four, there were ten Lords pre- 
fcnt, five for, and five againft ; therefore the queftion was 
loft, the mover always requiring a majority. 
Earl of The Earl of Northington. I fhalljuft trouble your Lord- 

jf$rshin£ton. fljjp 3 w j t h a fhort ftate of the queftion. The advowfon, 
which it is determined, pafled by the will of the late Sir 
Bryan Broughton Delves, being fold by his lady, the fup- 
pofed devifee, under the faid will, to the refpondent in er- 
ror, Mr. St. John, a fuit at law was inftituted by the 
heir at law, or his prefentee ; and the matter being tried at 
Winchefter affizes, the jury found a verdidt for the prefentee. 
It was, however, folemnly argued in the Common Pleas, 
where the verdict was confirmed. From thence the refpon- 
dent moved the caufe by writ of error into the King's Bench, 
where he obtained judgment ; on which the appellant in er- 
ror appealed to the wifdom and juftice of "this Houfe. 
What was your Lordfliips conduct on this occafion ? Why, 
as two courts, I will venture to fay equally refpe&able, had 
differed, you very properly defired the attendance of the 
Saronf of the court of Exchequer, in order, as it was under- 
stood at the time, to be finally determined by their opinions. 
Three of them accordingly attended, the other being abfent 
by illnefs. The Chief Baron was for affirming the judg- 
ment in error, the two Barons for the reverfal : add to this, 
that the learned Lord on the woolfack, to whofe opinion 
your Lordfhips are always ready to pay the deference it 
deferves, and another noble and learned Lord near me [Lord 
Qamden] followed the Barons in their opinions. 1 only 
repeat thefe circumftances to remind your Lordfliips of the 
% true ftate of the matter, previous to the determination : 

and all I have to fay now to the allegations of the peti- 
tion under xronfideration is, that I teftified my aflent to the 
rnotion ; that I was preparing to divide ; that I was never 
more furprized in my life, than when I heard the judgment 
pronounced ; and, that I do not recoiled there were more 
than nine Lords in the Houfe who would vote, the other 
four having gone below the throne, not chufing to divide. 
Biftop of TheBiihopof Ely. For my part, I affirm, I did ex- 
- *b* prefs my aflent, whether the noble Lord on the woolfack 

heard it, or not; and fo far was I from being acquainted 
with the truth of the tran faction, that I was for a minute 
before I knew that the queftion was carried againft my opi- 
nion. As foon a? I learned it was, I went to the noble 
Lord on the woolfack and defired the mi flake might be rec- 
tified, but was told it was too late. As to what the noble 

Lord 
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Lord fays of the prefent opinion of another noble Lord, now 
abfent, I confefs,^ that to the beft of memory, there were 
only nine remained to vote, the other four having retired 
behind the throne ; and if any thing were wanting to con- 
firm me in that opinion, my eagernefs to divide, from my 
knowledge of the true ftate of the contents, and not-con- 
tents, perfectly fatisfy me that it was fo* Befides, I under- 
flood all along, that the noble Lord now alluded to, never 
meant to give a vote on efther fide. x % 

The Earl of Hillfiorougb. It is not very ufual, I believe, Earl or 
in this Houfe, when a noble Lord rifes toaflert a fa&, to af- Elll P>^^l^ 
terwards retain any doubt concerning it. I know, there 
were thirteen Lords prefent. I remember that three only of 
them went behind the throne, and that ten remained in the 
Houfe; but however, as my word will not be taken, I will 
appeal to his Lordjhip's own words, which were delivered to 
me by meflage this morning, and that meffenger your Lord- 
(hips own clerk, whareby he aflured me that he did intend 
to vote, and would have divided againft the motion. As< to 
what the noble Lord might in conversation have faid relative 
to dividing or not dividing, it can fignify but very little, 
when oppofedto his folemn affurance thus given j and were 
that to weigh, the noble Earl [Earl of Northington] aflured 
me himfelf, that he did not know whether he fhould have 
voted, as he did not hear the arguments of council at 
the bar. 

The Lord Mansfield. Tbe merits of the prefent queftion Lord M*nf- 
are in fome mcafure removed off their true ground, andf'^* 
are now decifive againft the allegations ftated in the petition, 
lnftead, therefore, of going into the propriety or impropriety 
of receiving petitions for revifions and rehearings, the mat- 
ter is flopped at ihe very threfhold ; for it comes out di- 
rectly, that there were ten Lords in the body of the Houfe, 
five for, and five againft, cbnfequently the motion muft 
have been loft, and the mover hh in a miifority. But tho* 
the matter be thus of courfe difpofed of, I cannot avoid fay* 
ing a word or two on the fuppofed foundation on which the 
petition is built, ;How does the cafe ftand in refpedt of re- 
bearings in general ? Why, that the ecclefiaftical courts, 
and all matters conne&ed with civil law,* admit of them. , 

From thence they have made their way into the court of 
Chancery, and if any prayer of this kind could be enter- 
tained here, it would and muft be on th» idea of equity, 

Thu 
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This Houfc never took cognizance of caufes in equity till 
Lord Chancellor Bacon's time. This was always deemed 
a court of law, in the dernier refirti in which the King 
was fuppofed to prefide with his Peers, and, affifted by the 
judges of the realm, to expound, explain, and determine the 
Jnws of the land, according to their true legal conftru&ion 
and import, previous to the period I have now alluded to. 
But here, whatever the real jurifdidion of your Lord (hips 
may be in matters of equity, there is an end of the ques- 
tion at once. This is not a matter of equity, but mere law, 
the determination of which muft, in the inftant the judg-* 
ment is pronounced, be ultimately final and irrevocable, 
even againft yourfelves. Your Lordfhips power i* at ail 
end : the proceedings already had on it form at prefent 
part of the law or the land. Your Lordfhips can no 
more legally revoke the judgment now it is pafled, than you 
can give one refpe&ing a property which was never yet liti- 
gated ; for I am bold to affirm, that ahy order of this Houfc 
would now operate as well in one cafe a$ the other, I 
have made it my bufinefs to enquire into the ufual mode 
of proceeding on rehearings, and do not find, that any 
have been granted fince the rule eftablifhed in 1693, till 
1733, nor fince the time the noble Duke alluded to. I per- 
ceive, that many applications of this nature have been made, 
but the greater part of them have been as conftantly reject- 
ed, and not one of thofe granted ever prayed for a rehearing 
of a queftion of mere law ultimately decided. But, my 
Lords, what would the reafons now fet up lead us to?— 
that certain Lords were prefcnt, and that they declined to 
divide the Houfe, though they were a majority. As well, 
in my opinion, might a petition be prefented to reconfider 
the proceedings of this Houfe, when any of your Lordfliips 
happened to be locked out on a divifion. Suppofe, which 
happened to be the cafe within thefe few weeks, any of 
your Lordfhips fhould miftake the queftion, and divide on 
the tvtong fide ; fuppofe, in the very inftance I now allude 
to, that the numbers had been equal, and that the noble 

» Lord, by going below the bar, inftead of Jiajing in the 

Houfe, had loft the queftion, would you permit his Lord- 
dip' to come in$ fome days after, to defire the fame queftion 
to be again debated ? Suppofe again, the tellers, through 
miftake or defign, had mifreported the numbers, would you 
confent to have the declared fenie of the Houfe fet afide ? 
J remember to have heard a matter of that fort upon one 

of 
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of the greateftqueftions ever decided in this Houfe : Ldti 
Bradford, taing ft remarkable fat man, the teUcrj after the 
queftion was carried, f«id, that -he counted him as ten, by 
which he gained the vi&ory. It is* indeed .more probable 
he might have told him as two ; , but in either event, it is 
plain, the matter was not to be fet right, after the fenfe 
of the Houfe was once' regularly declared. ' 

The Lord Chancellor*; The noble Lord whole opinion totd Chan* 
has been fo much alluded to in thjs debate, I can, from my cellor » 
certain knowledge*, affirm, was fitting in, the body of the 
Houfe, on one. of .the middle benches, at the ioftant the 
queftion, was put, and had not then retired behind the 
throve*,- ~. . ( .. : ; . ;.. , * \ . . . 

The Duke of Richmond* I have been to' (peak with the Duk« of 
appellant at the bar,_ and he feems fatisfied, by what has*****"'* . 
pafled this day, % tbat the numbers in the Houfe were equal ; 
he. defires, therefore, to . withdraw his petition, and decline 
giving , your Lordfliips any further trouble* 
May 23. 

.The Houfe refolved itfelf into & committee on the bill 
for amending and explaining the Speaker's warrant bill. 
A trifling amendment was offered to be made to the Bttt 
enabling claufe, on which the Earl of Sandwich ofyferved, 
as there were no fads proved at their Lordfhips bar to 
fubftantiate the allegations fet forth in the preamble, it was 
imppflible their Lordfhips could longer entertain the bill, 
confident with their own rights, and the ufual eftablifhecf 
modes of proceeding. 

The Earl of. Denbigh fupportedthe bill ; contending, as fori *t ' 
no punifhment would be in Aided by the bill, but barely £«%** 
witholding the jfluing of the writ during the recefs* as \ 
preparatory to fuller and more fubftantiai proofs, no evi- 
dence was neceffary* ...... * '. . / 

An altercation now enfued between the two noble Lords, 
till at length the Lord Chancellor rofe, and treated the Lord Chan- 
Houfe of Commons with great afperity ; pbfervirig, among cello*, 
other things, that the Commons had learned to treat the 
Lords with a degree of (Jifrefpeft and contempt that ought 
not to be tamely borne, or. let to pafs .without notice; 
that in the, prefent inftance they had fhcwrt the higbeft and 
moft iinbecftm»ng;indignity ; and for thofe reafons moved, 
that the Chairman do now leave the chair. The debate now 
became genera), till at length Lord Sandys moved for a 
conference?. ..This gave a vifible turn to the appearance of 
things, . , .,; ... «. 

Yoi,U. * * The, 
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l ^ lke i Tfe Dilk:c of Afc * fl ^ ftr ^P ** a g ai n tt » hafty- decifiori 
mucky*. j n a m ^ er ^ Mf^jj n i ctt y ^ j difficulty, and moved to hive 

the preamble and the firft ena&ing claufe of the bill read, 
A doubt which Was the proper mode of proceeding feemed 
for feme minutes to prevail, till Lord Abercorn moved, that 
the Chairman do.leava the chair* and report fern* progrefs ; 
which being agreed to, a refolution was then entered up, 
that a conference be dfcfired with the Commons, to know 
the grounds of cviderite they proceeded on, "relative to the 
amended bill for dtre&ing the Speaker to withoid making 
out his warrant to the CfeHc of the crown, forifluing a 
writ fof «I*&iiiga1*irgels\tO fcrve in Parliament for the bo- 
rough of Shafton, otherwife Shaftefbury, in the county of 
. Wilta. 

The ffoufe having yefterday agreed ~t* fend z meffage t* 
the Commons, dewing to be informed on what ground* 
they paffed a bill for amending and explaining an ad for im- 

Sowering the Speaker, during the recefs of Parliament, to 
iitd Warrants to the Cierk of the crown toiflue writs jfbs 
ele&irig perfons in die froom of fuch members as (hall dici 
fo far as to prevent the iffuing a writ, during the prtfent re- 
cfefe, fo* ele&ing a burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parlia- 
ment for the borough of Shaftefbury. The mafters in chan- 
cery having delivered the faid meflage, Mr. Holfotd ac- 
quainted the Houfe, that he trad a paper in his hand con- 
taming reafans delivered to him by the other jloufe, which 
he read accordingly. The purport of the rations read by 
the Matter was, that they [the Commons] had appointed a 
t feloft committee to try and determine on 6 petition com-t 

plaining of ait trndue ekflton and return for the &id bo- 
rough of Shaftefbary % that in the courfe of rile examina- 
tion of witneffes before the committee, moft hotorioas brifce* 
ry and coirtptkAi had hem proved againft * great tiitfaber 
of -etaflars voting at the faid eleftion ; tfiat the feffon %emg 
nearly temnnwedv anitoofarfpent for the fietdb fo take 
cogniaanc* of the fa£bs s or make a fuH ontyrify frrto the p**» 
cee*mgsaf their commhceo, foas to «c*we to * final deter- 
mination tehitrve to fhfc meat&tres proper to te paf fucfl ogataft 
the cfeterKjueitts, h*d Idtoted the farther eonfiderfetion of 
tht affair till after tfte next weefs ; and that in tfce meait 
time thsy had Aought it expedient to pafo a toll for ptevtat- 
ing the Speaker 'fro* ifcinga mfc, dating the reeeft of 
Parliament far Shafefburft iitt they fiioaid firft. take the 
* report of the committee into confideration* 

The 
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The order of the day wzs then moved for, to go into a 
committee of the whole Houfe on the Speakers warrant 
bill ; and a motion being made, that the contents of the 
iaid written paper, with the minutes' of tjie prqceediifgs of 
the fele£t corpmittee of the Houfe of Commons, be refer- 
red to the committee, Lord Scarfdale took the chair, and tht 
Jjord Chancellor rofe and obferved, fhpt the reafoqs ppw 
tranfmitted by the Houfe of Cpfnmpn^ 3ccomp?pi^d by tb* 
minutes 'of the proceedings of their fele& commjtte^ w^rf 
fufficient to fupport the fads ftated in the preamble of the 
bill ; but that the motive for witfroMiftg the ifrit, in the 
words "it appears therefore iqiprop^r apd inexpedient %<* 
iflue any writ dnrmg thp re^efo", Aifl remains*) unfup- 
ported by any fad or allegation in the bill., His Lordfhip 
therefore moved to leave out thofe words, wbteh being 
agreed to, the Houfe w?3 *gai» refamed, and A©' W)«n£ 
nient propofed by his l*or4<hip uuH*edi#p)y wppfted. 
No other public bu(in$fo« 

• Mty fo ...... 

The King put an end to the fe4ion f See hip Majefty'g 
^eechattheeadof thefirft Viplumc. v , 
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The Following petition was delivered to the earl of Dart* 
mouth, January 18, 1775, to be by his Lordfhio prefentecj 
to his Majefty . 

To the Kin fs moft excellent Majefty. r . 
The petition of your Majefty 9 s tnofl loyal and dutiful your an* 
r cientfubjefts fettled in the province of £{uebeck\ 

Moft humbly fceweth, 

THAT we, upon the faith of your facredMajefty's royal pro- : 
clamation, bearing date the fevtnth day of October, which* 
was in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-three, did cpme and fettle ourfelves in the faid province, 
purchafing houfes and lands, and carrying on extenfive trade, 
commerce and agriculture, whereby the value of the land\ 
and wealth of its inhabitants are more than doubled ; during 
all which time we humbly crave leave to fay that we have 

fiaid a ready and dutiful obedience to government, and have 
ived in peace and amity with your Majefty's new fubjects. 
Neverthelefs we find, and with unutterable grief pre fume to 
fay, that by a late act of Parliament, intitled, * An act for 
the more effectual provifion for the government of the pro- 
vince of Quebeck in North- America,' we are deprived of the 
franchifes granted by your Majefty's royal predeceffors, and 
by us inherited from our fore-fathers ; that we have loft the 
protection of the Englifli laws, fo univerfally admired for 
their wifdom and lenity, and which we have ever held in the 
higheft veneration, and in their ftead the law's of Canada are 
to be introduced, to which we are utter ftrangers, difgraceful 
to us as Britons, and in their confluences ruinous to our 
properties, as we thereby lofe the invaluable privilege of trials 
by juries. That in matters of a criminal nature the habeas 
forpus act is diffolved, and we are fubject to arbitrary fines 
and imprifonment, at the will' Of the governor and council, 
who may at pleafure render the certainty of the criminal laws 
of Ho effect, by the great power that is granted to them of 
piaking alterations in the fame. 

We therefore moft humbly implore your Majefty to take 
unhappy ftate into your rpyal f onfi<Jeration ? and grant 

us 
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us fuch relief as your Majefty in your royal wifdom fhalj. 
think meet. ' * 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 
*>uebec> I2tb Nov. "1774. 



*7i 



ZacMacaulay,-* g 
John Aitkin, i| 
JohnPatterfon, I *• 
Rand.Meredith 
John Lees, 
John Welles, 
S. Fargues, 
T. Walker, -> f 
James Price, J g 
John Blake, I *- 
IfaacTodd, f| 
Alex. Pater fon, J 3. 
John PorteouSjJ 8 
John M'Cord, 
Charles Grant, 
Robert Woolfey, 
Nicholas Bayard, 
C LeMarchant, 
John Painter, 
TKomas M'Cord, 
Henry Grebaffa, 
Robert Willcocks, 
John Renaud, 
Chrifty Cramer, 
(George Gregory, 
Lewis Chaperon, 
Frederick Petty, 
James Cuming, 
WilliafaLaing, 
George Jenkins, 
Francis Smith, 
Alexander Wallace, 
Richard Dobie, 
George Meafam, 
Samuel Jacobs, 
Nicholas Brown, 
Michael Morin, 
William Kay, 
John Lilly, 
John Sunderland* 



J, Grant, 
James Morrifon, 
James Sinclair, 
John Chifliolm, 
James JefFry, 
Robert M'Fie, 
Francis Atkinfon, 
David Shoolbred,* 
Jon. Clarke Minot,, 
Godfrey King, 
John Land. 
Caleb Thome, 
John Lees, junior, 
Robert Jackfon, 
Hugh Ritchie, 
Alexander Lawfon, 
Charles Daily, 
Edw. Manwaring, 
Michael Fltnagan, 
J. Melvin, 
George Munro, 
James Hanna, 
Jofeph Torrey, 
T. Walker, junior, 
James Dyer White, 
John Bell, 
Andrew M'Gill, 
Samuel Holtnes, 
James Blake, x 
James Noel, 
T. M'Murray, 
Allan Paterfon, 
James Symington, 
Abram Holmes, 
John Neagle,- 
Peter Arnoldi, 
Daniel Robertfon, 
Alex. Milmine, 
Thomas Frafer, 
A, Portcous, 



JoTeph Ingo, 
Adam Scott, 
James Fiirlay, 
Pat. M*C1ement, 
William Pantree, 
Jacob Bittez, 
Leach Smith, 
John Saul, 
Francis Anderfon, 
Simon Frafer, 
John Rofs, 
JohnM'Cluer, 
James Woods, 
John Lees, 
Lemuel Bowles, 
Thomas Davidfon, 
Patrick O Donell, 
Archibald Lawford # 
Simon Frafer, jun. 
Richard Vincent, 
Daniel Cameron, 
James Galbraith, 
Roderick M c Leod t 
John White Swift, 
John Bondfield, 
William Callander, 
David Geddes, 
Samuel Morrifon, v 
John Thomifon, 
Alexander Hay,^ 
James Doig, 
Jofeph Bindon, 
Andrew Hayes,- 
George Sifigleton, 
John Storthoufe, 
John Kay, 
D. Salefby Franks, 
J. Richard fon, jun. 
James Loach, 
J&ekiel Solomon?, 
Jameg 
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James Per ry t 
J- Beck, 

Law. Ermatinra-, 
Simon M'Tavah, . 
J. Pullman, 
James Frazer, 
G. Young, 
William Aftby, 
Gavin' Lou rie, 
Phill. Brickman, 
Benjamin Holborn, 
Jofeph Borrel, 
John Connolly, 
John Durocker, 
B. Janis, 
J. Joran, 
Jacob Maurer, 
Simon Levy, 
Edward Chinn, 
Richard M'Neall, 
R, Cruickfhanks, 



John Comfort, 
Adam Wentfel, 
AdamM'Farlain, 
J. Vander Heyden, 
Hinr. Gonnerman, 
John Hare, junior, 
G.WrightKnowles 
Benj. Forbifher, 
William Murray, 
James Anderfon, 
John Trotter, 
Chriflopher Chron, 
William England, 
Me&ach Leeng, 
Thomas Boyd, 
John Mittleberger, 
S. Mittlebcrger, 
Ifeac Judah, 
Peter M'Farlane, 
James May, 
Jacob Scieffelin, 



Benaiah Gibh, 
T. George Walk, 
Michael Phillips, 
C. Dumoulin, 
Francois Dumoulin 
Duncan Gumming, 
William Haywood, 
Robett M'Cajr, 
James Robinfon, 
Jean Bernard, 
Lazarus David, 
P. Boiithillier, 
Richard Walker, 
Jofiah Bleakley, 
Aaron Hart, 
Levy Solonions, 
Alexander Frafer, 
Malcolm Frafer, 
J; M'Cord, junior, 
Henry Dunn. * 



When the New-England reftraining bill had pafled the 
fioufc of Lords, the committee of merchants of London de-» 
puted three of their body, Meffrt, Lane, Meliefon, and 
Bridgen, to prefent the following petition to his Majeftjr 
againfi it. 

T$ the King's mjl ixuUtnt Majt/ty, 
7%i humhlf eddrtfc and pitition $f the mtrchanUy traders* and 

athits tf the city of London, concerned in the commerce $fbt*rtb- 

Jhnerica. 

We your Majefty's dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the mer- 
chants, traders, and others, concerned in tbp pemmerc* of 
North-America, beg leave to approach and humbly to lay be- 
fore your Majefty tbofe grievances, from the weight of which 
we are obliged to feek refuge in your royal wifdom and jtiftiet. 
An application of this extraordinary nature, we hope will 
not be attributed to apy defign on our part tp difturb your 
Majefty's government, but to our prefent uncommon firffer- 
jngs, die feverity of which is aggravated by the propped of 
future calamities* 

1 t I i ■ I ,i M i U , , , i ; l l | 

* The petition to the Houfe of Lord* (/te page ijj tfml. II.) 
and to the Houie of Commons (f#WA79 tf*A* 1) were figsed 
by the feme perfant, 

We 
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We are conftrained, with very deep concern, to obferve, 
that the mmifters of your Majefty have, for fome years paft, 
adopted a new mode of government, with regard to the colo- 
nies $ a mode which ha$ created great difquietude in the 
minds of your Majefty's American fubje&s, and has been 
productive of repeated interruptions of the valuable commerce 
carried on between this country and America. An evil of 
fuch magnitude awakes us from that filence which we have 
aitherto obferved, in confidence that your Majefty's minifters, 
perceiving the efte&s of this fatal innovation, would revert 
at length to thfefe wife regulations by which the government 
of the colonies had been fuccefsfttliy adminiftered. In the 
meafurea of late purfued, we have the unhappinefs to find 
that experience has been difregarded ; and that the mifchiefii 
retaking from this error, which by the application of feafona- 
bie and moderate remedies might have been prevented, have 
been ftjffered to grow to a degree of alarming Jnmeracy. 
The interruption of commerce, the diftrefs of manufacturers* 
the diminution of your Majefty's revenues, are mifchtefs 
which are k>ft in the contemplation of more -difa#rous con- 
fequences, the alienated affe&kwis of your Majefty's fubje&s 
in America, and the horrors of a civil war. 

If the fubjodU of your Majefty in North America have 
been led into any ads of extravagance, we confide in your 
Majefty'* jaftice to explain their prefent proceedings by that 
loyalty which has difynguifced them upon former occafions. 
Your, Majefty will cftimate their condu& by the integrity of 
their intentions ; and if they have been betrayed by repeated 
provocation-, or excefttve punifliment, into any meafurea which 
may not be approved, your Majefty will impute them to their 
true oaufe, and will make a juft diftin&ion between the tur- 
bulence of a faftion,. *nd the eager contentions of a free peo- 
ple. 

To enforce thfis fyftem of feverity towards the colonies, an 
aft has been paflfedby both Hetrfes of Parliament, and is noW" 
iwaitwiig your Majefty « royal imerrt ; * to reftratn the trade 
and commerce of ^he province of Maflachufets Bay and New 
Hampftrire,, and colonies of Conne&tcut and Rhode Ifland,. 
and Providence plantation in North America, to Great Bri- 
tain, fft&fnA, and the Brktth filands in the Weft Indies ; 
and Id prdhttrk fuch provinces and colonies from carrying on 
any fiflaery on the banks of Newfoundland, &c.' 

Sy <*e %ipet«tten of ^hfe «A, many thousands of your Ma- 
jefty^ fabje&a ij* thofie province!, %eneft of their occupation, 
and in. v**h 4efiftws Of exerting thek ufual induftry, will 

cither 
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cither remain a burthen on the community, or fuffer tttChi-* 
felves to be hurried away by a fpirit of enterprising defpair/ 
The Iofs they will fuftain by the interruption of fo valuable a 
branch of their commerce, will be aggravated by the want 
9 ef provifions which they derive from tha* fource. Tiieir 

minds already too much irritated * will be ftill more inflamed $ 
and to their other caufes of difcontent will be added the 
ftrong and irrefiftible impulfe of famine. So forcible an in- 
centive, it is fcarcely to be fuppofcd that human nature can 
whhftand. The mofi moderate will at length give way to 
the impatience of complaint ; the moft loyal will forget their 
duty, in the fevere conflict of obedience and neceffity. 

We are fenfible indeed, from the imperfect inftitution of 
human judicatures, that it is not poflible in all cafes to dif- 
criminate the innocent from the guilty. But no arguments, 
in our apprehenfion, can juftify a mode of punifhment that 
involves thoufands, who confefledly are not guilty of the 
offence for which it is in Aided ; a punifhment that is not to 
be averted by the future deportment of the unfortunate perfons 
, who are the innocent victims- of it, but which may be en- 
' tailed upon them for ever, by the prefevering refinance of their 
neighbours. 

The impolicy of this act, we apprehend, will afford an 
argument no lefs weighty to induce your Majefty to withold 
.your affent from it. It muft be admitted, if the European 
market could be fupplied by the merchants of Great Britain 
or Ireland, that it cannot be fupplied upon the fame terms, 
and confequently that it will create an opening for the French 
to interfere and rival us in that beneficial commerce. Nor 
can it be urged that they are prevented from fo doing by the 
limits to which their fifhery is confined ; for it is not improba- 
ble but that they may take a fufficient quantity of fifh within 
their own limits to lupply the European market ; and even if 
that were not the cafe, they would undoubtedly effecl: it by 
other means. Whatever reliance may be placed in theory 
.upon the invifibie lines drawn by treaty, as the boundaries 
of the right of fifhery, we are well acquainted by experience, 
how eafily thofe limits are eluded or tranfgrefled. .But if this 
profitable branch of trade fhould be once interrupted, i% will 
be as a river diverted from its courfe j and' will either lofe 
itfelf entirely, or wander into new channels, from, whence no 
human effort can recall it» •..••,.•; 

. We therefore rnoft humbly pray your MaJefty to withhold 
your royal affent from an a&, which is no- lefs repugnant to 
good policy than juftice. We acknowledge the many blef- 

fings 
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fings which we and our anceftors have enjoyed under the 
princes of your Majefty's illuftrious houfe; and feeling an 
unsigned fatisfa&ion in the paternal regard which your Ma- 
jefly has repeatedly expreffed for the welfare and happinefs of 
all your fubjedb, with the greater confidence we in treat the 
exertion of that juft and neceffary prerogative, which the 
conftitution has wifely placed in your Majefty's hand*. Per- 
mit us at the fame time to exprefs our wiihes, that your Ma- 
jefty may temper with clemency thofe rigorous meafures with 
which your American fubje&s are threatened. The benevo- 
lence of your Majefty will infpire you upon this occafidn with 
a recolle&ion of the high deferts of the anceftors of this un- 
fortunate people ; who flying from the houTe of bondage, and 
guided by the fpirit of freedom and their own enlightened 
confeience, traverfed the vaft ocean, and encountered all thjp 
perils of a dreary wildernefs. 

Your Majefty will contemplate likewife the extenfive be- 
nefits gradually derived from their patient induftry and per- 
feverance j and weighing the great commercial advantages 
that for mafiy years have accrued to thefe kingdoms from the. 
American colonies, and the dreadful confequences of the dif» 
orders which now diftraft them, will purfue .fuch lenient 
meafures as can alone reftore true harmony, and promote the 
happinefs and profperityof the Brittfh empire. 

— , > j . 

The following petition of the People called Quakers, was 
alfo^refented to his Majefty^ by four refpe&able perfons of 
their body. 

To George the Third, king of Great Britain and the dominions 
thereunto belonging. 
The addrefs and petition of the people called Quakers ■. 
May it plerfe the-King i 

Gratefully fenfible of the prote&ion and indulgence we 
enjoy under thy government, and with hearts full of anxious 
concern for thy happinefs, and the profperity of this great em- 
pire, we beg leave to approach thy royal prefence. 

Prompted by the affe&ion we bear to our brethren and fel- 
low fubje&s; impreffed with an apprehenfion of calamities 
in" which the whole BritHJi empire may be involved ; and 
moved by an ardent defire to promote thy royal intention of 
effe&ing a happy reconciliation with thy people in America* 
we befeech thy gracious regard to our petition. 

From the intercourfe fubfifting between us and our brethren 
abroad, for the advancement of piety and virtue, we are per- 
fuaded there are not in -thy extenfive dominions, fubje&a 
more loyal and more j&ealoufly attacked to thy royal perfon, 

Vpl.II. A a thy 
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fhy family, and government, than in the provinces of Ame- 
rica, and amongft all religious denominations. 

We prefume not to juftify the excefles committed, nor to 
enquire into the caufes which may have produced them, but 
influenced by the principles of that religion which proclaims 
* peace on earth and good will to men/ we humbly befeech 
thee to ftay the fword ; that means may be tried to effect 
without bloodfoed, and all the evils of inteftine war, a firm 
and lafting union with our fellow fubje&s in America. 

Great and arduous as the tafk may appear, we truft men 
may be found in this country, and in America, who, pro- 
perly authorized, would, with a zeal and ardour becoming 
an objeel: fo important, endeavour to compofe the prefent diN 
ferences, and eftablifli a happy and permanent reconciliation, 
,£n that firm foundation, the reciprocal intereft of each part 
of the Britifh empire. 

That the Almighty, by whom kings reign, and princes de- 
cree juftice, may make thee the happy inftrument of perpe- 
tuating harmony and concord through the feveral parts of thy 
extenfive dominions ; that thy clemency and magnanimity 
niay be admired in future generations, and a long fucceflion 
.of thy defcendants fill, with honour to themielves, and hap- 
pinefs to a grateful people, the throne of their anceftors, is 
the fervent prayer of thy faithful fubje&s. 

The Addrefs, remonftrance and petition of the city of 
Londpn, to the King, April 10, 1775. 

To the King's mojl excellent Maje/fy. " 
The bumble addrejs y remonftrance, and petition of the Lord 
Mayor y aldermen^ and livery of the city of London, in com- 
mon-hall ajfembled. 

We your Majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjefrs, the Lord 
Mayor, aldermen, and livery of the city of London, beer 
leave to approach the throne, and to declare our abhorrence! 
of the meafurcs which have been purfued, and are now pur- 
suing, to the oppreffion of our fellow fubjeas in America. 
Thefe meafures are big with all the confequences which can 
alarm a free and commercial people: A deep and perhaps 
fatal wound to commerce ; the ruin of manufactures j the 
diminution of the revenue, and confequent increafe of taxes ; 
the alienation of the colonies $ and the blood of your Majefty's 
fubje&s. J J 

But your petitioners look wjth lefs horror at the confe- 
quences, than at the purpofe of thofe meafures. Not de- 
ceived by the fpecipus artifice of calling defpotifm, dignity, 
they plainly perceive, that the real purpofe -is, to eftablifli 
grbitrarv powcj over all America, t ? 

Vouf 
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V our petitioners conceive the liberties of the wholfc to W 
inevitably connected with thofe of every part of an empire 
founded on the common rights of mankind. They cannot 
therefore obferve, without the greateft concern and alarm* 
the cbnftitution fundamentally violated in any part of your 
Majefty's dominions. They efteem rt an effentiaL unaltera- 
ble principle of liberty, the fourceand fecurity of all coriftitu- 
tional rights— -that no part of the dominion can be taxed with- 
out being reprefented. Upon this great leading 'principle* 
they moft ardently wifli t6 fee their fellow fubjecte in America" 
fecured in what their humble petition to your Majefty prays 
for, peace, liberty, and fafety. Subordination in commerce* 
under which the colonies have always chearfully acquiefced, 
is, they conceive, all that this country ought in juftice to re- 
quire. From this fubordination fuch advantages flow, by alf 
the profits of their commerce centering here, as fully com- 
pensate this nation for the expence incurred, to which the^ 
alfo contribute in men and money for their defence and pro- 
tection during a general war j and in their provincial wars 
they have manifefted their readinefs and refolutiori to defend 
themfelves. To require more of them would, for this rea- 
fon, derogate from -the juftice and magnanimity which hav* 
been hitherto the pride and character of this country. 

It is therefore with the deepeft concern, that we have feert 
the facred fecurity of representation in their aflemblies wrefted 
from them, the trial b,y Jury aboliflied, and the odious poweVa 
of excife extended to all cafes of revenue ; the fan&uary of y 
their houfes laid open to violation at the will and plea fu re of 
every officer and fervant in the cuftoms ; the difpenfation of 
juftice corrupted, by rendering their judges dependent for 
their feats and falaries on the will of the crown ; liberty and 
life rendered precarious by fubje&ing them to be dragged ovei 
the ocean, and tried for treafon or felony here ; where the di- % 

fiance, making it impoflible for the moft guiltlefs to maintain! 
his innocence, muft deliver him up a victim to minifterial ven- 
geance ; foldiers and others in America have been inftigated to 
wed the blood of the people, by eftabliflung a mode of trial 
which holds out impunity for fuch murder. The capital of 
New England has been punifhed with unexampled rigour, un- 
tried and unheard, involving the innocent and the fufpe&ed in 
one common and inhuman calamity ; chartered rights have 
been taken away, without any forfeiture proved, in order to ' 
deprive the people of every legal exertion againft the 
tyranny of their rulers — the habeas corpus a&, and trial 
ty J ur 7> navtf been fuppreffed ; and FVench defpotic go- 
vernment, with the Roman Catholic religion, have been 
cfiabliihed by law* over an extenfiye part of y9ur Ma* 
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jefty's dominions in America ; dutiful petitions for redrefs 
of thofe grievances, from all your Majefty's American fub- 
je&s have been fruitlefs. 

To fill up the meafures of thefe opreffiions, an army has 
been fent to enforce them. 

Superadded to this, meafures are now planned upon the 
moft mercilefs policy of ftatving our fellow fubje&s into a 
total furrender of their liberties, and an unlimited fubmif- 
fion to arbitrary government. 

Thefe grievances have driven your Majefty's faithful 
fubje&s to defpair, and compelled them to have recourfe 
. to that refiftance which is juftified by the great principles 
of the conftitution, a&uated by which, at the glorious pe- 
riod of the revolution, our anceftors transferred the impe- 
rial crown of thefe realms from theJPopifh and tyrannic 
race of the Stuarts, to the illuftrious and Proteftant Houfe 
of Brunfwick. 

Your petitioners are perfuaded, that thefe meafures origi- 
nate in the fecret advice of men who are enemies equally 
/ to your Majcfty's title and to the liberties of your people. 
That your Majefty's minifters carry them into execution 
by the fame fatal corruption which has enabled them to 
wound the peace and violate the conftitution of this coun- 
try — thus they poifon the fountain of public fecurity, and 
-render that body which fhould be the guardian of liberty, 
a formidable instrument of arbitrary power. 

Your petitioners do therefore moft earneftly befeech your 
Majefty to difmifs immediately, and for ever, from your 
councils, thofe minifters and advifers, as the firft ftep 
towards a full redrefs of thofe grievances which alarm and 
afflift your whole people. So fhall peace and commerce be 
t feftored, and the confidence a,nd affefiion of all your 

Majcfty's fubje&s be the folid fupporters of your throne. 
The King's anjwer. 

It is with the utmoft aftoniflinient that I find any of my 
fubjeds capable of encouraging the rebellious difpofition 
which unhappily exifts in fome of my colonies in North 
America. 

Having entire confidence in the wifdom of my Parlia- 
ment, the great council of the nation, I will fteadiiy pur- 
fue thofe meafures which they have recommended for the 
fupport of the conftitutional rights of Great -Britain, and 
the prote&im of the commercial interefts of my kingdoms. 

i LIST 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[i8i J 

L I ST 

Of the moft njaterjial ACTS paifed in this Sefiion. 



A 



N aft to allow the importation of Indian corn, 
for duty on malt, cyder, &c. 
land tax 3s. 



_**__.«> for regulation of marine^ on (core, 

— » to repeal an ail preventing the exportation of 
wool cards. 

— — -— topuni(h mutiny and defertion. 

» — — — for the importation of Irifli provisions and potatoes. 

— — — — for pay and cloathing the. militia. 

— — ■ — .to reftrain the trade and commerce of the provin- 
ces of Maflachufet's Bay and New Hampfliire, 
and colonies of Connecticut and Rhode ifland, 
and Providence Plantation in North America, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britifli iflands in 
the Weft Indies $ and to prohibit fuch provin- 
ces and colonies from carrying on any fi&ery on 
th« banks of Newfoundland, or other places there- 
in mentioned, under certain conditions and li- 
mitations. 

——.——to enable the commiffioners to charge further tax- 
es for draining Bedford Level. 

— —for the relief and employment of the poor in 

-Norfolk. 

»» »»-to explain an aflfor preventing combinations and 
abufes in journeymen dyers, &c, &c, &c. " 
to puniftt mutiny and defertion- in America. 
-to indemnify perfons omitting to qualify. 
—to reftrain the trade and commerce of the colo- 
nies of New Jerfey, Penfylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and South Carolina, to Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the Britifli iflands in die Weft In- 
dies, under certain conditions and limitations, 
-for relief and employment of the. poor in Mary- 
bone, Middlefex. 
-for building offices in Lincolns Inn. 



-for building a County gaol at Hertford, 
-for apointiiifr commiffioners of land tax. 



— — «-for admeafuring waggons ufed in loading coals 

on board ihips. - d^z* *Goode 

An c 
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An ad 'for reviving an aft relative to the Mac Gregoafi 
of Scotland. 
■ — for giving fees to an officer to ftamp weights fof 
gold, 
to repeal an aft againft ere&ing cottages. 

» -for fettling Buckingham Houfe with the appur- 

tenances upon the Queen, in cafe (he (hall fur- 
vive his Majefty, in lieu ofr his Majefty's pa- 
lace of Somerfet Houfe ; felling Ely Houfe in 
Holbourn, and applying the money in building 
public offices in Somerfet Houfe, and embanking 
the Thames within the bounds of the Savoy, 
for lowering the duties on rape feed, 
for thd importation of goat (kins, 
-not to iffue a new writ of eleftion for Shaf- 
telbury. 

to charge imported painted earthen ware with a 
duty. 

— — ■ to raife a Aim of money . by exchequer bills. 

__to enable juftices of the peace to adminifter oaths. 

■ -for a lottery. 

* * for granting a fum of money out of the (inking 
fund. 

to continue an aft obliging the Eaft India com- 
pany to export a certain value of the manufac- 
tures of Great Britain. 

-for cloathing the troops in Ireland and granting 
a bounty on flax feed imported into Ireland,., 
-for licenfing a play houfe at Manchefter. 
,-alc duty in Scotland, 
.-to reftrain promjflary notes of fmall fums. 

■ ■ -for the univerfities of England, Scotland,: and 

the colleges of Wcftminfter, Eaton, and \Vin- 



cheftcr, to hold in perpetuity their copy right in 
books. 



INDEX 
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ACT. See Provifional. 
Afts, lift of, pafled, 181 

Addrefs, motion to amend, a 
Proteft on, ibid. 

t—— joint, of both Houfes, 
declaring the American colo- 
nies in rebellion, conference 
and debate on, 54 to 59. Pro- 
tefts againft, 59 

BiJl to retrain filhery and trade of 
New England,read,69; com- 
mitted and debated 73 to 96; 
amended 97 ; pro^eft againft 
99 ; amendment rejected by 
the Commons, 103 

r— -Manchefter, play houfe, 
112, 122; protefts againft, 
112, 132 

•—Speaker's warrant, on Shaf- 
tefbury ele&ion, 169 

*— Earl of Chatham's, for fet- 
tling the troubles in Ameri- 
ca, 18 

■ Lord Camden's, for repeal- 
ing Quebeck acl, 1 38 

Bofton, motion to withdraw the 
troops from, 9 

Braunfton enclofure, 1 03 to 1 1 2, 
1 17 to 122 

Broughton, Sir T. See Mottif- 
font, 

Buckingham Houfe, meflage 
refpe&ing,' 103 

fommons, members of, mo- 
tion to admit, 4 

Conference on joint addrefs, 34 

i t ' N ew England reftrain- 
ing bill, 103 

Divifibn, miftake in. See Mot- 
tisfont. 

--See Minority. 



Davis, Mr. his evidence, 72 

^Evidence againft New England 
retraining bill, 70 

Grange de Lynge. See Tythe. 

Guincs, Count de, his memo- 
rial referred to, 17 

Jenkins, Mr. S. his evidence, 70 

Induftry. See Poor 

JGng, his anfwer to the addrefs, 4 

— petition! to, 172 

£i£ of a& paffed, ity 



Lifter, Mr. his evidence, 72 
Manchefter play houfe bill, na, 

122 to 132 
Mansfield, Lord, interferes 1* 

public bufinefs, 42, 44, 46, 

48, 50 V 

Memorial of Count de Guinea* 

referred to, 1 7 
— ; -from New York, re* 

jecled, 160 
Minority, lifts of 17, 33, 63, 99, 

Mottisfont, cafe of, prayed to be 
re- heard, 160 to 169 

New York, memorial from, re- 
jected, ip to 160 

Pallifer, Sir H. his evidence, 7a 

Petition from London merchants, 
againft New England reftraia- 
ing bill, offered to be prefen- 
ted, 3S » prefented, 69 

— — from Quebeck, 133 

Petitions to the King, 172; 
from Quebeek, 172; from 
London merchants, 174; from 
the Quakers, 177- from *he 
city of London, 178 

Plan for fettling troubles an 
America, 18 

Poor, houfe of induftry for f 1x2 

' to 117 

Proteft againft addrefs, a 

% againft the joint addrefi^ 

declaring the American colo* 
nies in rebellion, 59 ; againft 1 
New England reftraining hill,, 
99; againft Manchefter play 
houfe bill, 112, 13a 

Provifional ad propofed by th* 
Earl of Chatham, for fettling 
tfee troubles in America, 18 

Reftraining bill. See-BilL 

Ryfom. See Tythe, 

Shuldham, Admiral, his evi- 
dence, 72 

Spaniards, their armament, 141 
to 146 

Strangers, motion to admit, 4 

Troops at Bofton, motion to 
withdraw them, 9 

Tythe caafe, 63 to 68 
Wajfon, Mr, B, his evidence, 71 
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Abercorn,. Earl of, 105, in 
Abingdon, Earl of, 96 
Apijey, Lord, 5, 64, 98, 161, 

164, 169, 171 
Bangor, Bilhop of, 131 
Briltol, Earl of, 142, 146 
Buckinghainlhire, Earl of, 97, 

115, 152 
Camden, Lord, 13, 28, ;0j 58, 

68, 79, 89, 1 ©6, 108, 134, 

151, 154, 161 
Canterbury, Archbilhop of, 64, 

I2i f 129, 146 
Carlille, tar! of, 75, 124 
Cathcart, Lord, 106 
Chandos, Duke of, 161 
Chatham, Earl of, 5, 14, 17, 

Dartmouth, Earl of, 23, 35,59, 

99» *39» £ 5 2 
Denbigh, Earl of, sj f -66, 77, 

152, 169 

Dudley, Lord Vifcount, 78, 

106, 112, 122, 130 
Effingham, Earl of, 99, 154 
Fauconbtrg, Earl of, 107, 122 
Cower, Earl of, 15, 26, 2j a 30, 

Sh i*9' \33> *5** *«. 161 
Grafton, Duke of, 26, 41, 88,94 
HiiMborough, Earl of, 1, 30, 

115, 152* 16* r$7 
Le Defpencer, Lord, 65, 67 
London, Bifhopof, 123 



Lyttclton, Lord, 4, 1 2, 24, 44, 
47,58, 106, 114, 125, 131, 

*4*» *44 

Mancheiler, Duke of, 4, 33, $7, 

75»77, 78,97i9 8 » X1 3> "8, 

141, 152, 170 
Mansfield, Lord, 37, 42,46,40, 

58, 67, 150, 154, 162, 167 
Northington, Earl of, 166 
Peterborough, Bifhopof, 54, 10 j 
Pom fret, Earl of, 36 
Radnor, Earl of, 93, 94, 106, 

ii2 f 124, 127, 131 
Rochford, Earl of, 15, 17,48, 

141 
Richmond, Duke of, 2,16,31, 

4* 5°' 53r57> i4°»i$3» l6o > 
163, 164, 169 
Rockingham, Marquis of, i£, 

35» 73» 95 
Sandwich, Earl of, 2$ 9 59, 89, 

103, 105, 106, 109, 111,112, 

117, 145, 1 46, 153 
Sandys, Lord, no 
Shelburne, Earl of, n„ 25,43, " 

48, 50, 54, 90, 147, 154, 162 
Suffolk, Earl of, 10, 92, 93 
Temple, Earl, $^ 
Townfhend, Lord Vifcount, 15 
Walpole, Lord, 113 
Weymouth, Lord, 17, 108, no, 

111,119 



INDEX to theLORDS NAMES, who Protefted. 



Abergavenny, 60, 63, 99 
Abingdon, 6t>, 63, 99 
Archer, 60, 63, 99 
■ Camden, 4, 60, 63, 99 
Cholmondeley, 60, 63, 99 
Courtenay, 60, 63, 99 
Craven 60, 63, 99 
Devonfhire, 99 
Effingham, 60, 63, 99^ 
Fitzwilliam, 6q 9 63, 99 
Leinfter 99 
Manchester, 99 
Portland, 4, 60,63,^9 



^onfonby, [Befborough] 4, 6o» 

6 3» 99 
Radnor, 112, 132 
Richmond, 4, 60, 63, 99 
Rockingham, 4,60,63, 99 
Scarborough, 60^63, 99 
Stamford, 4 * 
Stanhppe, 4, 60, 63, 99 
•Tankerville,'6o, 63, 99 
Torrington, 4, 60, 63, 99 . 
Wycombe, [Shelburne] 4, 6o r 

$h 99 



*♦* For Djvifions. fee Minority in the Ini«i 
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*fo authentic Cop} of the Charter granted by their 
Majefties King William and Queen Mary, to the 
Inhabitants of the province of the Maflachufets 
Bay, in New England. 



WILLIAM and Mary, by the grace of God, of Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, King and 
Queen, defenders of the faith, &c. To all to whom 
thefe prefents fhall come, greeting. Whereas his late Ma* 
jefty King James the Firft, our royal predeceflbr, by his let- 
ters patents under the great feal of England, bearing date at; 
Weftminfterthe third day of November, in the eighteenth year 
of his reign, did give and grant unto the council eftablifhed at 
Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, 
ordering, and governing of New-England, in America, and 
to their fucceflors and afligns, all that part of America lying 
and being in breadth from forty degrees of northerly latitude, 
from the equinoctial line, to the forty-eighth degree of the feid 
northerly latitude, inclufively, and in length of and within 
all the breadth aforefaid, throughout all the main tends, from 
fea to fea, together alfo with all the firm lands, foils, grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, fifhings, mines, and minerals, 
as well royal mines of gold and filver, as other mines and mi- 
nerals, precious ftones, quarries, and all and lingular other 
commodities, jurifdiftions, royalties, privileges, franchifes, 
and preheminences, both within the faid trafl: of land 
Upon the main, and alfo within the iflands and feas adjoin- 
ing. Provided always, that the faid lands, iflands, or any 
the premiffes, by the faid letters patents intended and meant 
to be granted, were not then aftually poffeffed or inhabited 
by any other Chriftian prince or ftate, or within the bounds 
limits, or territories of the fouthern colony, then before 
granted by the faid late King James the Firft, to be 
planted by divers of his fubjects in the fouth parts. To 

A have 
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have and to hold, poffefs and enjoy ^ all and Angular the 
aforefaid continent, lands, territories, lflands, hereditaments, 
and precinfts, feas, waters, fifhings, with all and all man- 
ner of their commodities, royalties, liberties, preheminences, 
and profits, that fhould from thenceforth arife from thence, 
with all and fingular their appurtenances, and every part 
and parcel thereof, Unto the faid council, and their fuccef- 
fors and affigns, for ever, to the fole and proper ufe and be- 
nefit of the laid council, and their fucceilors and affigns, for 
ever : to be holden of his faid late Majefty, .King James the 
Firft, his heirs and fucceffors, as of his manor of Eaft- 
Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common foe- 
cage, and not in capite, nor by knights fervice. Yielding 
and paying therefore to the faid late King, his heirs and fuc- 
ceffors, the fifth part of the. ore of gold and filver, which 
fhould, from time to time, and at all times then after, hap- 
pen to be found, gotten, had, and obtained, in, at, or with- 
in any of the faid lands, limits, territories, or precinfts, or 
1 in, or within any part or parcel thereof, for or in refpeft of 
all and all manner of duties, demands, and fervices whatfo- 
.ever, to be done, made, or paid to the faid late King James 

• the Firft, his heirs and fucceffors, (as in and by the faid let- 
ters patents, amongft fundry other claufes, powers, privileges, 
and grants therein contained, more at large appeareth). 
And whereas the faid council eftablifhed at Plymouth, in the 
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and go- 
verning of New-England, in America^ did, by their deed 
indented under their common feal, bearing date the nine- 
teenth day of March, in the third year of the reign of our 
royal grandfather King Charles the Firft, of ever bleffed me- 
mory, give, grant, bargain, fell, infeoff, alien, and confirm 

. to Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Knights, Thomas 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon 
Whetcombe, their heirs and afligns, and their affociates^ 
for ever, all that part of New England, in America afore- 
faid, which lies and extends between a great river there, 
commonly called Monomack, alias Merimack, and a certain 
other river there, called Charles River, being in a bottom of 
a certain bay there, commonly called Maffachuiets, alias 
Mattachufetts, alias Maffatufetts Bay. And alfo, all and 
fingular thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever, lying 
within the fpace of three Englifh miles, on the fouth part of 
the laid Charles River, or of any and every part thereof. And 

alio, 
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THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY. 

alio, all and'fingular the lands and hereditaments whatfoever, 
Wing and being within the fpace of three Englifh miles to the 
louthward of the fouthermoft part of the faid bay called Maffa- 
chufets, alias Mattachufetts, alias Mafiatufetts Bay, And alfo, 
all thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever, which lie and be 
within the fpace of three Englifh miles to the northward of 
the faid river called Monomack, alias Merimack, or to the 
northward of any and every part thereof; and all lands and 
hereditaments wnatfoever, lying within the limits aforefaid, 
north and fouth in latitude, and in breadth, and in length, 
and longitude, of and within all the breadth aforefaid, 
throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantick and 
Wefterh Sea and Ocean on the eaft part, to the South Sea 
on the weft part; and all lands and grounds, place and 
places, foils, woods, and wood-grounds, havens, ports, ri- 
vers, waters, fifhings, and hereditaments whatfoever, lying 
within the faid bounds and limits, and every part and par- 
cel thereof. And alfo, all iflands lying in America aforefaid, 
in the faid feas, or either of them, on the weftern or eaftern 
coafts or parts of the faid trafts of land, by the faid inden- 
ture mentioned to be given and granted, bargained, fold, 
enfeoffed, aliened, and confirmed, or any of them. And 
alfo, all mines and minerals as well royal mines of 
gold and filver, as other mines and minerals whatfoever, 
in the faid lands and premiifes, or any part thereof ; and 
all jurifHictionsj rights, royalties,, liberties, freedoms, im- 
munities, privileges, franchifes, preheminences, and commo-' 
dities whatfoever, which they the faid council, cftablifhed at 
Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, rul- 
ing, ordering and governing of New-England, in America, 
then had, or might ufc, exercife, or enjoy, in or within the 
faid lands and premiifes, by the fame indenture mentioned to 
be given, granted, bargained, fold, enfeoffed, and confirm- 
ed, in or within any part or parcel thereof. To have and 
to hold the faid part of New-England, in America, which 
lies and extends, and is abutted, as aforefaid, and every part 
and parcel thereof ; and all the faid iflands, rivers, ports, 
havens, waters, fifhings, mines, minerals, jurifdi&ions, 
franchifes, royalties, liberties, privileges, commodities, he- 
reditaments, and premiifes whatfoever, with the appurtenan- 
ces, unto the faid Sir Henry Rofwell, . Sir John Young, 
Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and 
Simon Whitcombe, their heirs and affigns, and their afibci- 
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ates for ever, to the only proper and abfolute ufe and behoof 
of the faid Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Thomas. 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon 
Whitcombe, their heirs and affigns, and their aflbciates, for 
evermore. To be holden of our faid royal grandfather, 
King Charles the Firft, his heirs and fucceflbrs, as of his ma- 
nor of Eaft-Greenwich in the county of Kent, in free and 
common foccage, and not in capita nor by knights fervice ; 
yielding and paying therefore, unto our faid royal grandfa- 
ther, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the fifth part of the ore of gold 
and filver, which (hould, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, happen to be found, gotten, had and obtained in 
, any of the faid lands within the faid limits, or in or within 
any part thereof, for and in fatisfa&ion of all manner of du- 
ties, demands, and fervices whatfoever, to be done, made, 
or paid to our faid royal grandfather, his heirs and fuccef- 
fors, (as in and by the faid recited indenture may more at 
large appear). And whereas our faid royal grandfather, in 
and by his letters patents, under the great feal of England, 
bearing date at Weftminfter r,he fourth day of March, in the 
fourth year of his reign, for the confideration therein men- 
tioned, did grant and confirm unto the faid Sir Henry Rof- 
well, Sir John Young, Thomas Southcott, John Hum- 
phreys, John Endicott, and Simon Whetcombe, and to 
their aflbciates after named, viz. Sir Richard Sal tenftal I, 
knight, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Mat- 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, IncreafeKnowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaflal, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
Jolm Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaflal, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their 
heirs and afligns, all the faid part of New-England, in 
America, lying and extending between the bounds and li- 
mits in the faid indenture exprefled, and all lands and 
grounds, place and places, foils, woods, and wood-grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, mines, minerals, jurifdic- 
tions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, 
privileges, franchtfes, preheminencies, and hereditaments 
whatfoever, bargained, fold, enfeoffed, and confirmed, or 
mentioned or intended to be given* granted, bargained, 
fold, enfeoffed, aliened,, and confirmed to them the faid 
Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humphreys, John Endicott, ajid Simo*! Whetcombe, 
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THE' MASSACHUSETTS BAY. 
their heirs and affigns, and to their afibciates, for ever, by 
the faid recited indenture. To have and to hold the faid 
part of New-England, in America, and other the premiffe* 
thereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed, and every 
part aqd parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, to the faid 
Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenftall, 
Thomas JSouthcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, 
Simon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John 
Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe 
Noweli, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaffall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas 
Hutchins, William Vaffall, William Pincheon, and George 
Foxcroft, their heirs and affigns, for ever, to their only 
proper and abfolute ufe and behoof, for evermore: to be' 
holden of our faid royal grandfather, his heirs and fuccef- 
fors, as of his manor of Eaft-Grecnwich aforefaid, in free 
and common foccage, and not in capita nor by knights fer- 
vice ; and alfo yielding and paying therefore, to our faid roy- 
al grandfather, his heirs and (ucceflbrs, the fifth part only of 
all the orb of gold and filver which, from time to time, and 
at all times after, fhculd be there gotten, had, or obtained, for 
all fervices, exactions, and demands whatfoever, according 
to the tenor and refervatipn in the faid recited indenture ex- 
preffed, And further, our faid royal grandfather, by the faid 
letters patents, did give and grant unto the faid Sir Henry 
Rofwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenftall, Thomas 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whet- ' 
combe, Ifaac Johnfon, Saipuel Alderfey, John Venn, Mat* 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Noweli, Richard 
Pfrry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaflall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
tohn Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaffall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs 
and affigns, all that faid part of New-England, in America, 
which lies and extends between a great river there, common* 
ly called Monomack, alias Merimack river, and a certain 
other river there, called Charles River, being in the bottom 
of a certain Bay there, commonly called Maffachufets, alias 
Mattacbufetts, alias Maffatufetts Bay ; and alfo all and fin* 
gular thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever, lying within 
the fpace of three Englifh miles, on the fouthpart of the 
(aid river, called Charles River, or of any or every part 

thereof. 
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thereof. And alfo, all and lingular the lands and heredita- 
ments whatfoever, lying and being within the fpace of three 

- Englilh miles to the Southward of the fouthermoft part of 
the faid bay called MaflTachufets, alias Mattachufetts, alias 
Mafl'atufetts Bay. And alfo, all thofe lands and heredita- 
ments whatfoever, which lie and be within the fpace of 
three Englilh miles to the northward of trie faid river called 
Monomack, alias Merimack, or to the nprthward of any 
and every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments what- 
foever, lying within the limits aforefaid, north and fouth, in 
latitude, and in breadth, and in length, and longitude, of 
and within all the breadth aforefaid throughout the main 
lands there, from the Atlantic or Weftern Sea and Ocean on 
the eaft part to the South Sea on the weft part ; and all lands, 
grounds, place and places, foils, woods, and' wood-lands, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, and hereditaments whatfo- 
ever, lying within the faid bounds and limits, and every part 
and parcel thereof. And alfo all iflands in America afore- 
faid, in the faid feas, or either of them, on the weftern or 
eaftern coafts or parts of the faid trafts of lands, thereby 
aoentioned to be given and granted, or any of them ; and 
all mines and minerals, as well royal mines of gold and filver, 
as other mines and minerals whatfover, in the faid lands 
arid premiffes, or any part thereof ; and free liberty of fifh- 
ing in o*r within any of the rivers or waters within the 
bounds and limits aforefaid, and the. feas thereunto adjoin- 
ing; all fifties, royal fifties, whales, balene, fturgeon, and 

* other fiihes of what kind or nature foever, that fhould at 
any time thereafter be taken in or within the faid feas or 
waters, or any of them, by the faid Henry Rofwell, Sir 
John Young, Sir Richard Saltenftall, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whetcombe, 
Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowel, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaf- 
fall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
John Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaffall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their 
heirs or affigns, or by any other perfon or perfons whatfo- 
ever there inhabiting, by them,, or any of them, to be ap- 
pointed to fifti therein. Provided always, that if the faid 
lands, iflands, or any the premiffes before-mentioned, and 
by the faid letters patents laft mentioned, intended and 

- meant 
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meant to be granted, were, at the time of- the granting of th« 
faid former letters patents, dated the third day of November, 
in the eighteenth year of the reign of his late Majefty; King 
James the Firft, aftually poffefled or inhabited by any other 
chriftian prince onftate, or were within the bounds, limits, 
or territories of the faid fouthern colony, then before granted' 
by the faid King, to be planted by divers of his loving fub- 
je&s in the fouth parts of America, That then the faid grant 
of our faid royal grandfather fliould not extend to any fuch 
parts or parcels thereof, fo formerly inhabited, or lying with- 
in the bounds of the fouthern plantation as afore fa id ; but 
as to thofe parts or parcels, fo poffefled or inhabited by any 
fuch Chriftian prince or ftate, or being within the boun- 
daries aforefaid, fhould be utterly void. To have and to 
hold, poflefs and enjoy, the faid parts of New-England, in 
America, which lie, extend, and are abutted, as aforefaid, 
and every part and parcel thereof ; and all the iflands, rivers, 
ports, havens, waters, fifhings, fifties, mines, minerals, ju- 
rifdidions, franchifes, royalties, liberties, privileges, com- 
modities, and premiffes whatfoever, with the appurtenances, 
unto the faid Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Sir 
Richard Saltenftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, 
John Endicott, Simon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel 
Alderfcy, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, tieorge Har- 
wood, increafe Nowell,, Richard Perry, Richard Belling- 
hara, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaflal, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel 
Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaflal, William 
Pincheon," and George Foxcrofc, their heirs and afligns, for * 
ever j to the only proper and abfolute ufe and behoof of the 
faid Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard 
Saltenftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John 
Endicott, Simon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel 
Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, 
Increafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaflal, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel 
Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaffall, William * 
Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and afligns, for 
evermore, to be holden of our faid royal grandfather, his 
heirs and fucceffors, as of his manor of Eaft-Greenwich, in 
the county of Kent, within the realm of xEngland, in free 
and common foccage, and not in capita nor by knights fer- 
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' ' rice; and alfo yielding and paying therefore, to our faid royal 
grandfather, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the fifth part only of 
all the ore of gold and filver, which, from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, fliould be gotten, had, or obtained, 
for all fervices, exa&ions, and demands whatfoever. Pro- 
vided always, «and his MajeftyV exprefe will and meaning 
was, That only that one fifth part of all the gold and filver 
ore abavementioi|ed, in the whole, and no more, fliould be 
anfwered, refervcd, or payable unto our faid royal grand- 
father, his heirs and fucceflbrs, by colour or virtue of the faid 
laft mentioned letters patents, the double refervations, or re- 
citals aforefaid, or any thing therein contained notwithstand- 
ing. And to the end that the affairs and bufinefs which, 
from time to time, fhould happen and arife concerning the faid 
fends, and the plantations of the fame, might be the better 
managed and ordered, and for the good government thereof, 
our faid royal grandfather, King Charles the Firft, did, by 
his faid letters patents, create and make the faid Sir Henry 
Rofwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenftall, Thomas 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whet- 
combe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowel, Richard Perry, 
Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaflall, and 
Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John 
Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaffal, 
William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, and all fuch 
others as fliould thereafter be admitted and made free of 
Body corpo- the company and fociety therein after mentioned, one 
**e» body corporate and politic in fad and name, by the 

name of the Governor and Company of the Mafiachufetts 
Bay, in New-England \ and did grant unto them and their 
fucceflbrs, divers powers, liberties, and privileges, as in and 
by the faid letters patents may more fully and at large appear. 
And whereas the (aid governor and company of the Mafia- 
chufetts Bay, in New-England, by virtue of the faid letters 
patents, did fettle a colony of the Englifli in the faid parts of 
America, and divers good fubjeds of this kingdom, encou- 
raged and invited by the faid letters patents, did tranfport 
themfelves and their efFe&s into the fame, whereby the faid 
plantation did become very populous, and divers counties, 
towns, and places, were created, ere&ed, made, and fet 
forth, or defigned within the faid parts of America, by the 
faid governor and company, for the time being. And 
' , whereas, 
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tyhereas, in the term of the Holy Trinity, in the thirty- 
jfixth year of the reign of our deareft uncle King Charles theThe firft 
Second, a judgment was given in our court of chancery, char j"" va- 
then fitting at Weftminfter, upon a writ of fcire facias^ %tn J n * in 
brought and profecuted in the faid court againft the go ver- chancery, 
nor and company of the Maflachufetts Bay, in New £ng- anno l68 4r 
land ; and that the faid letters patent of our faid royal grand- 
father, King Charles the Firft, bearing date at Weftminfter, 
the fourth day of. March, in the fourth year of his reign, 
fnade and granted to the faid governor and company of the 
Maflachufetts Bay, in New-England, and the enrollment of 
the fame, (hould be cancelled, vacated, and annihilated, arid 
fhould be brought into the faid court to be canceled, (as in 
and by the faid judgment, remaining upon record in the faid 
court, doth more at large appear.) And whereas feyeralThe agent* 
perfons employed as agents in behalf of our faid colony of J* that co .- 
the Maflachufetts Bay, in New-England, have made their rioiredV^b© 
humble application unto us, that we would be graciouflyreincorpo- 
pleafed, by our royal charter, to incorporate our fubjedts in r . ated > as 
our faid colony, and $o grant and confirm unto them fuch ormer y# 
powers, privileges, and franchifes, as in our royal wifdom 
flioul'd be thought moft conducing to our intcreft and fervice, 
and to the welfare and happy ftate of our fubjeeis in New- 
England. And we being gracioufly pleafed to gratifie 
our faid fubje&s ; and alfo to the end our good fubjeds 
within our colony of New-Plymouth, 1 in New-England 
aforefaid, may be brought under fuch a form of govern- 
ment, as may put them in a better condition of defence ; 
and confidering as well the granting unto them, as unto our 
fubjefts in the faid colony of the Maflachufetts Bay, our 
royal charter, with reafonable powers and privileges, will 
rnuch tend, not only to the fafety but to the flourifliing 
effate of our fubjedts in the faid parts of New- England, and 
affo to the advancing of the ends for which the faid planta- 
tions were at firft encouraged, of our fpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, have willed and ordained, and 
we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, will 
and ordain, That the territories and colonies commonly called The Maflk* 
and known by the names of the colony of the Maflachufetts chufetts, 
Bay, and colony of New-Plymouth, the province of Main, f^^pri. 
the territory called Accada, or Nova Scotia j and all thattra&vince of 
of land" lying between the faid territories of Nova Scotia, Main, N*. 
and the (aid province of Main, be ere&ed, united, and in-^ e c d otia ^ 
corporatcd : and we do by thefe prefents unite, erec*r, and ma deone 
incorporate the fame into one real province, by the name of province. 
/ B our, 
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our province of the Maflachufetts Bay, in New-England % 
and of our efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 
tion, we have given and granted, and by thefe prefenf, for 
us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do give and grant, unto our 
good fubje&sthe inhabitants of our faid province or terri- 
^ e b^di ttor y of thc Maflachufetts Bay, and their fucceffors, all that 
of that pro- part of New- Engl and, in America, lying and extending 
▼iac*. from the great river commonly called Monomacle, alias Me- 
rimack, on the north part, and from three miles northward 
of the faid river to the Atlantick or Weftern Sea or Ocean 
on the South part, and all the lands and hereditaments what- 
foever, lying within the limits aforefaid, and extending as 
far as the outermoft points or promontories of land called 
Cape-Cod, and Cape-Malabar, north and fouth, and in lati- 
tude, breadth, and in length, and longitude, of and within 
all the breadth and compafs aforefaid, throughout /he main 
land there, from the faid Atlantic or Weftern Sea and Ocean, 
on the eaft part, towards the South Sea, or Weft ward, as far 
as our colonies of Rbode-Ifland, Connefiicut, and the Nar- 
raganfet country. And alfo, all that part and portion of main 
land, beginning at the entrance of Pifcataway Harbour, and 
fo to pafs up the fame into the river of Newichwannock, 
and through the fame into the furtheft head thereof, and 
from thence north- weft ward; till one hundred and twenty 
miles be finifhed, and from Pifcataway Harbour's mouth 
aforefaid, northteaftward along the fea coaft to Sagadahock, 
and from the period of one hundred and twenty miles afore- 
faid, to crofs over land to the one hundred and twenty miles 
before reckoned up, into the land from Pifcataway harbour 
through Newichwannock river ; and alfo, the north-half of the 
ifles of Shoals, together with the ifles of Capawock, and Nan* 
tuckett near Cape- Cod aforefaid; and alfo the lands and he- 
reditaments lying and being in the country or territory, com- 
* monly called Accada, or Nova Scotia ; and all thofe lands and 

hereditaments lying and extending between the faid country or 
territory of Nova Scotia; and the faid river of Sagadahock, 
or any part thereof; and all lands, grounds, places, foils,, 
woods, and wood-grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters, 
and other hereditaments and premises whatfoever, lying 
All mines within the faid bounds and limits aforefaid, and every part 
and mine* and parcel thereof. And alfo, all i (lands and iflets lying 
rait granted w ithin ten leagues dire&ly oppofite to the main land, with- 
bhant«and^ n t ' ie ^"^ bounds 5 a °d «) mines and minerals, as well royal 
their Cue- mines of gold and filver, as other mines and minerals what- 
ceflbri. foever,'in the faid lands and premifles, or any part thereof. 

To 
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To have and to hold the faid territories, tra&s, countries, 
lands, hereditaments, and all and Angular other the premifles, 
with their and every of their appurtenances, to our faid fub- 
je&s the inhabitants of our faid province of the Maflfachufletts 
Bay in New-England, and their fucceflbrs, to their only pro- 
pet' ufe and behoof, for evermore : to be holden of us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs, as of our manor of Eaft-Greenwich, in 
the county of Kent, by fealty only in free and common foe- 
cage : yielding and paying therefore yearly, to us, our h e i rs >fft l ! n8 f *f| 
and fucceflbrs, the fifth part of all gold and filver ore, and ^^ fi °j v *£ 
precious ftones, which (hall, from time to time, and at all ore, &c. 
times hereafter, happen to be found, gotten, had and ob- 
tained in any of the faid lands and premifles, or within any 
part thereof. Provided! neverthelefs. and we do for us, our 
heirs arid fucceflbrs, grant and ordain, That all and every £ n ]£ nd * 
fuch landf , tenements, and hereditaments, and all other eftatcs, n^^ic. 
which any perfon or perfons, or bodies politic or corporate, formerly 
towns, villages, colleges, or fchools, do hold and enjoy, ors 1 ™^** 
ought to hold and enjoy, within the bounds aforefaid, by or*"^ 1 " 11 ^ 
tinder any grant or eftate, duly made or granted by anyfchooiof 
general court formerly held, or by virtue of letters patents learning 
herein before recited, or by any other lawful right or title crme( ^ 
whatfoever, fhall be, by fuch perfon and perfons, bodies poli- 
tic and corporate, towns, villages, colleges, or fchools, their 
refpe&ive heirs, fucceflbrs, and affigns, for ever hereafter 
held and enjoyed, according to the purport and intent of 
fuch refpeftive grant, under and fubje& neverthelefs, to the 
rents and fcrvices thereby referved, or made payable, any 
matter or thing whatfoever to the contrary notwithftanding. StT - fof 
And provided alfo, That nothing herein contained (hall ex- sam»ei At- 
tend, or be understood or taken to impeach or prejudice any le&*« flaim, 
right, title, intereft, or demand, which Samuel Allen, of 
London, merchant, claiming from and under John Mafon, 
Efq ; deeeafecj, or any other perfon or perfons, hath or have, 
or claimeth, or claim, to have, hold, or enjoy, of, into, 
or out of any part or parts of the premifles, fituate within 
the limits above-mentioned ; but that the faid Samuel Allen, 
and all and every fuch perfon and perfons, may and fliall 
have, hold, and enjoy, the fame, in fuch manner (and no 
other than) as if thefe prefents had not been or made. It 
being our further will and pleafure, That no grants or con- Grants •? 
veyances of any lands, tenements, or hereditament?, to any^n^ore- 
towns, colleges, fchools of learning, or to any private per-j tt diced for" 
fon or perfons, fhall be judged or taken to be avoided or want of 
prejudiced, for or by reafon of any want or defe&ofform, fori % 

Ba but 
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fnitthat the fame ftand and remain of force, and be main- 
' tained and adjudged, and have effe& in fuch manner as the 

fame fhould or ought, before the time of the faid recited judg- 
ment, according to the laws and rules then and there ufually 
prac*tifed and allowed. And we do further, for us, our heirs 
Thegover. an d fucceffors, will, eftablifh, and ordaio, That from hence- 
to con°<w? C of f° rtn f° r cvcr * tnere *h a N De one governor, one lieutenant or 
*8 affift- 4 deputy-governor, and one fecretary of our faid province or 
anu * territory, to be, from time to time, appointed arid commif- 

fionated by us, our heirs and fucceffors,. and eighi-and-twenty 
affiftants or councillors, to be advifing and ^flifting to the 
governor of ogr faid province or territory, for the time being, 
as by thefe prefents is hereafter directed and appointed ; which 
faid councillors, or affiftants, are to be conftituted, ele&ed, 
and chofen in fuch form and manner as hereafter in thefe pre- 
fents is expreffed. And for the better execution of our roy- 
, al pleafure and grant in this behalf, we do, by thefe prefents, 

for us, our heirs and fucceffors, nominate, ordain, make, 
and conftitute, our trufty and well-beloved Simon Broadftreet, 
Tf h thc'Sif- J ohn R i cba * ds > Nathaniel Saltenftall, Wajt Winthrop, John 
ants. Phillips, James Ruffel, Samuel Sewall, Samuel Appleton, 
Bartholomew Gedney, John Hathorn, Eliftiah Hutchinfon, 
Robert Pike, Jonathan Corwin, John JoJliffe, Adam Win- 
throp, Richard Middlecot, John Forfter, Peter Serjeant, 
Jofeph Lynd, Samuel Heyman, Stephen Mafon, Thomas 
Hinkley, William Bradford, John Walley, Barnabas Lo- 
throp, Job Alcot, Samuel Daniel, and Sylvanus Davis, Efqrs. 
the firft and prefent councillors or affiftants of our faid pro- 
Tp contl- vince, to continue in their faid refpec~rive offices of trufts, of 
^""g 1 * councillors or affiftants, until the Jaft Wednefday in May, 
and until ' which fiiall be in the year of our Lord one thoufand, fix hun- 
other$ are dred, ninety-three, and until other councillors or affiftants 
theaffem- ^ a ^ ^ e cno ^ n anc * appointed in their ft'ead, in fuch manner 
biy. as in thefe prefents is expreffed. And we do,further, by thefe 

prefents, conftitute and appoint our trufty and well-beloved 
Ifaac Addington, Efq ; to be our firft and prefent fecretary of 
our faid province, during our pleafure. And our wilf and 
The gover- pleafure is. That the governor of our faid province, for 
n flV ith 7 the time being, (hall have authority from time to time, at 
bcacoun-° n ' s difcretion, to affernblc and call together the councillors, 
cij. or affiftants, of our (aid province, for the time being; and 

that the faid governor, with the faid affiftants, or councillors, 
or {even of them at the leaft, fhall and may, from time to 
time, hold and kee,p a council for the ordering a/id directing 
the affairs of our faid province. And further, we will, and 
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by tfcefc prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do ordain 
and grant, That there (haH and may be convened, held, and A general 
kept by the governor, for the time being, upon every laft J?*^ p ^ o * f * 
Wednefday in the month of May, every year forever, and beheld the 
at all fuch other times as the ' governour of our faid province laft w e d- 
fhall think fit and appoint, a great and general court or af- ^ day in 
fembly ; which faid great and general court or aflembly (hall ntrl'tlcrj* 
confift of the governor and council, or affiftants, for the time year. 
being, and of fuch freeholders of our faid province or terri- 
tory, as {ball be, from time to time, eledted or , deputed by 
the major part of the freeholders, and other inhabitants of ' 
the refpe&ive towns and places, who (ball be prefent at fuch 
elections ; each of the faid towns and places being hereby 
impowered to ele£fc and depute two perfons, and no more, to Twoaffcm- 
ferve for, and reprefent them refpe&ively in the faid great My men to 
and general court, or aflembly. To which great or gene- £ e c ^p 
ral court, or aflembly, to be held, as aforefaid, we do holders iT" 
hereby, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, give and grant full every town, 
power and authority, from time to time, to direcl, ap- ' 

point, and declare what numbear each county, town, and 
place (hall eledt and depute to ferve for, and reprefent them 
refpe&ively in the faid great and general court or aflembly. 
Provided always, that no freeholder, or other perfon, (hall 
have a vote in the election of members to ferve in any great 
and general court, or aflembly, to be held as aforefaid, who, 
at the time of fuch election, (hall not have an eftatc of free- 
hold, in land, within our faid province or territory, to the 
value of forty (hillings per annum, at the leaft, or other 
eftate to the value of fifty pounds fterling ; and that every 
perfon who (hall be fo elected, (hall, before he fit or a&in the 
laid great and general court or aflembly, take the oaths 
mentioned in an a£l of parliament, made in the firft yearof 
our reign, intituled, An aft for abrogating *f the oaths of al- 
legiance and fupremacy^ and appointing other oaths, and 1 there- 
by appointed to be taken inftead of the oaths of allegiance 
and fupremacy ; and (hall make, repeat, and fubferibe the 
declaration mentioned in the faid aft, before the governor, 
or lieutenant, or deputy governor, or any two of the affif- 
tants for the time being, who (hall be thereunto authorifed 
and appointed by our faid governor : and that the governor, j^ g0 ver* 
for the time being, (hall have full power and authority, nor has 
from time to time, as he (hall judge neceflary, to adjourn, P° wer to 
prorogue, and diffolve all great and general t courts, or af- ^""jJJJ - 
femblies, met or convened, as aforefaid. And our will and difibive the 
pleafure is, and we^do hereby, for us, our hei*s and fuccef* aflembly. 

fors, 
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fors, grant, eftablifh, and ordain, That yearly, once in 
every year, for ever hereafter, the aforefaid number of eight- 
and- twenty councillors, or affiftants, {hall be by the. gene- 
ral court or affembly, newly chofen ; that is to fay, eighteen 
at leaft of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of lands, within 
The gover- the territory formerly called the colony of the Maffachufetts 
port coon- Bay, and four at leaft of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of 
•jjkj*. to ^ lands within the territory formerly called New-Plymouth, and 
^rmoprie? tnrcc at the leaft of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of land 
**• of Und within the territory formerly called the province of Main, 

1? *\?Za an< * onc at t ' ie '** °^ t * ie ' n ' ia ' ) i tants °f> or proprietors of 
• * land within the territory lying between the river of Sagada- 

hock and Nova Scotia : and that the faid councillors, or af- 
fiftants, or any of them, (hall or may, at any time hereaf- 
ter, be removed and difplaced from their refpe&ive places or 
truft of councillors or affiftants, by any great or general 
court or affembly ; and that if any of the faid councillors, 
or affiftants, (hall happen to die, or be removed, as aforefaid, 
before the general day of election, that then, and in every 
fuch cafe, the great and general court or affembly, at their 
firft fitting, may proced to a new ele&ion of one or more coun- 
cillors, or affiftants, in the room or place of fuch coun* 
cillors, or affiftants, fo dying or removed. And we do fur- 
. a fte- tncr g ran t and ordain, That it (hall and may be lawful for 
xtffe, jufti- tnc f a 'd governor, with the advice and confent of the coun~ 
ccs, &c. to cil, or affiftants, from time to time, to nominate and ap- 
^.*P^|" ted point judges, commiffioners of oyer and terminer, fheriffs, 
confent of provofts, marfhals, juftices of the peace, and other officers, 
thegover- to our council and courts of juftifce belonging. Provided 
nor*» COttn " alway, That no fuch nomination or appointment of officers 
^* be made without notice firft given, or fummons iffued out 

feven days before fuch nomination or appointment, unto 
fuch of the faid councillors, or affiftants, as fhall be at that 
time refiding within our faid province. And our will and 
What oath« plcaTu re is, That the governor, and lieutenant or deputy go- 
are to be vernor, and councillors, or affiftants, for the time being, and 
uken. a jj ot h er officers to be appointed or chofen, as aforefaid, {hall, 
before the undertaking the execution of their offices an4 
places refpeclively, take their feveral and refpe&ive oaths for 
the due and faithful performance of their duties in their fe- 
veral and refpe&ive offices and places ; as alfo, the oaths 
appointed by the faid aft of parliament, made in the firft 
year of our reign, to be taken inftead of the oaths of allegi- 
ance and fupremacy, and fhall make, repeat, aifd fubferibe 
the declaration mentioned in the faid ad, before fuch perfon 

or 
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or perfons, as arc by thefe prefents herein after appointed ; - 
that is to fay, The governor of our faid province or territo- 
ry, for the time being, fliall take the faid oaths, and make, 
repeat, and fubfcribe the declaration before the lieutenant, 
or deputy governor, or, in his abfence, before any two or 
more of the faid perfons hereby nominated and appointed, 
the prefent councillors, or affiftants of our faid province or 
territory, to whom we do, by thefe prefents, give full power 
and authority to give and adminifter the fame to our faid 
governor accordingly. And after Our faid governor fliall be 
fworn, and {hall have fubferibed the faid declaration, that 
then our lieutenant, or deputy governor for the time be- 
ing, and the councillors, or affiftants, before by thefe 
prefents nominated and appointed, (hall take the faid oaths, 
and make, repeat, and fubfcribe the faid declaration before 
our faid governor : and that every fuch perfon or perfons as 
fliall (at any time of the annual eleftions, or otherwife upon 
death or removal) be appointed to be the new council- 
lor, or affiftants, and all other officers to be hereafter chofen, 
from time to time, fliall take the oaths to their refpeftive of-r 
fices and places belonging, and alfo the faid oaths appointed 
by the faid aft of parliament to be taken inftead of the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and fliall make, repeat, and 
fubfcribe the declaration mentioned in the faid aft, before the 
governor, or lieutenant' governor, or any two or more coun- 
cillors, or affiftants, or fuch other perfon or perfons as fliall 
be appointed thereunto, by the governor for the time being ; 
to whom we do, therefore, by thefe prefents, give full pow- 
er and authority, from time to lime, to give and adminifter 
the fame refpeftivety, according to our true meaning herein 
before declared* without any commiffion or further warrant, 
to be bad and obtained from us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, in 
that behalf. And our will and pleafure is, and we do here- 
by require and command, 1 hat all and every perfon and 
perfons hereafter by us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, nominated 
and appointed to the refpeftive offices of governor, or lieu te- The king 
nant or deputy governor, and fecretary of our faid province wfcrves t* 
or territory (which faid governor, or lieutenant or deputy J^^to 
governor, and fecretary of our faid province or territory, for appo int the 
the time being, we do hereby referve full power and au- governor, 
thority to us, our 'heirs and fucceflbrs, to nominate and tp- tll^l^ll* 

J -f , . n 11 i /- , l i l i vernop, and 

point accordingly) fliall, before he or they be admitted to fecretary. 
the execution of their refpeftive offices, take as well the oath 
for the due and faithful performance of the faid offices re- 
fpeftively, as alfo the oaths appointed by the faid aft of par- 
liament, 
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liament, made in the faid firft year of our reign, to be taken 
inftead of the faid oaths of allegiance and Aipremacy, and 
(hall alfo make, repeat and fubfcribe the declaration appoint- 
ed by the faid ad, in fuch manner, and before fuch perform 
as aforefaid. And further^ our will and pleafure is, and we 
do hereby, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, grant, eftablifh, 
Perfont and ordain, That all and every pf the fubjects of us, our 
born iii heirs and fucceflbrs, which (hall go to, and inhabit within 
Und tohave our ^^ province or territory, and every of their; children 
theprmle- which fhall happen to be born there, or on the feas in going 
get of natu- thither, or returning from thence, (hall have and enjoy ail 
" l ^*^ liberties and immunities of free and natural fubjeQs within 
* "any of the dominions of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, to all 
intents, conftrudions, and purpofes whatfoever, as if they 
and every of them were born within this our realm of Eng- 
land. And for the greater 'eafe and encouragement of our 
loving fubjeds, inhabiting our faid province or territory of 
the Mafiachufetts Bay, and of fuch as (hall come to inhabit 
there, we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fuccef- 
Liberty. of f ors , grant, eftablifh, and ordain, That, for ever hereafter, 
to be rnmt- t * iere ^ a ^ De a liberty of confcience allowed in the worfhip 
cd to all of God to all Chriftians (except papifts) inhabiting, or which 
chriftian*, fcaH inhabit, or be refident within our faid province or ter- 
piftir pa " r * tor y* l* ut wc &° hereby grant and ordain, that the gover- 
. nor, or lieutenant, or deputy governor of our faid province 
or territory, for the time being, or either of them, or any 
two or more of the council or affiftants, for the time being, 
as fhall be thereunto appointed by the faid governor, (hall 
and may, at all times, and from time to time hereafter, 
have full power and authority to adminifter and give the 
oaths appointed by the faid aft of parliament, made in the 
firft year of our reign, to be taken inftead of the oaths of 
allegiance and fupremacy, to all and every perfon and perfons 
which are now inhabiting, or refiding within our faid pro- 
The general v ince or territory, or which fhall at any time or times here- 
power^o* a ^ tcr 8° or P a ^ s tn ' tner « And we do, of our further grace, 
ereajudica- certain knowledge, and mere motion, grant, eftablifh, and 
toriei, to ordain, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, That the great and 
u"mfnc d an C "S enera ' court > or aflembly, °f our faid province or territory, 
manner of for the time being, convened as aforefaid, fhall for ever have 
crimes, ca- f u ll power and authority to eredt and conftitute judicatories, 
cThaWno 30 ^ courts °f recorc U or other courts, to be held in the name 
pleas, wbe-of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, for the hearing, trying, 
ther real, and determining of all and all manner of crimes, offences, 
mUt"* 1 ' ° r pl eas > proceflfes, plaints, actions, matters, caufes,. and things 

whatfoever, 
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whatfoever, arifing or happening within our faid province or 
territory, or between perforis inhabiting or refiding there, 
whether the fameie, criminal or civil, and whether the faid 
crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the faid pleas 
be real, perfonal or mixt ; and for the awarding and making 
out of execution thereupon : to which courts, and judicato- 
ries, we do hereby, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, give and 
grant full power and authority, from time to time, to admi- 
nifter oaths, for the better difcovery of truth, in any matter 
of controverfie, or depending before them. And we do, for 
us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, grant, eftablifh and ordain, 
That the governor of our faid province or^territory, for the 
time being, with the council or afliftants, may do, execute, 
dr perform, all that is neceflary for the probate of wills, and wills, 
granting of adminiftrations, for, touching, or concerning 
any intereft or eftate, which any perfon or perfons {hall have 
Within our faid province or territory. And whereas we judge 
it neceflary, that all our fubjedts fhould have liberty to ap- 
peal to us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, in cafes that may de- 
ftrve the fame, we do, by thefe prefents, ordain, That in Appeals to 
cafe either party fhall not reft fatisficd with the judgment or the King in 
fentence of any judicatories, or courts within our faid P ro * ^"^ons, 
vince or territory, in any perfonal action, wherein the mat- 
ter in difference doth exceed the value of three hundred 
pounds fterling, that then he or they may appeal to us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs, in our or their privy council : provided, . * 
that fuch appeal be made within fourteen days after the fen- 
tence or judgment given ; and that before fuch appeal be al- 
lowed, fecurity be given by the party or parties appealing, in 
value of the matter in difference, to pay or anfwer the debt 
or damages, for the which judgment or fentence is given, 
with fuch cofts and damages as fhall be awarded by us, our 
heirs or fucceflbrs, in cafe the judgment or fentence be af- 
firmed. And provided alio, That no execution fhall be ftaid Execution 
or fufpended, by reafon of fuch appeal unto us, our heirs and not to be 
fucceflbrs, in our or their privy council, fo as the party fta \ d v 
fuing or taking out execution, do in the like manner give 
fecurity, to the value of the matter in difference, x to make 
reftitution, ,in cafe the faid judgment or fentence be reverf- 
ed or annulled upon the faid appeal. And we do furthe.r, The general 
for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, give and grant to the faid court has 
governor, and the great and general court or aflembly of our p o * erto 
faid province or territory, for the time being, full power and ™* * ep ^!' 
authority, from time to time, to make, ordain, and eftablifh nam to the 

C iH law. of 
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all manner of wholefome and reafonable orders, laws, fta- 
tutes, and ordinances, directions, and inftru&ibns, either 
with penalties or without (fo as the fame be not repugnant 
or contrary to the laws of this our realm of England) as they 
fliall judge to be for the good and welfare of our (aid pro- 
vince or territory, and for the government and ordering 
thereof, and of the people inhabiting, or who fliall inhabit 
the fame, and for the neceflary fupport and defence of the 
government thereof. And we do for us, our heirs and fuc- 
c^flbrs, give and grant, that the faid general court, or af- 
fembly, frail have full power and authority to name and 
To name fettle annually, all civil officers within the faid province, 
a " d i fe ffi C ^ uc ^ °^ cers excepted, the ele&ion and conftitution of whom 
cws,c°xcept,we have, by thefe prefents, refcrved to us, our heirs and fuc- 
£c ceflbrs, or to the governor of our faid province for the time, 

being; and to kt forth the feveral duties,' powers, and limits 
of tvery fuch officer, to be appointed by the faid general 
court or aflembly ; and the forms of fuch oaths, not repug- 
nant to the laws and ftatutes of this our realm of England, aa.. 
(hall be refpeftively adminiftred unto them for the execution 
.of their feveral offices and places ; and alfo, to impofe fines* 
mul&s, imprifonments, and other punifhments ; and to im- 
Power to pofe and levy proportionable and reafonable affeflments, 
impofe tax- r ates ? and taxes, upon the eftates and perfons of all and 
inh"biupts C , cver y tne proprietors or inhabitants of our faid province or, 
t© be difpof- territory, to be iflued and difpofed of by warrant, under 
ed by war- the hand of the governor of our faid province, for the time, 
thegow- being* with the advice and confent of the council, for our 
nor and fervice in the neceflary defence and fupport of our govern-* 
council, or ment of our faid province or territory, and the .protection 
fuchta? « an< * P re f ervat i°n of the inhabitants there, Recording to fuch 
ihall then a&s as are, or fliall be in force within our faid province j 
be in force, and to difpofe of matters and things, whereby our fubje&s, 
/ inhabitants of our faid province, may be religioufly, peace-* 

ably, and civilly governed, prote&ed, and defended, fo as. 
their good Jife and orderly converfation may win the Indi- 
The con- ans, natives of the country, to the knowledge and obedi- 
'hfindhns 61106 °f. tne only true God and Saviour of mankind, and 
to C be endea- tne Chriftian faith, which his late Majefty, our royal grand- 
?9ured. father, King Charles the Firft, in his faid letters patents, 
declared was his royal intentions, and the adventurers free 
profeffion, to be the principal end of the faid plantation. 
And for the better fecuring and maintaining liberty of con- 
fidence, hereby granted to all perfons, a.t any time, bein 
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and refiding within our faid province or territory, as afore- 
faid, willing, commanding, and requiring, and by thefe 
prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, ordaining and ap- 
pointing, that all fuch orders, laws, ftatutes, arid ordinan- 
ces, inftructions and directions, as (hall be fomade and pub- 
lifhed under our feal of our faid province or territory, fhall 
be carefully and duly obferved, kept, and performed, and 
put in execution, according to the true intent and meaning 
of thefe prefents. Provided always, and we do by thefe pre- 
fents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, eftablifli and ordain, 
That in the framing and paffing of all fuch orders, laws, The. go?ef- 
ftatutes, and ordinances, and in all elections and acts of go- ™* to have 
vernment whatfoever, to be paffed, made, or done by the faid ^"^^ 
general court, or affembly, or council, the governor of our fthegei»- 
faid province or territory of the Maffachufetts Bay, in New- rai aflem- 
England, for the time being, fhall have the negative voice ; h ^ 9 **• 
and that without his confent or approbation, fignified and 
declared in writing, no fuch orders, laws, ftatutes, ordi- 
nances, elections, or other acts of government whatfoever, 
fo to be made, paffed, or done by the faid general aflembly, 
or in council, (hall be of any force, effect, or validity, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary, in any wife, notwith- 
ftanding. And we do, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
eftablifli and ordain, That the faid orders, laws, ftatutes, Laws t0 ^ 
and ordinances, be, by the firft opportunity after the mak- fentt©En$- 
ing thereof, fent or tranfmitted unto us, our heirs and fuc- land for the 
ceffors, under the publick feal, to be appointed by us, for ™& £* r *' 
our or their approbation or difallowance ; and that in cafe 
all* or any of them (hall, at .any time within the fpace of 
three years next after the fame" fhall have been prefented to 
us, oar heirs and fucceffors, in our or their privy council, 
be.difallowed and rejected, and fo fignified by us, our heirs 
and fucceffors, under our or their fign manuel and fignet, 6r 
ly order in our or their privy council, unto the governor for 
the time being, then fuch and fo many of them as fhall be 
fo difallowed and rejected, fhall thenceforth ceafe and deter- 
mine, and become utterly void and of none effect. Provid- 
ed always, that in cafe we, our heirs or fucceffors, fhall If not difoj- 
not, within the term of three years after the prefenting of {^ d ^H^ 
fuch orders, laws, ftatutes, or ordinances, as aforefaid, fig- to be in 
nifie our or their difallowance of the fame, then the faid or- force until 
ders, laws, ftatutes, or ordinances, fhall be and continue JJJ^Jjj^ 
in full force and effect, according to the. true intent and |>iy % 
meaning of the fame, until the expiration thereof, or that 
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the fame (hall be repealed, by tbe general aflembly of our faid 
The gene- province, for the time being. Provided alfo, That it (hall 
has C °ower an( * m2 Y ^ e kwful f° r t ' lc ^^ governor and general aflem- 
to pafs anybly, to make or pafs any grant of lands lying within the 
grants of bounds of the colonies formerly called the colonies of the 
fachuff«s af " Maffachufetts Bay, and New- Plymouth, and province of 
Plymouth', Maine, in fuch manner as heretofore they might have done, 
or the pro- by virtue of any former charter or letters patents ; which 
Main ° f g rants °f lands, within the bounds aforefaid, we do hereby 
will and ordain, to be and continue, for ever, of full force 
and effe£r, without our further approbation or confent ; and 
fo as neverthelefs, and it is our royal will and pleafure, tha^t 
f 'd* b ° f no S rant or gr ants of any lands lying or extending from the 
tween Saga- r ' ver °f Sagadabock, to the gulph of St. Lawrence and Canada 
dahock and rivers, and to the main fea northward and eaftward, to be made 
St.. Law- or p a (j jjy t h e governor and general aflembly of our faid pro- 
hare^the' vince, be of any force, validity or effect, until we, our heirs 
royal appro- and fuccefibrs, (hall have fignined our or their approbation of 
bation, (j^ t f ame . And we do, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs 
The gow- and fuccefibrs, grant, eftablifli, and ordain, That the governor 
nor to com- of our faid province or territory, for the time being, {ball 

mSicia 411 * ^ avc ^ u " P owcr * ty himfclf* 9* »y any chief commander, or 
other officer or officers, to be appointed by him, from time 
to time, to train, inftru&, exercife, and govern the mili- 
tia there ; and for the fpecial defence and (afety of our faid 
province or territory, to aflemble in martial array, and put 
in warlike pofture, the inhabitants of our faid province or 
territory, and to lead and condud them, and with them to 
encounter, expulfc, repel, refift,. and purfue^ by force of 
arms, as weir by fea as by land, within or without the li- 
mits of our faid province or territory ; and alfo," to If ill, flay, 
deftroy, and conquer, by all fitting ways, enterprises, and 
Law mar- means whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon ana perfans as 
tiaJ. fliall,' at any time hereafter, attempt or enterjprize the de- 

ftruftion, invafion, detriment, or annoyance of our faid 
province or territory ; and ufe to and exercife the law martial 
in time of adtual war, invafion, or rebellion, as occafion 
fliall neceflarily require; and alfo, fropri time to time, to ereii 
forts, and to fortifie any place or places within our (aid pro- 
vince or territory, and the fame to furni(h with all necefla r 
ry ammunition, provifion, and (lores of war, for offence o* 
defence, and to commit, from time to time, the cuftody and 
government of the fame, to fuch perfon or perfons as to him 
fliall feem meet, and the faid forts and fortifications to 
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demoliih at his pleafure ; and «f tafce and furpfiac, by all 
ways and means whatsoever, all and * every fuch perfon or 
perfons, with their (hips, arms, , ammunition, and other 
goods, as fhall in a hoftile manner inyade, or attempt the 
invading, conquering, or annoying of our faid province or 
territory. Provided always, and we do, by thefe prefents, 
for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, grant, eftablilh, and or- No perfon* 
dain, That the faid governor (hall not, at any time here- t °^ d * anf " 
after, by virtue of any power hereby grafted, or hereafter to £°* hc pro- 
be granted to him, trapfppjft any of the inhabitants of our vincc with- 
faid province or territory, or oblige thepa to march out of* utlhcir t 
the limits of the fame, without their free and voluntary cav^* ** 1 
fent, or the confent of the great and general court or af«- * 
fembly of our faid province or territory; nor grant com- The . 
miffions for exercifing the law martial upon any the inhabUmartiainpt 
tants of our faid province or territory, without the advice 4 * ** «*■ 
and confent of the council, or affiftants of the fame. Pro^nylnhabi- 
vided in like manner, and we do, by thefe prefents, for us,tantwhh-" 
our heirs or. fucceflTors, conftitute and prdain, That when, out the con*, 
and as often as the governor of our faid province, for the £jJJ^ **•"", 
time being, (hall happen to die, or to be difplaced by us, 
our heirs or fucceflbrs, or be abfent from his government, Ifl the ab ^ 
that then, and in any of the faid cafes, the lieutenant or de* fence of the 
puty governor of our faid province, for the time being, fhall governor, 
have full power and authority to do and execute all and ^^J" ^ 
every fuch a&s, matters, and things, which our governor have^he 
of our faid province, for the time being, might or could/ame power, 
by virtue of thefe our letters patents, lawfully do or execute, 
if he were perfonally prefent, until the return of the govern 
nor fo abfent, or arrival or conftitution of fuch other go* 
vernor as fhall or may be appointed by us, our heirs or.fuc* 
ceflbrs, in his ftead : and that when, and as often as the 
governor, and lieutenant, or deputy governor of our faid 
province or territory, for the time bejng, fhall happen twin the ab r 
die, or be difplaced by us, our heirs or fucceflbrs, or be fence, of 
abfent from our faid province, and that' there fiiall ke^*!*T 

- . , . i . , . ./v i . vernor and 

no perfon within the faid province commii^oned by us, deputy go- 
our heirs or fucceflbrs, to be governor within the fanie^nor, the 
then, and in every of the faid cafes, the council, or afllf-™ f ^ c ^ 
tants of our faid province, {hall have full power and au* Ci j to ba ^ r 
thority, and we do hereby give and grant unto the faid their power* 
council, or affiftants of our faid province, for the time be* 
ing, or the major part of them, full power and authority to 
do and execute all and every fuch a&&, matters,, and things, 
which the faid governor, or lieutenant or deputy governor 
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of our faid province or territory, for the time being, might 
or could lawfully do or exercife, if they, or -either of them, 
were perfonally prefent, until the return of the % governor, or 
lieutenant or deputy governor fo abfent, or arrival, or con- 
ftitution of fuch other governor, or lieutenant or deputy go- 
vernor, as {hall or may be appointed by us, our heirs or fuc- 
ceffors, from time to time. Provided always, and it is here- 
by declared, That nothing herein contained {hall extend or 
be taken to ereft, or grant, or allow the exercife of any ad- 

Admlralty m j ra i court, jurifdiftion, power, or authority, but that the 

irf^° n famc fta11 bc > and is hcrcb y * cfcrvcd to us ^ our fuccef- 
fors, and {hall, from time to time, be ereded, granted, and 
exercifed, by virtue of commiffions to be iffued under the 
great feal of England, or under the feal of the high admiral, 
or the commiflioners for executing the office of high admi- 
ral of England. And further, our exprefs will and pleafure 
is, and we do, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fuc- 
Vhe trade ceflbrs, ordain and appoint, That thefe. our letters patents 
offiAing (hall not, in any manner, enure, or be taken to abridge, 
•btMi. bar » or hinder a ny of our loving fubje&s whatfoever, to ufe 
and exercife the trade of fiftiing upon the coafts of New- 
England, but that they, and every of them, (hall have full and 
free power and liberty to continue and ufe the faid trade of 
fifhing upon the faid coafts, in any of the fras thereunto 
adjoining, or any arms of the faid teas, or falt-water rivers, 
where they have been wont to fife ; and to build and fet up- 
on the lands within our faid province or colony, lying wafte, 
and not then pofleffed by particular proprietors, fuch wharfs, 
ftages, and work-houfes, as fhall be neceffary for the faking, 
drying, keeping, and packing of their fife, to be taken or 
gotten upon that coaft; and to cut down and take fuch 
trees, and other materials there growing, or being upon any 
parts or places lying wafte, and not then in poffeffidn of 
particular proprietors, as fhall be needful for that purpofe, 
and for all other neceffary eafements, helps, and advanta- 
ges concerning the faid trade of fifhing there, in fuch man- 
ner and form as they have been heretofore- at any time ac- 
cuftomed to do, without making any wilful wafte or fpoij, 
Tr ** sfitfbr any thing in thefe prefents contained to the contrary not- 
lowing"^- withftanding. And laftly, for the better providing and fur- 
on any foilnifhing of mafts for our royal navy, we do hereby referve to 
» ran . ted t0 us,, our heirs and fucceflors, all trees of the diameter of 
pwfonl, to twenty-four inches and upwards, at twelve inches from the 
be prefcrv- ground, growing upon any foil or traft of land within our 
* faid 
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faid province or territory,, not heretofore granted to any 
private perfons ; and we do reftrain and forbid all petfons 
whatfoever, from felling, cutting, or deftroying any fuch 
trees, without the royal licence of us, our heirs and fucccf- 
fors, firft had and obtained, upon penalty of forfeiting one 
hundred pounds fterling unto us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
for every fuch tree fo felled, cut, or deftroyed, without 
foch licence had or obtained in that behalf; any thing in 
thefe prefents contained to the contrary, in any wife not- 
withftanding. 

lnwitnefs whereof, we have caufed thefe bur letters to be? 
made patents. Witnefs ourfelves at Weftminfter, the 
feventh day of October, in the third year of our reign. 

By writ of Privy Seal, 

P I G O T, 
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Gharttr granted to the Colony of Connecticut, by King 
Charles II. in the Fourteenth fear of his Reign. 

TJndedmd pars Patentium Anno Regni Regis Caroli Secundi 
S^uartodecimo. 



/^HARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. to all 
^* to whom thefe prefents mall come, greeting. Whereas 
by the feveral navigations, difcoveries, and fuccefsful plan- 
tations of divers of our loving fubje&s of this our realm of 
England, feveral lands, iflands, places, colonies and plan- 
tations, have been - ordained and fettled in that part of the 
continent of America called New-England, and thereby the 
trade and commerce there hath been of late years much in- 
creafed ; and whereas we have been informed by the humble 
petition of bur truftv and well-beloved John Wintrop, John 
Mafon, Samuel Willis, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allen, John 
Tappen, Nathan Gold, Richard Treate, Richard £ord, 
Henry Woolcot, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
Thomas Wells, Obadiah Brewcn, John Clerke, Anthony 
Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, being 
perfons principally interested in our colony or plantation of 
Connecticut in New-England, that the fame colony, or the 
greateft part thereof, was purchafed and obtained for great 
and valuable conflagrations, and fome other part thereof 
gained by conqueft, and with much difficulty, and at the 
only endeavours, cxpence and charge of them and their affo- 
ciates, and thofe under whom they claim, fubdued and im- 
proved, and thereby become a considerable inlargement and 
addition of our dominions and intereft there : now know ye, 
that in confideration thereof, and in regard the faid colony is 
Iocorpora- remote from other the Englifb plantations in the places afore* 
tion of the f a id, and to the end the affairs and bufinefs, which fball from 
»nd C c"m a- tlmt to t ' mc happen or ar 'k concerning the fame, maybe 
n>- of°ConV duly ordered and managed, we have thought fit, at the hum- 
seQicut. ble petition of the perfons aforefaid, and are gracioufly 
pleafed to create and make them a body politick and cor- 
porate, with the powers and privileges herein after men- 
tioned ; and accordingly our will and pleafure is, and our 
4 v efpecial 
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efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we 
have ordained, conftituted and declared, and by thefe pre- 
fents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do ordain, conftitute 
and declare, that they the faid John Wintrop, John Mafon, 
Samuel Willis, Henry Clerke, Matthew Allen, John Tap- 
pen, Nathan Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry 
Wollcott, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
Thomas Wells, Qbadiah B re wen, John Clerke, Anthony 
Hawkins* John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, and all 
fuch others, as now are, or hereafter fhall be, admitted and 
made free of the company and fociety of our colony of Con- 
necticut, in America, ihall, from time to time, and for ever 
hereafter, be one body corporate and politick, in faft and 
name, by the name of Governor and Company of the Eng- Mameof^ 
lift colony of Connecticut, in New-England, in America ; corpotatiom 
and that by the fame name they, artd their fucceflbrs; ihall 
and may have perpetual fucceffion, and (hall and may be 
perfons able and capable in the law, to plead and be implead- 
ed, to anfwer.and to be anfwered unto, to defend and be de- 
fended, in all and Angular fuits, caufes, quarrels, matters, 
. adions, and things, of what kirid or nature foever ; and alfo, 
to have, take, pofiefs, acquire, and purchafe lands, tene- 
ments, or hereditaments,, or any goods or chattels, and the 
fame to leafe, grant, demife, alien, baigain, fell, and dif- 
pofe of, as our other liege people of this our realm of 
England, or any other corporation or body politick within 
the fame, may lawfully do. * And further, That the faid Commod 
governor and company, and their fucceflbrs, ihall and mav, Scai * 
for ever hereafter, have a common feal to ferve and ufe for 
all caufes, matters, things, and affairs whatsoever, of them 
and their fucceflbrs, and the fame feal to alter* change, break, 
and make new, from time to time, at their wills and plea* 
Aires, as they ihall think fit. And further, we will and or- G . m 
dain, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, ment . ~ 
do declare and appoint, That, for the better ordering and ma- 
naging of the affairs and biifinefs of the faid company, and 
their fucceflbrs, there ihall be one governor, one deputy go- A fttvernol , 
vernor, and twelve afliftants, to be, from time to time, con* deputy g0 ! , 
ftituted, ele&ed, and chofen, out of the freemen of the faid vernor, and 
company, for the time being, in fuch manner and form as !^* **!£ 

. r - * . . - - v n» i i . . - . • *• tants, to be 

hereafter, tn thefe prefents, is exprefled ; which faid officers c hofen out 
(hall apply themfelves to take care for the beft difpofing and of the free- 
Ordering of the general buiineft and affairs of and concerning ^ £ ' *• 
the lands and hereditaments herein after-mentioned to. be, grant. 

D cd, 
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ed, and the plantation thereof, and the] government of the 
people thereof* And for the better execution of our royal 
pleafure herein, we do, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, af- 
fign, name, conftitute, and appoint the aforefaid John Win- 
trop to be the firft and prefent governor of the (aid company, 
and the (aid John Mafon to be the deputy governor, and the 
faid Samuel Willis, Matthew Allen, Nathan Gould, Henry 
Clerke, Richard Treate, John Odgden, Thomas Tappen, 
John Talcott, Thomas Wells, Henry Wollcott, Richard 
Lord and Daniel Clerke, to be the twelve prefent affiftants 
of the (aid company, to* continue in the faid feveral offices 
refpedively until the fecond Thurfday, which fhall be in the 
General *f» month of O&ober, now next coming. And further, we 
frmbly, will, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
do ordain and grant, That the governor of the faid compa- 
' ny, for the time being, or, in his abfence, by occafion of 
ficknefs, or otherwife, by his leave or permiffion, the depu- 
ty governor, for the time being, (hall and may, from time 
to time, upon all occafions, give order for the aflembling of 
the faid company, and calling them together, to confult and 
Two affem- *&**&* °* * c bufinefs and affairs of the faid company ; and 
blics flulf that, for ever hereafter, twice in every year, that is to fay, 
be heU in on every fecond Thurfday in October, and on every fecond 
i^Ma/wi Thurfday in May, or oftener, in cafe it fhall be requifite, 
oaober. the affiftants and freemen of the faid company, or fuck of 
them, not exceeding two perfons from each place, town, or 
mdnten to cit JS who &*& **> from lime to tImc > thereunto elected or 
be chofen by deputed by the major part of die freemen of the refpe&ive 
#v«iy town, towns, cities, and places for which they (hall be fo ele&ed or 
deputed, fhall have a general meeting or aflembly, then and 
there to confult and advife in and about the affairs and bufi- 
nefs of the faid company; and that the governor, or in his 
abfence the deputy governor, of the faid company, for the 
time being, and fuch of the affiftants and freemen of the faid 
company as fhall be fo elected or deputed, and be prefent at 
fuch meeting or aflembly, or the greateft number of them, 
whereof die governor, or deputy governor, and fix of the af- 
fiftants, at leaft, to be feven, fhall be called the general af- 
Pewer of fcmW y> and Audi have full power and authority to alter and 
the general change their days and times of meeting, or general aflcmblies, 
•fttotyy* _ for electing the governor, deputy governor, and affiftants, or 
other officers, or any other courts, aflemblies, or meetings, 
and to chufe, nominate, and appoint fuch, an<f fo- many 
other perfims as they fhall think fit, and fhall be willing to 

accept 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. tj 

accept the fame, to be free of the faid company and body po- 
litick, and them intq the fame to admit, and to ele& 2nd con- 
ftitute fuch officers as they fliall think lit and rcquifite for J^J^ 
the ordering, managing, and difpofxng of the affairs of the governor, 
faid governor and company, and their fucceflbrs, And we and affif- 
do hereby, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, eftablifh and or- ^fotfierof- 
dain, That once in the year, for ever hereafter, namely, gecrsoftht 
the faid fecond Thurfday in May, the governor, deputy go- company 
vernor, and affiftants of the faid company, and other °f- Sjjfcn eve- 
ficers pf the faid company, or fuch of them as the faid gc* 17 year by 
neral affembly fliall think fit, (hall be, in the faid gene- the general 
ral court and affembly, to be held from that day of time, ^ m "j n |? 
newly chofen for the year enfuing, by fuch greater part f May. 
of the faid company, for the time being, then and there pre- 
fent. And if the governor, deputy governor, and and affif- ^JciesIL 
tants, by thefe prefents appointed, or fuch as hereafter be jmy'of thefe 
newly cnofen -into their rooms, or any of them, or any other offices may 
the officers to be appointed for the. faid company, fhall die, J e t £ pp ^J* 
or be removed from his or their feveral offices or places before r i t ffemMy 
the faid general day of ele&ion, (whom we do hereby de- at any other 
clare, for any mifdemeanor or default, to be removeable by m€Ctin « ° f 
the governor, affiftants, and company, or fuch greater part of * ' 
them, in any of the faid public courts to be ancmbled, as is Powertore- 
aforefaid) that then, and in every fuch cafe, it fliall and may JJJJJJ^ 
be lawful to and for the governor, deputy governor, and al- any other 
fiftants, and company afore fa id, or fuch greater part of them officer of 
fo to be aflembled, as is aforefaid in any of their affemblies, ** £ r m P£ 
to proceed to a new election of one or more of their compa* jntfdeme*/ 
ny, in the room or place, rooms or places, of fuch governqr, 
deputy governor, affiftant, or other officer or officers fo dying, 
or removed, according to their difcretions. And immediate- 
ly upon, and after fuch election, or elections, made of fuch 
governor,' deputy governor, affiftant, or affiftants, or any 
other officer of the laid company, in manner and form afore- 
faid, the authority, office, ana power before given to the 
former governor, deputy governer, or other officer and of- 
fices fo removed, in wnofe ftead and place new fliall be 
will and pleafure is, That as well fuch as are by thefe 
chofen, fhaJl, as to him and them, and every of them° ath ' of °f- 
refpeftivcly, ceafc and determine, Provided alfo, and ourt^n^^ 
prefents appointed to be the prefent governor, deputy gover- governor, 
nor, and affiftants of the faid company, as thofe that flwJl a Jjj ul l<* h * 
fucceed them, and all other officers to be appointed and n< 
chofen as aforefaid, (hall, before they undertake the execu- 
tion of their faid offices and places respectively, take their fe- 

Da veral 
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veral and refpe&ive corporal oaths, for the due and faithful 
performance of their dufies in the feveral offices and places, 
. . before fuch perfon or perfons as are, by thefe prefents, hereaf- 
ter appointed to take and receive the fame ; that is to fay, 
The faid John Wintrop, who is herfein before nominated 
and appointed the prefent governor of the faid company, 
(hall take the faid oath before one pr more of the matters of 
pur court of chancery, for the time being 5 unto which mat- 
ter of chancery we do, by thefe prefents, give full power 
and Authority to adminifter the faid oath to the faid John 
WintrOp accordingly: and the faid John Mafon, who is 
herein before nominated and appointed the prefent deputy 

! governor of the faid company, (hall take the faid oath be- 
ore the faid John Wintrop, or any two of the affiftants of 
the faid company ; unto whom we do, by thefe prefents, 
give full power and authority to adminifter the faid oath to 
the faid John Mafon accordingly -, and the faid Samuel 
Willis, Henry Clerke, Matthew Allen, John Tappen, Na- 
thaniel Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry 
Woollcot, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
and Thomas Wells, who are herein before nominated and 
appointed the prefent affiftants of the faid company, fliaU 
take the oath before the faid John Wintrop, and John Ma- 
z Jon, or one of them ; to whom we do hereby give full power 
and authority to adminifter the fame accordingly. And 
our further will and pleafure is, That all and every gover- 
nor, or deputy governor, to be ele&ed and chofen, by virtue 
. of thefe prefents, (hall take the faid oath before two or more 
pf the affiftants of the faid company, for the time being ; un- 
to whom we do, by thefe prefents, give full power and -autho- 
rity to give and adminifter the faid oath accordingly. And 
the faid affiftants, and every of them, and all or every other 
officer or officers to be hereafter chofen, from time to time) 
f to take the faid oath before the governor, or deputy gtfver-* 
carrying ° nor > f° r l ^ e tme being; unto which faid governor, we' do* 
over ^ the by thefe prefents, give full power and authority to adtnini- 
King's fub- (f er t j |c f amc accordingly. And further, of our more ample 
theiV wn g ra<ic > certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have given 
free confent, and granted, and by thefe prefents, for us* our heirs arid 
rfnd of car-f^ceflfors, do give and grant unto the faid governor and 
Ztf 8 tow- 8 *Mp**lf of the Engtifti colony of Connecticut, in Hew* 
£fcah<3iz6 Efrgland, in America, and to every inhabitant there, and 
froA tng- t6 ever y perfon and perfons trading thither, and td emj 
conntai- ftefcperion and perfons a* act or (ball be free of the h\4 
cut. ddlftty, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THp COLONY OF CONNECTICUT. 49 

colony, fill! power and authority, from time to time, and - 
at all times hereafter, to take, ftiip, tranfport, and carry 
away, for and towards the plantation and defence of the 
faid colony, fuch of* our loving fubje&s and ftrangers as 
fliall, or will, willingly accompany them, in and to their 
faid colony and 'plantation, except fuch pcrfon or perfons 
as are or (hall be therein reftrained by us, our heirs and fuo 
eeffors ; and alfo to fliip and tranfport all, and all man- 
ner of goods, chattels, merchandizes, and other things 
whatsoever, that are or fliall be ufeful or neceffary for the 
Inhabitants of the faid colony, and may lawfully be tranf- 
ported thither; neverthelefs not to be difcharged of payment 
to us, our heirs and fucceffors, of the duties, cuftoms and 
fubfidies, which are or ought to be paid or payable for the 
fame. And further, our will and pleafure is, and we do, for General do- 
us, our heirs and fucceffors, ordain, declare, and grant unto ?L Mtl0 L h ? f 
the faid governor and company, and their fucceffors, that tant^of *" 
all and every the fubje&s of us, our heirs or fucceffors, Cona«aicat 
which mall go to inhabit within the faid colony, and every 
of their children which fhall happen to be born there, dr on 
the fea, in going thither, or returning from thence, fhall 
have and enjoy all liberties and immunities of free and na- 
tural fubjeds within any of the dominions of us, our heirs 
or fucceffors, to all intents, conftrudions and ptfrpofes 
whatsoever, as if they, and every of them, were born Within 
the realm of England. And we do authorize and impower Oaths of al- 
the governor or in his abfence the deputy governor for legiance and , 
the time being, to appoint twp or more of the faid affi- fuprcmacy# 
ftdnts, at any of their courts or affemblies to be held as 
aforefaid, to have power and authority to adminifter the 
oath of fupremacy and obedience to all and every perfon 
and perfons, which fliall at any time or times hereafter go 
or pafs into the faid colony of Connecticut ; unto which faid 
afliftants fo to be appointed as aforefaid, we do by thefe 
prefents give full power and authority to adminifter the faid 
oath accordingly. And we further, of our efpecial grace, p^^ t0 e- . 
certain knowledge, and mere motion, give and grant unto net courts 
the faid governor and company of the Englifli colony of Con* °* J ufti . ce / * 
neaicut in New-England in America, and their fucceffors, cMi7uTt£* 
that it fhall and may be lawful to and for the governor, or 
deputy governor, and fuch of the affiftants of the faid com- 
ptmy for the time being, ,as fliall be affembled in any of the 
general courts aforefaid, of in any courts, to be efpecial ly 
fumnioned or affembled for that purpofe, or the greater part 
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of them, whereof the governor, or deputy governor, and fix 
of the affiftants, to be always feven, to eiccfc and make fuch 
judicatories for the bearing and determining of all actions, 
caufes, matters and things happening within the faid colony 
or plantation, and which (hall be in difpute and depending 
there, as they {hall think fit and convenient; and alfo, from 
time to time, to make, ordain and eftablifli all manner of 
Aj- to wholefome and reafonable laws, ftatates, ordinances, direc- 
make laws, tions and inftrudions, not contrary to the laws of this realm 
*■* •"*• of England, as well for fettling the forms and ceremonies 
rovtrary*to °^ government and magiftracy, fit and neceflary for the (aid 
A* Uws of plantation, and the inhabitants there, as for naming and 
T ^ hlri ftyling all forts of officers, both fuperior and inferior, which 
they Stall find needful for the government and plantation of 
the faid colony, and the diftinguifliing and fetting forth of 
the feveral duties, powers and limits of every fuch office suid 
place, and the forms of fuch oaths, not being contrary to the 
laws and ftatutes of this our realm of England, to be admi- 
niftercd for the execution of the faid feveral offices and places ; 
as alfo for the difpofing and ordering of the election of fuch 
of the faid officers as are to be annually chofen, and of fuch 
others as (hall fucceed, in cafe of death or removal, and ad- 
mtniftring the faid oath to the new-elected officers, and grant- 
ing neceflary commiffions, and for impofition of lawful fines, 
mulcts, imprifonments, or other puniihments, upon offenders 
and delinquents, according to the courfe of other corporations 
Eefefence within this our kingdom of England; and the fame laws, 
toothercor- fines, mul&s and executions, to alter, change, revoke, annull, 
SSiiTthe releafe or pardon, under their common feal, as by the faid 
kingdom of general affembly, or the major part of them, (hall be thought 
England, fit; and for the directing, ruling and difpofing of all other 
matters and things, whereby our faid people, inhabitants 
there, may be fo religioufly, peaceably and civilly governed, 
as their good life, and orderly conversation, may win and 
invite the natives of the country to the knowledge and obe- 
dience of the only true God and Saviour of mankind, and the 
Chriftian Faith ; which in our royal intentions, and the ad- 
venturers free profeffion, is the only and principal end of thia^ 
plantation; willing, commanding and requiring, and by thefe 
- prefents, for us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, ordaining and apr 
The faid pointing, that all fuch laws, ftatutes and ordinances, inftruo 
bws&aUbe tions, iropofitions and directions, as (hall be fo made by the 
w^n^" 1 governor, deputy governor add affiftants, asaforefaid, and 
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publiflied 'in writing under their common feal, ihall carefully ■■*»** 
and duly be obferved, kept, performed, and put in execution, ^ m?tt 
according to the true intent, and meaning of the fame j and 
thefe our letters patents, or the duplicate or exemplification 
thereof, ihall be, to all and every fuch officers, fuperiors and 
inferiors , from time to time, for the putting of the fame orders, 
laws, ftatutes, ordinances, inftrudions and directions, in 
due execution, againft us, our heirs and fucceflbrs a fufficicnt 
warrant and discharge; And we do further, for us, our The gov. «f 
heirs and fucceflbrs, give and grant unto the faid governor &« «<wi- 
and company, and their fucceflors, by thefe prefents, that £"* ^^ 
it (hall and may be lawful to and for the chief commanders, to aflfembk 
governors and officers of the faid company for the time and array, 
being,, who (hall be refident in the parts of New-England * B |j ^ ** 
hereafter mentioned, and others inhabiting there, by their JJ ie'coio- 
leave, admittance, appointment or direction, from time toay,andoaa- 
time, and all times hereafter, for their fpecial defence and duathemi* 
fafety, to aflemble, marfhal, array, and put in warlike ^ e n?mie« 
pofture, the inhabitants of the faid colony, and to commif- thatihaUi*- 
fionate, impower and authbrize fuch perfon or perfons ,»*■** *&**» 
they {hall think fit; to lead and conduct the faid inhabitants, 
ana to encounter, expulfe, repel, and refift by force of arms, 
as well by fea as by land, and alfo to kill, flay and de- 
ftroy, by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means whatfoever, 
all and every fuch perfon or perfons as fhall, at any time 
hereafter attempt or enterprize the definition, invafion, de- 
triment op* annoyance of the faid inhabitants and planta- 
tion, and to ufe and exercife the law martial in fuch cafes 
only as occafidn (hall require, and/ to take or furprize, by 
all ways and means whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon 
or perfons, with their {hips, armour, ammunition, and other 
goods, of fuch as {hall, in fuch hoftile manner, invade or 
attempt the defeating of the faid plantation, or the hurt of 
the faid company and inhabitants, and, upon juft caufes, to m<1 fikc- 
invade arid deftroy the natives or other enemies of the faid .**** u ?°* 
colonyl Neverthelefs our will and pleafure is, and we doin V ^ ^ 
hereby declare unto all chriftian kings, princes and ftates, deftroy th*» 
that if any perfons, wljich fhall hereafter be of the faid com- cnemi «* 
pany or plantation, or any other, by appointment of the faid Prorifo i& 
governor and company, tor the time being, (hall at any time <£ fe thc X 
or times hereafter rob or fpoil, by fea pr by land, and do *j ttre ^J* 
any hurt, violence, or unlawful hoftility* to any of the prince or 
fubje&s of us, our heirs or fucceflbrs., or any of the fubje&s ft * te > ***• 

^England. 
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of any prince or ftate, being then in league with as, our 
heirs or fucceflbrs, upon complaint of fuch injury done to 
any fuch prince or ftate, or their fubje&s, we, our heirs and 
fucceflbrs, will make open proclamation within any parts 
- of our realm of England, fit for that purpofe, that the perfon 
or perfons committing any fuch robbery or fpoil (hall, within 
the time limited by fuch proclamation, make full restitution 
or fatisfadion of all fuch injuries done or committed ; foas 
the faid prince or others fo complaining may be fully fatisfied 
and contented : And if the faid perfon or perfons, who {hall 
commit any fuch robbery or fpoil, fliall not make fatisfadion 
accordingly, within fuch time fo to be limited, that then it 
fliall and may be lawful for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, to 
put fuch perfon or perfons out of our allegiance and pro- 
tection ; and that it fliall and may be lawful and free for all 
princes and others to profecute with hoftilities fuch offenders, 
and every of them, their and every of their procurers, aiders, 
ftcftration abettors, and counfellors in that behalf. Provided alfo, and 
^bjetofe! our ex P re f B W *H ana * pleasure is, and we do, by thefe pre- 
fiding in o- fents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, ordain and appoint, 
thcrparta of that thefe prefents fliall not, in any manner, hinder any of 
ons ofTll-" our ' ov i n g fubje&s whatfoever to ufe and exercife the trade 
bertyoffiA-of fiihing, upon the coaft of New-England in America; 
big and dry- but they, and every or any of them, fliall have full and free 
ftlh whMn P owcr ail ^ liberty to continue and ufe the faid trade of fHhing 
the faid co- upon the faid coaft, in any of the feas thereunto adjoin- 
to^ irg, or anv arms of the feas, or falt-water rivers, where 
they have 6een accuftomed to fifh ; and to build and fet 
upon the wafte lands belonging to the faid colony of Con- 
necticut, fuch warfs, ftages, and work-houfes, as fhall be 
necefiary for the falting, drying, and keeping of their fifh, 
to be taken or gotten upon that coaft; any thing in thefe 
Granto f thc prefents contained to the contrary notwithstanding. And 
foil of the know ye further, that we, of our more abundant grace, certain 
colony tothe j cnow j e( jg e> an< j mcrc motion, have given, granted and con- 
companyi" firmed, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs* 
do give, grant and confirm, unto the faid governor and 
s company, and their fucceflbrs, all that part of our domi- 
nions in New England in America^ bounded on the Eaft 
by the 'Narrogancett River, commonly called Narrogancett 
Bay, where the faid river ralleth into the fea, and on the 
North by the line of the Maflachufets plantation, and on 
the South by the fea, and in longitude, as the line of the 
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M afiachufets colony running from Eaft to Weft, (that is to 
fay) from the faid Narrogancett Bay, -on the Eaft, to the 
Sbuth Sea, on the Weft part, with the iflands thereunto 
adjoining, together with all the firm lands, foils, grounds, 
havens, ports, fivers, waters, fiihings, mines, minerals, 
precious ftones, quarries, and all and Angular commodities, 
jurifdi&ions, royalties, privileges, franchifes, preeminencies, 
and hereditaments whatfoever, within the faid trad, bounds, 
lands, and iflands aforefaid, dr - to them, or any of them 
belonging. To have and to hold the fame, unto the faid Habendum, 
governor and company, their fucceftbr, and afligns, for 
ever, upon truft, and for the ute and benefit of themfelres, 
and their aflbciates, freemen of the faid colony, their heirs 
and affigns ; td be golden of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, Tenendum, 
as of our manor of Eaft Greenwich, in free and common 
fpccage, and not in capite, nor by knights fervice ; Yield* Reddendum 
ing and paying therefore to us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, 
only the fifth part of all the ore of gqld and fil ver, which 
from time to time and all times hereafter, (hall be there gotten, 
"had or obtained, in lieu of all fervices, duties and demands 
whatfoever, to be to. us, our heirs or fuccefibrs, therefore 
or thereout rendered, made, or paid. And laftly, we do for 
us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, grant to the faid governor and 
company, and their fuccefibrs, by thefe prefents, that thefe^ 
our letters patents (hall be firm, good, and effedual in the 
law, to all intents, conftru&ions and purpoles whatfoever, 
according to our true intent and meaning herein before de- 
clared, as (hall be conftrued, reputed, and adjudged moft 
favourable on the behalf, and for the beft benefit and behoof 
of the faid governor and company, and their fuccefibrs, al- 
though exprefs mention, &c. In witnefs, &c. Witnefs 
the King, at Weftminfter, the three and twentieth day 
*f April, * 
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Rhode Ifland C H A r t e r, granted ty King Charles II. 

in the Fourteenth Tear of his Reign. 

Quintadecima pan Patent turn Anno Rigni Regis CaROLI 

Secufidi ^ukntodecimo* 



CHARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. T© all 
to whom thefc prefents uiall come, greeting* Whereas we 
have been informed by the humble petition of our- trufty and 
well beloved fubje&s, John Clarke, on the behalf of Benjamin 
Arnold, William Brenton, William Codington, Nicholas 
Eafton, William Boulfton, John'Porter, John Smith, Samuel 
Gorton, • John Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, 
Gregory Dexter, John Cogefhall, Jofeph Clarke, Randall 
Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, 
William Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas Har- 
ris, and William Dyre, and the reft <rf the piirchafers, and 
free inhabitants of our ifland called Rhode Ifland, and the reft 
of the colony of Providence Plantations, in the Narra- 
ganfet Bay, in New England in America, That they, purfu- 
ing with peace and loyal minds, their fober, ferious, and re- 
ligious intentions^ of godly edifying themfelves, and one ano- 
ther, in the holy Chriftiari faith and worfhip as they' were 
perfuaded, together with the gaining over and conversion of 
the poor ignorant Indian natives, in thofe parts of America, to 
the fincere profeflion and obedience of the fame faith *nd wor- 
ftip, did not only by the Content and good encouragement of 
our royal progenitors, tranfport themfelves out pf this king- 
dom of England into America ; but alfo fince their arrival 
there, after their firft fettlement amongft other our fubje&s in 
thofe parts, for the avoiding of difcord, and thofe many evils 
which were likely to enfue upon thofe our fubjedts, not being 
able to bear in thofe remote parts their different appreben* 
fions in religious concernments ; and in purfuance of the afore- 
faid ends, did once again leave their defirable ftations and ha- 
bitations, and with exceffi^e labour and travel, hazard and 
charge, did tranfplant themfelves into the midft of the Indian 
natives, who, as we are informed, are the moft potent prin* 
ces and people of all that country 5 whereby the good provi- 
i dencq 
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«3ence df God (from whotri tlte plantations hav* tak*ii their 

name) upon their labour and induftr^, they have not only 

teen preferved to admiratibn^ hut have increaftd and ptiofper- 

«d, *nd are feifced and pofleffed, hy plirchaft and cpnfent of 

the faid natives, to their full content, of fuch lands, iflands, 

rivers, harbouVs, and roids, as are very convenient both fo* 

plantations, and alfo for building of (hips, fapply 4>f pipz- 

ftaves, and other merchandise, and Which lies very c6mmo*. 

droiis in miny refpefis for commfcrce^ and to accommodate 

our fouthefrn plantations, and may much advance the trade of 

this our realm, and greatly enlarge the rerrktfrtes thereof \ 

they having, by near neighbourhood to, and 'friendly fbciety 

With, the great body of the Narragarifet Indiana, given them 

encouragement, of thefr 6wri accord j to fubjeft themfelvesi 

their people and lands; unto lis : whereby (as Is hoped) therfc 

may, in tinie^ by the bteffing of G6d upon tlftir endeavburs^ 

t>e laid a fure fotmdatidn ofhfcppiriefs to all Arrierica. Ana 

whereas, ift fhfeir humble addVeft, they have freely declared* 

That it is" much on their hearts (if tney be permitted) to hold 

forth a lively experiment, that a moft ftourifliing civil ftati 

may ftand, and bfeft Be maintained, and that among our Eng- 

lifh fubje&s, with a fall liberty ih reli^ricAis concernments, 

*nd that true pfety, rightly grounded upon gbfpel principles, 

Will give the beft and greatfeit fecuritV to ftwereignty, and will 

hy ih the hearts of mfen the &rongeft obligations to tnie foy- 1 

alty : now know ye, That v/e bfcrng willing to entburage th«i 

hopeful undertaking of butfafid lct^tl and lbving fdbjfe&is, and 

to fecure them iri the free exercife ahd enjoyment df all their 

tivfl zxH religious, rights appertaining, to them as dur loving 

fcbje<5b; and to preftrvfe uhtb therii tW* liberty ill the true 

Chriftiart faith aiid worfhip of G<ti> vrhicti they have fought 

with fo rhfich travel, arrd ifrirh peaceable* hi i rids arid toyal fub- 

je£Hon to our foykl progfehitbfs, ah r d biirfelves, to enjoy: and 

Becaufe fdme of the people and inhabitants of the famfe colpny 

cannot, in their private optrndn^^rtftfrfi to the public exer* 

fife of rell'gioh, according to' tlte.lt ttfrgy, foriri, anil ceremo- 

nifes of the church of England, or* iifkp ik fubfcribe the oaths 

arid articles made and etfabliflie.d 1 ift titit behalf; and for that 

the fame, by reafon of the r^rnofe diftahfcesf SP thofe places, 

<eiTL as ^ hope, be no breach bfthki qriity ^frrd uniformity 

<6ftablr(heff iti this riatiotf, have ihferefbre thought fif, and dq 

jjffcreby piibtHh, gnttitj ordain^ arid declare, that our royal wilt 

ihA pleifare is, That no perfdh within* the feid colony,, at 

fhy thnti hfcr*afftr$ fthfll be anf-vHfe molefted, punifhfcd, drf- 

qjiifcWA) ot callid hr cjfueftion, fcmany differences' in opinion 1 
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5*{** totfc *in ftiatteft of religion, and do'-ngt iduf^Iy djfturb the civil 
^^^pcaceofourfaid colony; but tb*t all and avcry perfon an4 
»y of the perforifc may, from time to time, and at alt times hereafter, 
free «*mf« freely and fully have and enjoy his and their own judgment? 
•^ dr,di -and confidences, in matters of religious concernments; 
throughout the trad of land h«reaftpr mentioned, they bebav? 
ing themfelves peaceably and quietly, ajid not ufing this li- 
berty to licentioufnejs and profanenefs, nor to the civil inju- 
ry or outward difturbapce of others aqy Jaw, ftatuteor claufe 
therein contained^ or to be cop gained, ufage or cuftorri of thi? 
realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wife nptwithftanding* 
And that they may be in the better capacity to defend them- 
/elves in their juft rights and liberties again ft alj the enemies 
of thcChriftian faith, and others, in all refpe£U 9 we have fur* 
ther thought fit, and at the hu,mble petition of the perfon? 
They fall aforefaid, are gracioufly pleafed to declare, That they (hall 
enjoy the have arid enjoy the benefit of our late a& of indemnity, and 
the*^ °of ^ rcc P zr d°fl 9 as the reft of our fubje&s in other ouf dominion? 
indemnity! * n d territpries have ; and to create and make them a body po- 
litic or corpprate, with the powers or privileges herejn after 
Incorpwa- mentioned": ajid ajjcprdipgly, our will and pleafure is, and of 
tion of di- our efpeciaj grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, wq 
w^perfons J^ve ord^ncd, conftituted and declared, and by thefe prelents. 
dence Pin- f° r us * our nCirs ana * fucceflbrs, do ordain, conftitute, ana 
unions. declare, That they the faid Williana Brentpn, William Cod- 
ington, Nicholas Eafton, Benedict Arnold, Willjarji Boul- 
- fton, John Pprtcr, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, Johi} 
Wcekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, 0regory Dexter^ 
John CogeihaU, Jofeph Clarke, Randall Houlderu Johq 
Greene, jphjj Rooqae, William Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, 
Richard Tew, Willian} Field, Thomas Harris, James Barker, 
Rainfborrow, ' "JVilliams, and John Nickfon, 

and all fuch others as ajre now, or hereafter fhall be admitted, 
free of the company and fociety of qpr cplony of Providence 
Plantations, iri the Najra&anfet Bay, in Hew England, fhall 
be, from time ft> time, and for ever hereafter, a body corpo- 
Nameofthe rat<? an< * P°^ t,c » ? n facVand narne, by trje pame of the Go- 
cerpontion. vcrnor and Company of (he £nglifli Colonv of Rh#de Ifland, 
and Providence Plantatipns, in New England, in .America; 
and that by the fame pame {Jiey and their fuqcefibrs fhall and 
may have perpetua] fucceffiop, and fhall and niay be perfons 
able and capable in the law to fue and be fued, to, plead and be 
impleaded, to anfwer and to beanfwered unto, to defend and 
to be defended, in all and lingular fuits, caufes, quarrels, 
patters, adions, and things, of what kind or nature foever • 
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md alfoto have, take, poffefs, acquire, and purchafe lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattels, and the 
fame to leafe, grant, demife, alien, bargain, fell and difpofe of, 
& their own will and pleafure, as other our liege people of 
this our realm ef England, or any corporation or body poli- 
tic within the fame, may lawfully do ; and further, That they 
the (kid Governor and Company, and their fucceflbrs, (hall 
and may, for ever hereafter, have a common feal, to ferve and Common 
ufe for all matters, caufes, things, and affairs whatsoever, of Seal. * 
them and their fucceflbrs, and the fame feal to alter, change, 
break, and make new from time to time, at their will and 
pleafure, as they fhalLthink lit. And further, we will and 
ordain, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
do declare and appoint, That for the better ordering and ma- Cnwm. 
naging of the affairs and bufinefs of the faid company and menu 
their fucceflbrs, there {hall be one governor, one deputy go- 
vernor, and ten affiftants, to be from time to time conflituted, 
el e£ted, and chofen, out of the freemen of the faid company, 
for the tirrie being, in fuch. manner and form as is hereafter in 
thefe prefents exprefled > which faid officers (hall apply them* 
felves to take cafe for the" beft difpofing and ordering of the 
general bufinefs and affairs of and concerning the lands and 
hereditaments herein after mentioned to be granted, and the 
plantation thereof, apd t)ie government of the people there, 
And for the better execution of cW royal pleafure herein, we Appoint- * 
^o for us, pur b^irs and fucceflbrs, aflign, name, conftitute, mentof the 
and appoinf, fhe aforefaid Venqlift Arnold to be the firft and JJjJ |^£ 
prefent governor of the faid company, and the faid William. g0 4riw, 
Prenton to be the deputy governor, and the faid William Boul- a»a affia- 
fton* John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, John anti * 
Smith, John Greene, John Cogefhall, James Barker, Wil- 
liam Field, and Jofeph Clarke, to be the ten prefent affiftants 
qf the (aid company, to continue in the faid fevefal offices 
refpefiively, until the firft Wcdnefday yyhich (hall be in the 
month of May now nexp coming. And further, we will^ The w- 
and by thefe prefects, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do or- nor may af- 
dain and grant, That the governor of the faid company, for fcmbie the 
the time being, or in hjs abferjee, by occafion of ficknefs, or ^y d a c 8 ™^ 
otherwife, by his leave or permiffipn, the deputy governor, M he thinks 
for the time being, fliall and niay, jfrom time to time, upon proper 
all occafibns, give order for the ajfembling of the faid compa- 
ny, and calling them together, to confult and advife of the 
bufinefs and affairs of the faid company ; and that for ever here* 
after, twice hi every year, that js to fay, on every firft Wed- 
ijcfday in tjie moath of May, and on every laft Wednefday 
' 4 : " " ' •' ;"' .: • in 
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in October, or oftene*, In cafe it (ball be fequifite, the inHk 
ants, #nd foch tif the freemen of the ford company, not ex- 
ceeding fix perfons, for Newport, fotir perfons for eadi rf 
the refpe&ive towns of Providence, Portfmouth, and War* 
wick, and two perfons fof each other place, town or city, Wh6 
lhall be from time to time thereunto defied or deputed by the 
major part of the freemen of the refpeftive places, towns or 
places for which they fcall be fo defied or deputed, (half have 
* general meeting or aflembly, then and there to confiilt, ad- 
vife and determine, in and about the affairs and bufinefs of 
the faid company and plantations. And further; we do of 
our efpecial grace, .certam knowledge, and mere motion, 
give and grant unto the faid governor and company 6f the 
Knglifb colony of Rhode Ifland and ftwidence Plantations^ 
in New England, tti America* and their fucceflbrs, That the 
governor, or in his abfence, or by his permiffion, the deputy 
governor of th* faid company, for the.time being, the 4ffift- 
*nts, and fuch of the freemen of the faid company as Aall be 
fo arorefaid defied or deputed, or fo many of them as fftall be, 
prefent at foch meeting or aflembly, as aforefaid, fliall be call- 
ed the general aflembly ; and that they, or the greateft part 
bf them then prefent, whereof the governor, or deputy go- 
vernor, and fix of the afftftants at Ieafl*, to be feveh, fliall have, 
and have hereby given and granted unto them, full power and 
authority, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to 
appoint, alter, and change fuch days, times and places of 
meeting, and general aflembly, as they fhall think fit, and 
to chufe, nominate and appoint fuch and fo many perfons 
as they (hall think fit, and (hall be willing to accept the 
fame, to be free of the faid company and body politic, 
and them into the fame to admit, and to elefi, and confti- 
tute fuch offices and officers, and to grant fuch needful 
fcommiffions as they fhall think fit and requifite, for order- 
ing, managing, and difpatching of the aflfcirs of the fefd go- 
vernor ana company, and their fucceffors ; and, frtni time 
to time, to make, ordain, conflitute, or repeal, fuch laws, fea- 
tures*, orders and ordinances, forms and cereihbnies of go- 
vernment and niagfftracy, as to them fhall ftem meet, for the 
good and welfare* of the faid company, and for the government 
and ordering of the lands and hereditaments* herein after men- 
tioned to be granted, and of the people that do, or at any time 
hereafter fhall inhabit, or be within the fame ; fo as fuch laws, 
ordinances, and confutations, fo made 4 , be not contrary and 
repugnant unto, but, as near as may, agreeable f6 the laws of 
this* out realm* of England; confidering the nature atitfc6frftr- 
tution of the place and people there ; and atfo, to appoint, or- 
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der,and direct, erect and: fettle fuch places and courts of jiM 
{ifdi&ion, for hearing and determining of all actions,, cafes* 
patters and things, fcappening within tfce faid colony and 
plantation, and which ihall be in difpute, and depending 
^here, a? they {hall think fifc 5 and alfo to diftinguifli and frt 
forth tl?e feveral names and titles, duties, powers and limits, 
qf $aeU court, office and officer, fupexipr and inferior ; and 
alfo, *9 contrive and appoint fuch forms of oath* and attes- 
tation $» not repugnant, but as near as may be agreeable at , 
aforefaid to the laws and ftatutes of this. Qur realm, as, aire con* 
Yemeni and, requifite, with refpect to the due adminiftration 
9f jqftic^, and due; execution and discharge of all offices and 
places of truft, by the perfons that Audi be therein concent* 
ed \ and alfo to regulate and order the way and manner of aU 
elections to offices and places of truft, aj*d to prefcribe, limit 
and.diftinguiih the number and bounds of all places, towns 
and cities, with the limits and bounds herein, after mention* 
ed, and not herein particularly named* who have or fhail 
have the power of electing and fending of freemen to the faid 
general affembly ; a#d alfo to order, direct and authorife, the 
impoiing of lawful, and reafonable fines, mul#s, imprifon^ 
ments, and executing other punishments, pequniary and cor* 
poral, upon offenders and delinquents, according to the 
courfe of other corporations, within this our kingdom of Eng-r 
land 5 and again, to alter, revojee* annul! at pardon, under 
thei< common feal, qr otherwise, fuch tings*, mulcts, rmpri- 
fon ments, fentenc.es,. judgments and condemnations, as (hall 
be thought fit j and to direct, rule,, order and difpofe of 
a}l other matters and things, and particularly that which re* 
lates to the. making of pur chafes of the native. Indians, as to 
tbem. ftall feem meet} whereby our faid people and jnhabi* 
tants in the faid plantations, may. be fo religiouily., peaceably 
and. Qiyilly governed, astji^t by their good life, and orderly 
convejfation,. they, may win and. invite the native Indians of 
the country to the knowledge and obedience of, the only true v 
Gojd and Sayjour of mankind ;• willing* commanding and re* 
quiring* and by tbefe prefect*, for us, our heirs, and fuccefr 
fpr$4 ofdainffig and appointing, that all: fuch laws, ftatutes, 
tp-jders and ordinances,, inftru#ions, 1 impofitions and directions, 
sis fhalj be fo made by the gove/nor, deputy, aififtants and 
frees^ep 3 or. fuch number, of them a& aibreiaid,. and publifhed 
iri writing under their common, feal, {hall be carefully, and 
duly, obfefVed, kept, pe*fpxmed. and. put in. execution, ,ao 
<5ording to the true intent and, meaning; of the. fame* And 
thefeouHetter* patents* oiLths.duplicaie.or cxfcmjpjification 
thereof, (hall be to all and every fuch officers, fuperior or in- 
ferior, 
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fcrfor, from time to time, for the putting of the fame drier*/ 
laws, ftatutes, ordinances, inftrudions and directions, in dud 
execution againft us, our heirs and fucceffors, a fufficient 
warrant and dkcharge. And further, our will and pleafure 
is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and fucceffors, eftablifl* 
There (hall and ordain, That yearly, once in the year for ever hereafter,* 
teanannu- namely, the aforefaid Wedncfday in May, and at the town of 
•f thc^go^ Newport, or elfewhere if urgent occafion do require, the go- 
vernor, sou vernor. deputy governor, and affiftants of the faid company, 
hy the ge- and other officers of the laid company, or fuch of them as the 
win^rfJe g encral affembly fliall think fit, dull be in the (aid general 
month of court or affembly, to be held from that day or time, newly 
May. chofen for the year enfuing, by greater part of the faid com- 
pany for the time being, as {hall be then, and there prefent. 
Accidental And if it lhall happen that the prefent governor, deputy gover- 
4e*h C or «- nor » an ** affi ft* nts » ty && prefents appointed, or any (uch a* 
moral may fliall hereafter be newly chofen into their rooms, or any of 
he filled up them, or any other the officers of the faid company, fliall die, 
iL^embT or * >e rcinovc ^ ^ rom *" s or their feveral offices or places, before 
tm y the faid general day of election, (whom we do hereby declare 
Power tore- for any mifdemeanor or default, to be removable by the gover- 
Kovernor^or nor, affiftants and company, or fuch greater part of them, in 
any other any of the faid public courts to be affembled, as aforefaid) 
officer, for that then, and in every fuch cafe, it (hall and may be lawful 
•nyjnifdc- to an| j f pr t jj C ^yj governor, deputy governor, affiftants and 
company aforefaid, or fuch greater part of them fo to be af- 
fembled, as is aforefaid* in any of their aflembliea, to proceed 
to a new ele&ion of one or more of their company, in the 
room or place, rooms or places, of fuch officer or officers fo 
dying or removed, according to their directions. And im- 
mediately upon and after fuch election or elections made of 
fuch governor, deputy governor, affiftant or affiftants, or any 
other officer of the faid company, in manner and form afore- 
faid, the authority, office and power, before given to the for- 
mer governor, deputy governor, and other officer and officers 
fo removed, in whofe ftead and place new (hall be chofen, 
ihall, as to him and them, and every of them refpe&ively, 
ceafe and determine : provided always, and our will and plea* 
The gov, f ur e is, That as well fuch as are by thefe prefents appointed 
«?. Uty maU ' to b c * c prefer governor, deputy governor, and affiftants of 
takefoiemn thevfaid company, as thofe which fliall fucceed them, and all 
engage- other officers to be appointed and chofen as aforefaid, fliall, 
ST^utfes ^° rc * e undertaking the execution of the faid offices and 
©f their places respectively, give their folemn engagement by oath or 
aefpeciive otherwife, for the due and faithful performance of their duties 
•**• . in 
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in- their feveral offices and places, before Aich perfon or per- 
foris as are by thefe prefents hereafter appointed to take arid* ^ 
receive the fame ; (that is to fay) the faid Behedift Arnold* 
Who is herein before nominated and appointed the prefent 
governor of the faid Company, fliall give the aforefaid ei\± 
gagement before William Brenton, or any tvvb of the faid 
afiiftants of the faid company, unto whom we do, by thefd 
prefents, give full power aud authority to require and receive 4 
the Came; and the faid William Brenton, who is hereby Be- 
Fore nominated and appointed the prefent deputy governor . 
of the faid company, fhall give the aforefaid engagement be- 
fore the faid Benedict Arnold, 4r any two of the affiftants of 
the faid company, unto whom we do, by thefe prefents, give % 
full, power and authority to require and receive the fame ; 
and the faid William Boulfton, John Porter, Roger Wil- 
liams, Thomas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, John 
Coggeftiall, James Barker, William Field, and Jofeph Clarke, 
who are herein before nominated and appointed the prefent 
affiftants of the company, fhall give the faid engagement td 
their offices and places refpe&ively.belonging, before the faid 
Benedict Arnold and William Brenton, or one of them, to 
whom refpe&ively we do hereby give full power and autho- 
rity to require^ admrnifter or receive the fafrie. And further, Mann** \t% 
our will and pleafure is, that all and every other futiire go- whichftt - 
vernor, or deputy governor, to be ete&ed and chofen byn^sfnTo- 
virtue of thefe prefenrs, fhall give the faid engagement before thenofficert 
two or more of the faid affiftants of the faid company for the of the L"^* 
time beins;, unto whom we do, by thefe prefents, give full gi^tkefe 
power ancT authority to require, adminifter or receive the engage 
fame; and the faid affiftants, and every of them,- and all and «« nW * 
every other officer or officers, to be hereafter ele&ed and 
chofen by virtue of thefe prefents, from time to time, fliall 
give the like engagements fb "their offices and places re- 
spectively belonging, before the governor, or deputy govern 
nor, for the time being 5 unto which faid governor, or de- 
puty governor, we do by thefe prefents give full power and 
authority to require* "adminifter, or receive the fame accord- 
ingly . And we do likewife, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, The govcr- 
give and grant unto the faid governor and company, and their jj** fown 
fucceflbrs, by thefe prefents, that for the more peaceable and the colony, 
orderly government of the faid plantations, it fhall and may according 
be lawful for the governor; deputy governor* affiftants, and ^hive* 
all other officers and minifters, of the faid company, in the already been 
adminiftration of juftice, and exercife of government, in the »« «fe th»« 
faid plantations, to life* exercife* and put in execution, fuch ^J^ * 

F methods, tothekwt 
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°f fcflO ■■- methods, rules, orders, and directions, not being contrary and 
chaara/iA repugnant *° the laws and ftatutes of this ourrealm, as has been 
feme gen. heretofore given, u fed, and accuftomed in fuch cafes refpe&ively, 
aflcmbly. to be put in practice, until, at the next, or fome other general 
aflfembly, efpecial provision (hall be made and ordained in the 
V°*** ** cafes aforefaid. And we do further, for us, our heirs and fuc- 
scopiel *»4 ceflbrs, give and grant unto the (aid governor and company, and 
U*ding their fucceflbrs, by thefe prefents, that it fhall and may be lawful 
them out to to and for the faid governor, or in his abfence the deputy* go- 
mv enemies vcrnor > zn ^ major part of the faid affiftants for the time being, at 
tb*t fluU any time, when the faid general aflembly is not fitting, to nomi- 
invadc the nate, appoint and constitute fuch and fo many commanders, go- 
colon 3 r * yernors, and military officers, as to them fhall feem requiiite, 
for the leading, conducting, and training up the inhabitants of 
the faid plantations in martial affairs, and for the defence and 
fafeguard of the faid plantations ; and that it (hall and may be 
lawful to and for all and every fuch commander, governor, and 
military officer, that (hall be fo as aforefaid, or by the governor, . 
or in his abfence the deputy governor, and fix of the affidavits, 
and major part of the freemen of the (aid company, prefent at 
any general aflemblies, nominated, appointed ana conftituted, 
according to the.tenor of h is and their refpe&ive commiffions and 
directions, to aflemble,exercife in arms, marfhal, array, and put 
in warlike pofture, the inhabitants of the faid colony, for their 
efpecial defence and fafety ; and to lead and conduct the faid 
inhabitants, and to encounter, repulfe, and refift by force of 
arms, as well by fea as by land, and alfo to kill,* flay and 
deftrby, by all fitting ways, cnterprizes and means whatfo- 
ever, all and every fuch perfon or perfons, as (hall at any 
time hereafter attempt or enterprise the deft ruction, invafion, 
detriment or annoyance of the faid inhabitants or plantations \ 
and to ufe and exercife the law martial, in fuch cafes only as 
occafion {hall neceffarily require; and to take and furprize, 
by all ways and means whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon 
and perfons, with their (hip or (hips, armour, ammumtion, 
©r other goods of fuch perfons as (hall in hoftile manner in- 
vade or attempt the defeating of the faid plantation, or the 
* I a* , 5? hurt of the faid company and inhabitants: and upon juft 
inv2ethem cau ^ cs to invade and deftroy the natives, Indians, or other 
Buttbey enemies of tjje faid colony. Nevertheless, our wifl and plea- 
Buy not in- fare is, and we do hereby declare, to the reft of our colonies 
SwXadtea * n New- England, that it (hall not be lawful for this our faid 
. inhabiting colony of Rhode-lfland and Providence plantations in Ame- 
nthercolo- rica, in New T £ngland, to invade the natives inhabiting with- 
rnSau? 1 m tbc bounds and limits of their faid colonies, without the 
fcidctloiues know- 
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knowledge and confent of the faid other colonies* And it -is And the o- 
bereby declared, that it fhall not be lawful to or for the reft of JJ£ r J^ 
the colonies to invade or moleft the native Indians, of any other Qn 4er the 
inhabitants inhabiting within the bounds or limits hereafter frmereftrk- 
mentioned, (they having fubje&ed themfelves* unto us, and V^ w t " h t r ^ 
being, by us taken into our fpecial prote£fcidn) without Indians that 
the knowledge and confent of the governor and company inhabit 
of our colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantation. Rhodc - Ifl - 
Alfo our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby declare urito Provifionin 
^11 Chriftian Kings, Princes and States, that if any perfoh, cafe any of 
which (hall hereafter be of the faid company or plantation, j^™)^ 
or any other by appointment of the faid governor and com- colony of 
p?ny, for the time being, (ball at any time or times hereafter Rhode-M. 
rob or fpoil, by fea or land, or do any hurt, or unlawful ^^^^ 
hoftility, to any of the fubj eels of us,, our heirs and fuc- fubjefts of 
ceffors, or any of the fubje&s of any Prince or State, beirig any <ute in 
then in league with us, our heirs and fucceflbrs ; upon COI ^~ j^nd™ 1 * 
plaint of (uch injury done to any fuch Prince or State, or n8an * 
their fubjefts, we, our heirs and fucceflbrs, will make open 
proclamation, within any parts of our realm of Engbnd, jrlt 
for that pur pofe, that the perfon or perfons committing: any 
fuch robbery or .fpoil, (hall, within the time limited by fuqh 
proclamation, make full reftitution or fatisfa&ion of all fuch 
injuries done or committed, fo as the faid Prince, or others fo 
complaining, may be fully fatisfied and contented j and if 
the faid perjbn or perfons, who fhall commit any fuch rob- 
bery or fpoil. , ,lhall not make fsfctisfa&ion accordingly within 
fuch time fo to he limited, that then we, our heirs and fuc- / 
cefibrs, will, put fuch perfon or perfons out of our allegiance 
.and protection ; .and that then it (hall and maybe lawful 
apd free for all Princes or others, to profecute with hoftility 
fuch offenders, and every of them, their and every of their 
procurers, aiders, abettors and counfellors, jn that behajf. 
Provided alfo, and our exprefs will ax^d pleafure is, and we do Refection 
by thefe.prefents, for us, our heirs and 'fucceflbrs, ordain and totheking** 
appoint, that the.fe prefents fhall not in any manner hinder P^^-^ 
any of our loving fubje&s whatfoever, from ufing and exer- liberty of 
cifing the trade of fifhing upon the coaft of New-England in fiAing and 
America, but that they, and every or any of rhero, (hall haveJ^S ***** 
rfuil.and free p^wcr and liberty to continue and ufe the trade t ^- n co i OJ) y. 
of fiuhing upon the faid coaft, in any of the fcas thereunto ad- 
joining, or any arms of the fea, or falt-water, rivers and 
creeks, where .they have been accuftorhed to fifh, and to 
build and fet upon the. wafte land belonging to the faid colony 
and plantations, Tu^h wharfs, ftages, and work-houfes as 

Fa' fliall 
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• Whalei. 



fhall be ncceflary forrthe falting, drying and keeping of their 
fife, to be taken or gotten upon that, coaft. And further, for 
the encouragement of the inhabitants of our faid colony of 
Providence plantation, to fet upon the biifmefs of taking 
' whales, jt.ftall be lawful for them, or any of them, having 
ftruck a whale, dubertus, or other great n(h, it or thern to 
purfue unto that coaft, and into any bay, river, cove, creek 
or fhore, belonging thereto, and it pr them, upon the £ai<j. 
coaft, or in the faid bay, river, v cqye, creek or fliore, belong- 
ing thereto, to kill and order for the beft advantage without 
moleftation, they making no wilful wafte or fpoil % anything 
jn thefe prefents contained, or, a^ny other matter or thing to 

yineyarfs. the contrary notwithstanding. And further alfo, we are 
gracioufly "pleated ? and dq hereby declare, that if 'any of the 
inhabitants of our faid colony do fet upon the planting of 
vineyards., (the foil and climate both feeming naturally to 
concur to the production of wines) or be induftrious in the 
difcovery of fifliing T banks, in or about the' faid colony, we 
will, from time to time, give and allow all due and fitting 
encouragement therein, as to others in cafes of like nature. 

Liberty to" • ^ j f ur therof our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and 

carry over - . . < r 5 . ' . ,, . °-* e 

to this co- mere motion, we pave given and granted, and by thefe -pre- 
lony any of jfents, for us, our heirs and fuccejTors, do give and grant, 
fub'ea" 88 " nto tne ^ gP vernor an 4 company of the Englifh colony of 
Who ihall Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantation Jn the Narraganfett 
be willing' bay in New-England, in America* and to every inhabitant 
to go tin- there/ and to every perfon and perfons trading thither, and 
{o every fuch perfon or perfons as are or fliall be free of the 
faid colony, full power and authority, from time to time, 
and at all times hereafter, to take, {hip, tranfport, and carry 
away, out of any of our realms and dominions, fpr arid to- 
wards the plantation and defence. of the (aid colony, fuch and 
fo many of our loving fubje&s and ftrangers, as (hall or will 
willingly accompany them in and to their faid colony and 
plantation, except fuch perfon or perfons as are or fhall be 
therein retrained by us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, or any law 
or ftatute of this realm ; and ajfo to (hip and tranfport all and 
all manner of goods,, chattels, merchandize, and other things 
goods and whatsoever, that are or fliall be ufeful or neceffary for the faid 
toerchan- pi an ^ at i ns, and defence thereof and ufuatly tranfported, 
England? and not prohibited by any IaW or ftatute of this our realm; 
1 yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, fuch 

{he duties, cuftoms arid ftibfidies, as are or ought to be paid 
pcneral de- or payable for the fame. ' And further, our will and pleafure 
nidation of j s anc j we do* for us* our heirs and fucceflbrs. ordain, cte- 

411 Jhei*- I . • , • - qlm 
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dare and grant, unto the faid governor and company, and habitants of 
their fucceflbrs, -that all and every the. fubje£ls of us, our coony# 
heirs and fucceflbrs, , which are already planted and fettled 
within our laid colony of providence plantations, or which 
ftall hereafter go to inhabit within the faid colony, and all 
and every of their children which have been born there, or 
which {hall happen hereafter to be born there, or on the fea 
going thither or returning from thence, fhall have and enjoy 
all liberties and immunities of free and natural fubje&s, with- 
in any the dominions of us, our heirs or fucceflbrs, to all in- 
tents, conftru&ions and purpofes whatsoever, as if they and 
every of them were born .within the realm of England, And c J** n }. < J f f 
further know ye, that we, of our more abundant grace, cer- ^ ^ ° f 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted and to the &id 
confirmed, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fuc- g°*w> r * 
peflbrs, do give, grant and confirm, unto the faid governor eom * a,l J* 
and company, and their fucceflbrs, all that part of our do- 
minions, in New-England in America^ containing the Na- 
hantick and Nanhyganfett alias Narraganfett bay and coun- 
tries and parts adjacent, bounded on the weft, or wefterly, » 
to the middle or channel of a river there, commonly called and 
known by the name of Pawcatuck alias Pawcawtuck river, 
and fo along the faid river, as the greater or middle ftream , 

f hereof reacheth or lie* up into the north country, northward 
unto the head thereof, and from thence by a ftrait line drawn 
due north, until it meet with the fouth line of the Mafla- 
chufets colony, and on the north or northerly by the afore- 
faid fouth or foutherly line of the Maffachufets colony or 
plantation, ancl extending towards the eaft or eaftwardly 
three Englifh miles, to the eaft and north-eaft of the moft 
eaftern and north eaftern parts of the aforefaid Narraganfett 
bay, as the faid bay lieth or extendeth itfelf from the ocean 
on the fouth or fouthwardly, unto the mouth of the river 
" which runneth towards the town of Providence, and from 
thence along the eaftwardly fide or bank of the faid river 
(higher called by the name of Seacunck river) up to the falls 
called fatucket falls, being the moft weftwardly line of Ply- 
mouth colony \ and fo from the faid falls, in a ftrait line 
due north, until it meet with the aforefaid line of the Maffa- 
chufets colony, and bounded on the fouth by the ocean, 
and in particular the lands belonging to the town of Provi- 
dence, ratuxit, Warwicke, Mifquamrriacock alias Pawca- 
tuck, and the reft upon the main land, in the traft aforefaid, 
together with Rhode-Ifland, Blocke-Ifland, and all the reft 
pf the iflan4s and banks in the Narraganfett bay, and bor- 
dering 
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dering upon the coaft of the trail aforefaid, (Filters I/land 
only ex^pted) together with all firm lands, foils, grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiihings, mines royaj, and all 
Other mines, minerals, precious (tones, quarries, woods, 
wood-grounds, rocks, flates, and all and Angular other com- 
modities, jurisdictions, royalties, privileges, franchifes, pre- 
eminences and hereditaments whatfoevcr, within the faid 
frail, bounds, lands and ijlands aforcfaid, to them or any 
Haten4om. f tnem belonging, or in any- wife appertaining. To have 
and to hold the fame, unto the faid governor and company, 
and their fucceflbrs for eyer, upon truft, for the ufe and be- 
nefit of them (elves*, and their affbeiates, freemen of the faid 
ItawaJMB. colony, their heirs and affigns,. To be holden of us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs as of the manor of Raft-Greenwich, in 
, our county of Kent, in free and cominon focage, and not 

dum / B " in capite, nor by Knight's fervice. Yielding and pay- 
ing therefore to us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, only thfe fifth 
jartofall the ore of gold and filver, which from time to 
time, and at alj times hereafter, ihall be there gotten, had 
or obtained, in lieu and fatfcfa&ion of all fervices, duties, 
fines, forfeitures made or to be njade, claims and demands 
whatfoever, to be to us, our heirs or fucceflbrs* therefore or 
thereout rendered., made or paid - 9 any grant or claufe, in a 
late grant to the governor and company of Connecticut colony 
in America, to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithftand- 
ing ; the , aforcfaid Pawcatuck river having been yielded after 
much debate, for the fixed' and certain bounds between thefe 
our faid colonies, by the agents thereof, who have alfo 
agreed, that the faid Pawcatuck river ftwll he .ajfo called alias 
Narrogancett or Narroganfett river, and to prevent future 
.difputea .that otherwife might arife thereby, for ever here- 
after, (hall be conftrued, deemed and taken to be the Nar- 
rogancett river, in our late grant to Connecticut colony, 
ApM* to mentioned as the ea-fterly bounds of that colony, Apd fur- 
the king. tner , our will and pka/ure is, that in all matters of public 
controverfies, which may fall out between our colony of Pro- 
vidence plantation, to make their appeal therein to us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs, for redrefs m fuch cafes, withwi this 
Liberty to our realm of England ; and that it fhall he lawful ,to ajid for 
^^/ e " the inhabitants of the faid colony of Providence .plantation, 
the other without lett or uipleftation, to pa fs and cepafs with freedom 
Bnglifh co- ; nto anc j through the reft of the Englifh -colonies, upon. their 
iohies., j aw f u ] an( j c i v ii occaftons, and to coniverfe, and hold com- 
merce, and trade with fuch of the inhabitants of our .other 
Englifii colones as fhall be willing to admit them thereunto, 

they 
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they behaving thcmfelves peaceably among them i any aft, 
claufe or^fentence, in any of the faid colonies provided, or 
that fhall be provided, to the contrary in any wife notwith* 
ftanding. And laftiy, we do for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
ordain and grant unto the faid governor and, company, and 
their fucceflbrs, by thefe prefents, that thefe our letters pa- 
tents fhall be firm, good, effectual and available, in all 
things in the law, to all intents, conftru&ions and purposes 
whatfoever, according to our true intent and meaning, herein 
before declared ; and fhall be conftrued, reputed and adjudg- 
ed, in all cafes, mod favourably . on the behalf, and for the 
beft benefit and behoof of the faid governor and company, 
and their fucceflbrs, although exprefs mention, &c. In wit* 
neftj &c. witnefs, &c. 

^ *■ , 

Per Ip/um Rjgem* 
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Firft Charter granted to the Colony of the Massaj 
chusetts Bay, 1644. 

CHARLES by the grace of God, King of England, Scot- 
land, Trance, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

To all to whom thefe Prefents fhall cotne, Greeting; 

*ITI7HEREAS our rooft dcare and royal Father King JameS x 
" of btefled memory, by his Highnefs's fetters patents, 
beareing date at Weftminfter the third *day of November, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, hath given and granted unto 
the Councel eftabtifhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon,' 
for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of New- 
England in America, and to their heirs fucceflburs and affignes 
for ever: All that part of America lying and being in breadth 
from, fourty degrees of northerly latitude from the equinoxtiail 
line, to fourty- eight degrees of the faid northerly latitude in- 
clufivtly, and in length of and within all the breadth afore fa id 
throughout the maine lands from fea to fea, together alfo 
with all the firme lands, foyles, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
waters, ftflung, mines, and mineralls, as well royal 1 mines 
of gould and ulver, as ocher mines and mineralls, pfecious 
ftones, quarries, and all and Angular other commodities, 
jurifdi&ions, privileges, franchifes and preheminences both* 
within the faid trail of land upon the maine, and alfo within 
the iflands and feas adjoining. Provided always that the kid 
iflands or any the premifles by the faid letters patent intended 
and meant to be granted were not then actually poffefled or 
inhabited by any other chriftian prince, or ftate, nor within 
the bounds limits or territories of the fouthern colonies then 
before granted by our faid deare father to be plamed'by fuch 
of rjts loving fubje£ts in the fouthern parts. To have^tulttb ' 
-hold, poffefs and enjoy all and Angular the aforefaid continent,* . 
lands, territories, iflands, hereditaments and precia&sj .feas, 
waters, fifhings, with all and all manner their commodities, 
royalties, liberties, preheminences, and profits that Ihould 
from thenceforth arife from thence, with all an4 lingular their 
appurtenances, and every part and parcel thereof, unto the 
{aid Councel, and their fucceffors and aiEgnes Sot ever, to 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB MASSACHUSETTS BAY. 49 

the fole and proper ufe, benefit and behoof of them the faid 
Councel and their fucceflbrs and aiSgnes forever; To beT«mr* 
houlden of our faid moft dear and royal Father, his heirs and 
fucceflbrs, as of his mannor of Eaft^Grcenwich in the'eounty 
of Kent, in free'and common foccage, and not in capite nor 
by knights fervice. Yielding and paying therefore to the faid Rent - 
late King* his heirs and fucceflbrs the fifth part of the oare of 
gould and filver which fhould from time to time and at all 
times then after happen to be found, gotten, had and obtain- 
ed, in, at, or within any of the lands, limits, territories and 
precin&s, or in or within any part or parcel thereof, for or in. v 
refpe& of all and all manner of duties, demands and fervices 
whatfoever to be done made or paid to our faid dear Father 
the late King, his heirs and fucceflbrs ; as in and by the faid 
letters patent (amongft fundry other claufes, powers, privi- 
leges and grants therein contained) more at large appeareth* 
And whereas the faid Councel eftabliihed at Plymouth in theReciuUf* 
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and*""? ^ 11 * 
governing of New-England, in America, have by their deed Sc jUafli 
indented under their commou feal, bearing date the nine- chpfetts 
teenth day of March laft paft, in the third year of our'reign, Ba ^» G** 11 * 
given, granted, bargained, fold, enfeoffed, aliened and con-pJemift* * 
firmed to Sir Henry Rofewell, Sir John Young, knights, betac 
Thomas Southcott, John Humphrey, John Endicott and mentioned) 
Symon Whetcomb, their heirs and aflbciates for ever, all Council of 
that part of ^ew-England in America aforefaid, which lieth pi ymo «th 
and extendeth between a great river there commonly called to sirHe n . 
Monomack, alias Merrimack, and a certain other river there ft°fcwdi 
called Charles river, being the bottom of a certain bay there M^dfj?* 
commonly called Maflachufetts, alias Mattachufetts, -alias 3 car. $V 
Maflatufetts bay, and alfo all and Angular thofe lands and 
hereditaments whatfoever lying and being within the fpace 
of three Englifh miles on the fouth part of the faid Charles 
river, or of any or every part thereof, and alfo all and finfulat 
the* lands and hereditaments whatfoever, lying and being 
within the fpace of three English milei to the fouthward of 
-the fouthermoft part of the faid bay Called Maflachufetts, 
alias Mattachufetts, alias Maflatufetts bay, and alfo all 
thofe lands and hereditaments which lye and be within th« 
fpace of three Englifh mUe$ to the northward of the faid river 
called Monomack, alias Merrimack* or to the northward of 
any and every P art thereof, and all lands and hereditaments 
•whatfoever, lying within the limits aforefaid, north and fwth, 
jn latitude and breadth, and in length and longitude, of an.4 
within all the breadth aforefaid, throughout the main lands 

G -there* 
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Acre, from the Atlantick and weftern fea and ocean on thi 
taft part, to the fouth Tea on the weft part, and all lands 
and grounds, place and places, foils, wood and wood 
grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters, fitting and heredi- 
taments whatfoever, lying within the faid bounds and limits, 
tad every part and parcel thereof, and alfo all iflands lying 
in America aforfaid in the faid feas or either of them on the 
wefterne or eafterne coafts or parts of the faid trails of lands 
fey the faid indenture mentioned to be given, granted, bar- 
gained, foM, enfeoffed, alienee! and confirmed or any of 
them: And alfo all mines and mineral Is, as well royall 
■lines of gould and filver, as other mines and mineralls what- 
soever in the faid lands and premifles or any part thereof: 
And all jurifdi&ions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, 
immunities, privilcdges, franchifes, preheminencies, and 
commodities what foe ver, which they the faid Councel efta- 
blifhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon for the plant- 
ing .ruling ordering and governing of New-England in 
America then had or might ufe, exercife or enjoy,, in and 
within the faid lands and premifles by the faid indenture 
mentioned to be given, granted, bargained, fould, enfeoffed 
and confirmed, or in or within any part or parcel thereof. 
, To hare and to hould the faid part of New-England in 
Ameriea which Tyeth and extends and is abutted as afore- 
faid, and every part and parcel thereof: And all the faid 
Mandsy rivers, ports, havens, waters, fifhings, mines and 
minerals, jurrfdi&ion*, franchifes, royalties, liberties, pri- 
▼Hedges, commodities, hereditaments and premifles whatso- 
ever, with the appurtenances, unfo the faid Sir Henry 
Roftwell) Sir John Ypunge, Thomas Southcott, John 
Humfrey, John Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their 
heirs and affignes, and their aflbciates, to the only proper 
And abfolute ufe and behoof of the faid Sir Henry Rofewell, 
Sir John Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their heires and affignes, 
and aflbciates for evermore. To be houlden of us, oar 
heirs and fucceflbrs, as of our mannor of Eaft-Greenwich in 
the county of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not 
Kent, In capite, nor by knights fervice, yielding and paying there- 
fore unto us. our heirs and fufccefibrs, tie fifth part of the 
bare of gould and filver which fhall from time to time and 
at all times hereafter happen to be found, gotten, had and 
obtained, in any of the faid lands within the faid limits, or 
in or within any part thereof, for and in fatis&dlon of all 
manner of duties, dgaaiide and ftrvices whatfitever, to be 

done, 
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4oiie, made or paid to us, our heirs or fucceflbrs, as in and' 
by the faid recited indenture .more at lardge . may appear* 
Now know ye, that we, at the humble fuite and petition 
of the faid Sir Henry Rofewell, Sir John Younge,. Thomas 
Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, and Symoa 
Whetcomb, and of others whom they have afibciated unto 
them, Have f for divers good caufes and confiderations us Confirm*, 
moving, granted and confirmed, and by thefe prefents of *!?* °£ *** " 
our efpecjall .grace, certain' knowledge ana metre motion, do cited grant 
grant and confirm unto the faid Sir Henry Rofewetl, SirbytfaKdaf* 
John Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecott, and Symon Whetcomb, and to their affociates 
hereafter named (vude licet) Sir Richard SaltonftalJ, Kat* 
Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Yen, Matthew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard 
Perry* Richard Bellingham, Nathanacl Wright, Samuel 
Vaflall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaflall, William Pinchoa, and George Foxcroft, their heirs 
and affignes, all the faid part oT New England in America, 
lyeing and extending betweene the bounds and limits in 
|he faid recited indenture expreffed, and all lands a&d 
grounds, place and places, foyles, wood and wood grounds,, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, mines, mineralls, jurifdic- 
tions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, pri- 
viledges, franchifes, preheminences, hereditaments and com- - 
modities whatfbever to them the faid Sir Henry Roiewell, 
Sir John Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and 
affignes, and to their aflbciates by the faid recited indenture v 

given, granted,bargained,fould,enreoffed, aliened and confirm- 
ed, or mentioned or intended thereby to be gives, granted, bar* 
gained, fould, enfeoffed, aliened and confirmed. To hare andHifeaiam. 
Co bould the faid part of New England in America and other 
the premises hereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed 
and every part or parcel 1 thereof, with the appurtenances, unt? 
the faid Sir Henry Rofewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Saltonftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
decott, Symon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alder* 
fey, John Yen, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, In- 
creafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Natha*» 
piel Wright, Samuel Vafiall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaflall, William Pinchon, and 
George Fogcroft, their heirs and a%nes for tro, to their 
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Tcnmxc only proper and abfqlute ufe and beboofe for evermore. To 
be boulder* of us our heirs and fucceffours as of our mannor 
of Eaft Greenwich aforefaid in free and common foccage, 
Heiit. and not in capite nor by knights ftrvice, and alfo yielding 
and paying therefore to us our heirs and fucceffours the fifth 
part oply of all oare of gould ,and filver, which from time 
to time and at all times hereafter fhall be there gotten, had or 
obtained, for all fervices, exa&ions and demands whatfoever, 
according to the tenure and refervation in the (aid recited in- 
Gfaift*f the denture expreiled. And further know ye, that of our more 
*■* ***** cjfpeciajl grace, certain knowledge and meere motion, we have 
the frme° % xvtn and granted, and by thefe prefents do for us our heir* 
perrons by and fucccflbrs give and grant unto the faid Sir Henry Rofewell, 
the King Sir John Ypunge, Sir Richard Saltonftall, Thomas South* 
tontef* CO (t f John Humfrey, John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, 
Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfy, John Ven, Matthew Crad- 
cjock, George Harwood, Inpreafe Nowell, Richard , Perry, 
Richard BeHingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel VafTall, 
Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John 
$rpwne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vafiall* 
William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 
affignes, all. that part of New-England in America which 
lies and extends between a, great river there commonly called 
Monomack river, alias Merrymack river, and a certain other 
river there called Charles. river, being in the bottom of a cer- 
tain bay there commonly called Maflachufets, alias Matta* 
^hufets, alias Maflatufets bay, and alfo all and fingular thofo 
lands and Hereditaments whatfoever lying within the fpace of 
three Englifh miles on the fouth part of the faid river called. 
Charles river, or of any or every part thereof, and alfo all 
and fingular. the lands and hereditaments whatfoever lyeing 
, and being within the' fpace of three Englifh miles to the 
fo.uthward of the fouthermoft part of the faid bay called 
Mafiachufetts, alias Mattachufetts, alias Maflatuiets bay. 
And alfo all thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever which 
lye and be within the fpace of three Englifh miles to the 
northward of the faid river, called Monomack, alia? Mer- 
rimack* or jtp the northward of any and every part there- 
of, and all land$ and hereditaments whatfoever lyeing with- 
in the limits aforefaid north and fouth in latitude and 
breadth^ and in length and longitude of and within all 
. the breadth aforefaid throughout tl>e maine lands there, from 
{he Atlantick and weftern fea and ocean on the eaft 
part, to the fouth fea on the weft parte, and all lands and 
grounds, place apd places, foyles, wood and wood grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters and hereditaments whatfoever 

lyeing 
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jyeing within the faid bounds and limits, and every part and 
pared thereof, and alfo all iflands in America aforefaid in 
the faid feas or either of them, on the weftern or eaflern 
coaftes, or partes of the faid tra&s of lands hereby mentioned 
to be given or granted or any of them, and all mines and 
mineralls as well royall mines of gould and f&lver as other 
mines and mineralls whatfoever in the faid lands and pre- 
mises or any part thereof, and free liberty of fifbing in or 
within any the rivers or waters within the bounds and limit* 
aforefaid and the feas thereunto adjoining, and all fifhes, / 
royal fifties, whales, balan, fturgeon, arid other fifies of what 
kind or naturefoever, that fhall at any time hereafter be taken 
in or within the faid feas or waters or any of them, by the 
faid Sir Henry Rofewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Saltonftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
decott, Symon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey^ 
John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaffall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thorn** 
Hutchins, William Vaffall, William Pinchon, and George 
Foxcroft, their heirs and aflignes, or by any other ptrfon or 
perfons whatfoever there inhabiting, by them or any of them 
appointed to fifli therein. Provided always that if the laid lands, Pwrffo* 
iflands, or any other the premifles herein before mentioned, and 
by thefe prefents intended and meant to be granted, were at 
tne time of the granting of the faid former letters patents, 
dated the third day of November, in the eighteenth yeafe of 
our faid deare fathers reigne aforefaid, a&uaffy pofleffed or in- 
habited by any other chnftian prince or ftate, or were within 
the bounds, limits, or territories of that foutherne colonie 
then before granted by our faid late father to be planted by 
divers of his loveing fubje&s in the fouth parts of America, 
that then this prefeht grant fhall not extend to any fuch parts 
or parcells thereof, fo formerly inhabited or lying within the 
bounds of the fouthern plantation as aforefaid, but as to 
thofe parts or parcells fo poflefied or inhabited by fuch chrif- 
tian prince or ftate, qt being within the bounds aforefaid, ' ' 
fhall be utterly voide, thefe prefents or any thing therein con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. To have and to hould, Habendum 
poffefe and enjoy the faid parts of New-England in America,' 
which lye; extend and are abutted as aforefaid and every 
part ana parcel 1 thereof, and all the iflands, rivers, ports, 
harens, waters, JMhings, fifties, mines, minerals, jurifdifiions,' 
franchises, royalties, liberties, privileges, commodities and 
premifles whatfoever, with the appurtenances, unto the faid 

Sir 
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Sr Henry Rofewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Sataftw 

ftall, Thomas Soutbcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 

Svmoo Whetcombe, Ifeac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John 

Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, 

Richard Perry, Richard BeUingham. Nathaniell Wright, 

Samuel Vaflal, Theophilus £aton 9 Thomas Goffe, Thomas 

Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, 

- William Vaffall, William Pinchon and George Foxeroft, 

their heirs and aflignes forever, to the only proper and 

abfolute ufe and behoofe of rhe faid Sir Henry RofewelJ, 

Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Sakohftall, Thomas South- 

cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcomhe, 

ICaac Johnfon, Samuel Aldcrfev, John Ven, Matthew 

Craddock, . George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard 

Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 

YaSalL, TheopbHus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams* 

John Biowne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 

Vaflafl, WiHiam Pinchon, and George Foxcrofte, their 

Tenofc feetrcs and affignes forevermore. To be houldcn of us, our 

heirs and fuccefiburs, as our manhor of Eaft Greenwich in 

the county of Kent within our realm© of England, in free 

and common foccage, and not in capite, nor by knights 

*«*• fervice, and alfo yeelding and paying therefore to us, our 

beires and fucceflbrs the fifth part only of all oarc of gould 

and fllvcr whkh from time to time and at all times hereafter 

fhall be tbere gotten, had or obtained, for all fervices, ex- 

anions and demands wbatfoever. Provided a] waves and our 

cxpreflc will and meaneiag is> that onely one fifth part of the 

gould and filver oare above mentioned in the whole, and no 

more, bt referred or payeaWe unto us, otr heirs and fuccef* 

feus*, -by colour *r vertue of thefe prefents, the double re- 

ftrvations or recitals afore&id, or any thing therein contained 

Veceffity of notwithstanding. And for as much as the good and pnsfr 

Smnnt P CTO,,s *« ccc ff c °f * c plantation of the faid parts of Newr- 

toth* foe- England aforefaid intended by the faid Sir Henry Rofewell, 

ceft of the Sir John Younge^ Sir Richard Saltonftril, Thomas South* 

iateaded cott> j onn Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcorabe, 

Flotation. lftac j obnfon? Samue i A j derfe y f jojjn Ven, Matthew 

Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Beffingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaffall, Tbeopliilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, WiHiam 
Vaffall, William Pinchon, and George Foxeroft, to -be 
(peedtly fett.upon, • cannot but chiefely depend, next under 
the bkfittr of Almighty God and Che fupport of our royaU 

' authority, 
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authdrity, upon the good government of the fame, to the end 
that the affairs and bufineffcs which from time to tfme fhatl 
happen and arife concerning the faid lands and the plantation 
of the fame, may be the better managed and ordered. We ln«*p«i- 
have further hereby of our efpeciaH grace, certain knowledge GwnJL'^r 
and meere motion, given, granted and confirmed, and for the fot 
us, our heires and fucceflburs, do give, grant and confirme Lan** . 
unto our faid truftie and well-beloved fubjedb, Sir Henry 
Rofewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonftall,. Thomas 
Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, SymonWbet- 
comb, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel! Wright, Samael 
Vaflall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, Witliam 
vaffallj William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, and for 
us, our heires and fucceflburs, wee will and ordaine, That 
the faid Sir Henry Rofewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Sahonftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
decott, Symon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, 
iohn Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe 
TowelJ, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaffall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomaa 
Hutchins, William Vaffall, William Pinchon, and George 
Foxcroft, and all fuch others as ihaH hereafter be admitted 
and made free of the companie and fociety hereafter mentioned, 
fhall from time to time and at all times forever hereafter be 
by virtue of thefe prefents one body corporate politique in 
faft and name, by the name of the Governor and companie Namtoftfc* 
of the Maffachufetts Bay in New England: And them by Cor P owtifl « 
the name of the Governor and Companie of the Maffachu- 
fetts Bay in New England, one body politique and corporate 
in deed, fad and name, wee doe for ua our heirs and fuc- 
cefforsmake, ordaine, conftitute and confirme by thefe prefents, 
and that by that name they (hall have perpetual! fucceffion. Pferpetwl • 
and that ky the fame name they and their fucdeflors fhall and 9u««ffio«i. 
may be capable and inabled, a* weH to impleade and to be Capacity t» 
impleaded, and to profecute, demand and anrwet, and be an- plead and b« 
fwered unto, in all and Angular fuites, caufes, quarrels, arid ^^w^ 
tdiom, of what kind and nature fofcyen And alfo tp have^ ¥*£% m 
take, poflHfe, acquire and purchafe any lands, tenements, 23^ . 
or hereditaments, or any goods or chaftells, the fame to g**4m ant 
leafc^ grant, demife, alien, bargain, feft and difpofe of, a» ** £*£?* 
Other our lcigt poopk of this our realfflc of England, or any k 
1 • other 
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ether corporation or body politique of the fame may lawfully 
Commtta doe. And further, that the faid Governor and Companie 
*•"• and their fucceflbrs may have forever one common feale to 

be ufed in all caufes and occafions of the (aid Companie, and 
the fame feale may alter, change, break and new make front 
*** ^ . time to time at their pleafures. And our will and pleafure is, 
ti^*4H and we do hereby for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, ordaine and 
Corporation grant, that from henceforth for ever there fhall be one Go- 
A Governor vernor, one deputy Governor, and eighteen Affiftants of the 
^«^* el1 fame Companie, to be from time to time constituted, elected 
f * and chofen out of the freemen, of the faid Companie for the 
time beinge, in fuch manner and forme as hereafter in thefe 
TheirPower prefents is exprefled. Which faid officers fhall apply them* 
aadDuty. {elves to take care for the beft difppiing and ordering of the 
general! bufinefs and affaires of for and concerning the faid 
lands and premises hereby mentioned to be granted, and the 
plantation thereof, and the government of the people there. 
And for the better execution of our royall pleafure and 
grant in this behalfe, we do by thefe prefents, for us our 
Nomination heirs and fucceflbrs, nominate, ordaine, make, and conftitute 
•f the firft oar well beloved the faid Matthew Craddock, to be the firft 
S^aSb!* and prefent Governor of the faid Companie, and the fold 
touts. Thomas Goffe to be deputy Governor of the faid Companie, 
and the faid Sir Richard Saltonftall, Ifaac Johnfon, Sa- 
muel Alderfey, John Ven, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 
Symon Whetcombe, Increafe Howell, Richard Perry, Na- 
thaniel Wright, Samuel Vaflall, Theophilus Eaton, Tho- 
mas Adams, Thomas Hutchins,. John Browne, George 
Foftcroft, William Vaflall, and William Pinchon to be the 
prefent Affiftants of the faid Companie to continue in the 
faid feveral offices refpe&ively for fuch time and in fuck 
manner as in and by thefe prefents is hereafter declared and 
Powertoaf-appointeB. And. further we will, and by thefe prefents, for 
fcmbie the us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do ordaine and grant that the 
^ i ^ om * Governor of the faid Companie for the time being, or in 
his abfence, by occafion of ficknefs or otberwife, the deputy 
Governor for the time being (hall have authority from time 
to time, upon all occafions, to give order for the aflembling 
*' of the faid Companie, and calling them together to con- 

fult and advife of the bufinefs and affaires of the faid 
iMotfUy ^ Companie. And that the faid Governor, deputy Governor 
Aftobttw ^ Affiftants of the faid Companie for the time being, Hull 
*t the .Go*' or may once every month, or oftner at their pleafures, a(~. 
femble and hould and keep a court or aflembly of them* 
felves for the better ordering and dire&ing of their affairs. 

' AndL 
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And that inyfeven or more perfons of the Affiftants, together 
with* the Governor or deputy Governor fo aflembledi fhzll be 
laid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and (hall be a full arid 
fufficient court or ; affernbly of the faid Companie, for the 
handling; ordering and difpatchiiig of all fuch bufinefles and 
occurrents, as fhall from time to time happen, touching 
or concerning the faid*Companie or plantation. And that Fourgeaerat 
there (hall or ma^ be held and kept by the Governor or de- ^ e urt f ai f 
puty Governor of the faid Companie, and feven or more of company \k 
the (aid Affiftants for the time being, upqn every laft Wed- « Yean 
nefday in Hillary, Eafterj' Trinity and Michaelmas Termes 
refpe&ively for ever, one great, generall and folemn affemblyi 
which four general Aftemblies (hall be ftyled and called, the 
foure greate and -generall courts of the faid Company : In 
all or any of which faid greate and general! courts fo aflcrri- • 
bled, We do, for us, our heires and fucceflburs, give and 
grant to the faid Governour and Companie and thelre fuc- 
cefiburs, that the Governour, or in his abfence the deputy 
Governoiir, of the faid Companie for the time being, and 
fuch of the Affiftants and freemen of the faid Companie as 
fliall be prefent or the greater number of them fo aflembledi 
whereof the Governour or deputy Governour and iix of the 
Affiftants, at the leaft to be feven, (hall have full power and Power to 
authority to choofe, nominate and appoint fuch and .fo many ? left F ! tc * 
others as they (hall thinke fitt* and that fliall be Willing toj^com-* 
accept the fame, to be free of the faid Company and Body, pan?; 
and them into the fame to admit : And to ele& and conftitut^ and to ele& 
fuch officers as they fhall thinke fitt and requifite for the oV- ?f* c g* f f 
dering v managing and difpatching of the affaires of the faid ^ 

Governor and Companie and theire fiicceflburs : And to an< j toma jfe e 
make laws and ordiriances for the good arid welfare of the faid laws and or- 
Companre, and for government and ordering of the faid lands ^*?^ 8 c foc 
and plantation, and the people inhabiteing and to inhabite c ame * 
the fame; as to them from time to time (hall be thought 
meete. So as futh lawes and ordinances be hot contrary or 
repugnaht to the laws and ftatutes of this our realme of 
England. And our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby The Gorer- 
for us, oiir heires and fucceflburs eftabliih and ordaine, That nor ^ d de - 
yearely once in the yeare forever hereafter, namely the laft So^ an d Af- 
Wednefday in Eafter terme yekrely, the Governour, deputy fiftantt,ihaU 
Governour and Affiftants of the faid Companie, and all other be chofen 
officers of the faid Companie fhall be in the generall court, ^t Eafter? 
or aflemblse, to be held for that day or time, newly chofen for 
the yeare infueing bjr fuch greater part of the faid Companie 
for the time being, then and theft prefer^ as is aforefaid. 

H And 
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Manner of And if it (hall happen the prcfent Governour, deputy Go- 
va?anaefin lrernourail< ' Affiftants by thefe prefents appointed, or fiich 
the offices as (hfcll hereafter be newly cbofen into their rooms, or any 
of the raid c f them, or any other of the officers to be^appointed for the faid 
occTfionwi ^ om P a nie, to dye, or to be removed from his or their feverall 
by deaths or officen or places before the faid general) day of election (whom 
removals. wc do hereby declare for any mifdemeanor or defe£fc to be re- 
Power given moveable by the Governor, deputy Governor, Affiftants and 
1 an h °to r™ Companie, or foch greater partof them in any of -the publick 
move their courts to be affembled as is aforefaid) that then and in every 
officers for fuch cafe it {hall and may be lawful! to and for the Governour, 
Xur* 1 *" deputy Governour, Affiftants, and Companie aforefaid, or 
fuch greater part of them fo to be affembled as is aforefaid, 
in any of their aflemblies to proceed to a new election of one 
or more others of their Companie in the room or place, rooms 
or places, of fuch officer or officers fo dyeing or removed, ac- 
cording to their discretions. And immediately upon and after 
fuch election and ele&ions made of fuch Governour, deputy 
Governour, Affiftant or Affiftants or any other officer of the faid 
Companie in manner and forme aforefaid, the authority, office, 
and power before given to the formerGovernour, deputyGover- 
nour, or other officer and officers fo removed, inwbofeftead and 
place new (hall be fo chofen,{hall as. to him and them and every 
The officers of them ceafe and determine. Provided alfo, and our will and 
of the Com- pleafure is that as well fuch as are by thefe prefents appointed to 
fake an oath ^ e tnc prefect Governour y deputy Governour and Affiftants of 
cf office, the faid Companie, as thofe that (hall fucceed them, and all other 
officers to be appointed and chofen as aforefaid,{hall, before they 
undertake the execution of their faid offices and places refpec- 
tively, take their corporall oathes for their due and faithful! per- 
formance of their duties in their feveral offices and places, before 
fuch perfonor perfons as are by thefe prefents hereunder appoint- 
ed to take and receive the fame, that is to fay, the faid Matthew 
Craddock, who is hereby nominated and appointed the prefent 
Governour of thefaid Companie, (hall'take the faid oathes before 
one or more of the Matters of our court of chancery for the time 
being, unto which Matter or Matters of the Chancery we do by 
thefe prefents give full power and authority to take and ad* 
minifter the faid oath to the faid Governour accordingly. 
And after the faid Governour (ball be fo fworne, then the 
faid Deputy Governour and Affiftants before by thefe prefents 
nominated and appointed, (hall take the faid feveral oathes* 
to their offices and places refpe&ively belonging, before the 
faid Matthew Craddock the prefent Governour fo fworne 
as aforefaid* And every fuch perfon as (hall at die time of 
the annuall ele&ion, or othtiwife, upon death or removal), 
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be appointed to be the newGovernour of the faid Companie, 
fhall take the oathes to that place belonging before the Deputy 
Govemour or two of the Afliftants of the faid Companie 
at -the leaft for the time being. And the new ele&ed Deputy- 
Govemour and Afliftants, and all other officers to be here- 
after chofen as aforefaid from time to time, (hall take the 
oathes to their places refpe&ively belonging, before the Go- : 
vernour of the faid Companie for the time being. Unto 
which faid Govemour, Deputy-Governour, and Afliftants, 
we do by thefe prefents give full power and authority to 
give and adminifter the faid oathes refpectively, according 
to the true meaning herein before declared, without any 
com million or further warrant to be had and obtained of us, 
our heirs and fucceflbrs in that behalfe. And we do further Power to 
of our efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and meere motion, wry overt* 
for us, our heires, and fucceflburs, give and grant to the faid i^fa*" 
Govemour and Companie and their fucceflburs for ever by perfons «s 
thefe prefents,' that it (hall be lawfull and free for them and are willing 
their affignes at all and every time and times hereafter, outjj^' ^ 
of any of our realmes and dominions whatsoever, to take, the/ with 
leade, carry, and tranfport for, in, and into their voyages, cattle, and 
and for and towards the faid plantation in New England, all JEJj^ 118 * 
fuch and fo many of our loving fubjefts or any other ftrangers for their 
that will become our loving .fubje&s and live under our frbaftence. 
allegiance, as (hall willingly accompany them in the fame 
voyages and plantation, and alfo {hipping, armour, weapons, 
ordinance, ammunition, powder, (hott, corne, victuals, and 
all manner of clothing, implements, furniture, beafts, cattle, 
horfes, marcs, merchandizes, and all other things neceflary 
for {be faid plantation, and for their ufe and defence, an4 
for trade with, the people there, and in paffing and returning 
to and- fro, any law or ftatute to the contrary hereof in any 
wife notwithstanding, and without paying or yeelding any Exempt;©™ 
cuftome or fubfidie, either inward or outward,, to us, our f ** m * c 
heires or fucceflburs, for the fame, by the fpace of feven cuftoms or 
y cares from the day of the date of thefe prefents. Provided fubfidics in 
that none of the faid perfons be fuch as ihall be hereafter by Eng lan <* for 
fpeciall name retrained by us, our heires or fucceflburs. An*xtnw- 
And for their further incouragement, of our efpecial grace dinary in- 
and favour, we do by thefe prefents for us, our beires, and **. ance of 
fucceflburs, yeeld and grant to the faid Governor and Com- p0 £er. ,n8 
panie and theire fucceflours and every of them, their factors 
and aflignes, that they and every of them Ihall be free and Exemption 
quitt from all taxes, fubfidies and cu,ftomes in New-England fzom ta * e v 
for the like fpace of feven years, and from all t£xe§ and im- i^cwS* " 

H2 pofuiQns 
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lindforfe- pofitions for the fpacc of twenty and one yeares upon all 
andfiSmil g°°ds and merchandifes at any time or times' hereafter, either; 
duties upon upon importation thither, or exportation from thence, into our 
im P crtaUoa realna of England, or into any otherof our dominions, bvthefaid 
of goodt^ex- Governour and Companie and theire fucceffoufs, their deputies, 
ccpt 5 ^cr faftors and affigncs, or any of them, except only the five 
Ctnt. upon pounds per centum due for cuftome upon all fuch goods and 
ported Into merchandifes, as after the faid feven yeares (hall be expired 
England, or (hall fee brought or imported into our realme of England, or 
other domj- an y other of our dominions, according to the ancient trade 
"^°* n ° fo t r J of merchants : which five pounds per centum onely being 
further term paid, it fhall be thenceforth lawful! and free for the faid ad- 
of twenty- venturers the 1 fame goods and merchandizes to export and 
©n« years. carr y out f our f a jj dominions into forreine' parts, without 
r^«rportin an y cu ft° fne > tJ l xc or other duty to be paid to us, pur heires 
the faid or fucceflburs, or to any other officers or minifters of us, 
goodi into our heires and fucceflburs. Provided that the faid goods and 
fcreignpwta merchandises be (hipped out within thirteen months after 
their firft landing within any part of the faid dominions. 
ProTifoe. And we do for us, our heires ancj fucceffoun, give and 
grant unto the faid Governour and Companie and their fuc- 
ceflburs, that whenfoever, or fo often as any cuftome or 
fubfidie fhall grow due or payable untd. us, our heires or 
fucceflburs, according to the limitation and appointment 
aforefaid, by reafon of any goods, wares or merchandifes 
to be (hipped out, or any^eturn to be made of any goods, 
wares or merchandifes, unto or from the faid parts of New- 
England hereby mentioned to be granted as aforefaid, or 
any the lands and territories aforefaid, that then and fo often 
5 ix "JJ" 1 * 8 and in fuch cafe, the farmers, cuftomers, and officers of our 
allowed * cufturos of England and Ireland, and every of them for the 
fortbeoay- time being, upon requeft* made to them by the faid Gover- 
"2" t *£°? e nour and Company or their fucceflburs, factors, or affignes, 
I«i4 dttAoms an< ^ u P on convenient fecuriry to be given in that behalf^ 
(hall give and allowe unto the faid Governour and Companie 
and their fucceffors, and to all and every pcrfon arid perfons 
free of that Companie as aforefaid, fix months time, for the 
payment of one halfe of all fuch cuftome and fubfidie as 
(hall be payable urtto us, our heires and fucceffours, for'the 
fame, for which thefe our letters patents, or the duplicate, or 
the inrollment thereof, (hall be unto our faid officers a fufficient 
Fwrifion warrant and difcharge. Neverthelefs, our will and pleafure 

ST'dVt "' * at an y °^ t ^ it ^^ g ooc *V wares and merchandifes 
exportation which be or (hall be at any time hereafter landed or exported 
of goods to out of any of our rcalmes aforefaid, and (hall be (hipped 
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jdrith a purpofe not to be carried to the parts of New-*** **"*' 
England aforefaid, but to fome other place, that then fuch ^^ofSr- 
payment, dutie, cuftome, inipofition or forfeiture (hall be Tying then* 
paid or belong to us, our heires* and fuccefibrs, for the faid t0 Ne *- 
goOds, wares and merchandife fo fraudulently fought to be En « Und ; 
tranfported, as if this our grant had not been made or 
granted. And wee do further will and by thefe P re f ent *^f^' c '* 
for us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, firmely enjoine and com- of \^ %™ 
rpande as well the Treafurer, Chancellor and Barons of the chequer an* 
Exchequer of us our heires and fuccefibrs, as alfo all and^uftomito 
lingular the cuftomers, farmers and collectors of the cuf*^C*^* 
tomes, fubfidies and impofts, and other the officers and ny the ex* 
fninifters of us, our heires and fuccefibrs, whatfoever/ for f^P** 01 * *~ 
the tjme being, that they and every of them, upon the fhew- tS^U**' 
ing forth Unto them of thefe letters patents, or the duplicate 
pr exemplification of the fame, without any other writt or 
warrant what foever from us, our heires or fuccefibrs, to be 
obtained of fued forth, do and (hall make full, whofc, entire * 
and due allowance and cleare difcharge unto the faid Go- 
yernour and Com pan ie and theire fuccefibrs, of all cuftomes, 
fubfidies, impofitions, taxes and duties whatfoever that fhall 
or may be claymed by us, our heires and fuccefibrs, of or 
(from the faid Governor and Com pan ie and their fuccefibrs, 
for or by reafon of the faid goods, chattels, wares, raerchan- 
difes and premifes to be exported out of our faid dominions, 
or any of them, into any part, of the faid lands or premifes 
hereby mentioned to be given, granted and confirmed, or for 
or by reafon of any of the faid goods, chattels, wares or 
merchandifes to be imported from the ftid lands and premifes 
hereby mentioned to be given, granted and confirmed, into 
any of our faid dominions or any part thereof as aforefaid, 
Excepting only the faid five pounds per centum hereby re* 
Terved and payable after the expiration of the faid term e of 
feven years as aforefeid and not before. And thefe our letters 
patents, or the inrollment, duplicateor exemplification of the 
fame, {hall for ever hereafter from time to time, as well to 
the Treafurer, Chancellor and Barons of the Exchequer 
of us our heires and fuccefibrs, as to all and Angular the 
cuftomers, Farmors and Collectors of the cuftoms fubfidies 
and impofts of us our heires and fuccefibrs, and all fearch- 
exs and other the officers and minifters whatfoever of us our 
heires and fucceiTors for the tj me being, be a fufficient warrant 
and diicfiargd in this behalfe. And further our will and P«rfonith#t 
pleafufe is, and we doe hereby for us, our heires and ftic- Aailbc born 
tcflbrs, ordaine, declare and grant to the faid Governour and h"^!/™* 1 
r - CompaniegrantcdAall 
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^ ««W*r- Com panic and theire fuccefljrs, That all aid every the 
^bo^fcb.fabie&s of us, our heires or fucceflbrs, which (hall goe to 
yc&u and inhabite within the faid lands and premifles hereby men- 
tioned to be granted, and every of theire children which (hail 
happen to be borne, there, or on the feas in going thither or 
returneing from thence, (hall have and enjoy all liberties 
and immunities of free and naturall fubje&s within any of 
the dominions of us, our heires or fucceflors, to all intents, 
conftru&ions and purpofes whatfoever, as if they and every 
famtoad- of them were borne within the realme of England. And that 
™h **? lI T l ^ c G° vcrnour * an< * deputy Governour of the faid Companie 
tegianee i" f° r l ^ c ** me being or either of them, and any two or more 
fapremacy of fuch of the faid Affiftants as (hall be thereunto appointed 
r° the hiT ^ t ^ ie k*^ Governour and Companie at any of their courts 
AaHhereaf- or aflemblies to be held as aforefaid, (ball and may at all 
ter fettle in tymes and from tyme to tyme hereafter have full power and - 
the land* authority to adminifter and give the oath and oathes of fu- 
granted. premacic and allegiance or either of them, to all and every 
perfon and perfons which (hall at any tyme or tymes hereafter 
goe or pafle to the lands and premifles hereby mentioned to be 
Power to granted to inhabite in the fame. And wee do of our further 
^niordU* grace, certaine knowledge and meere motion, give % and grant 
nances not to the faid Governour and Companie and their fucceflbrs, 
contrary to that it (hall and may be lawfull to and for the Governour or 
Inland. ° f deputy Governour and fuch of the Affiftants and Freemen 
of the faid Compapie for the tyme being as (hall be aflembled 
in any of their generall courts aforefaid, or in any other 
courts to be fpecially fummoned and aflembled for that pur- 
pofe, or the greater part of them (whereof the Governour or 
deputy Governour and fixe of the Affiftants to be always 
feven) from tyme to tyme to make, ordaine and eftablifh all 
manner of wholefome and reafonable orders, lawes, (latutes 
and ordinances, dire&ions and inftrudions not contrary to 
the lawes of this our realme of England, as well for the fet- 
tling of the formes and ceremonies of government and magi* 
ftracie fitt and ncceffary for the faid plantation and the inha- 
bitants there, and for nameing and ftyling of all forts of 
officers both (uperiour and inferiour which they (hall find 
needful for that government and plantation, and the diftin- 
guifhing arid fetting forth of the feverall duties, powers 
and limits of every fuch office and place, and the formes of 
fuch oathes warrantable by the lawes and ftatutes of this our 
realme of England as (hall be refpe&ively miniftered, unto 
them, for the execution of the faid feveral offices and places, 
as alfo for th.e difpofing and ordering of the ele&iojis of fuch 
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of thexfaid officers as (hall be annual!, and of fuch others as 
fhall be to fucceed in cafe of death or removall, and mini* 4 

firing the faid oathes to the new elected officers, and for im- 
pofition of lawfull fynes, mulcts, imprifonment, or other 
lawfuil correction, according to the ^ourfe of other Corpora- 
tions in this our realme of England, and for the directing, Ni B * 
ruleing and difpofeing of all other matters and things whereby 
our faid people inhabiting there may be fo religioufly, peace- 
ably and civilly governed, as theire good life and orderly 
converfation may winne and invite the natives of that country 
to the knowledge and obedience of the onely true God and 
Saviour of mankind, and the chriftian faith, which in our 
royajl intention and the adventurers free profeffion is the 
principal end of this plantation. Willing, commanding and i aws "p ub . 
requiring* and by thefe prefents for us, pur heires and fuc- lifted in 
ceflbrs, ordaineing and appointing, that all, fuch orders, writ * n g u «- 
lawes, ftatutes and ordinances, inftruftions and directions ^ f^? m " 
as fhall be made by the Governour or Deputy-Governour of of thecom- 
the faid Company and fuch of the Affiftants and Freemen as P an y> &al1 
aforefaid, and published in writing under theire common and°c«cut- 
feale, (hall be carefully and duely ob&rved, kept, performed ed. 
and putt in execution according to the true intent and 
meaneing of the fame. And thefe our letters patents, or the 
duplicate, or exemplification, thereof, fhall be to all and every 
fuch officers, fuperiour and inferiour, from tyme to tyme, 
for the putting of the fame orders, lawes, ftatutes, arid or- 
dinances, inftru&ions and directions in due execution, againft 
us, our heires and fucceffors, a fuficient warrant ana dif- 
charge. And wee doe further, for us, our heirs, and fuc* Th « go™*.. 
ceflbrs, give and grant to the faid Governour and Companie "£" officers 
and ^htir fucceffors, by thefe prefents, That all and every imploycd by 
fuch chiefe commanders, captains, governours and other d« company 
officers and minifters, as by the faid orders, lawes, ftatutes, gJJ]^ 
ordinances, inftruclions or directions of the faid ^Governour frail govern 
and Companie for the tyme being, (hall be from tyme to the iohabi r 
tyme hereafter imployed either in the government of the faid ^l^ll*} 
inhabitants and plantation, or in the way by fea thither or to the faid 
from thence, according to the natures and limits of theire laws. 
offices and places, refpectively, (hall from tyme to tyme here- 
after for ever within the precincts and parts of New-England 
hereby mentioned to b$ granted and. confirmed, or in the way 
by fea thither, or from thence, have full and abfolute power 
and authority to correct, punifli, pardon, governe and rule 
fijeh fubje#s of us, our heires, and fueceflors, as (hall from 
tyme ta.tyme adventure themfelves in any voyage thither or 
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from thence, or that (hall at any tyme hereafter irihafcitc 

within the precin&s and parts of New- England aforefaid, 

according to the orders, lawes, ordinances, inftruciidns and 

directions aforefaid, not being repugnant to the lawes and 

Power to itatutes of our real me of England as aforefaid. And wee do 

the efficert further/ for us, our heires and fuccefibrs,. give and grant to 

compa/yre- t * lc ^ Governour and Companie and their fucce&rs, by. 

fide nt in the thefe prefents, That it (hall and may be lawful to and for the 

premiffe* chief commanders, governours and officers of the faid com- 

wntedand P af " C * 0T ** X Y m * ^ing, W * l ° ^^ ** rc fid cnt * n * c t**d 

to\he other part of New-England in America by thefe prefents granted, 1 
inhabitants and others there inhabiting, by their appointment and di- 
^^^"''redHonfrom tyme to tyme and at all tymes hereafter, for 
thexofelves their fpeciall defence and fafety to incounter, repulfe, repelt 
by force of and refift by force ofarmes, as well byfea as byjand, and 
iT'/ft* * **Y ^ fitting wayes and meanes whatsoever, all fuch perfon 
and perfons as {hall at any tyme hereafter attempt or enter- 
prife the deftrudion, invasion, detriment, or annoyance of 
the faid plantation or inhabitants : And to take and fur- 
prife by all wayes and meanes whatfoever all and every fuch 
perfon and perfons, with their fhipps, armour, .munitiort 
and other goods, as (halt in hoftile mannec invade and attempt ' 
the defeatLnge of the faid plantation, or the hurt of the faid 
Companie and inhabitants. Neverthelefs, our will and 
pleafure is, and we do hereby declare to all Chriftian Kings* 
Pmvifion rrinces and States, That it any perfon or perfons which 
for the cafe flj a u hereafter be of the faid Companie or plantation, or any 
.commixed other by lycenfe or appointment of faid Governour and Com- 
* by the mem- pan ie for the tyme being, (hall at any tyme or tymes here- 
fenof the a f ter ro bb r (poyle by fea or by land, or do any hurt, vio- 
•ya^abft o" ' cnce > or unlawfuU hoftility to any of the fubje&s of us, our 
then of the heires or fuccefibrs, or any of the fubje&s of any Prince or 
• K i? 8 * S f °iT ^ tate ^ e ' n 8 t ^ len * n ^g^^ an d amity w ^h us, our heires and 
foyeft $ r of * fuccefibrs, and that upon fuch injury done, and- upon juft 
any other complaint of fuch Prince or State or theire fubjeds, Wee, 
Prince or our heires, or fuccefibrs, fhall make open proclamation 
m * within any of the parts within our realme of England com- 
modious for that purpofe, that the perfon or perfons having 
committed any fuch robbery or fpoyle, (hall, . within the 
terme limited by fuch a proclamation, make full reftitutiori 
or fatisfafikion of all fuch injuries done, fo as the faid Princes 
or others fo complaining may hould theoafelves fully (Satisfied 
and contented. And that if the faid perfon or perfons having* 
committed fuch robbery or fpoyle ihall not make, or caufe 
to be made, fatisfaftion accordingly, within; ftteh' iytite fo to 
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belymltted, that then itfliall belawfull for us, our heires and 
fucceflbrs, to putt the faid perfon or perfons out of our alle- 
giance and protection ; and that it (hall be* lawfull arid free 
for all Princes to profecute with hoftility the fdid offenders 
and every of them, theire and every of theire procurers, 
ayders, abettors and comforters in that behalfe. Provided ? r ™ fo Tt " 
alfo, and our expreffe will and pleafure is, and wee do by thc^Fng't 
thefe prefents for us, our heires and fucceflbrs, ordaine and other fub- 
appoinr^ that thefe prefents fhall not in any manner enur v 5 J ^ st ^ A ' 
or be taken to abridge, barre or hinder any of our lovin^eiJ^onthe" 
fubje&s whatfoever to ufe and exercife the trade of fifhing coaft of the 
upon that coaft of New-England in America by thefe P re ~ P ren ? ifce 
fents mentioned to be granted : But that they or any and granted, 
every or any of them mall have full and free power anct 
liberty to continue and ufe theire faid trade of fifhing upon 
the faid coaft in any of the feas thereunto ajdjoineing, or any 
armcs of the feas or fait- water rivers where they have beene 
wont to fifh, and to build and fet up upon the lands by thefe 
prefents granted, fuch wharfes, ftages, and workhoufes as 
fhall be v neceffary for the falting, drying, keeping and pack- 
ing up of theire fifh to be taken or gotten upon that coaft; 
and to cut dowrie and take fuch trees and other materialls 
there growing, or being, as fhall be needfull for that pui> 
pofe, and for other neceffary eafements, helpes and ad van *- 
tage concerning theire faid trade of fifhing there, in fuch 
manner and forme as they have beene heretofore at any tyme 
accuftomed to doe, without makeing ^ny wilfull wafte or 
fpoyle, any thing in thefe prefents contained to the contrary 
notwithftanding. And wee doe further for us, our heires Thefe let- 
and fucceflbrs, ordaine and grant the faid Governour and ? r ? 1 p ( f ent . 
Companie and their fucceflbrs, by thefe prefents, that thefe i/iaw^ana 
our letters patents fhall be.firme, good, effe&ual, and avail- ihallbe con- 
able in all things and to all intents and constructions of lawe, ** rued * nfa - 
according to our true meaning herein before declared, and company! \ * 
fhall be conftrued, reputed, and adjudged in all cafes moft notwkh- 
favourably on the behalfe and for the benefit and behoofe / ftan . d * n s an y 
the faid Governour and Companie and their fucceflbrs : Al- °™pirfcai— 
though expreffe mention of the true yearly value, or certain- ons in them 
ty, of the premrffes, or any of them, or of any other gifts or oran > ,for - 
grants, by us or any other of our progenitors or predeceffors, ^otheTadi 
to the forefaid Governour and Companie before this time of authority 
made, in thefe prefents is not made, or any ftatute, a&, tothe <* 
ordinance, provifion, proclamation or reftraint to the con- trar ^ 
trary thereof heretofore had, made, publifhed, ordained or 
provide^, of any other matter, caufe, or thing whatfoever 
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to the contraric thereof in any wife notwithstanding. In 
witncfs whereof we have caufed thefe our letters to he made 
patent. Witnefs ourfelves at Weftminfter, rt)e fourth day 
of March, in the fourth yeare of our reigne. 

This is a true copy of fuch letters patents 
under the great feal of England. In 
teftimony whereof I John Wintbrqp go- 
vernour of the Maflachqfetts aforefaid 
have caufed the publick feal of the fame 
jo be hereunto affixed this 19th day of 
the month called March 164?. 

1644. 

John Wipthrop, Goy* 
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N U M B £ k t. King JAMftS t's L**tf**a 
Patikt to Sit Thomas Gafcev Sir Gitorge Somers 
and others, for tW6 feveral Colonic arid Planta- 
tions* to be made in Virginia^ and other Parts 
and Territories of America. Dated April 10* 
1606; 

I* TAMES* by tM *gtici of God, Kirig of England, Scof^ 
J t land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Whereas our loving and well difpofed fubje&s, Sir Thomas 
Gates, arid Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard Hackluit, 
Clerk* Prebendary of Weftminlter, and Edw4rd-Marfe 
Wingfield, Thomas Han ham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Efqrs. 
"William Parker and George Popham, Gentlerhen, and divers 
others of our loving ftibjefls, have been humble fuitors unto 
us, that we would vbuchfafe urito them our licence, to make 
habitation, plantation, and to deduce a colony of fundry of 
our people info that part of America, Commonly called Vir- 
ginia, and other parts arid territories in America, either ap- 
pertaining unto us* or which are not how aftually poffefled 
by any chriftian prince or people, fituate, lying, arid being 
all along the feav coafts, between four-and-thirty degrees of 
northerly latitude from the equinoftial line, and five-and-forty 
degrees of the fame s latitude, and in the main land between 
the fame four-and-thirty arid five-arid-forty degrees* and the 
iflands thereunto adjacent, or- within one hundred miles of 
the CoaA thereof. 

II* And to that end, and for the rttore fpeedy aceomplifh- 
merit of their faid intended plantation and habitation there, 
are dcfiroto to divide themfelves into two feveral colonies and 
companies : the one confifting of certain knights, gentlemen, 
merchants, arid other adventurers, of our city of London and 
clfewhere, which are, and from time to time (hall be, joined 
unto them, which dodefire to begin their plantation and ha- 
bitation in fome fit and convenient place, between four-and- 
thirty and one-and-forty degreed of the faid latitude, alone; 
the coafts of Virginia and Coafts of America aforefaid, and, 
the other confifting of fundry knights, gentlemen, merchants, 

I 2 and 
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and other adventurers, of our cities of Briftol and Exeter, and 
of our town of Plymouth, and of other places, which do join 
themfelves unto that colony, which do defire to begin their 
plantation and habitation in'fome fit and convenient place, 
between eight-and-thirty degrees and five-and-forty degrees 
of the faid latitude, all along the faid coaft of Virginia and 
America, as that coaft lieth. 

III. We, greatly commending, and gracioufly accepting 
of, their defires for the furtherance of fo noble a work, which 
may, by the providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to 
the glory of his divine Majefty, in propagating of chriftian 
.religion tofuch people,- a9 yet live in darknefs^ and miferable 
ignorance of the true knowledge and worfhip of God, and 
may in time bring the infidels and favages, living in thofe 
parts, to human civility, and to a fettled and quiet govern- 
ment : Do, by thefe our letters patents, gracioufly accept of, 
and agree to, their humble and well intended defires. 
Grant to IV. And do therefore, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs,* 
the London g ra nt and agree, that the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
SS*«> Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward-Mari* Wingfieid, 
fettle any adventurers, of and for our city of London, and all fuch 
where on others, as are, or (hall be, joined unto them of that coloryv 

NorthAmf- fta11 to Ca,lcd the firft colonv * and thS y #* al1 ai > d ma Y ^gin 

rica, be- tbeir faid firft plantation and habitation, at any place upon 
tween lat. the faid coaft of Virginia or America, where they fliall think 
34<,and tot ' fit and convenient, between the faid four-and- thirty and one- 
and of h an d-forty degrees of the faid latitude. 5 and that they ihall 
feacoaftnear have all the lands, woods, foil, grounds, havens, • pQrts, 
their place rivers, mines, minerals, marfhes, waters, fifhings, com- 
of fettle- modities, and hereditaments, whatfoever, from the faid firft 
diftanw of* f cat or " t ^ le ' r plantation and habitation by the fpace of fifty 
jo miles miles of Englifh ftatute meafure, all along the faid coaft of 
fromit,cach Virginia and America, towards the welt and fouthweft, as 
tlwdepthof t ' 1c coa ^ l* et h, with all the iflands within or>e hundred miles 
100 wiles directly over againft the fame fea coaft; and alfo all the 
into the lands, foil, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, mings., minerals, 
m3in a ' woods, waters, marfhes, fiftiings, commodities* and here- 
ditaments, whatfoever, from the faid place of their firft 
plantation and habitation for the fpace of fifty like Englifh 
miles, all along the faid coafts of Virginia and America, 
towards the eaft and north-eaft, or towards the north, as the 
coaft lieth, together with all the iflands within pne hundred 
miles, directly over againft the faid fea coaft j and alfo all the 
lands, woods, foil, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, mines, 
minerals, .marfhes, waters, fifhings, commodities, and here- 
ditaments, 
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ditaments, whatfoever, from the . fame fifty miles every way 
on the fea coaft, dire&ly into the mam land ' by the fpace of 
one hundred like EngHfh miles.; and (hall and may inhabit 
and remain there ; and (hall and -may al-fo build and fortify 
within any the fame, for their better fafeguard and defence, 
according to their beft difcretion, and the discretion of the 
Council of that colony ; and that no other of our fubje&s 
(hall be permitted, or fuffered, to plant or inhabit behind, or 
onthe backfide of them, towards the main land, without the 
exprefs licence or confeift of the ^Council of that colony, 

thereunto in writing firft nad and obtained* 

V. And we dolikewife, for us, -our heirs, and fuccefibrs, Grant t» 
by thefe prefects, grant and agree,.' that the faid Th6mas^ u ^ om- 
Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George pany of li-* 
Popham, and all others of the town Plymouth in the county bcrt y to fet- 
of Devon, or eife where,* which are, or -'(hall be, joined unto ^*£ y on 
them of that colony, (hall be called the fecond colony; and the coaft of 
that they (hall and may begin their faid plantation and feat of NorthAme- 
their firft abode and habitation, at, anyplace upon the faid "^J^ 
coaft of Virginia and America, where they (hall think fit and 38°andht.' 
convenient, between eight-and- thirty degrees of the faid 45°* 
latitude, and five~and~forty degrees of the fame latitude; and andofthe 
that they (hall have all the lands, foils, grounds, havens, fea coaftnear 
ports, rivers, mines, minerals, woods, marches, waters, r ^ eir Pj ace 
fifhings', commodities, and hereditaments, whatfoever, from ^ent to^h* 
the firft feat of their plantation ahd : habitation by the fpace of diftancc of 
fifty like Englifh miles, as is aforefaid, all along the faid 5 omi . les 
coafts of Virgini« and America^ towards the weft and fouth- ^^Tto 
weft,- or toward the fouth, as the coaft lieth, and all the the depth of 
iflands within' one hundred miles, iJire£tly over againft the i<*> miles 
faid fea coaft; and alfo aH the lands, foils, grounds, havens. !?!?*!**. 

• • • i t'n rn HMW* » and « 

ports, rivers, mines, minerals, woods, marines, waters, nlh- 
ings, commodities, and hereditaments, whatfoever, from the 
faid place of their firft plantation and habitation for the fpace 
of fifty like Englifh, miles, all along the faid coaft of Yirgi-5 
nia and America, towards th&eaft and north -eaft, or towards 
the north, as the coaft lieth, and all .the iflands alfo within 
one hundred miles dire&ly over againft the fame fea coaft; 
and alfo all the lands, foils, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
woods, mines, minerals, marfties, .waters, fifliings, com- 
modities, and hereditaments, whatfoever, from the fame fifty- 
miles every way on the fea coaft, directly into the main land, by 
the. fpace of one hundred like Englifh miles ; and (hall and may 
inhabit and remain there; and fhall and may alfo build and 
fortify within any the fame for their better fafeguard, accord- 
ing 
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ing to their beft difcretton, and the difcretion of the Court-* 
cil of that colony ; and that none of our fubjefts (hall be per- 
mitted, or fuffered, to plant or inhabit behind, Or on the 
back of them, towards die main land, without tbeexprcfs 
licence of the Council of that colony, in writing tbefc- 
unto firft bad and obtained. 
Provided VI. Provided always, and our will and pleafure herein is* 
tUmentf fCt * ***** the P Iantttion ■■* habitation of foch of the faid Colonies * 
thLTftaiibe 38 ^all '** &*** themfdves, as aforefeid, (hall not be made 
laft made with in. one bundled like EnglUh miles of the other of them* 



*jj h9mon that firft began to make tfaeirplantation, as aforefaid. 
miles dif- VII. And we do aMb ordain, eftabltfh, and agree, for us, 
unt from, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, that each of the faid colonies (hall 
the firft. h avc a council, which (hall govern and order all matters and 
Sad* of caufes, which (hall arift, grow, or happen, to or within the 
ni« e fl»i]°be ^ amc & ym l colonies, according to fitch laws, ordinances* 
governed by and inftrudtons, as (hall be, in that behalf, given and figned 
* council of with our hand or fign manual, and pafs under the privy feal 
appSmtT of our rcalm of England ; each of which Councils (hall con- 
by the king) fift of thirteen perfons, to be ordained, made, and removed, 
froni time to time, according, as (hall be dire&ed and com- 
thefe coan- prifed in the fame inftro&ions \ and (hall have a feveral feal, 

hm^eaL for al1 matcew that fliatl P*** 6r conccrn the the fame feveral 
Councils ; each of which feals (hall have the king's arms eii-» 
, graven on the one fide thereof, and his portraiture on the 

other ; and that the feal for the Council of the faid firft 
colony (hall have engraven round about, on the one fide, 
thefe words; Sigillum Regis Magna Britannia* Francia 9 & 
Hibernla \ on the other fide this infeription, round about ; 
Pr§ Gondii* prima Colonise Virginia. And the feal for the 
Council of the faid fecond colony (hall alfo have engraven 
round about the one fide thereof,- the aforefaid words j Sigil- 
lum Regis Magna Britannia, Framia 9 fcf Hibtrnia\ and on 
the other fide ; Pro Ctncilio fteunda Cohnia Virginia. 
A fuperlor VIII. And that alfo there (hall be a Council eftabKfhed 
council of here in England, which (hall, in like manner, confift of 
«fid!n f0 hi t * l ^ tccn psrtomf to- be, for that purpofe, appointed by us, 
£ngiand 9 m our heirs and fucceflbrs, which (hall be called our Council 
appointedby of Virginia j and (hall,, from time to time, have the fuperior 
the king, managing and dire&ion, only of and for alt matters that (hall 
or may concern the government, as well of the faid ieveral 
colonics, as of and for any other-part or place, within the 
aforefaid precinds of four~and-thirty and fivc-and-forty dew 
grees, above-mentioned ; which Council (hall, in like man- 
ner, have a feal, for matters concerning the Council or 

colonies, 
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colonies, with the like arm* and portraiture, as aforefiud, 
with this infcription, engraven round about on the one fide ; 
Sigillurn RegU Magna Britannia ^ Francia, iff Hibernia\ 
and round about the other fide, Pro Concilio fao Virginia. 

IX* And moreover, we do grant and agree, for its, our Liberty to 
heirs and fuqceffors, that the faid feveral Councils, of and w ? rk *** 
for the faid feveral colonies, fliall and lawfylly may, by ™55? n j f fiu 
virtue hereof, from time to time, without any interruption vet in faid " 
pf us, our heirs or fuccefibrs, give and take order, to dig, ? olonie w 
piine, and fearch for all manner of mines of gold, filver, and £* * *5lftii 
copper, as well within any part ef their faid feveral colonies, part of the 
as of the faid main lands on the backfide of the fame colonies j sold and fti- 
and to have and enj oy the gold, fil ver, and copper, to be gotten , Jft^JjJ * f 
thereof, to the ufe and behoof of the feme colonies, and the the copped, 
plantations thereof ; yielding therefore^ to us, our heirs and 
{iieceffqrs, the fifth part only of all the iatnegold and filver, 
and the fifteenth part of ail the fame copper, fo to be gotten 
pr had, as is aforefaid, without any other manner of profit 
or account, to he given or yielded to jus, our heirs, or fuc* 
f eflbrs, for or in refpeS of the fame, « 

X. Ajid that they fliall, or lawfully may, eftablifh and Power to ef- 
caufe to be made a coin, to pais, current there between the tabiifhcoina 
people of thofe feveral colonies, for the moreeafe of traffic iJJ^f* co " 
and bargaining between and amongft them and the natives 
there, of fuch metal, and in fuch manner and form, as the 
&id feveral Councils there fliall limit" and appoint* 

XL And we do likewife ? for us, our heira, and fuc-p 0W ert« 
ceflbrs, by thefe prefents, give full power and authority to «"y out 
the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard ^.^4 
Hackluit, Edward-Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, f et de the° 
Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, faid col©* 
and to every of them, and to the faid feveral companies, niM * 
plantations, and colonies, that they, and every of them, 
{hall and may, at all and every time and times hereafter, % 
have, take, and lead in the faid voyage, and for and towards 
the faid feveral plantations a$d colonies, and to travel thi- 
therward, and to. abide and inhabit there, in every the faidl 
colonies and plantations, fucti and fo many of our fubje&s, 
as fliall willingly accompany them, or any of them, in the 
faid voyages and plantations; with fufficient {hipping, and 
furniture; of armour, weapons, ordnance, powder, vidlual, 
and all other things, neceffary for the feid: plantations, and \ . 
for their ufe and defence there : Provided always, that none 
of the faid pesfons be fuch, as (hall hereafter be fpecially re- 
trained by us, our heirs* or fugceflbrs* 

XII. More. 
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Powertore- XIT. Moreover, we do, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs, 
f fl a'nn"" anc * f ucce fl° rs » g IVC an( * grant licence unto the faid Sir Thomas 
tmders into Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edward-Maria 
the faid co- Wingficld, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Par- 
loiues. j^^ ant j Q cor g e Popham, and to every of the faid colonies, that 
they, and every of them, {hall and may, from time to time, and 
at all times forever hereafter, for their feveral defences, encoun- 
ter, expulfe, repel, and refift, as well by fea as by land, by all 
ways and means whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon and per- 
fons, as without the efpecial licence of the faid feveral colonies 
and plantations, (hall attempt to inhabit within the faid feveral 
precin&s and limits of the faid feveral colonies and plantations, 
or any of them,* or that (hall enterprife or attempt, at any time 
hereafter, the hurt, detriment, or annoyance, of the faid feveral 
colonies or plantations. 
iPowcr to XIII. Giving and granting, by thefe prefents, unto the 
wife two & faid gjr Thomas . Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hack- 
t.nt a . lf u P P on ,uit > Edward-Maria Wingfield, and their aflbciates of the 
all goods faid firfl colony, and unto the faid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh 
imported Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and their 
th U §cfn b ^ a ffbd2tes of the faid fecond colony, arid to every of them, 
fubjefts, 8 &from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, power 
5 per cent. an d authority to take and furprife, by all ways and means 
• U m°orted f D wnat ^ oever » a ^ an( l every perfon and perfons, with their 
Itawgeri. (hips, veflels, goods, and other furniture, which (hall be 
found trafficking, into any harbour or harbours, creek or 
creeks, or place, within the limits or precin&s of the faid 
feveral colonies and plantations, not being of the fame co- 
lony, until fuch time, as they, being of any realms or domi- 
nions under our obedience, (hall pay, or agree to pay, to the 
hands of the treafurer of that colony, within whbfe limits 
and precinfts they (hall fo traffic, two and a half upon every 
hundred, of any thing fa by them trafficked, bought or fold ; r 
and being Grangers, and not fubje&s under our obeyfance, 
until they (hall pay five upon every hundred, of fuch wares 
and merchandizes, as they (hall traffic, 'buy, or fell, within; 
the precin&s of the faid feveral colonies, wherein they (hall 
fo traffic, buy, or fell, as aforefaid ; which fums of money, 
or benefit, as aforefaid, for arid during the fpace of one-and- 
twenty years, next enfuing the date hereof, (ball be wholly 
employed to the ufe, benefit, and behoof of the faid feveral 
•plantations, where fuch traffic (hall be made; and after the 
(aid one-and-twenty years ended, the fame (hall be taken to 
the ufe of us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, by fuch officers and- 
minifters, as by us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, {hall be there*, 
unto affigned or appointed. XIV. An4 
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XIV* And w* do further by tjiefe prefents, for us, our Liberty to 
heirs and fucceflbrs, give and grant unto the faid Sir Thomas carf y t ^. 8 
Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward- J?^^ 
Maria Wingfield, and to their aflociates of the faid firft co- from the 
lony and plantation, and to the faid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh King's 
Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and their af- *£J £!T 
fociates of the faid fecond colony and plantation, that they, f r0 m<cuftom 
and every of theqi, by their deputies, ministers, and faflors, for 7 yearn 
may tranfport the goods, chattels, armour, munition, and „ 
furniture, needful to be ufed by them, for their faid apparel, 
food, defence, or otherwife, in refpedt of the faid plantations, 
out of our realqis of England and Ireland, and all other our 
dominions, from .time to time, for and during the time of 
feven years, next enfuing the date hereof, for the better relief 
of the faid feveral colonies and plantations, without any 
cuftotn, fubfidy, or other duty, unto us, our heirs, or fuc- 
ceflbrs, to be yielded or paid for the fame. . 

XV. Alfo yre do, for us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, declare, G .ene»l «*«- 
)>y thefe prefents, that all and every the perfons, being our aii^STpe'- * 
fubje&s, which (hall dwell and jnhabit within every or any foas as Audi 
of the faid feveral colonies and plantations, and every of their be born to 
children, which (hall happen to be born within any the limits %£ Co] *~ 
and precin&s of the faid feveral colonies and plantations, fliall 

have and enjoy all liberties, franchifcs, and immunities, within 
any of our other dominions, to all intents and purpofes, as 
if they hacj been abiding apd bow* within this our realm of 
England, or any other of our faid dominions. 

XVI. Moreover, our gracious will and pleafure is, and Perfoni 
we do, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, "fal™*** 
declare and fet forth, that if anjr pcrfon or perfons, which oFt^ing to 
(hall be of any of the faid colonies and plantations, or jany tJ jefc Colo » 
other, which wall traffic to the faid colonies and plantations, ? ie J **} 1 
or any of them, fhal'l, at any time or times hereafter, tranf- intoLeipi 
port any wares, merchandizes, or commodities, out of any of cbuatnea, . 
pur dominions, with a pretence to land, fell, or otherwife dif- £ a ? ?F feie 
pofe of the fame, within any the limits and prccjnas of any «? goX 
the fajd colonies and plantations, and yet hevertheiefs, being 

at fea* $r after he hath landed the fame within any of the faid 
colonies and plantations ? fliall carry the fame into any other 
foreign country, with a purpofe there to fell or difpofe of the 
fame, without the licence ot us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, in 
that behalf firft had and obtained j that then, all the goods 
and chattels of fuch perfon or perfons, fo offending and tranf- 
porting, together with the faid f^ip or veffe4 ^hewin fucli 

K tranfpor- 
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tranfportation was made, (hall be forfeited to us, oar heirs 
and fucceflbrs. 
Tiwfon in XVII. Provided always, and our will and plcafure is, and 
thf hS£b£ wc ^° k^ty d cc J arc to all chriftian kings, princes and 
anti of '" ftates, that if any perfon or perfons, which (hall hereafter be 
hcfe Colo- of any of the faid feveral colonies and plantations, or any 
*£• *}*? other, by his, their, or any of their licence and appointment, 
any otteo/^'' at an 7 " me or times hereafter, rob or fpoil, by fea or 
the Kiap'i by land, or do any ad of trnjuft and unlawful hoftilrty, to 
^ n? /T* 1 ^ t * !e kkj e ^ s °* u$ * our heirs, or fucceflbrs, or any the 
ofaVwro fub J cas of an y kin S' P rin cc, ruler, governor, or ftate,* being 
or State in then in league or amity with us, our heirs or fucceflbrs, and 
amity with that upon fuch injury, or upon juft complaint of fuch prince, 
England. ruler, governor, or Rate, or their fubje&s, We, our heirs, or 
fucceflbrs, (hall make open proclamation within any of the 
ports ^jf our realm of England, commodious for that purpofe, 
- that the faid perfon or perfons, having committed any fuch rob- 
- bery or fpbil, (hall, within the term to be limited by fufch procla- 
mations, make full reftitution or fatisfadton of all fuch injuries 
done, fo as the faid princes, or others, (o complaining, may 
hold themfelves fully fatisfied and contented j arid, that if 
the faid perfon or perfons, bavin? committed fuch robbery 
of (poil, (hall not make, or caufc to be made, fatisfa&jon 
accordingly, within fuch time fo to be limited, that then it 
(hall be lawful to us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, to put the 
faid perfon or perfons, having committed fuch robbery or 
fpoil, and their procurers, abettors, x>r • comforters, out of 
our allegiance and protedion ; and that it fl}al] be lawful and 
. free, for all princes and others, to purfue with hbftility {he 
faid offenders, and every of them, and* their and every of 
their procurers, aiders, abettors, and comforters in that 
behalf, 
PtomUeto XVIIL Ahd finally, We do, for us, our heirs and fuc- 
gramtfae ceffbr*, gram and agtee, to and with the faid Sir Thomas 
flSfJ^. Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard HacUuit, and gdward- 
cuiitd by Maria Wingfield, and all others of the faid firft colony, that 
the firft co- ^y e> our heirs and fucceflbrs, upon petition in that behalf 

i°erfohl« Ch| » bc m * de > ftfl11 ' fc y lettcrs P atent under tbc gre^.feal of 
ftaii be ap- England,. give and grant, unto fuch perfons,- their heirs and 
pointed for affigns, as the council of that colony, or the moft part of 
b^the rp0fe &***> fta,, » for xhaf pMpokf nominate and affign, all the 
Council of lands, tenements,, and hereditaments, which (hall be within 
thatColony. the precinfts limited for that coldnv, as is aforefaid, to be 
holden of us, our heirs r and fucccflors, as of our manor of 

Eaft- 
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Eaft-Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common 
foccageonly, and not in capite : 

XIX. And do in like manner, grant and agree, for us, The likt 
our heirs, and fucceflbrs, to and with the faid T^homas v™™k 
Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George JjSJffi 
Popham, and all others of the faid fecond Colony, that We, that Aaii be 
our heirs and fucceflbrs, upon petition in that behalf to be°f cu P 5cd *>r 
*nade, fliall by letters patent, under the great feal of England, ^fony? 11 
give and grant unto fuch perfons, their heirs and afligns, as 

the Council of that colony, or the moft part of them, {hall, 
for that purpofe, nominate and affign,all the lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments, which (hall be within the precin&s li- 
mited for that colony, a? is aforefaid, to beholden of us, 
our heirs, and fucceflbrs, as of our manor of Eaft-Greenwich, 
in the county of Kent, in free and common foccage only, 
and not-in capite. 

XX. All which lands, tenements, and hereditaments, fo 
to be pafled by the faid feveral letters patent, (hall be fuffi- 
cient aflurance from the faid patentees, fo diftributed and 
divided amongft the undertakers for the plantation of the faid 
feveral colonies, and fuch as fhall make their plantations ir* 
either of the faid feveral colonies, in fuch manner -and form, 
and for fuch eftates, as fhall be ordered and fet down by the 
council of the faid colony, qr the moft part of them, refpec- 
tivcly, within which the faipe lands, tenements, and heredi- 
taments fhall lie or.be ; although exprefs mention of the true 
yearly value or certainty of the premifts, or any of them, or of 
any other gifts or- grants, by us, or any of our progenitors or 
predecefibrs, to the aforefaid Sir Thomas Gates, Knight, 
Sir George Somers, Knight, Riphard Hackluit, Edward- 
Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, .Wil- 
liam Parker, and George Popham, or any of them, hereto- 
fore made, in thefe prefents, is not made ; or any ftatute, . 
ad, ordinance, or provinon, proclamation, or reftraint, to 
the contrary, hereof had, made, ordained, or any other thipg^ 

* caufe, Of matter whatsoever, in any wife notwi^ftapding. 
Jn witnefs whereof, we have caufea thefe euj Otters to be 
made patents ; witnef* ourfelf at Weftroiqfter^ ' fhe tenth day 
of April, in the fourth year of our rcigrj of England, France, 
and Ireland, and of Scotland the ^me-and T thir|ietn. 

L U K I N, 

P*r brev4 <fc private Sigilh. 
Ka - ' NUM. 
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NUMBER II. 



King JAMES yhc Firft's Second Charter to the Trcafii- 
rer and Company for Vjroini a, ere&ing {hem into 
a Corporation and Body-politic, and for the farther 
Enlargement and Explanation of the Privileges of 
the (aid Company and firft Colony of Virginia. 
Dated March 23, 1699/ 

L TAMES, by the Qraceof God, King of England, Scofr. 
J land, France and Ireland, Pefender of the Faith, &c« 
To all, to whom thefc prefents (hall come, .greeting. Wherea* j 
at the humbJe fuit and requeft of fundry of our loving and 
well-difpofed fubje&s, intending to deduce a colony, and 
to make habitation and plantation of fundry of our people, in 
that part of Arnerica, comrtionly call'd Virginia, and other 
parts and territories in America, either appertaining unto Us, 
or which are not actually poflcfled of any Chriftian Prince oj 
people, within certain bounds and regions, We have former- 
ly* by bur letters patents, bearing date the tenth day of April, 
in the fourth year of our reign of England, France, and Ire- 
Jand, and of Scotland the nine-and-thiittieth, granted to Sic 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and other?, for the more, 
fpeedy accomplifcment of thefajd plantation and habitation, 
that they (hould divide themfelves into two colonies (the onq 
confiding of divers Knights, gentlemen, merchants, and 
others, of our city of London, called the firft colony j and the 
otfyer confifting of divers Knights, gentlemen, and others, of 
our cities of Sriftol, Exeter, arid tQwn of Plymouth, and 
other places, called the fecond colony; and have yielded and 

{rranted many and fupdry privileges and liberties to each co- 
ony, for their quiet fettling and good government t^erein^ 
as by the faid letters patents more at large appeared^ 

II. Now, forafmuch as divers and fundry of our loving 
fubje&s, as well adventurers, as planters, of the faid firft co- 
lony, which have already engaged themfelves in furthering 
the bufinefs of the faid colony and plantation, and do further 
intend, by the affiftance of Almighty God, to profecute the 
fame to a happy end, have of late been humble fuitors unto 
XJs, that (in refped to their great charges and tlie adventure 
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of many of their lives, which they have haxarded in the 
faid 'difcovery and plantation of the laid country) We would 
|>e pleafed to grant them a further enlargement and ex- 
planation of the faid grant, privileges, and liberties, and that 
fuch Counfcllers, and other officers, may be appointed amongft 
them, to manage and dire& their affairs, as are willing and 
ready to adventure with them, as alfp whofe dwellings are not 
fo far remote from the city of London, but that they may, at 
convenient times, be ready at hand, to give their advice and . 
affiftance. upon all occafions requifite. 

Hi. We, greatly affeaing the efFeflual profecution and ^? f ° t r £ 
happy fuccefs of the faid plantation, and commending their London or 
good defires therein, for their further encouragement in ac-firft Colon? 
eomplifcing fo excellent a work, much pleafing to God, and b ?i^ e i ame 
profitable to our kingdom, do, of our efpecial grace, and ccr-f unr 'i™ m 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, Tor Us, our heirs, and Company of 
fucceflbr?, give* grant, and confirm, to our trufty and well- ******"* 
beloved fubjefts, Robert, EarJ of Salifoury, Thomas, Earl ^JJcuyVf 
of Suffolk, Henry, Earl of " Southampton, William, EarlJWo»,/w 
of Pembroke, Henry, Earl of Lincoln, Eatl of Dorfet, '*</#&- 
Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Philip, Earl of Montgomery,^" Kurm 
Robert, Lord Vifcount Lifle, Theophilus, Lord Howard of 
Walden, James Montague, Lord Btfhop of Bath and Wells, 
Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, Lotd Lawarr, William, 
Lord Mounteagle, Ralph, Lord Ewre, Edmond, Lord Shef- 
field, Grey, Lord Chandois, Lord Camp toft, John, Lord Pe- 
fre, JoMn, Lord Stanhope, George, Lord Carew, Sir Hum- 
phrey Weld, Lord Mayor of London, George Percie, Efq : ' 
Sir Edward Cecil, Knt. Sir Qcorge Wharton, Knt. Francis 
Weft, Efq. Sir William Wade, Knt. Sir Henry Nevil, Knt. 
SirThomas Smith, Knt. Sir Oliver Cromwell, Knt. Sir Pe- 
ter Manwood, Knt. Sir Drue Drury, Knt. Sir John Scot, 
Knt, Sir Thomas Challoner, Knt. S<r Robert Drury, Knt. 
Sir Anthony Cope, Knt. Sir Qratio Vere, Knt. Sir Edward 
Conway, Knt. Sir William Brown, Knt. Sir Maurice Berke- 
ley, Knt. Sir Robert Manfel, Knt. Sir Amias Prefton, Knt* 
Sir Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir Anthony Afhly, Knt. Sir Mi- 
chael Sandys, Knt. Sir Henry Carey, Knt. Sir' Stephen 
Soame, Knt. Sir Califthenes Brooke, Knt. Sir Edward Mi- 
chelborn, Knt. Sir John Ratcliffe, Knt. Sir Charles Wil- 
mot, Knt. Sir George Moor, Knt. Sir Hugh Wirral, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Dennis, Knt. Sir John Holies, Knt. Sir Willi- 
amGodolphin,Knt. SirThomas Monfon, Knt. SirThomas 
Ridgwine, Knt. Sir John Brooke, Knt. Sir Robert Killigrew, 
Knt. Sir Henry Peyton, Knt, Sir Richard Williamfon, Knt. 

' s Sir 
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Sir FenJinando Weynman, Knt. Sir William St. John, Knt* 
Sir Thofnas Holcro'ft, knt. Sir Johrv.Mallory, Knfc Sir Ro- 
ger' Aftiton, Knt. Sir Walter Cope, l£ht. Sir Richard Wig- 
more, Knt. Sir William Coke, Knt,. Sir Herbert Crotte, Knt* 
Sir Henry Fanfhaw, Knt. Sir John Smith, Knt. Sir Francis 
Wollcy, Knt. Sir Edward Water houfe, Knt. Sir Henry 
Seek ford, Knt. $ir Edwin Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas Way- 
nam, Knt. Sir John Trevpj:, Knt. Sir Warwick Heele, Knt. 
Sir Robert Wroth, Knt. Sir John Townfend, , Knt. Sir 
Chriftopher Perkins, Knt. Sir Daniel Dun, Knt. Sir Henry 
Hobart, Knt. Sir Francis bacon, Knt. Sir Henry Montague, 
Knt. Sir George Coppin, Knt. Sir Samuel Sandys, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Roe, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. S?r Tho- 
mas Freake, Knt. Sir Thomas Harwell, Kht. Sir Charles 
Kelke, Knt. Sir Baptift Hicks, Knt. Sir Johrf Watts, Knt. 
Sir Robert Carey, Knt. Sir William Romney, Knt. Sir Tho- 
mas Middleton, Knt. Sir Hatton Cheeke, Knt. Sir John 
Ogle, Knt. Sir Cavallero Meycot, Knt, Sir Stephen Riddle- 
fon, Knt. Sir Thomas Bludder, Knt., Sir Anthony Aucher, 
Knt. Sir Robert Johnfon, Knt. Sir Thomas Panton, Knt.. 
Sir Charles Morgan, Knt. Sir Stephen Pole, Knt. Sir John 
Burlacie, Knt. Sir Chriftopher Cleave, Knt. Sir George Hay- 
ward, Knt. Sir Thomas Davis, Knt. Sir Thomas. Sutton, 
Knt. Sir Anthony Foreft, Knt. Sir Robert Payne, Knt. Sir 
John Digby, Knt. Sir Dudley Digges, Knt. Sir Rowland 
Cbtton, Knt Dr. Matthew Sutcliffe, Dr. Meadows, Dr. 
Turner, Dr. Poe, Capt. Pagnam, Captain Jefferey Holcrofte, 
Captain Romney, Captain Henry Spry, Captain Shelton, 
Captain Sparks, Captain Thomas Wyat, Captain Brinfley y 
Captain William Courtney, Captain Herbert, Captain 
Clarke, Captain Duehurft, Captain John Blundell, Captain 
Fryer, Captain Lewis Orwell, Captain Edward Lloyd, Cap- 
Slingefby, Captain Hawley, . Captain Orme, Captain 
Woodhoufe, Captain Mafon, Captain Thomas Holcroft, 
Captain John Coke, Captain Holies, Captain William 
Proude, Captain Henry Woodhoufe, Captain Richard 
Lindefey, Captain Dexter, Captain William Winter, 
Captain Pearce, Captain John Bingham, Captain Bur- 
jay, Captain Thomas Conway, Captain Rock wood, Cap- 
tain William Lovelace, Captain John Afbley, .Captain Tho- 
mas Wynne, Captain Thomas Mewtis, Captain Edward Har. 
wood, Captain Michael Everard, Captain Comock, Cap* 
tain Mills, Captain Pigot, Captain Edward Maria Wing- 
field, Captain Chriftopher Newport, Captain John Sick- 
lemore, alias Ratcliffe, Captain John Smith, Captain Joha 

. . * * v . Martin, 
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'Martin, Capt. Peter Wynne, Capt. Waldo, Capt. Thomas 
Wood, Capt. Thomas Button. George Bolls, Efq. Sheriff of 
London, William Crafhaw, Clerk, Batchelorof Divinity, Wil- . 
Hani Sebright, Efq. Chriftopher Brooke, Efq. John Bingley, 
Efq. Ttiohias Watfort, Efq. Richard Percival, Efq. John Moore, 
Efq. ,W Brooker, Efq. , David Woodhoufe, Efo^ An- 
thony'Atfeher, Efq. Robert Boyer, Efq. Ralph Ewens, 
Efq. Zachary Jones, Efq. George Calvert, Efq. Willi- 
am Dobfdn, Efq. Henry Reynolds, Efq. Thomas Wal- 
ker, Efq. Anthony Barnars, Efq.. Thomas Sandys, Efe. 
Henry Sandys, Efq. Richard Sandys, Efq. fon of Sir Ed- 
win Sand vs, William Oxenbridge, Efq. John Moore, Efq. 
Thomas tVafon, Efq. John Bullock, Efq. , John Waller, 
Efq. Thorilis Webb, Jehu Robinfon, William Brewfter, 
Robert ^ve&n,' Henry Danby, Richard Hackluit, Mini- 
fied John Eldrid, inerchant, William RufTel, merchant, 
John Merrick, merchant, Richard Banifter, merchant, 
Charles Anthony, goldfmith, John Banks, William Evans, 
Richard Humble, Richard Chamberlayne, merchant, Tho- 
mas Barber, merchant, Richard Pomet, merchant, John 
Fletcher,* merchant, Thomas Nicholls, merchant, fohn 
Stoke, merchant, Gabriel Archer, Francis Covel, Willi- 
am Bonham, Edward Harrifon, John Wolftenholme, Ni- 
cholas 6al$ec Hugh Evans, William Barnes, Otho Ma*r- 
det, Richard Staper, merchant, John Elkin, merchant, 
William Coyfe, Thomas Perkin, cooper, Humphrey * 

James, cooper, Henry 'Jackfon, Robert Singleton, Chri- 
ftopher Nicholls, John Harper, Abraham' Chamberlayne, 
Thomas Shipton, Thomas Carpenter, Anthony Crew, 
George Holman, Robert Hill, Cleophas Smith, Ralph 
Harrifon, John Farmer, James Brearley, William Crofby, 
Richard Cox/ John Gearing, Richard Strongarm, iron- 
mongers, Thomas Lang ton, Griffith Hinton, Richard Iron- 
fide, Richard Dean, Richard Turner, William Lawfon, 
mercer, James Chatfield, Edward Allen Teddar, Robert 
Hildebrand Sprinfon, Arthur Moufe, John Gardiner, 
James Ruffe), Richard Cafwell, Richard Evans, John 1 
Hawkins, Richard JCerril, Richard Brooke, Matthew Scre- 
vener, gentleman, William Stallenge, gentleman, Arthur 
Venn, gentleman, Sandys Webbe, gentleman, Michael 
Phettiplace, gentleman, William Phettiplace, gentleman, 
Ambrofe Prufey, gentleman, John Taverner, gentleman, 
Georgef Pretty, gentleman, Peter Latham, gentleman, Tho- 
mas Montford, gentleman, William Cantrel, gentleman, 
Richard Wifiin, gentleman, Ralph Moreton, gentleman, 

John 
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John Cornelius, Martin Freeman, Rafpji Freeman, Andrew 
Moor*, Thomas White, Edward Pcrkin, Robert Offiey, 
Thomas Whitley, George Pit, Robert Parkhurft, Thomas • 
Morris, Peter Harloe, Jeffry Duppa, John Gilbert, William 
JHancock, Matthew Brown, Francis Tyrrel, Randolph Car- 
ter^ Othowell Smith, Thomas Harpond, Martin Bond, 
haberdafber, John Moulfoe, Robert Johnfon, William 
Young, John Woodal, William Felgpte, Humfrey Weft- 
wood, Richard Champion, Henry Robinfop, Francis Mapes* 
William Sambach, Ralegh Crafhaw, Daniel , Tucker* 
Thomas Grave, Hugh Willefton, Thomas. Culpepper, of 
Wigfel, Efq; John Culpepper, gentleman, Henry Lee, 
jofias Kerton, gentl^ihan, John rory, gpntleman, Henry 
Collins, George Burton, William Atkinfon, Thomas Fo.reft, 
John Ruffel, John Ruflel, John Holt, Herman Harrifon, 
Gabriel Beedel, John Beedel, Henry ,Dawkes, George 
£cot, Edward Fleetwood, gentleman, Richard Rogers, 
gentleman, Arthur Robinfon, Robert Robinfon, John 
Huntley, John Gray, William Payne,. William Field, 
WHJiani Wattey, William Webfter, Jotyi Piftgley, 
Thomas Draper, Richard Glanvil* Arnold Hulls^ Henry 
Roe, William More, Nicholas Gryce, James Monger, 
Nicholas Andrews; Jeremy Haydon, ironmonger, Philip 
Durette, John Quarles, John Weft, Matthew Springbiim, 
John Johnfon, Chriftophej- Hore, Thomas Snead, George. 
Berkeley, Arthur Pet, Thomas Careles, William gerkley, 
Thoma? Johnfon, Alexander Bents, Captain William King, 
George Sandys, gentleman, James White, gentleman, 
Edmund Wynne, Charles Towlar, Richard Reynold, 
Edward Webb, Richard Maplefden, Thoma* Lever, David 
IJourne, Thomas Wood, Ralph Hamer, Edward Barney, 
mercer, John Wright, mercer, Robert. M id die ton, Edward 
Littlefield, Katherine . Weft, Thomas Web, Ralph King, 
Robert Coppin, James Aflcew, Chriftooher Holt, Willjan* 
Bardwell, Alexander Chiles, Lewis Tate, Edward Pitch- 
field, James Swifte, Richard Widdoweq, goldfmith, Edmond. 
Brudencll, Edward Burwell, John HansfQrd, Edward 
Wooller, William Palmer, haberdaftier, John Badger, J#hn 
Hodgfon, Peter Mounfel, John Carril, John Bufhridge, 
William Dun, Thomas Johnfon, Nicholas Ben fon, Thomas 
Shipton, Nathaniel Wade, Randal We t wood ? Matthew 
Dequefter, Charles Hawkins, Hugh Hammerfley* Abraham 
Cartwright, George Brnnet, William Cater, flicbafd God r 
d*rt, Henry Cromwell, Phineas Pet, Robert Cooper, John 
Cooper, Henry Newce, Edward Wilkes ? Robert Batanan* 

Nicholas 
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Farrar., . John .T^ewhoufe, John Cafon, Thomas (Jarris^ ' 
gentleman, George Etheridge, gentleman, Thomas MayleV 
geritleman, Richard Stafford, 1 .nomas - — ■ f Richard 
Cooper, John Weftrow, Edward Welch, THpmas- BHtaih^ 
Thomas Knowles, Oftaviari Thbrrie, , Eddiond Smith, John 
March, Edward CareW, Thomas Pleydall, Richard Let, 
Miles, Palmer, Henry Price, John Jofhua, gentleman, Will. 
Clauday, Jeremy Pearfye, John Bree, gentleman, Williani 
Hampfdn, Chriftopher Pickford, Thomas Hunt, Thomas 
Trillion, Chriftopher Salmon, John Howard, clerkj Richard 
Partridge^ Allen Caflen, Felix Wilfori; Jhomas Bathurft, 
George Wilmer, Andrew Wilmer, Maurice Lewellin^ 
Thomas Godwin, Peter Burgoyne, Thomas Burgoyne, 
Robert Burgoyne, Robert Smith, merchant-taylor, Edward 
Cage, grocer, "Thomas Cannon, gentleman, Williani 
XVelby, ftationer, Clement Wtfmer, gentleman, John Clap- 
ham, gentleman, Giles Francis, gentleman, George Walker, 
fadler, John SwinhofW, ftationer, Edward Bifliop, ftationer^ 
Leonard White, gentleman, Chriftopher Baron, Peter 
Benfori, Richard Smith, George Pro&or, mitfifter, Millicent 
Ramfdenr* widow, Jofeph Soane, Thomas Hinfttaw, John 
Baker, Robert Thornton, John Davis, Edward Facet, 
George Newce, gentleman, John Robinfon, Capt. Thomas 
Wood, William Brown, fhoemaker, Robert Barker^ {hoe- 
maker, Robert Pennington, Francis Burley, minifterj Will. 
Quick, grocer, Edward Lewis, grocer, Laurence Campe* 
draper, Aden Perkins, grocer, Richard Shepherd, preacher, 
William Sherley, haberdalher, William Taylor, haberdaiher* 
Edwin Lukin, gentleman, John Franklyn, haberdafher, 
John Southwick, Peter Peate, George Johah, ironmonger* 
George Yeardley, gentleman, Henry Shelly, John Prat* 
Thomas Church,' draper, William Powel, gentleman, Rich* 
Faith, gentleman, Thomas Wheeler, draper, Francis 
Haflerig, gentleman, Hugh Shipley* gentleman, John An- 
drews the elder, doctor of Cambridge, Francis Whiftler. 
gentleman, John Vaffal, gentleman, Richard Howie, Edward 
.Berkeley, gentleman, Richard Keneridgburg, gentleman, 
Nicholas Extort, draper* William Bennet, fiflimortger, James 
Haywood, merchant, Nicholas Ifaac, merchant, Williani 
Gibbs, merchant*. *j~— ^ Bifliop, Bernard Mitchel, Ifaac 
Mitchel, John Streate, Edward Gall, John Martin, gentle- 
man, Thomas Fox, Luke Lodge, John Woodliffe, gentle- 
man, Richard Webb, Vincent Low, Samuel Burnham, 
Edmund Pears, haberdafher^John Googe, John St. John, 
Edward Vaughan, Williani Dunn, Thomas Alcocke, John 

L Andrews 
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Andrews the Jpfnger, of Cambridge, Samuel Smithy Thomas 
Gernpd, Thomas Whittingham, William Canning, Paul 
Canning,, Gwrge Chandler, Henry Vincent* Thomas Ket- 
ley, James Skelton, Jame&Mountaine, George Webb, gen- 
tktnan, Jofeph Newbridge, fmtth, Jouah Maud, Captain 
Ralph Hamcr the younger, Edward Brewfter, the /on of 
William Brewfter, Leonard Harwood, mercer, Philip. 
Dxuesdent, William Carpenter, TriftianHiU, Robert Cock, 
grocer, Laurence Greeie, grocer, Samuel Winch, grocer, 
Humphrey Stile, grocer, Avern DransfieW, grocer, Edward 
Hodges, grocer, Edward Beale, grocer, Thomas Culler, 
grocer, Ralph BuJhby, grocer, John Whittingham, grocer, 
John Hide, grocer, Matthew Shepherd, grocer, Thomaa 
Allen, grocer, Richard Hooker, giocer, Lawrence Munks, 

frocer„ John, Tanner, grocer, Peter Gate, grocer, John 
Hunt, grocer, Robert Phips, grocer, Robert Berrisford, 
grocer, Thomas Wells, grocer, John. Ellis, grocer, Henry 
Colthurft, grocer, JohnCavady, grocer, T noma* Jennings, 
grocer, Eduaond Paflaall, grocer, Timothy Batburft, grocer, 
Giles Parflow, grocer, Kobert Milniay, grocer, Richard 
lohnfon, grocer^ William John/on, vintner, Ezekiel 
Smith, Richard Maxtin, William Sharpe, P.obert Rich, 
William Stannard, inn holder, John Stocfaen, William Stra~ 
chey, gentleman, George Farmer, gentleman, Thomas 
Gypes^ clotbworker, Abraham Dawes, gentleman, Thomas 
Brocket, gemtemao, George Bache, nftynonger, John Dike, 
fishmonger* Henry Spranger, Richard Farrington,Chriftopher 
Yertue, vintnec, Thomas. Bayley,, vintner, George Robins^ 
vjojtnei;,, TQbiqs, IJinlbn, grocery _Vriao Spencer^ Cfem*nt 
Chicheley- Johf^Scarpe^ gentleman-, James. Campbell* iroa- 
roonfler^ Chriflophcr Ciitberoe, ironmonger, Phftip Jacobs 
ion, Peter Jacobfon, of Antwerp, William Berkeley, Mile* 
Banks, cutler,, Peter Higgpns, grocer, Henjry John* gen- 
tleman, John Stpkeley, merchant-taylor, the company of 
Mjeicefjp, the etmpany of Grocers, the company of uraners, 
I the soinpany of Fishmongers* the company of Goldftnfths, 

the company of Skinners,, the company of Merchant,- Biylors, 
the company of. Haberda&ets, the company of Sajters, the 
cqmpaay, qf Ironmongers,, the company <£ Vintners, the 
cooipany of Cl^tbwork qr% the company of Drorav the com- 
pa»y of Brewers, the* company of l^athejftfiejrs^ the cooir 
pany of. I?ewtgcer% the comfiaqy of Cutlers, the company of 
W hitebake/s^the conjp*py of Wajtr«handlefs,tbecConiLpany'of 
Talldwrchandlers^thff'company of Armorers,[tJte, company of 
Girdles, the company of Butchers, the company of Sadlers, 

the 
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the company of Carpenters, the company of Cordwavners, 
the company of Barber-chirurgepns, the company of Paint - 
ftainers, the companyof-^Gurriers, the company of Mafons, 
the company of Pftimbers, the company of Inn holders, the^ 
company of Pounders, the company of Poulterers, the com- 
pany of Cooks, the company of Coopers, the company of 
Tylers and Bricklayers, dip company of Boyers, the com- 
pany of Fletchers, the company of Blackfmijhs, the company 
of J oijicrs, the company of Weavers, the company of Wool* 
men, the company of Woodmongers, the company of *ScK* 
veners, the company of Fruiterers, the company of rlaifterers, 
the company of Brownbakers, the company of Stationers, the 
company of Embroiderers, the company of Upholfterers, the 
company of Muficiatts, the company of Turners^ thecofn- 
pany of Gardiners, the company of fealketmakcfs, the ctrtn*- 
pany of Glaziers, John Levct, merchant, Thomas Noi> 
nicot, clothworker, Richard Venn, haberdalher, Thomas 
Scot, gentleman, Thomas Juxon, merchant-taylor, George 
Han kinfon, Thomas Seyer, gentleman, Matthew Cooper, 
George Butler, gentleman, Thomas Lawfon, gentleman, 
Edward Smith, haberdafher, Stephen Sparrow, John Jones, 

merchant, -*— Reynolds, brewer, Thomas Plummer, 

merchant, James Duppa, brewer, Rowland Coifmore, N 

William Southerne, George Witmore, haberdaftter, Antho- 
ny Gofnold, the younger* John Allen, 'fiflttrtonger, Simon 
Yeotttatis, fifhmonger, Lancelot Davis, gentleman, John 
Hopkins, Alderman of Briftol, John KtJttTeky, gentleman, 
Richard Clene, goldfintfh, George Hooked, gentleman, 
Robert Chening, yeoman j and 16 fuch, and fo many, as 
they do, or fhall hereafter, admit to be joined with them, ih 
form hereafter ih thefe prcfents, exprefled, whether they go 
in their perfons, to be planters there in the faifi plantation, 
er whether they go not, but adventure their tntmies, goods, 
or chattels ; tnat they fhall be one body Of commonalty 
perpetual, and {hall have perpetual futcdfiort, *jr<J one com- 
mon feal, to ferve for the laid body or coft*moft*lty : and that tfame of 
they, and their fucceflbrs, Ihell he known, tatted, and in-thecorpo»- 
corporated by the name of, The Tfeafurer and Company of tlpn * 
Ad venturers and Planters for |he City of kortdonfcrr the firfl^ 
Colony in Virginia. 

IV. And that they, and fheif fucceflbtt, ftall be, from Capacity to 
henceforth, for ever enabled to take, acquire, and pupchate, ["£] ^ 
by the name afbrefaid (licence for the fame, from us, our«^«nd} 
heirs or fucceflbrs, firft had and obtained) any manner of 
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lands, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, and chattel*, 
within our realm of England, and dominion of Wales. I 

•"**>*»* V. And that they, and their fucceffors, fhall likewife be 
an befoed - enabled, by the name aforefaid, to. plead, and be impleaded, 
fcefore any of our judges or j unices, in any of o;*r courts, j 
and in any a&ions or fuits whatfoever. 
Grant of V I. And wc do alfo, of onr fpecial grace, pertain know- 
land in A- Jedge, and mejre mptiQn, give, grant, and confirm , unto the | 
JhTSd ^l** tr !»f ur ? r *nd company, and their fucceffors, under the 
trcafurcr rejfervatioos, limitations, and declarations, hereafter exprefl- 
and ctom- cd, all thole lands, countries, and territories, iicuate, lying, ! 
pany# and being, in that part of America called Virginia, from the 
point of land called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the fea. 
coaft, to the northward two hundred miles, and from the 
faid point of Cape Comfort, all along trie fea coaft, to the 
Southward two hundred miles, and all that fpace and circuit 
of land, lying from the fea coaft of the precinft aforefaid, up 
into the land, throughout from fea to fea, weft and 
northweft j and alfo all the ifland§, lying within one hundretf 
miles, along the coaft of both feas of the precin& aforefaid ; 
together with all the foils, grounds, havens, and ports, 
mines, as well royal mines of gold and filver,' as other 
minerals, pearls, and precious ftones, quarries, woqds, rivers, 
waters, iifhings, commodities, jurifdi£tions, royalties, pri- 
vileges, franchifes, and preheminences, within the (aid ter- 
ritories, and the precinds thereof, whatfoever, and thereto 
and thereabouts, both by fea and t land. being, or iri any fort 
belonging pr appertaining, and which we, hy our letters 
patents, may or can grant, in as ample manner and fort, as 
we, or any our noble progenitors, have heretofore granted to 
any company, body politic or corporate, or to any adventurer, 
or adventurers, undertaker, or undertakers, of any difco- 
veries, plantations, jpr traffic, of, in or into any foreign parts 
whatfoever, and in as large and ample manner, as if the fame 
Habendum, were herein particularly mentioned and expreffed : To have 
. . and to hold, poflefs and enjoy, all and lingular the fajd lands, 
countries, and territories, with all and lingular other the pre- 
mifes, heretofore by thefe prefents granted, or mentioned to 
be granted, to them, the (aid treafurer and company, their 
fucceffors and afligns for ever $ to the fole and proper ufe of 
them, the faid* treafurer and company, their fucceffors and 
Tenendum, a ffigns for them : To be holden of us, our heirs, and fuccef- 
fors, as. of our manor of Eaft-Greenwich, in free and com* 
Refcnda^mon foccage, and not in capite; Yielding and paying, 
therefore, to us, our heirs, and fucceffors, the fifth part 

only 
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pnly of all ore of gold and filver, that from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, (hall be there gotten* had, or obtained, 
for all manner Qf fervices. 

VII. And nevertrjelefs, our will and pleafure is, and we Power in 
do, by thefe prefents, charge, command^ warrant, and au- ^|d trca- 
thorife, that the faid treasurer "and company, or their fuccef- ^ r a and 
fors, or the major part of them, which fhallbe prefent and convey an<i 
aflembled for that purpofe, fhall» from time to time, under affign under 
their cqmmon feal, diftribute, cohvey, aflign, and fet over, ^"^J** 
fijeh particular portions of lands, tenements, and heredita- particular 
ments, by thefe prefents, formerly granted, unto fuch our portions q£ 
loving fubjecls, naturally |*orn, or denizens, or others, a $* hel * nd 
wejl adventurers as planters, as by the faid company (upon a granted to 
commiffion of furvey and diftributibrj, executed and returned the com-' 
ifor that purpofe) fhall be nominated, appointed, and allowed ; P*ny to p**-* 
wherein our will and pleafure is, that refpeft be had, as well l^nten p- 
bf the proportion of the adventurer, as, to tr*e fpecial fervice, adventu- 
hazard, exploit, or merit of any perfon, fo to be recompen- xei:i * 

fed, advanced, or rewarded. ; ' v 

VIII. And forafmuch, as the good and prqfperous fuccefs EftaMift- 
©f the faid plantation cannot but chiefly depend, next under mentof* 
the blefling of God, and the fupport of our royal authority, council to 
iipon the provident and good direction of the whole enter- ^J * t an i 
prize, by a careful and underftanding council, and that it is to man! ige 
jiot convenient, that all the adventurers (hall be fo often' the affairs 
drawn to meet and affemble, as (hall be requifite for them to of *««<>«- 
have meetings' and conference about the affairs thereof j * any * 
therefore we do ordain, eftablifh, and' confirm, that there 

fhall be perpetually pne council here redden t, according tq 
the tenour of pur former letters patents ; which council 
fhall have a feal, for the better government and admiriiftra- 
tiqn of the faid plantation, befides the legal feal of the com- 
pany or corporation, as iri our former letters patents is alfo 
exprefled. ' ' 

IX. And farther, we eftablifh and ordain, v that Henfyi This coun- 
Earl of Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke, Henry, cil fhall 
Ear) of Lincoln, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Robert, Lord Jf^ J[££ 
Vifcount Lifle, Lord Theophilus Howard, James, Lord thecommoa 
Bifhop of Bath and Wells, Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, feal of the l 
Lord Lawarr, William, Lord Monteagle, Edmund, Lord whole com - 
Shefjield, Grey, Lord Chandois, John, Lord Stanhope, pany * 
George, Lord Carew, Sir Humfrey Weld, Lord Mayor of 
London, Sir Edward ,Cecil, Sir Willjam Wade, Sir Henry! 
Nevil, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Oliver Cromwell, Sir Peter! 
Manwood, §ir Thomas Challoner,' Sir Henry Robert, Sir! 

Francis! 
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Ifrancis Bacon, Sir George Coppin, Sir John Scot, Sir 
Henry Carey, Sir Robert Drury, Sir Oratio Vere,. Sir 
Edward Conway, Sir Maurice Barkeley, Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir Michael Sandys, Sir Robert Manfel, Sir John Trevor, 
Sir Amias Prefton, Sir William Godolphin, Sir Walter 
Cope, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Henry Fanfhaw, Sir 
Edwin Sandys, Sir John Watts, Sir Henry Montague, Sir 
William Romney, Sir Thomas Roe, Sir Baptift Hicks, Sir 
Richard, Williamfon/ Sir Stephen Poole, Sir Dudly Digges, 
Chriftopher Brooke, Efq; John Eldrid, and John Wol- 
ftenholme, fhall.be our council for the faid company of ad- 
venturers and planters in Virginia. 
N°»»j|atiw X. And the faid Thomas Smith we do ordain to be trea- 
uhtn of ^ urcr of the kid company : which treafurer fhall have autho 



tkU council rity, to give order, .for the warning of the council, and fum- 
•y theking. moning the company, to their courts and meetings. 
EteAfen of XI. And the faid council and treafurer, or any of them, 
MdcwrtSl^ a ^ ^e fr° m henceforth, nominated, chofen, continued, 
ion in all difplaced, changed, altered, and fupplied, as death, or other 
future W- federal occafions, fliall require, out of the company of. the 
Scmajwtyk"* ^venturers, ty the voice of the greater part bf the faid 
of the {aid company and adventurers, in their aflembly for that purpofe : 
company, provided alwajps, that every counfellor; fo newly ele&ed, 
{hall be prefented to the Lord Chancellor of England, or to 
the Lord High Treafurer of England, or to the Lord Cham- 
berlain of the hbufhold of us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, for 
• the time being, to take his oath of a counfellor to us, Our 
heirs, and fucceflbrs, for the faid company of adventurers and 
cplpny in Virginia, 
Power of xil. And we do, by thefe prefents, of our fpecial grace, 
de^ty t trc 8 a-.' cefta,n knowledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs and 
Surer, in /ucceflbrs, grant unto the faid treafurer and company, and 
caf " of their fucceflors, that if it happen, at any time or times, the 
** y - treafurer for the time being to be fie k, or to have any fiich, 
cauf&ef abfence from the city of London, as fhall be allowed 
by the faid council, or the greater part of them, aflembled, 
{o as he cannot attend the affairs of that company, in every 
fuch cafe, it (hall and may be lawful for fuch treafurer for the 
time being, to ai&gn, con fti tote and appoint, one of the 
council or company, to be likewife allowed by the council, 
or the greater part of them, aflembled, to be the deputy trea- 
furer of the faid company ; which deputy (hall have power, 
to do and execute all things, which belong to tbe feid trea- 
iurer, during fuch time, as fuch treafurer (hall be either Tick, 
or otherwife abfent upon caufe allowed of by the faid council, 

or 
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ot the major part of them, as aforelkid, fb fully and wholly, x 
and in as large and ampte manner and form, to ail intents 
and purpofes, as the faid treafurer, if he were prefent, him-' 
felf might or could do and execute the fame, 

Xill. And further, of our fpecial grace, certain know- The council 
ledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and fucceflors, d** 11 *»**« , 
we do, by thefe prefents, give and grant full power and au- m^^ apM 
thority to our faid council, here refident, aa well at this point tod i* 
prefent time, as hereafter from time to time*, to nominate, changew 
make, conftitute, ordain, and confirm, by fuch name or ^wanon ' 
names, ftile or ftiles, as. to them' (hall feem good ; and like-*£iuUther 
wife to revoke, difcharge, change, and alter, as well all and°fficersof 
fingular governors, officers, and minifters, which already of^hTfid^ 
have been made, as alfo which hereafter (hall be by them colonics, 
thought fit and needful to be made or ufed, for the govern- 
ment of the faid colony and plantatiqn. 

XIV. And alfo to make, ordain, and eftabltfh all manner And to 
of orders, laws, directions, inftru&ions, forms, and cere- « iake ***** 
monies of government and magiftracy, fit and neceffary, for government 
and concerning the government of the faid colony and planta- of the faid 
tion ; and the fame, at all times hereaftej-, to abrogate, re- colonies, 
voke, or change, not only within the precincte of the faid 
colony, but alfo upon the feas in going and coming, to and 

from the faid colony, as they, in their good discretion, (halt 
think to^be fitted for the good of the adventurers and inhabi- 
tants there. 

XV. And we do alfo declare, that, for divers reafons and Upon the 
confiderations us thereunto efpecially moving, our will and arrival of a 
pleafure is, and we do hereby ordain, that immediately from f OV o™ted 
and after fuch time, as any fuch governor or principal officer, by the faid 
fo to be nominated and appointed, by our faid council, for council in 
the government of the faid colony, as aforefaid, fhall arrive ^ gm ^\f 
in Virginia, and g^ive notice unto the colony there refident of theprefident 
our pleafure in this behalf, the government, power and au- and council 
thority of the prefident and council, heretofore by our former ?}- r 5?^ t 5f** 
letters patents there effablifhed, and all laws and conflitutions, Jd f all"* 
by them- formerly made, (hall utterly ceafe and be determined, other offi- 
and all officers, governors, and minifters t formerly conftituied cer8 of #*» 
or appointed, fhnll be discharged, any thing, in our former ^Jj 113 ^ '' 
letters patents concerning. the faid plantation contained, in any ftantly ccali 
wife tcr the contrary notwithstanding •> ftraightly charging and aad be de* 
commanding the prefident and council, now refident in the tcrmmed * 
laid colbny, upon their allegiance, after knowledge given unto 

them of our will and 'pleafure, by thefe prefencs. fignjfied and 
4eclared > that they forth with be obedient ta fuch governor or 

governors^ 
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gOFcrrK>rs< as by our faid council, here refident,- iliall.be. 
named and appointed, as aforefaid, and to all di regions, or- 
ders and commandment*, which they fliall receive from 
them, as well in the prefent refigning and giving up of their 
authority, offices, charge and places, as in all other atten- 
dance, as {hall be by them, from time to time, required. 
Admiffioo XV L And we do further, bythefe prefents, ordain and 
^J££ rs eftablifh, that the faid treafurer and council here refident, and 
into the their fucceflbrs, or any four of them, being aflembled (the 
company, treafurer being one) fhall, from time to time, haye full power* 
and authority, to admit and receive any other perfon into 
Dl«fran- their company, corporation, and freedom; and further, in a 
chifemcnt. g enera ] aflembly of the adventurers, with the confent of the 
greater part, upon good caufe, to d is (ranch ife and put out 
any perfon or perfons, out of the faid freedom and company. 
* OW iT \° XVII. And we do alfo grant and confirm, for us, our heirs 
forts of an< * fucceflbrs, that it (hall be lawful for the faid treafurer 
miacs. and company, and their fucceflbrs, by direction of the go- 
vernors there, to dig and to fearch for all manner of mines 
of gold, filver, copper, iron, lead, tin, and all forts of mi- 
nerals, as well within the precinct aforefaid, as within any 
part of the mainland, not formerly granted to any other ; 
and to have and enjoy the gold, filver, copper, iron,, lead, 
and tin, and all other minerals, to be gotten thereby, to the 
ufe and behoof of the faid company of planters and adventu- 
rers yielding thereof, and paying yearly, unto us, our heirs 
and fucceflbrs, as aforefaid. 
Power to XVIII, And we do further, oF our fpecial grace, certain 
f a . rry t ou 3 r ^ e knowledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and fuccef- 
je&s or any f° rs * g raijt > by thefe prefents, to and with the faid treafurer; 
Granger* to and company, and their fucceflbrs, that it fliall be lawful and 
fettle the free for. them, and their ajfigns, at all and every time and 
together ny * times hereafter, out of our realm of England, and out of all 
vith aline- other our dominions, to take and lead into the faid voyages, 
j5 ff iry. ar P , and for and towards the faid plantation, and to travel thither- 
fcnee^and" wards, and to abide and inhabit there in the faid colony and 
inerchan. plantation, all fuch and fc* many of our loving (uhje&s^. or 
dires proper an y other ftrangers, that will become our loving fubje&s, 

for trading \ •• % ° ' , ,. /v n n- i • • 

withthepeo- a °d 1 ive under our obedience, as lhall willingly accompany 
jU there: them in the faid voyage and plantation j witn fufficient (hip- 
ping, armour, weapons, ordinance, munition, powder, (hot, 
viduals, and fuch merchandifes or wares, as are efteemed by 
the wild people in thofe parts, cloathing, implements, furni- 
ture, cattle, horfes, and mares, and all other things, necef- 
fary for the faid plantation, and for their ufe and defence, 

and 
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and trade with the people there; and in pafling, and return- 
ing to and fro; without yielding or paying fubfidy, cuftom, with«utpay- 
impofuion, or any other tax or duty, to us, our heirs, or "^^^ 
fucceffors, for the fpace of feven years from the date of thefe duty t * or 
prefents; provided, that none of the faid perfons be fuch, as thcrp for 7 . 
fliall be hereafter, by fpecial name, reftrained by us, our heirs, y ears - 
and fucceffors. • 

XIX. And for their further encouragement, of our fpecfal ^ r ° fu c b "f^V 
grace and favour, we do, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs fl^bc paid . 
and fucceffors, yield and grant, to and with the faid treafurer in Virginia 
and company, and their fucceffors, and every of them, * their f ™™J™ H 
factors and afiigns, that they and every of them, fliall be free that timc 
of all the fubfidies and cuftoms in Virginia, for the fpace of thefaidcom- 
one-and-t>venty years, and from all taxes and impofitions, j^^* ' 
forever, upon any goods or merchandizes, at any time or fhailpayon- 
times hereafter, either upon importation thither, or exporta- ly a duty of 
tion from thence, into our realm of Kngland, or into any 5 P er «j»t- 
other of our realms or. dominions, by the faid treafurer and g£°£ s * x _ 
company, and their fucceffors, their deputies, factors, or ported from 
afligns, cr any of them ; except only the five pounds per cent. Virginia in- 
due for cuftom, upon all fuch goods and merchandizes, as afte"ihic)iL 
fliall be brought or imported into our realm of England, or they may 
any other of thefe our dominions^ according to the an tient export the, 
trade of merchants ; which five pounds per cent, only being |^ g "* 
paid, itfhall be thenceforth lawful and free for the faid ad- w ;thin tne 
venturers, the fame goods and merchandizes %o export, and fpace ©f 13 
carry out of our faid dominions, into foreign parts, without ™"£ei>bci 
any cyftom, tax, or other duty, to be paid to us, our heirs, i ng fi r iUanI< 
or fucceffors, or to any other our officers or deputies; pro- de4 in Eng-, 
vided, that the faid goods' and merchandizes be fliipped out, ^ ***- 
within thirteen months, after their firft landing within any ™ y other" 5 
part of thofe dominions, doty. 

XX. And we do alfo grant and confirm to the faid treafurer Powertore- 
and company, and their fucceflbrs, as alfo to all and every fift u a ^j !£ 
fuch governor, or other officers and minifters, as by our faid Gliders in"o 
council fliall be appointed to have power and authority of the faid co- 
government and command, in or over the faid colony or plan- lon y* 
tation ; that they, and every of them, (hall and lawfully 

may, from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, 
for their feveral defence and fafety, encounter, expulfe, repel, 
and refift, by force and arms, as well by fea as by land, and 
all ways and means whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon and 
perfons whatfoeyer, as (without the fpecial licence of the faid 
treafurer an4 company, and their fuceeflbrs) fhall attempt to 
inhabit, within the faid feveral precin&s aad limits of the faid 

M colony 
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colony and plantation ; and alfo, all and every fuch perfon and 
perfons whatfoever, as fhall enterprise or attempt, at any 
time hereafter, deftrudtion, invafion, hurt, detriment, or an- 
noyance, to the faid colony and plantation, as is likewife fpe- 
cined in the faid former grant. 
J^V* XXU And that it fhall be lawful for the faid treafurer and 
cent, upon company, and their fucceffors, and every of them, from time 
atlgoodaimr to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, and they fhall have 
SSTcoJon ^ P QWCr an< * authority, to take and furprife, by all. ways 
of exported and means whatfoever, all and every perfon and perfons what- 
*pt of it by foever, with their (hips, goods, and other furniture, traf- 
^.^j 15 ^ ficking in any harbour, creek, or place, within the limits or 
° ^ " * i of precincts of the faid colqny and plantation, not being allowed 



the tod by the faid company to be adventurers or planters of the faid 
company; colony, until fuch time as they ^ being of any realms and da- 
rn i/rions under our obedience, fhall pay, or agree to pay, to 
* the hands of the treafurer or of fome other officer, deputed by 

the faid governor of Virginia (over and above fuch fubfidy and 
cuftom, as the faid company is, or hereafter fhall be, to pay) 
five pounds per cent, upon all goods and merchandises fa 
brought in thither, and alfo five per cent, upon all goods by 
ana j*> per t h^ m fhippecj out from thence ; and being ftrangers, and not 
tto&ofr * ynder our obedience, until they have paid (over and above fuch 
imftorted fubfidy an<i cuftom, as the faid treafurer and company, or 
thither or their fucceffors, is, pr hereafter fhall be, to pay) tea pounds 
tXnce* by P er ce nt« upon all fuch goods ? like wife carried in and out, 
Arangers anything* in the faid former letters patents, to i the contrary 
mtvnder notwithftanding ; and the fame fums of money and benefit, 
pbjdience 8 . M aforefaid, for and during the fpace pf one-and-twenty 
■ r years,, flaall be wholiy employed to the benefit, ufe^ and be- 
- hoof pf the (aid colony and plantation ; and after the faid 
one-and-twenty years ended, the fame, fhall be taken to the 
ufc of us ? our heirs, and fucceffors, by fuch officers and 
roinifters, as by us, bur heirs, or fucceffors, fhall be there- 
unto affigned and appointed, as is fpecified in the faid former 
. . fitters patents. 

Qcaer«) oV XXU. Alfo, we do> for us, our heirs, and fucceffors, 
Sffuchpcr- declare, by thefe prefents> that all and every the perfons, 
fons as ftall being, our fubjeds, which fhall go and inhabit within the 
I ?^ orn in faid colony and plantation, and every of their children and 
-' 0D T - pofterity, which fhall happen to be born within any the limits 
thereof, fhali have and enjoy all liberties, franchises, and im- 
munities of free denizens and natural fuhje£te, within any of 
pur other dominions, to a)l intents and purposes, as if they 
• ; ' - ' - u had 
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had been abiding and born within this our realm of England, 
or in any other of our dominions. 

XXIII* And forafmuch, as it {hall be neceffary for all filch Power td 
our loving fubje&s, as (hajl inhabit within the faid precinfts^ c ofl *£* 
of Virginia, afonfaid, to determine to live together, in the ^, e nt°tli3tt 
fear andtrueworfhip of Almighty God, chriftian peace, and dull be ap- 
civil quietnefs, each with other, whereby every one may*?° intd f f * r 
with more fafety, pleafure, and profit* enjoy that, whereuntO|, y *iJj C o Ull .. 
they (hall attain with great pain and peril.; we, for us, our cil aforefaid, 
heirs, and fucceflbrs, are likewife pleafed and contented * and *? 8< ^ rn - 
by thefe prefents, do give and grant unto the faid treafurer^^^*^ 
and company, and their ' fucceffors, and to fuch governors, lonyacoorl- 
officers, and minifters, as (hall be, by our faid council, con- W to f u< *v 
ftituted and appointed, according to the natures and liipits q^'^wJi 
of their offices and places refpe&ively,*that they fhall and as cjtfi, w 
may, from time to time for ever hereafter, within the faid WIJ*,^" 
precincts of 'Virginia, or in the way by fea thither and from *£ e fa±* 
thence, have full and abfolute power and authority j to cor- council* 
re<3, puntfh, pardon, govern, and rule, all fuch the" fubjeQs 
of us. our heirs, and fucceflbrs, as fhall, from time totime^ 
adventure themfelves in any voyage thither, or that fhall, at 
any time hereafter, inhabit in the precincts and territories of 
the faid colony, as aforefaid, according to fuch orders, or- 
dinances, constitutions, directions, and inftraStions, as by 
our faid council, as aforefaid, fhall be eftablifhed ; arid in 
defe<3: thereof, in cafe of rieceflity, acccording to the good 
difcretion of the faid governor and officers, refpe&ively, as 
well in cafes capital and criminal as civil, both marine an£ 
other ; fo always, as the faid ftatutes, ordinances, and pro- 
ceedings, as near as conveniently may be, be agreeable to 
the laws, ftatutes, government, and policy of this our realm 
of England. 

XXI V. And we do further, of our fpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, grant, declare, and ordain, 
that fuch principal governor, as, from time to time, fhaJJ 
duly and lawfully be authorised and appointed, in rnannef 
and form in thefe prefents heretofore expreflfed^ flialHiavefull 
power and authority, to ufe and exercife martral law, in 
caies of rebellion or mutiny, in as large and ample manner^ 
as our lieutenaiits in our counties, within this our realm or 
England, have, of ought to have, by force of their com- - 
mi-ffi >ns of lieutenancy* 

XXV. And furthermore, if any perfon or perfons, ad- Perfons^ho 1 
venturers or planters of the faid colony, or any other, at any tfttiJer R r *\ 
time or times hereafter, fhall tranfport any' monies, goods, dln^totWt 

Ma or colony, foil 
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fail goodf or merchandizes, out of- any of our kingdoms, with a pr$- 
countA*** tcnCC or purpoie, to land, fell, or other wife difpofe of the 
fall forfeit fime, within the limits or bounds of the faid colony, and yet 
their (hips ncverthelefs, being at fca, or sfter he hath landed within any 
and $o<xh. ^ n ^ ^ ^y co ] on ^ (j ia jj carr y t he fame into any other 

foreign country, with a purpofe there to fell and difpofe 

thereof; that then, all the goods and chattels of the faid per- 

ion, or perfons, fo offending and tranfported, together with 

the fhip or veflel wherein fuch t ran f porta t ion was made, £hall 

be forfeited to us, our heirs and fucceflbrs. 

Doubtful ' XXVI. And further, our will and pleafure is, that in all 

• paffages in queftions and doubts that fhall arife, upon any difficulty of 

•*onncr n pa- conftru&ion or interpretation of^any thing, contained either in 

rents ftal! this orinour faid former letters patents, the fame fhall be taken 

Je conftmed an J interpreted, in rnoft ample and beneficial manner for the- 

to the C «an- k"* treafurer and company, and their fucceflbrs, and every 

*eet. member thereof. 

Conf-nnati- XXV 11. And further, we do, by thefe . prefents* ratify 
on of former and confiim unto the faid treafurer and company, and their 
r^jk^d " ot f uCceu *° rs » a " tne privileges, franchifes, liberties, and imm.u- 
altercd by 'ities, granted in our faid former letters patents, and not in 
theprefent thefe ..our letters patents revoked, altered, changed or 
charter. abridged. 

Extcnfionof XXVIII. And finally, our will and pleafure is, and we 
the privile-do further, hereby, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, grant 

SthUchar- * nc * a S rec » to anc ' w * tn tne £"<* treasurer and company, and 
lerto&Ufu- their fucceflbrs, that all and Angular perfon and perfons, 
ture mem- which fhall, at any time or times hereafter, adventure any 
1^7 ^ he ^ m or ^ urns of money, in and towards the faid plantation of 

lllfl Compa- * . r . . . • t r • . • 1 rt 11 I'll 

3iy dniyad- the faid colony in Virginia, and lhall be admitted, by the 
»nittcd into faid council and company, as adventurers of the faid co- 
council the ^ on y» * n ^ orm aforefaid, and fhall be enrolled in the book 
thereof, in or records of the adventurers of the faid company, fhall and 
the manner may be accounted, accepted, taken, held, and reputed, ad- 
Jcribedt'" venturers of the faid colony, and (hall and may enjoy all and 
lingular grants, privileges, liberties, benefits, profits, com- 
modities, and immunities, advantages, and emoluments 
whatfoevcr, as fully, largely, amply, and abfolutely, as if 
they, and every of them, had been precifely, plainly, Angu- 
larly, and diftin&ly named and inferted in thefe our letters 
patents. 
Noperfon . XXIX. And laftly, becaufe the principal effe£t which 
/hail gt> into we can defire or exped of this action, is the conversion and 
iht faid redudlion of the people in thofe parts unto the true worfhip 
country Q ^ q q ^ ^j Chriftian religion, in which refpeft we fhould 

be 
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be loath, that any perfon (hould be permitted to pafs, that without ha- 
we fufpefted toeffeft the fuperftitions of the church of Rome ; ™ 8 *£*' 
we do hereby declare, that it is our will and pleasure, that oa thof fu- 
none be permitted ro pafs, in any voyage, from time to time premacy. 
to be made into the faid country, but fuch as firft fhall have 
taken the oaths of fupremacy ; for which purpofe we do, by 
thefe prefents, give full power and authority, to the treafu- 
rerfor the time beififr, and any three of the council, to ten- 
der and exhibit the faid oath, to all fuch perfons as fhall, at 
any time, be fent and employed in the faid voyage. Although 
exprefs mention of the true yearly value or certainty of the 
premifes, or any of them, or of any other gifts or grants, by 
.us, or any of our progenitors, or predeceflbrs, to the afore- 
/aid treafurer and company heretofore made, in thefe prefents 
is not made; or any aft, ftatute, ordinance, provifion, pro- 
clamation, or reftraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, or* 
dained, or provided, or any other thing, caufe, or matter, 
whatfoever in any wife notwithstanding. In witnefs whereof, 
we.havecaufed thefe our letters to be made patent j witnefs 
ourfelf atWeftminfter,the 23d day of May, in the feventhyear 
of our reign of England, France,and Ireland, and of Scotland 
the***** 

Per ipfum Regtm. 

L U K I N. 



NUMBER III. 

Charter of King JAMES I. to the Treafurer and 
Company of Virginia, Dated March 12, j6ii*2. , 

L TAMES, by the grace of God, King of England, Scot- Recital of 

J land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith ; to the fub- 
all, to whom thefe prefents (hall come, greeting. Whereas t fc* n £^!f er 
at the humble fu it of divers and fundry our loving fubje&s, as f May 13, 
well adventurers as planters of .the firft colony in Virginia, 1609. 
and for the propagation of chriftian religion, and reclaiming 
of people barbarous to civility and humanity, we have, by 
our letters patents, bearing date, at Weftminfter, the three- 

and 
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nod-twentieth day of May, in the feventh year of our reign o( 
England, France, and Ireland, and the two-and-fbrtieth of 
Scotland, given and granted unto them, that they, and all 
fuch and fo many of our loving fiibje&s, as fhould, from 
time to time for ever after, be joined with them, as planters 
or adventurers in the faid plantation, and their fucceflbrs, for 
ever, fliould he one body politic, incorporated by the name 
of, The treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of 
the city of London for the first colony in Virginia. 

II. And whereas aifo, for the greater good and benefit of 
the (aid company, and for the better furtherance, ftrengthen* 
ing, and eftablifhing of the faid plantation, we did further 
give, grant, and confirm, by our faid letters patents, unto 
the (aid treasurer and company, and their fiicceflbrs, forever, 
all thofe lands, countries, or territories, fituate, Lying, and 
being, in that part of America called Virginia, from the 
point of laqd called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the 
fea coafts, to the northward, two hundred miles, and from 
the faid point of Cape Comfort, all along the fea coaft, to 
the Southward, two hundred miles, and all that fpace and 
circuit of Jand, lying from the fea coaft of the precind afore- 
faid, up or into the land, throughout from fea to fea, weft 
and northweft, and alfo all the iflands, lying within one 
hundred miles, along the coaft of both the feas of the precind 
aforefaid, with divers other grants, liberties, franchises, and 
preheminences, privileges, profits, benefits, and commodi- 
ties, granted, in and by our faid letters patents, to the faid 
treafurer and company, and their fucceflbrs, for ever. 
Petition of HI. Now, forafmuch as we are given to underftand, that 
the grantees in thofe feas, adjoining ,to th£ faid coafts of Virginia, and 
(at 'fflentT w ' tnout tnc compafs of thofe two hundred miles, by us fo 
of their for- granted unto the faid treafurer and company, as aforefaid, 
awr charter, and yet not far diftant frpm the faid colony in Virginia, 
there are, or may be, diveYs iflands, lying defolate and un- 
inhabited, fbme of which are already male known and dis- 
covered, by the induftry, travel, and expence of the faid 
company, and others alfo are fuppofed to be and remain, as 
yet, unknown and undifcovered, all and every of whicfi it 
may import the faid colony, both in fafety and policy of 
trade, to populate and plant, in regard whereof, as well 
.for the preventing of peril, as for the better commodity and 
profpenty of the faid colony, they have been humble fuitors 
unto us, that we would be pleated to grant unto them an 
enlargement of our faid former letters patents, as well for a 
more ample extent of their limits acd territories into the feas 

ad- 
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adjoining to^ and upon the coaft of Virginia, as alfo Tor 
fome other matters and articles, concerning the better go* 
vernmentof the faid company and colony, in which point our 
faid former letters patents do not extend fo far, as time and * • 

experience hath found to be needful and convenient. 

IV. We therefore, tendering the good and happy fuccefs 
of the faid plantation, both in regard of the general weal of 
human fociety, as in refpeift oF the good of our own eftate 
and kingdoms, and being willing to give furtherance to all 
good means, that may advance the benefit of the fard com- 
pany, and which may fecure the fefety of our loving fub- 
je&$i planted in our faid colony under the favour and pro- 
tection of God Almighty, and of our royal power and autho- 
rity, have therefore, of our efpecial grace, certain know- 
ledge, "and mere motion, given, granted, and confirmed, and 
for us, our heirs and fucceffors, We do, by thefc prcfents, p«*t •* * 
give, grant, and confirm, to the faid treafurer and compa-^^^ 
ny of adventurers and planters of the city of London for the to the fe*r 
firft colony in Virginia, and to their heirs and fucceffors, for London 
ever, all and lingular thofe iflahds whatfoever, fituate and be- com P an > 
ing in apy part of the ocean feas bordering upon the coaft of 
our faid firft colony in Virginia, and being within three 
hundred leagues of any the parts heretofore granted to the 
faid treafurer and company, in our faid former letters pa- 
tents, as afbrefaid, and being within or between the one-and- 
fortieth and thirtieth degrees of northerly latitude, together 
with, all and firtgular foils, lands, grounds, havens, ports, 
rivers, waters^ fiihings, mines, and minerals, as well* royal 
mines of gold and filver, as other mines and minerals, pearls, 
precious ftones^ quarries, and all and Angular other commo- 
dities, jurifdi&iqns, royalties, privileges, franchifes, and pre*, 
heminences, both within the faid trail of land upon the 
main, and alfo within tha faid rfland and feas adjoining, 
whatfoever, and thereunto or thereabouts, both! by fea 1 and 
land, being and fituate : and which, by our letters patents, 
we may, or can, grant, and in as ample manner and fort, as 
we, or any our noble progenitors, have heretofore granted to 
any perfon or perfons, or to any company, body politic or 
corporate, or to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or 
undertakers, of any difcoveries, plantations or traffic, of or 
into any foreign parts, whatfoever, and in as large 4 and am- 
ple manner as if the fame were fierein particularly named, 
mentioned, and exprefled. : provided, always, that the faid 
iflands* or any the premifes herein mentioned, or by thefe 
prefents intended or, meant to be granted, be not a&ually 

poffeffed 
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pofTefled or inhabited by any other chriftian prince or eftate, 
nor be within the bounds, limits or territories of the northern 
colony, heretofore by us granted to be planted by divers of 
Habendum. our loving fubjefts, in the north parts, of Virginia. To have 
and to hold, poflefs and enjoy, all and lingular the faid iflands, 
in the faid ocean feas fo lying, and bordering upon the coaft 
and coafts of the territories of the faid firft colony in Virgi- 
nia, as aforefaid ; with all and fingularthe faid foils, lands, 
and grounds, and all and Angular other the premifes, hereto- 
fore by thefe prefents granted, or mentioned to be granted, to 
them, the faid treafurer and company of adventurers and 
planters or the city of London for the firft colony in Vir- 
ginia, and to their heirs, fucceflbrs, and affigns, for ever, 
to the fole and proper ufe and behoof of them, the faid trea- 
• furer and company, and their heirs, and fucceflbrs, and af- 
Tenendifflp. figns, for ever. To be holden of us, our heirs, and fuccef- 
fors, as of our manor of Eaft- Greenwich, in free and com- 
Keddendo. mon foccage, and not in capite. Yielding and paying' there- 
fore to us, our heirs, and fucceflors, the fifth part of the pre 
' of all gold and filver, which fliall be there gotten, bad, or 
obtained, for all manner of fervices whatfoever. 
Affoctati- V. And further, our will and pleafure is, and we do, by 
onsof di- thefe prefents, grant and confirm, for the good and welfare of 
ncnt^er- the faid plantation, and that polterity may hereafter know, 
fonstothe who have adventured,, and not been fparing of their purfes in 
faid Lon- f u ch a noble and generous action for the general good of 
^ oncompa ' their country, and at the requeft, and with the con fen t, of 
the company aforefaid, that our trufty and weli.-beJoved fub- 
je£ts, George, Lord Archbjfliop of Canterbury, Henry, Earl 
of Huntingdon, Edward, Earl of Bedfofd, Richard, Earl 
of Clanricjcard, &c. who firice our faid laft letters patents, 
aire become adventurers, and' have joined themfelves with the 
former adventurers and planters of the faid company and fo- 
ciety, fliall, from henceforth, be reputed, deemed, antl ta- 
ken to be, and (hall be, brethren and free members of the com- 
pany, and (hall and may, refpeftively, and according to the 
proportion and value of their feveral adventures, have, hold, 
and enjoy all fuch inter eft, right, title, privileges, prehemi- 
nencies, liberties, franchifes, immunities, profits, and com- 
modities, whatfoever, in as large, and ample, and beneficial 
manner,/ to all intents, conftructions, and purpofes, as any 
other adventurers, nominated and exprefTed in any our for- 
mer letters patents, or any of them, have or may have, by 
force and virtue of thefe prefents, or any our former letters 
patents whatfoever. 

VI. And 
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VI. And we arc further pleafed,- and we do, by thefe pfre- "Affition of 
fents, grant and confirm, that Philip, Earl of Montgomery, ^" e ™ U 
William Lord Paget, Sir John Starrington, Knt. . &c. fons/tTtht 
whom the faid treafurer and company have, ilnce the faid Uft council of * 
letters patents, nominated and fet down, as worthy and dif- - e faM * 
erect perfons, fit to ferve as counfellorsj to be of our council 5 00l ** n *' 
for the faid plantation, fhall be reputed, deemed, and taken, 

as perfons of our faid council for the faid firft colony, in fucH , 
manner and fort, to all intents and purpofes, as thofe, who 
have been formerly elected and nominated, as our counsellors. 
for that colony, and whofe names have been or are inferted 
and expreffed, in our faid former letters patents. 

VII. And we do hereby ordain and grant, by thefe plrefents, qWs or 
that the faid treafurer and company of adventurers and plan- *fl«abiiet 
tcrs aforefaid, fhall and may, once every week, or oftener, at^y'^p 
their pleafure, hold and keep a court and aflembly, for the be held 
better order and government of the faid plantation, and fuch ««ce«*wy 
things as fhall concern the fame j and that any five perfons ofJ^J ^ r 
our council for the faid firft colony in Virginia, for the time trar/fa&ioa 
being, of which company the treafurer, or his deputy, to be of ordinary 
always one, and the number of fifteen others, "at the leaft, of 1 "* 51 * 6 - 
the generality of the faid Company, afTembled together in 

fuch manner, as is and hath been heretofore ufed and ace u ft 
tomed, (hall be faid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and ftjall 
be a fufficient court of the raid, company, for the handling* 
and ordering, and difpatching of all fuch cafual and particular 
occurrences, and accidental matters, of lefs confequ£nce and 
weight, as fhall, from time to time, happen, touching and 
concerning the (aid plantation. 

VIIL And that neverthelefs, for the handling, ordering, And for tht 
and difpofing of matters and affairs of great weight and im- ™*™*J to 
porfance, and fuch, as fhall or may, in any fort, concern the ™orc im* 
weal public and general good of the faid company arid planta- porta™ bu- 
tton, as namely, the manner of government from, time to time fincft oftik * 
to be ufed, the ordering and difpofing of the lands and pof- four P great 
feffions, and the fettling and eftablifhing of a trade there, or and general 
fuch HkCj there fhall be held and kept, every year, upon the *J«nbl«« 
laft Wednefday, fave dne, of Hillary term, Eafter, Trinity, £r7of!t^ 
and Michaelmas tef ms, for ever, one great, general, and fo- Aall be 
lemn afletnMy, which four affemblies fhall be ftiled and called, hM ineT * 
The four great and general courts of the council and com- ryyttr# 
psirly of adventurers for Virginia; in all and every of which 
laid great and general courts, fo aflembled, our will and plea* 
fore is, and we do, for us, our herts, and fucceffbrs, for ever, 
give and grant t* tbe ftfid treasurer atfd^oiftpwty, and their 
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fucceflbrs, for ever, by thefe prefents, that they, the faid frea 

furcr and company, or the greater number of them, fo aflem- 

bled, (hall and may have full power and authority, from time 

Eleftion ©f to time, and at all times hereafter, to cleft and chufe difcreet 

CO! i ni5c !i. or8 perfons, to be of our faid council for the laid firft colony in 

and other £_...' . . . r , -. J . 

officers of Virginia, and to nominate and appoint men officers, as they 
government {hall thirfk fit and requMite, for the government, managing, 
ordering, and difpatchtng of the affairs of the faid company : 
•■ and (hall likewife have full power and authority, to ordain and 
Making make fuch laws and ordinances, for the good and welfare of 
laws. t ^ e f a - l( j pi antat i 6 n > as ta them, from time to time, ftiall be 

thought requifite and meet : fo always, as the fame be not 
1 contrary to the laws and ftatutes of this our realm of England : 

and (hall, in like manner, have power and authority, to ex- 
IHsfrancbi- pulfe, disfranchife, and put out of and from their faid com- 
fement of p an y an( j focJcty, for ever, all and every fuch perfon and per- 
thatoeglea fons, as having either promifed, or fubferibed tbeir names, to 
to pay the become adventurers to the faid plantation of the faid firft co- 
?* one y '**** lony in Virginia, or having been nominated for adventurers, 
cribtd. " in theft or any other our letters patents, or having been other- 
wife admitted and nominated to be of the faid company,, have 
neverthelefs, either not put in any adventure at all, for and 
towards the faid plantation, or elfe have refufed and neglect- 
ed, or (hall refufe and negleft to bring in his or their adven- 
ture, by word or writing promifed, within fix months after 
the fame {hall be fo payable and due. 
Dlreaions jx. And whereas the failing and not payment of fuch 
of j^ftice'to mon ^ s » as * iavc * >een P rom *kd ,n adventure for the advance- 
enforce thement of the faid plantation, hath been often by experience 
payment df found, to be dangerous and prejudicial to the feme, and much 
chefarimo* to | iayc hindered the progrefs and proceeding of the faid plan- 
tation, and for that it feemeth unto us a thing reafonable, that 
fuch perfons, as by their hand writing have engaged them- 
felves for the payment of their adventures, and afterwards 
neglecting their faith and promife, (hould be compelled to 
majce good and keep the fame ; therefore our will and plea- 
fure is, that in any fuit or fuits commenced, in any of our 
courts at Weftminfler, or elfewhere, by the faid treafurer and 
company, or other wife, againft any fuch perfons, that our 
judges for the time being, both in our court of Chancery, and 
at the Common Pleas, do favour and further the (aid fuits, 
fo far forth as law and equity will, in any wife, further 
and permit. 
Power to x. And we do, for us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs, further give 
Mr?ons a ° y and S ram t0 t° e feid # $reafurer and company, or their fucccflors, 
^ ' for 
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for ever, that they, the faid treafurer and company, pr the whetherat. 
greater par^of them, for the time beingi fo in a full and general ^j^ ^* 
court aflembled, as aforefaid, (hall and may, from time to time, the King, 
and at all times for ever hereafter, ele&, chufe, and admit into ?* alien*, 
their' company and fociety, any perfon or perfons, as well ^mpany! 
Arrangers and aliens, born in any part beyond the feas where- 
foever, being in amity with us, as our natural liege- fubje&s, 
born in any our realms and dominions: and that all fuch per* 
fons fo elected, chofen, and admitted to be of the faid com- 
pany, as aforefaid, (hall thereupon be taken, reputed, and held, 
and (hall be free members of the faid company, and {hall 
have, hold, and enjoy fcll and Angular freedoms, liberties, fran- 
ehifes, privileges, immunities, benefits, profits, and commodi- 
ties whatfoev^r, to the faid company in any fort belonging 
or appertaining, as fully, freely, and amply, as any other adven- 
turers, now being, or which hereafter at any time (hall be of 
the faid -company, hath, have, (hall, may, might, of ought to 
have and enjoy the fame, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever. 

XL And we do-further, of our fpecial grace, certain know- Power to 
ledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and fuccefibrs, give J*"^**' 
and grant unto the faid treafurer and company, and their fubjeasf or 
fuccefibrs, forever, by thefe presents, that it (hall be lawful Grangers, to 
and free for them and their affigns, at alj and. every time J c ?* e *** 
and times hereafter, out of any our realms and dominions t io D j P *ogeI 
whatfoever^ to take, lead, carry, and tranfport in and into ther'with 
the faid voyage, arid for and towards the faid plantation of allnec J fl * f y 
our faid -firft colony in Virginia, all fuch and fp many of our JJSJ £ 
loving fubjeds, or any other -ftrangers that will become our fence, and. 
loving fubje&s, and live under our allegiance, as (hall wil- mCTC ^"^ 
lingly accompany them in the faid voyages and plantation; fotirimg 
with (hipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, paw- with the 
der, (hot, victuals, and all manner of merchandifes and wares, p«>»lethere, 
and all manner of cloathing, implements, furniture, beads, Mymg^tny 
cattle, horfes, mares, and all other things necefiary for the cuftom pr 
faid plantation, and for their ufe and defence, and for trade d »*y ** 
with the people there, and in paffing and returning to and £*" z£ TU 
from, without paying or yielding any fubfidy, cuftom, or im- 
pofition, "either inward or outward, or any other duty, to us, 
our heirs* or fuccefibrs, for the fame, for the fpace of feven 
years from the date of thefe prefents, 1 

XII. And we do further, for us, our heirs, and fuccefibrs, Power to 
give and graiit to the faid treafurer and company, and their tk^afurer 
fuccefibrs, for ever, by thefe prefents, that the faid treafurer p U y %?Ua 
of that company, or his deputy, for the time being, or any deputy, or 
two other of the (aid council, tor th« faid firft colony in Vir- ™y JJJjj^g 
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* ■*J»*gittU f for the time being, or any Wo other at 3II time* Here* 

^Brfongdlng *f tcr » * n d fr *" tin > e to tim e » * lave * uil power. aa4 authority. 
iato Virgi- to minilter aad give the oath an^ oaths of fupremacy and 
niatkcoatii allegiance, .or feither of them, to all and every perfon and per- 
ance* «d ^ Qn ^» which lhall, at any time or timss hereafter, go or pafs 
fupremacy. to the ft id colony in Virginia. 

Power to ' XIII. And further, that it &aU be lawful likewife for the 

the fame f a id treafurer or his deputy, for *he time being, or any two 

•dminifter ot ^ rs of °ur f*»d council for the faid firft colony in Virginia, 

oath* of oU for the tirpc being, from time to, time, and at all time* here- 

fice to per- after, to minifter fuch a formal oith, as by their discretion {ball 

Soyed*?!! ** *eafonably devifed, as weft unto any perfon or perfons, em- 

the faid ployed in. for, or touching the iaid plantation, for their ho- 

plantation, jicft^ faithful, and juft difcharge of their fcrvice, in all fuch 

tntneffMin a*" 61 ** «* fl* a11 be committed unto them for the good and 

jodkialpro. benefit of the faid company, colony, and plantation ; as alfo, 

ceedings. unto fuch other perfon or perfons, a* the faid treafurer or hi? 

deputy, with two others of the faid council) fbaU think meet, 

for the examination or clearing of the truth, in any caufe 

whatsoever concerning the (aid plantation, or any bufinefs, 

from thence proceeding, or thereunto belonging, 

JUchalof XIV. And furthermpre, whereas we hare been certified, 

the^ m^jbhat divers lewd and ilJ-difpofed perfon^ both failors, foldiers* 

dtotT'ft*- artificer*, hufbandmen, labourers, andothecs, having received 

tee em- wages, apparel, and other entertainment from the faid com? 

flayed or p an y, or having cantra&ed and agreed with the faid company, 

Sr^ftid • to g°? or to fef ve * ^ r to> ** c^ploy.^ in the. faid plantation of 

ctt»pa»y. the faid firft colony in. Virginia, have afterwards, either w>kdt> 

drawn, hid, or concealed therafeLves, or have; re£tifed to gq 

thither, after they have been fo entertained and agreed withal ^ 

and that divers and fundry perfons alfo, which have been (tnt 

and employed in the faid plantation of the faid firft colony in 

Virginia, at and upon the charge, of the faid company, aad 

having there misbehaved tbemfeUies by. mutinies* fadkion, or. 

other notorious mifdemeanors, or having, been employed of 

jfent abroad, by the governor, of Virginia, or his deputy, with 

jbme ftwp or pinnaaco, for our provmon of the fcud cofeny, cat 

for feme difeovery, or other bufinefs and affairs, qonqerajag 

the fame, have from thence raaft fereacheroofly, eiflwr oom9 

back again and returned into otyr realm of England, bj 

ftealth, or without tic woe, of our governor of. out faid colony 

m Virginia, fee the time being, or haae been feat hither, as 

nifikeecs aad ofendess j and-that Many alfo el* tbofepetfoos* 

^fter thpjjs return foom thence, hay ing heenxjittAtoned by ooe 

j&id counoik herey fee itchlne* mifl^tofiourt mi <dFena«9 r hys 

' " "'- " ' " . ' ' ' " their 
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tbeir infolent and contemptuous carriage in the prefenoeof 
our /aid Council, have (hewed little refpe& and reverence* 
cither tg the place, or authority, in which we have placed , 
and appointed them ; and others, for the colouring of their 
lewdnefs and ipifdemeanors committed in Virginia, have en*. 
deavoured by moft vile and flanderous reports, made and 
divulged, as well of the country of Virginia, as alio of the 
government and eftale of the faid plantation and colony, as 
much as in them lay, to bring the faid voyage and plantation 
into difgrace and contempt ; by means whereof, not only the 
adventurers and planters, already engaged in the faid plants* 
tion, have been exceedingly abufed and hindered, and a great 
number of other our loving and yrdUdi(po(ed fubjeds, others • 

Xfik well-afie&ed, and Inclined to join and adventure in fit 
noble, christian, and worthy an action, twe been difoouraged 
from the fame, but alfo the utter overthrow and ruin of the 
fai4 enterprise hath been greatly endangered, which cannot 
pufcarry without (bote diflionour to Ua and our kingdom. 

XV. Now, forafmuch as*it appeareth unto Us, that theft P**arrf*em 
infolcnces, mifdemeanors, and abufes, not to be tolerated in fowofhii 
any civil government, have, for the moft part* grown and 4eputy,with 
proceeded, in regard our faid Council have not any dire& we of the 
power a*io/ authority, by any exprefs words in our fowwJhc^Ld 
letters patents, to correct and chaftrfe fuch offfendefft; we C ompany,t» 
therefore, for the more fpeedy reformation of fo great and ctufe fuch 
enprmous abufes and nufdemeanors, heretofore pradtifod »d^jjj£,* 
committed,, and. for the. preventing of the like hereafter, do, bended, an* 
by thefe prefenta, for us, oar beira, and fucceffbrs, give and proceeded 
graot to the faid treafurer and company, and their fucceffors* £^ , "^ il J w 
for ever, that it {hall and may be lawful for our (aid Council fent bTck to 
for the faid firft colony in Virginia, or any two of diem, Virginia, to 
(whereof the faid treafurer.or his deputy * for the time being, J5£j**J* 
to be always one) by warrant under their handv to fend for- ^ J^n 
or to caufe to be apprehended, all and evory fuch perfon and think pro- 
perfom, who flaaU be noted* or acceded* or found, at any t*** 
time or times hereafter, to offend, or mi Aehavc themfehrey, rn 
any the offences before mentioned and expreffed* and upon the 
examination of any fuch offender or afivndsrv and: juft proof 
made by <oath, taken before the faid' Council, of any fcck 
notorious mdfdemcs^noxs by them committed, asaforefiud^ and 
alfo upon, any infolent, and contemptuous, or- indecent can* 
liage and misbehaviour, to or agairaft. out feid Comoil? ffarwol 
or ufcd by any fuch perion or *perfonrs, f& called^ oonvented) 
and appearing before them, aaaforefiridf that mall fodroafia^ 
ibey* ok f*£ Council, or. any owo ob sh«n r for Jbo tinao 

being, 



Digitized by 



Google 



lot VIRGINIA CHARTEKS. 

being, (hall and may have full power and authority, either 
here to bjnd them over with good Curettes for their geotj be- 
haviotir, and further therein to proceed, to all intents and 
purpofes, as it is ufed, in other like cafes, within our realm of 
England ; or elfe, at their discretions, to remand and fend 
them back, the faid offenders, or any of them,' unto the (aid 
colony in Virginia, there to be proceeded againft and puhifhed, 
as the governor, deputy, or council there, for the time being; 
(hall think meet ; or otherwife, according to fuch laws and 
ordinances, as are and (hall be in ufe there, Tor the well-order- 
ing and good government bf the faid colony. 
Town t» XVI. And for the more effectual advancing of the faid 
ktte- plantation, we do further, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, of 
our fpecial grace and favour, by virtue of our prerogative 
royal, and by the aflent and content of the Lords and others 
of our privy council, give and grant, unto the faid treafurer 
and company, full power and authority, free leave, liberty, 
and licence, to fet forth, creel, and publi(h, one or more 
lottery or lotteries, to have continuance, and to endure and be 
held, for the fpace of one whole year, next after the opening 
of the fame ; and after the end and expiration of the faid term, 
the faid lottery or lotteries to continue and be further kept, 
daring our will and pleafure only, and not otherwife. And 
yet nevertfielefs, we are contented and pleafed, for the good 
and welfare of the faid plantation, that the faid treafurer and 
company (hall, for the dlfpatch and finifhing of the faid lot- 
tery 6r lotteries, have fix months warning after the faid year 
ended, before our will and pleafure (hall, for and on that 
behalf, be conftrued, deemed, and adjuged, to be in any wife 
altered and determined. ... 

XVII. And our further will and pleafure is, that the faid 
lottery and lotteries (hall and may be opened and hdd, within 
our city of London, or any other city or town, or elfewhere, 
within this our realm of England, with fuch prises, articles, 
conditions, and limitations, as to them, the faid treafurer and 
company, in their difcretions, (hall feem convenient. 

XVIII. And that it (hall and may be lawful, to and for 
the faid treafurer and company, to ele£t and chufc receivers, 
auditors, furveyors, commiffioners, or any other officers what- 
soever, at their will and pleafure, for the better marflialling, 
dilpoiing, guiding, and governing of the faid lottery and lot- 
teries ; and that it (hall likewife be lawful, to and for the faid 
treafurer and any two of the faid Council, to minifler to all 
and every luch perfon^ fo elected and chofen for officers, as 
aforefaid, .one, or more oaths, for their good behaviour* juft 
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And true dealing, in and about the faid lottery or lotteries, t<* 
the intent and purpofe, that none of our loving fobjefls, 
putting in their names, or otherwife adventuring , in the faid 

Seneral lottery or lotteries, may be, in any wife, defrauded and 
eceived of their faid monies, or evily and indire£Uy dealt 
withal in their faid adventures. 

XIX. And we further grant, in manner and form aforefaid, 
that it fhatt and may be lawful, to and for the faid treafurer 
and company, under the feal of our faid council for the plan- 
tation, to publifh, or to caufe and procure to be publifhed, by 
proclamation or otherwife (the faid proclamation to be made in , 
their name, by virtue of thefe prefents) the faid lottery or lot- 
teries, in all citijes, towns, boroughs, and other 
places, within our faid realm of England ; and we will and 
command all mayors, ju ft ices of peace, (he riffs, bailiffs, con* 
{tables, and other officers and laving fubje&s, whatsoever, 
that, in no wife, they hinder or delay the progrefs and pro- 
ceedings of the faid lottery or lotteries, but be therein, touch- 
ing the premifes, aiding and affifting, by all honeft, good, and 
lawful means and endeavours. 

XX. And further our will and pleafure is, that in all Doubtful 
queftions and doubts, that fhali arife, upon any difficulty of Jjf^ibVcmi- 
conftru&ion or interpretation of any thing, contained in thefe, ftruedtn ftl 
or any other our formed letters patents, the fame (hall be vour of tftc 
taken and interpreted, in moft ample and beneficial manner &** tccu . 
for the faid treafurer and company, and their fucceffors, and , 
every member thereof. 

XXL And laftly, we do, by thefe prefents, ratify and con- Confimu- 
lirm unto the faid treafurer and company, and their fucceffors, £° r a of ££ 
for ever, all and all manner of privileges, franchifes, liberties, tcrTp*t«i» 
immunities, preheminences, profits, and commodities, what- in all point* 
foever, granted unto them in any our former letters patents, not 1 r !!^* 
and not in thefe prefents revoked, altered, changed, or abridged.* °h* \ x eicsL 
Although exprefs mention of the true yearly value or certainty 
of the premifes, or any of them, or of any other gift or grant, 
by us or any of our progenitors or predeceffors, to the afore- 
faid treafurer and company heretofore made, in thefe prefents 
is not made;, or any ftatute, aft, ordinance, provifion, procla- 
mation, or reftraint, to the contrary thereof heretofore made, 
ordained, or provided, or any other matter, caufe, or thing, 
whatfoever, to the contrary, in any wife, not with ftanding. 
. In witnefs whereof we have caufed thefe our letters to be 
piade patents. Witnefs Ourfelf, at Weftminfter, the twelfth 
day of March, in the ninth year of our reign of England, 
France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the five-and- fortieth. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



( i©4 ) 

PENSYLVANIA CHARTER, 



Granted by King Charles II. in the Fourteenth Year 
of his Reign. * 

Prima Pars Pneniim A* dnto Rggui Regis Car oil S*um& 
Tricefim Tertia* 

r^BARLES the Second, &c* to all to whom thefe preferrts 
^* fcaH come, Greeting. Whereas our trufty and we!l- 
betoved fubjecSr, William Pain, efquire, fon and heir of Sir 
Wrlliam Penn, deceafed, out of commendable defire to en- 
large otir Englifh empire, and promote fuchr ufeful commodi- 
ties as may be of benefit to us, and our dominions ; as*a!fo to 
reduce the favage natives, by gentle and juft manners, to the 
love of civil fociety and chriftian religion, hath humbly be- 
fctight leave of us to tranfport an ample colony unto a certain 
country herein after defcribed, in the parts of America not yet 
cultivated and planted ; and hath likewrfe humbly befought 
our Royal Majefty to give, grant, and confirm all the faid 
country, with certain privileges and jurifdi&ions requifite for 
•he good government and* fafety of the faid country and co-*-' 
lony, to nim and his heirs, for ever : Know ye therefore, 
That We, favouring the petition and good purpofe of the faid 
William Penn, and having regard to the memory ajid merits 
of his late father, in divers fervices, and particularly to his 
condu&, courage and difcretion, under our deareft brother 
James Duke of York, in that /ignal battle and vi&ory fought 
and obtained again ft the Dutch fleet, commanded by the 
HleereVan Obdam, in the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
ftxty-five ; ift confideration thereof, of our fpecial grace, cer- 
£**** *** n knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted r 
and by this our prefent Charter, for us, our heirs, and ftrccef* 
ftrs, do give and grant, unto the faid Sir William Penn, his 
heirs and 2ffigns, all that traft or part of land in America* 
with alt the iflands therein contained, as the fame is bounded 
on the Eaft by Delawar river, frdm twelve miles diftance 
*K>rthward$ of Newcaftle Town, unto the three and fortieth 
degree of northern latitude, if the faid river doth extend tit 
fir northwards ; but if the faid river ftfall not extend 46 f& ^ 
ntKthwa&k, then by the faid river to for as it doth extend 1 * 
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^flitd from the head of the. faid river the eaftern bounds are 
to be determined by a meridian line, to be drawn from the 
head of the (aid river unto the faid three and fortieth degree; 
the faid lands to extend weft ward five degrees in longitude, to 
.be computed from the faid eaftern bounds ; and the faid lands 
to be bounded on the north by the beginning^ of the three and 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the fout.h by a 
circle drawn at x twelve miles diftance from Newcaftle north- 
Wards and weft wards, unto the beginning of the fortieth degree! 
of northern latitude; and then by a ftrait line westwards to 
the limits of longitude above-mentioned. We do alfo give 
and grant unto the faid William Penn, his heirs and afligns^ 
the free and undifturbed life, and continuance in, and pauage 
Into, and out of, all and fingular ports, harbours, bays, 
waters, rivers, ifles, and inlets belonging unto, or leading to 
and from the country or iflands aforefaid, and all the foil, 
lands, fields, woods, underwoods, mountains, hills, fens, ifles, 
lakes, rivers, waters, rivulets, bays, and inlets, fituate- and 
being within or belonging unto the limits arid bounds afore- 
faid ; together with the fifhing of all forts of fifh, whales, fiur- 
geons, and all royal and other fifties in the fea, bays, inlets, 
waters, or rivers, within the premifes, and the fifh therein 
taken ; and alfo all veins, mines, quarries, as well difcovered 
as not difcovered, of gold, filver, gems, and precious ftones, 
and all other whatfoever, be it ftones, metals, or of any other 
thing or matter whatfoever, found or to be found within the 
Country, ifles or limits aforefaid ; and him the faid William 
Penn, his heirs and afligns, we do by this our royal Charter, 
for us, our heirs, and fucceffors, make, create, and conftitute 
the true and abfolute proprietaries of the faid country afore- Saving of 
faid, and of all other the premifes ; faving always to us, our thc all £**- 
heirs and fucceffors, the faith and allegiance pf the faid Wi!-^ t ^** 
liafn Penn, his heirs and afligns, and of all other proprieta- heirs, and 
ries, tenants, and inhabitants, that are, and (hall be within affigns, and 
the territories and precin&s aforefaid; and faving alfo unto^^* °JJ" 
lis, pur heirs and fucceffors, the fovereignty of the aforefaid thecountry. 
country. - To haye, hold, poffefs, and enjoy the faid traft of 
land, country, ifles, inlets, and other the premifes, unto the Habendum, 
faid William Penn, his heirs and afligns, to the only proper 
ufe and behoof of the faid William Penn, his heirs and afligns 
for ever. To be holden of us, our heirs* and fucceffors, Kings Tenendum, 
of England, as of our Caftleof Windfor, in' our county of 
Berks, in free and common foccage, by fealty only, for all 
fervices, and not in capite, or by Knights fervice ; yielding 
and paying therefore to us, our heirs and fucceffors, two 
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beaver-fkrns, to be delivered at our faid cattle of Windfor, on 
Refemtion the firft day of January on every year ; and alfo the fifth part 
^rt o?Ae °^ a " S°^ an( * f^ ver orc » whicn fliallfrom tftne to time hap- 
goldwidfil- P cn to ^ found within the limits aforefaid, clear of all char- 
ter ore. ges. And of our further grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
Ereaion of motion, we have thought fit to ere&, and we do hereby ere& 
intoTpiroT the aforefaid country and ifland into a province and feignoryv 
▼inceby the and do call it Penfylvania, and fo from henceforth we. will 
name of k avc j t ca ]i e d # And forafmuch as we have hereby made and 
«> y v»ai* ordained the aforefaid William Penn, his heirs and affigns, 
the true and abfolute proprietaries of all the lands and domi- 
nions aforefaid : Know ye therefore, that we repofing fpecial 
truft and confidence in the fidelity, wifdom*, juftice, and pro- 
vident circumfpedion of the faid William Penn, for us, our 
Grant toW. heirs and fuccefibrs, do grant free, full, and abfolute power, 
Fennandhw j^ v jrt U e of thefe prefents, to him and his heirs, and to his 
power°of an ^ the 11 * deputies and lieutenants, for the good and happy 
making government of the faid country, to ordain, make, enact, and 
I " w * for under his and their feals to publifh any laws whatfoever, for 
ney, n £nd°" the raifine of money for the public ufe of the faid province, 
other pur- and for any other end appertaining either to the public ftate, 
poles $ peace, or fafety of the faid country, or unto the private utility 
by the ad- of particular perfons, according to their beft discretions, by 
vice, and and with the advice, aflent, and approbation, of the freemen 
ftn^o^the ^ * e ^ counfrv * or ^ c g rca ter part of them, or of their 
freemen or delegates or deputies, whom for the enacting of the faid laws* 
their depu- when and as often as need fhall require, we will, that the faid 
tie J f th W^ am P enn » a *>d his heirs, (hall aflemble in fuch fort and 
poweftoex-^ orrn 5 as to *" m an d them fhall feem beft, and the faid laws 
ccute the duly to execute unto and upon all people within the faid 
Aidlawf. country and limits thereof. And we do likewife give and 
power toL! 8^' ant unt0 the faid William Penn, and his heirs, and to hi* 
point judges and their deputies and lieutenants, full power and authority 
»nd ofllceri to appoint and efiablifh any juftices, magi ft rates, and officers 
the prSbatc whatsoever, for what caufes foever, for the probates of wills* 
of wiHs, and and for the granting of administrations, withirv the precincts 
granting of aforefaid, and with what power foever, and in fuch form as 
tow'*** to the fai< * wn,ianl Pe nn, or his heirs, (halt feem moft con- 
and of the venient; alfo to remit, releafe, pardon, and abolifb* whether 
power to before judgment or after, all crimes and offences whatfoever, 
JUJ^J*^ committed within the faid country, again* the faid laws* 
ing'treafrn treafon and wilful and malicious murder only excepted ; and 
and murder, in thofe cafes to grant reprieves until our pleafure may be 
and in thefe known therein* and to do aM and every other thing or things, * 
pricTei j rCm which unto the complete eftablUhmcm of juftice unto courts 
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»tid tribunals, forms of judicature, and manner of proceedings, * n< J of *H 
*3o belong, although in thefe prefents exprefs mention be not J^^Jl 
made thereof 5 and by judges, by them delegated, to award pJwere.*" 
procefs, hold pleas, and determine, in all the faid courts and 
tribunals, all a&iorrs, fuits, and qaufes whatfoever, as well 
-criminal as civil, perfonal, real, and mixt. Which laws, fo, The laws 
as aforefaid, to be publifhed, our will and pleafure is, and f°{^ ad Vn £ 
ve injoin, require, and command, (hall be moft abfolute and Ending 
available in law ; and that all the liege people and fubje&s of us/upon all the 
our heirs and fucceflbrs, do obferve and keep the fame invio- ^^r"!? 
lably, in thofe parts, fo far as they concern them, under the i^ince* 
pain therein expreffed, or to be exprefled ; provided aeverthe- "* . 

lefs, that the faid laws be confonant to reafon, and be not provided 
repugnant or contrary, but, as near as conveniently may be, ^2^^ ♦ 
agreeable to the laws, ftatutes, and'rights of this our kingdom and net A- 
of England ; and faving and referving to us, our heirs and pugnant to 
fucceflors, the receiving, hearing, and determining of the j*£ J*™ of 
appeal and appeals of all or any perfon or perfons of, in, or 
belonging to the territories aforefaid* or touching any judg- Refcrvation 
ment to be there made or given. And forafmuch as in the °£^ JjwJ 
government of fo great a country, ftijiden accidents do often ' 
happen, whereunto it will be neceflary to apply a remedy, 
before the freeholders of the faid province, or their delegate* 
or deputies, carr be affembled to the making of laws ; neither 
will it be convenient, that inftantly, upon every fuch emer- 
gent occafion, fo great a multitude mould be called together 5 
therefore, for the better government of the faid country, wc 
will and ordain, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and 
fucceflbrs, do grant unto the faid William Penn, and his 
heirs, by themfelvea, or by their magi ft rates and officers, 19 
that behalf duly to be ordained, as aforefaid, to make and 
conftitute fit and wholefome ordinances, from time to time, 
within the faid country, to he kept and obferved, as well for 
the prefervation of the peace, as for the better government of 
the people there inhabiting, and publicly to notify the fame, 
to all perfons whom the fame doth or may any way concern % 
which ordinances, our will and pleafure is, mall be obferved 
inviolably within the faid province, under pains therein to be 
expreffea; fo as the faid ordinances be confonant to reafon, 
and be not repugnant nor contrary, but, fo as may be agree- 
able to the laws of our kingdom of England 5 and fo as the 
faid ordinances be not extended in any fort, to bind, charge, 
or take away the right or intereft of any perfon or perfons, for 
or in their life, members, freehold, goods or chattels. And 
our further will and pleafure is, That toe laws for regulating 
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and governing of property, within the {aid province, as well 
for the defcent and enjoyment of fands, as likewife for the 
enjoyment and fucceifion of goods and chattels, and likewife 
as to felonies, fliall be and continue the fame as they fliall be 
for the time being, by the general courfe of the law in our 
kingdom of England, until the faid laws (hall be altered by 
the faid William Penn, his heirs or affigns, and by the free- 
men of the faid province, their delegates or deputies, or the 
greater part of them. • And to the end the faid William Penn, 
or his heirs, or other the planters, owners, or inhabitants of 
the faid province may not, at any time hereafter, by mifcon- 
ftru&ion of the powers aforefaid, through inadvertency or 
defign, depart from that faith, and due allegiance which, by 
the laws of this our kingdom of England, they and all our 
fubje£b in our dominions and territories always owe unto us, 
our heirs and fucceffors, by colour of any extent or largenefs 
of powers hereby given, or pretended to be given, or by force 
or colour of any Jaws hereafter to be made in the faid pro- 
. vince, by virtue of any fuch powers ; our further will and 
pleafure is, that a tranfeript or duplicate of all laws which 
fhall be fo as aforefaid made and publiflfed within the faid 
province, (hall, within five years after the making thereof, be 
tranfmitted and delivered to the privy council, for the time 
being, of us, our heirs and fucceffors ; And if any of the faid 
laws, within fix months after that they (hall be fo tranfmitted 
and delivered, be declared by us, our heirs and fucceffors, in 
pur or their privy council, inconfiftent with the fovereignty 
or lawful prerogative of us, our heirs or fucceffors, or con- 
trary to the faith or allegiance due by the legal government of 
this realm, from the ,faid William Penn, or his heirs, or of the 
planters and inhabitants of the faid province ; and that 
thereupon any of the faid laws fliall be adjuged and declared 
to be void by us, our heirs and fucceffors, under our or their 
privy feal ; that then and from thenceforth fuch laws,, con- 
cerning which fuch judgment and declaration fliall be made, 
fhall become void ; otherwife the faid laws fo tranfmitted fliall 
remain and ftand in full force, according to the true intent, 
t and meaning thereof. Furthermore, that this new colony 

may the more happily encreafe by the multitude of people . 
refortihg thither, therefore we, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
do give and grant ? by thefe prefents, power, licence, and 
liberty, unto all the liege people and fubjefts, both prejent 
and future, of us, bur heirs and fucceffors, (excepting thofe 
who fjiall be efpecially forbidden) to tranfport themfelves and 
families unto the faid country, with fuch convenient {hip- 
ping, 
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ping, as, by the laws of this our kingdom of England, they 
ought to ufe, and with fitting provifions, paying only the 
cuftoms thereof due, and there to 'fettle themfelves, dwell and 
inhabit^ and plant for the public and their own private advan- 
tage. And furthermore, that our fubje&s may be the rather 
encouraged to undertake this expedition with read y an d ch ear- 
ful minds, knov^ ye, That we, of our fpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, by virtue of 
thefe prefents, as well unto the faid William Penn, and - 
his heirs, as to all others, who (hall, from time to 'time, 
repair unto the faid country, with a purpofe to inhabit there, 
or to trade with the natives of the faid country, full licence to 
lade and freight in any ports whatfoever, of us, our heirs and 
fucceflbrs, according to the laws made, or to be made, within 
our kingdom of England, and into the faid country, by them, 
their fervants, or afligns, to tranfport all and lingular their 
gor^ds, wares, and merchandize, as likewife all forts of grain 
whatfoever, and all other things whatfoever neceflary for food 
or cloathing, not prohibited by the laws and ftatutes of our 
kingdoms and dominions to be carried out of the faid king- 
doms, without any lett or moleftation of us, our heirs and 
fucceflbrs, or of any the heir of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs; 
jfaving'always to us, ou,r heirs, and fucceflbrs, the legal impo- > 

iitions, cuftoms, and other duties and payments for the faid 
wares, and merchandize, by any law or nature due, or to be 
due, to us, our heirs or fucceflbrs. * \And we do further for us, 
dur heirs and fucceflbrs, give ar>d grant unto the faid William 
Penn, his heirs and afligns, free aniiabfolute power to divide 
the faid country and iflands into towns, hundreds, and coun- 
ties, and to erect and incorporate towns into boroughs, and 
boroughs, into cities, and make and conftitute fairs and mar- 
kets therein, with all other convenient privileges and immu- 
nities, according to the merit of the inhabitants, and the fit— 
nefs of the places, and to do all and every other thing and 
things touching the premifes, which to him or them fhall feem 
meet and requifite, albeit they be fuch as of their own nature 
might otherwWe require a more efpecial commandment and 
warrant than in thefe prefents is exprefled. We will alfo, Grant of a 
and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, we ^<>l. l u Cn ^ 1 !i 
give and grant licence by this our charter, unto the faid out, oYdu^ 
William Penn, his heirs and afligns, and to all the inhabitants province, to 
and dwellers, in the province afbrefaid, both prefent and toJ? n P 0, ^ od, 
come, to import and unlade, by themfelves, or their fervants, intolng-** 
factors or afligns, all merchandize or goods whatfoever, as iand,but in- 
fhall arife of the fruits and commodities of the faid province, *° «•**« 
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either by lander fea,- into any the ports of us, our heirs an4 
fucceflbrs, in our kingdom of England, and not into any 
other country whatfoever; and we give him full power to 
difpofe of the faid goods in the faid ports, and if it need be, 
•n4 within within one year next after the unlading of the fame, to lade 
ihey'hziT *^ c k'^ merchandizes and goods again into the fame or other 
been unlst- flaps', and to export the fame into any other countries either 
den » an f our dominions or foreign, according to law : provided 
wSt h to «*- ^ wa y s > t k* t *key P a y ^^ cuftoms and impofitions, fubfidies 
port'tbe and duties, for the fame, to us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, as 
fame into the reft of our fubjeds of our kingdom of England for the 
coon^r timc k c ' n l* ^ a " bc bound <o pay ; and do dbferve the a£b of 
navigation, and other laws in that behalf made. And further- 
CranttoW. morc ^ f our ^q am pJe and fpecial grace, certain know- 
hktbdn l e dgc, and mere motion, we do, for us, our heirs and fuccef- 
and affigns, fors, grant unto the faid William Penn, his heirs and affigns, 
•fa power fuH and abfolute power and authority to make, ereft, and 
conftiinte 1 conftitute, within the faid province, and the ifles and iflets 
feaports and afore faid, fuch and fo many feaports, harbours, creeks, ha- 
keyi for yens, keys, and other places, for discharging and unlading of 
wlioljif 141 8°°d s *°d merchandizes out of the fhips, boats, and other 
goods and veffels, and lading them in fuch and fo many places, and 
incrchan* w jth fuch rights, jurifdi&ions, and liberties, and privileges 
** e,: unto the faid ports belonging, as to him or them mall feem 
inoft expedient ; and that all and Angular the (hips, boats, 
' and other veflels, which {hall 'come for merchandize and 
t*ade unto the faid province, or out of the fame fhall depart, 
fhall be laden, or unladen only at fuch ports as fhall be erected 
and conftituted by the faid William Penn, his heirs or affigns; 
any ufe, cuftom, or other things to the contrary notwithftand- 
ing : provided that the faid William Penn, and his heirs, and 
the lieutenants and governors for the time being, fhall admit 
and receive, in and about all fuch ports, havens, creeks, and 
keys, all officers and their deputies, who fhall from time to 
time be appointed for that purpofe, by the farmers or commif- 
and of a ftpxiers of our cuftoms for the time being. And we do further 
mewVandW *^ an< * ordain, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs 
enjoy fuch and fijeceflbrs, we do grant unto the faid William Penn, his 
cuftom. and he j rs anc j affigns, that he. the faid William Penn, his heirs and 
SH^n* affigns, may from time to time, for ever, have and enjoy the 
impof«d by cuftoms and fubfidies in the ports, harbours, and other creeks 
*h!5r M li a °^ P laees aforefaid, within the province aforefaid, payable or 
*f J^JjJduafor merchandizes and wares there to be laded and unladed; 
vine* the faid cuftoms and fubfidies to be reasonably afleffed (upon 
any oceafio*} by themfelvei and the people there, as aforefaid, 
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to be affembled 5 to whom we give power, by thefe prefents, kefervatioa 
for us, our heirs arid fucceflbrs, upon juft caufe, and in a due tomsaslltiu 
proportion, to aflefs and impofe the fame; Caving unto us, our be impofed 
heirs and fucceflbrs, fuch impofltions and cuftoms, as by a& hy a& of 
of parliament are and (hall be appointed. And it is our fur- ^e^te* 
ther will and pleafure, That the faid William Penn, his fceirs andhwheirt 
and afiigns, foall, from time to time, conftitute and appoint **<* aifcgaa 
an attorney or agent, to refide in or near our city of London, k*^£«P 
who {halt make known the place where he ifaatl dwell, or ^ agent at 
may be- found, unto the clerks of our privy council for the London, to 
time being, or' one of them, and (hall be ready to appear iri ™* wt ^fa* 
any of our courts at Weftminftef, to anfwer for any mifde- m eanon 
meanors that fliall be committed, or by any wilful default or committed 
negle<a permitted by the faid William Penn, liis heirs or af- b 7 thcm- 
figns, againft our laws of trade and navigation ; and after it ' f 

fhall be afcertained in any of our faid courts what damages we, 
or our heirs or fucceflbrs, fhall have fuftained by fuch default 
or neglcS, the faid William Penn, bis heirs ana aifigns, fliall 
pay the fame within one year after fuch taxation and demand 
thereof, from fuch attorney ; or in cafe there fliall be r\o fuch 
attorney, within the fpace of one year \ or fuch attorney fliall 
not make payment of fuch damages within the fpace of one ' 
year, and anfwer fuch other forfeitures and penalties within 
the faid time, as by the a&s of parliament in England are or 
fliall be provided, according to the true intent and meaning 
of thefe prefents ;. then it fliall be lawful for us, our heir* 
and fucceflbrs, to feize and refume the government of the faid 
province or country, and the fame to retain until payment 
(hall be made thereof; but notwithftanding any fuch feizure 
or refumption of the government, nothing concerning the 
propriety or ownerfhip of any lands, tenements y or other 
hereditaments, or goods, or chattels, of any of the adventu- 
rers, planters, or owners, other than the refpeftive offenders 
there, fliall be any way affeSed or molefted thereby. Pro- They fliall 
i vided always, and our will and pleafure is, that neither the haveaocor- 
rfaid William Penn, nor his heirs, nor any other the inhabi- J^SfaiSlpi 
tants of the faid province, (hall at any time hereafter have or ftates that 
maintain any correfpondence with any other King, Prince or **??*£" 
State, or with any of their fubje&s, who fliall then be in war JJJ. * 
againft as, pur heirs or fucceflbrs ; nor fliall the faid William 
Penn, or his heirs, or any other the inhabitants of the faid 
>rovinc«y make war, or do any aft of hoftility againft any 
ther King, Prince, or State, or any of their. fubjeQs, who 
baH then be ijn league or amity with us, our heirs, or fuc- 
eflbts. And becaufe in fo remote a country, and fituate 
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Cfantdfthc near (b many barbarous nations, the incurfions as well of th$ 
^y W force» C " ^ ava g cs thernfelves, as of other enemies, pirates, and rob- 
•nd make bets, may probably be feared, therefore we have given, and 
war, and do f or USt our heirs and fucceffors, do give power by thefe pre- 
bdradngto ^ ents > unto t * le f a *^ William Penn, his heirs and affigns, by 
th« office of thernfelves, or their captains, or other their officers, to levy, 
a captain mufter, and train all forts of men, of what condition, or 
fnumj * wherefoevcr born* in the faid province of Penfylvania, for the 
time being, and to make war, and purfue the enemies and 
robbers aforefaid, as well by fea, as by land, yea, x even with- 
out the limits of the faid province, and (by God's affiftancej 
to vanquift and take them j and being taken, to put them to 
death, by the law of war, or to fave them, at their pleafure ; 
and to do all and every other thing, which' unto the charge 
and office of a captain-general of an army belongeth, or hath 
accuftomed to belong, as fully and freely as any captain- 
Power to general of an army hath ever had the fame. And further- 
grant Undt more, of our fpecial grace, and of our certain knowledge, and 
aJJcJ" t * n " mere motion, we have givenland granted, and by thefe pre - 
hold of fents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do give and grant unto 
themfelvei. the faid William Penn,. his heirs and affigns, full and abfolute 
power, licence, and authority, that he the faid William Penn, 
his heirs and affigns, from time to time hereafter,, for ever, at 
his and their will and pleafure, may affign, alien, grant, de- 
mife, or enfeoff of the premifes, fo many and fuch part or 
parcels to him or them that (hall be willing to purchafe the 
fame, as they (hall think At ; to have and to hold to them the 
faid perfon or perfons willing to take or purchafe, their heirs 
and affigns, in fee Ample, or in fee tail, or for the term of life 
or lives, or years, to be held of the faid William Penn, his 
heirs and affigns, as of the feignory of Windfor, by fuch fer- 
vices, cuftoms, and rents, as (hall feem fit to the faid William. 
Penn, his heirs and affighs, and not immediately of us, our 
. . heirs and fucceffors : And to the fame perfon or perfons^ 

and to all and every of them, we do give and grant, by thefe^ 
prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffor6, licence, authority 
and power that fuch perfon or perfons may take the premifes^ 
or any parcel thereof, of the faid William Penn, his heirs, or 
affigns, and the fame hold to thernfelves, their heirs or affigns, 
in what eftate of inheritance foever, in fee fimple, or in fee 
tail, or otherwife, as to him the faid William Penn, his heirs 
and affigns, (hall feem expedient; the ftatute made in the 
*• parliament of Edward, fon of King Henry, late King of 
^England, our predeceffor, commonly called the ftatute "Quia. 
" emptores tenarum," lately publifhed in our kingdom of 
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England, in any wife notwithftanding. And by theft pre- Power of 
Cents, we give and grant licence unto the faid William Penn, JjJJjJjjJJ 
and his heir>, likewife" to all and every fuch perfon and per- 
fons, to whom the faid William Perm, or his heirs, (hall, at 
any time hereafter, grant any tsftateof inheritance as afore- 
faid, to ere& any parcels of land within the province afore- 
faid, into manors, by and With the licence to be firft had and 
obtained for that purpofe, under the hand and feal of the . . 

faid William Penn, or his heirs, and in every of the faid ma- 
nors to have and to hold a court df Barori, ; with all things 
whatfoever which to .a court Baron db belotig* and to have 
and to hold view of frank pledge (for th^ confervation of 
the peace, and the better government of thofe parts) by them- 
fdves or their ftewards, or by the lofds-; for the time being, 
of other manors to be deputed when they fhall be erected, and 
in the fame to ufe all things belonging^ to view of frank 
pledge: And we do further grant licence and authority, that 
every fuch perfon and perfons who {hall ereft any fuch riia- 
nor or manors as afbrefaid, fhall or may grant all or any part 
of his faid lands to any perfon or perforis in fee (itaple or any 
other eftate of inheritance, to be held of the faid manprs rev 
pe&ively, fo a* no further tenures" (hall be created 5 but that 
upon all further and other alienations thereafter to be made, 
the faid lands fo aliened (hall be held of the fame lord, and 
his heirs, of whom the alienor did then before hold, and by .. • 
the like fervices, which were before due and accuftomed. 
And further our pTeafure is, and by thefe preferits, for us, 1*0 ttxei 
our heirs and fucceffors, we do covenant and gram to and ^^JjJj^ 
with the fard William Penn, and his heirs and affigh's, that ^tuts' * 
we, pur heirs and fucceffors, (hall it no time hereafter fee or tfatbyaaaf 
make, or caufe to let any impofitiori, cuftom, or other taxa- ^? m J ly °* 
tion, rate, or contribution whatfoever, in and upon the dwel- uament?*^ 
lers and inhabitants of the aforefaid province, for their lands, 
tenements, goods, or chattels within the faid province, or in 
and upon any goods and merchandize within the faid pr6- 
vince, or to. be laden or untatf eft within the ports or harbours 1 
of. the faid province, unlefs thg fame be with the content of * 
the proprietary, or chief. governor, and aflembly, or by aft of 
parliament in finglahd. k And our pleafure is, and for us, our 
heirs, and fucceffors, we charge and command, that this our 
declaration (hall from henceforward,- from time to time be re- 
ceived and allowed in all our courts, and before all the judges 
of us, our heirs and fucceffors, for a fufficient difcharge, pay* 
jnent and acqu/ttance, commanding all and lingular the offi- 
cers zni piimflters of us, our heirs and fucceffors, and enjoin- 
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ing them, upon pain of our high difplcafure, that they do pot 
prefume, at any time, to attempt any thing to the contrary of 
the premifes, or that they do in any fort withftand the fame ; 
but that they be at all times aiding and affifting, as fitting, 
unto the faid William Pcnn, and bis heirs, and to the inha- 
bitants and merchants of the faid province aforefaid, their 
JTervants,, minifters, factors, and -afligns, in the full ufe and 
Iftwentyor f ru jtjqn qf the benefit of this our Charter, / And our further 
Sn^defiri pleaf}ire l h * n ^ ^ c do hereby, for us, our heirs and fuccef- 
it, preachers fori, charge and require, that if any of the inhabitants of the 
"CU** by faid province (to the number <*f twenty.) {hall, at any time 
of London hereafter, be dejirous * and {ball by any writing, or by any 
maybe featperfon deputed by thepi, fignify fucb their defire to the Bi- 
to them; (hop of London, fpr the time being, that any preacher or 
preachers, to be approved of by the laid Bifiiop, may be fent 
unto them for their inftru&ion, that then fuch preacher or 
preachers (hall and may be and rcfide within the faid pro- 
vince, without any denial or moldtation v^hatfoever. And 
if perchance hereafter it (hall happen, any doubts or queftions 
{hould arife concerning the true f<?nfe and meaning of any 
word, claufe, or fentence contained in this our prefent Char- 
ter, we will, ordain, and command, that at all times, and in 
all things, fuch interpretations be made thereof and allowed, 
in any of our courts whatfoever, as {hall be adjuged moft ad- 
vantageous and .favourable unto the faid William Penn, his, 
heirs and afEgns,; provided always, that no interpretation be 
, admitted thereof, by which the allegiance due unto us, our 
heirs and fucccflors, may fuffer any prejudice or diminution ; 
although exprefs mention be not made in thefe prefents of the 
true, yearly value ap4 certainty of the premifes, or of any part 
thereof, or of o.ther gifts and grants made by us, our proge- 
nitors or predece/Tors, ijpto the faid William ; or any ftatute, 
aft, ordinance, proviftorj, proclamation, or reftraint heretofore 
had, made, pubiifced,. ordained, or provided, or any other 
thing, caufe, or matter whatfoever, to the contrary thereof, 
Feb, %% f in any wife notwithftahding. In witnefs, &c. WitnefsOur,- 
16S1-*. fclf,at Wtftaiin#cr, the. eight $rjd twentieth day of February. 

Py Wrk of Privy Seal. 
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Granted by King Charles the Firft, to CafeciliusJ Lord, 
Baron of Baltimore. 

\fTranflaUi frbm the Latin original. ] 

CHARLES, by the grace of God, King of England* 
Scotland^ France, and Ireland, defender of the faithj 
&c. To all to whom thefe prefents {hall come, greeting : 
Whereas our right trufty and well- beloved fubjeft Caecilius 
Calvert, baron of Baltimore, in our kingdom of Ireland, fon 
and heir of Sir George Calvert, knight, late baron of BaltU. 
more, in the fame kingdom of Ireland, purfuing his father's 
intentions, being excitejj with a laudable, and pious zeal for 
the propagation of the Chriftian faith, and the enlargement 
of our empire and. dominion, hath humbly befought leave of 
us, by his induftry and charge, to tranfporr, an ample colony 
of the Englifli nation unto a certain country hereafterrde- 
fcribed, in the parts of America not yet cultivated and plant* 
cd, though in fome parts thereof inhabited by certain barba? 
rous people, having no knowledge of Almighty God $ and 
hath humbly befought our royal Majefty to give, grant, and 
confirm the faid country, with certain privileges and jurif* 
di£Hons, requifite for the faid government and ftate of hit 
colony and country aforefaid, to hirji and his heirs for ever. 

Know ye therefore, 7 hat we, favouring the pious and no- q^l 
He purpofe of the faid barons of Baltimore, of our fpecial 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, » 

granted, and confirmed, and by this our prefent charter, for 
us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do give, grant, and confirm^ 
unto the faid Caecilius, now Baron of Baltimore,, his heirs 
and afiigns, all that part of a peninfula, lying in the parts Unds 
of America, between the ocean on the eaft, and the bay of g»nt^* 
Chefapeak on the weft, and divided from the other 'part 
thereof by a right line drawn from the promontory, or' cape 
of land, called Watkin's Point (fituate in the aforefaid bay* 
near the river of Wighco) on the weft, unto the main oceart 
on tiie eaft \ and between that bound on the fouth unto that 
part of Delaware bay oh the north, which lieth Under the 
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fortieth degree of northerly latitude from the, equinoctial, 
where New England ends ; and all that tract of land between 
the bounds aforefaid ; that is to fay, pafling from the afore - 
faid unto the aforefaid bay called Delaware bay, in a right 
1 line by the degree aforefaid, unto the true meridian of the 

iirft fountain of the river Potowmack, and from thence tend- 
ing to\vard the fouth unto the further bank: of the aforefaid 
river, and following the weft and fouth fide thereof unto a 
certain place called Cinquack, fituate near the mouth of the 
faid river, where it falls into the bay of .Chefapeak, and from 
* thence by a ftreight line unto the aforefaid promontory and 

pjace called Watiin's Point (fo that ajl that tract of land di- 
vided by the line aforefaid, drawn between the main ocean 
and Watkin's Point, unto the promontory called Cape Charles, 
and all its appurtenances, do remain entirely, excepted to us, 
our heirs and fucceflbrs, for ever. } 

We do alfo grant and confirm unto the faid lord Baltimore, 
his heirs and affigns, all iflands and iflets within the limits 
aforefaid, and all and lingular the iflands and iflets which, are 
or fhal) be in the ocean, within ten leagues from fl>Q eaftern 
{hove of the faid country towards the eaft, with ail and An- 
gular ports, harbours, bays, rivers, and inlets, belonging 
unto the country and iflands aforefaid ; and all the foil, lands* 
fields, woods, mountains, fens, lakes, rivers, bays, and in- 
lets, fituate or being within, the bounds and limi.ts afpjefaid ; 
Yfith th.e fifhing of all forts of fifh, whales, fturgeons, and all 
other royal fifties in the fea,.bays, inlets, or rivers, within 
the premifes, and the fifh therein taken. And moreover, alt 
veins, mines, and quarries, 'as well difcovered as not di {"co- 
vered, of gold, filver, gems, and precious ftones, and all 
other whatsoever," be it of ftones, metals, or of any other 
« jfhifig or matter whatsoever, found, or to be found, within 
pafr ® na fi e the country, ifles and limits aforefaid. And furthermore, the 
ches with P atrona g es an <J advowfons of all churches, which (as Chriftian 
licence to religion fliall increafe within the country, ifles, iflets, and 
build them, limns aforefaid) fliall happen hereafter to be creeled; toge- 
ther with licence and power to build and found churches, 
chapels, and oratories, inconvenient and fit places within 
Royal the premifes, and to caufe them to be dedicated and confe- 
righu and • crated according to the ecclefiaftical laws pf our kingdom of 
P f V h Cg r* ^ n g' an ^ • to g et ^ cr w ^ a ^ an( * Angular the like, and as am- 
nature and P le rights, jurifiliaions* privileges, prerogatives, royalties, 
extent at liberties, immunities, royal rights and franchises, of what 
thoftenjoy. icihd foever, temporal, as well by fea as by landj within the 
HAop if e country, ifles, iflets, and limits aforefaid j to have, exercife, 
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U re and ejajoy the fame, as amply as any biihop of Durham, 
within the bifhoprick or county palatine of Durham, in 
our kingdom of England, hath at any time, heretofore had, 
held, ufed, or enjoyed, or of right ought or might have had, 
held, ufed, or enjoyed. 

And him the faid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and afligns, Saving ©f 
we dp by thefe prefents for us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, make, the .^legi- 
create, and conftitute the true and abfolute lords andproprie- lahlbiunn 
taries of the faid country aforefaid, and of all other the pre- and fove- 
mifes, (exceot before excepted) faving always the faith and «»gn <*<>«"- 
allegiance, and fovereign dominion due unto us, our heirs and "^"^ thc 
fuccefibrs, To have, hold, poflefs, and enjoy the faid country ° un * 
iiles, inlet?, and other the premifes, unto the /aid now Lord *** 
Baltimore, his heirs and afligns, to the fole and proper ufe 
and behoof of him the faid pow lord Baltimore, his heirs arid 
afligns, fpr ever. 

/To be holdea of us* our. heirs and fucceflbrs, Kings of Tenendum. 
England, as of our caftle of Wind for, in bur county of 
Berks, in free and common foccage, by fealty only, for all 
fervices, and not in capite > or by knights fervice ; yielding 
and paying therefore to us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, two In- » 
djan arrows of thofe parts, to be delivered at our (aid caftle 
of Windfor, eyery .yeat the Tuefday in Eafter week, and 
alfo the fifth part of all gold and filver ore, within the limits 
aforefaid, which fliall, from time to time, happen to be found. 

* Now, that the. faid country, thus by us granted and de- Ere&ion 
fqribed, gaay be eminent above all other parts of the faid ter- of thc ( ai< * 
rkory, and dignified with large titles, Know ye, that we, of ^ u ° try '^ 
our further grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have vincc, by 
thought fit to ere& the fame country and iflands into a pro- * h * «»«« of 
vince j as out of the fullnefs of our royal power and preroga- Mar y land * 
tive, we do for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, ereft and incor- 
porate them into a province, and do call it Maryland, and fa 
from henceforth we will have it called. 

And fotafmuch as we have hereby made and ordained Grant of 
the aforefaid now Lord Baltimore, the true lord and pro- ^ c P *** 
ptietary of all tlje province aforefaid : Know ye, therefore,, {^JJr the 
that we repofing fpecial trjift and confidence in the fideli- faid pro- 
ty, wifdom, juffice, and provident circunifpedtion of the ** nce > M 
faid noyv Lord Baltimore, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs* [^ ^^ 
dq grant free, full, and abfolute power, by virtue of thefe tbeconfeat 
prefents, to him and his heirs, for the good and happy go- <* * he fre ** 
verament of the faid country, to ordain, make, eria&,'arid JJf'V^j^ 
under his and their feals to publifh, any laws whatfoever ap-^utie*. 
pertaining either unto the public ftatc of the faid province, ' 
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or unto the private utility of particular perfons, according td 
their bcft discretions, by and with the advice, auent, and ap- 
probation of the freemen of the faid province, or the greater 
part of them, or of their delegates or deputies, whom for the 
. enafting of the faid laws, when and as often as need (halt 
And of the reqqire, we will, that the faid now Lord Baltimore, and his 
J^ rt the" beirs, fhall aflemble in fuch fort and form as to hipi and them? 
faid laws, (hall feem beft, and the faid laws duly to execute upon alt 
and of aU people within the faid province and limits thereof, for the 
claTpowen % * mc ^ ein S> or tnat ^ a " ^ conftituted under the goyerit- 
whatToever. nient and power of him or them, either failing towards Ma- 
ryland, or returning from thence towards England, or any 
other of ours or foreign dominions, by impofition of penal- 
ties imprifonment, or any other punifhment : yea, if it (hall 
be needful, and that the quality of the offence require it, by 
taking away members or life, either by him the faid now Lord 
Baltimore, and his heirs, or by his or their deputies, lieute- 
nants, judges, juftices, magiftrates, officers, and minifters, 
to be ordained or appointed, according to the tenor and true 
intention of thefe prefents ; and likewife to appoint and efta— 
blifh any judges, juftices, magiftrates,, and officers, whatfo- 
ever, at iea and land, for what caufe foever, and with what 
power foever, and in fuch form as to the faid now Lord Bal- 
timore, or his heirs, (hall feem moft convenient; alfo to re- 
mit releafe, pardon,, and abolifh, whether before judgment 
or after, all crimes and offences whatfoever, againft the faid 
' ' laws, and to do all and every other thing or things, which 

unto the complete eftablifhment of juftice unto courts, praeto- 
jries, and tribunals, forms of judicature, and manners of pro- 
ccedings, do belong, altho' in thefe prefents exprefs mention 
be not made thereof ; and by j udges by them delegated to award 
procefs, hold pleas, and determine, in all the faid courts and 
tribunals, all actions, fuits, and caufes whatfoever, as well 
criminal as civil, perfonal, real, mixt, iand praetoreal, which 
laws, fo, as aforefaid, to be publifhed, our pleafure is, and 
fo we enjoin, require, and command, fliall be moft abfolute 
and available in law ; and that all the liege people and fub- 
je&s of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do obferye and keep the 
Pipvifio ^ amc inviolably, in thofe parts, fo far as they concern them* 
that the under the pains therein expreffed, or to be exprefled j pro* 
taid laws y^ed neverthelefs, That the faid laws be confonant to reafon, 
fonwt'to** 11 ^ ^ e not re P u g nant or contrary, but, as near. as convent 
jeafon, and ently may be, agreeable to the laws, ftatutes, and rights of 
not repug- this our kingdom of England^ 

Jaws of . " 

England* . \ 
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And forafmuch as in the government of fo great a province, Vowet ia * 
fudden accidents do often happen, whereunto it will be ne~ ^8° to 
ceffary to apply a remedy, before the freeholders of the faid make ordi- 
province, or their delegates or deputies, can be affembled to nances, not 
the making of laws; neither will it be convenient, that >n- " tei j$"* 
jtantly upon every fuch emergent occafion, fo great a multi- ji m b, free- 
tude (hould be called together ; therefore, for the better go- n°id, °* 
vernment of the faid province, we will and ordain, and by*J^; t s cl * n 
thefe prefents, for qs, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do grant unto without' an 
the faid now Lord Baltimore, 'and his heirs, by themfelves, afiembly of 
or by their magiftrates and officers, in that behalf duly to he^ n frec " 
ordained, as aforefaid, to make and conftitute fit and whole- 
fome ordinances, from time to time, within the faid pro- 
vince, to be kept and obfervfcd, as well for the prefervation 
of the peace, as for the better government of the people there 
inhabiting, and publicly to notify the fame to alt perfons 
whom the fame doth -or may any way concern ; which ordi- 
nances, our\pleafure is, (hall be obferved inviolably, within 
the faid province, under the pains therein to be exprefled ; fo 
as the faid ordinances be Confonant to reafon, and be nqt re- 
pugnant nor contrary, but fo far as conveniently may be, 
agreeable to the laws and ftatutes of the kingdom of England ; 
and fo as the faid ordinances be not extended in any fort, to - 
}>ind, charge, or take away the right orintereft of any perfon 
or perfons, or of their life, members, freehold, goods or 
chattels. 

. Furthermore, that this new colony may the more happily Licence t » 
encreafe by the multitude of people reforting thither, and ma y f^ai"^ 
likewife be the more ftrongly defended from "the incurfions England 
of favages, or other enemies, pirates and robbers: therefore *»<* Ireland 
we, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do give and grant, by fe rt fe them- 
the/e prefents, power, licence, and liberty, unto all therein* and" 
liege people and fubje&s, both prefent and future, for us, our femUiet in 
hers and fucceflbrs, (excepting thofe who fhall be fpecially ^.^. 
forbidden) to tranfport themfelves and families unto the faid w<mncc * 
province, with convenient fhipping, and fitting provifions, 
and there to fettle themfelves, dwell and inhabit, and to build 
and fortify caftles, forts, and other places of ftrength for the 
public, and their own private defence, at the appointment of 
the faid now Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, the ftatute of 
fugitives, or any other whatfoever, the contrary of the pre- 
jnifes, in any wife notwithftanding. 

And we will alfo, and of our more fpecial grace, for us, General de- 
pur heirs and fucceflbrs, we do flri£Uy enjoin, conftitute, nidation ot 
ordato, and command ? That the faid province ftall be of our jj^?* ^' 
1 ' .'*" . allegiance faid pro-* 
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▼jnct, both allegiance, and that all and lingular the fubje&S arid He*ge 
(Tromf.* 1 ^ Prcpfe °f u % our heirs and fucceflbrs, tranfported or to be 
tranfported into the faid province, and the children of them, 
and of fuch as (hall defcend from them, there already born, 
or hereafter to be born, be, and (hall be denizens and lieges 
of' us^ our heirs and fucceflbrs, of our kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland, and be in all things held, treited, reput- 
ed and efteemed, as the liege faithful people of us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs, born within our kingdom of England ; 
and likewife, any lands, tenements, revenues, fervices and 
other hereditaments whatfoever, within our kingdom of Eng- 
land, and other our dominions, 'may inherit, or otherwife 
purchafe, receive, take, have, hold, buy ^and poflefs, and 
them may occupy and enjoy, give, fell, alien and bequeath, 
as likewife all liberties, franchifes and privileges, of this our 
kingdom of England, freely, quietly and peaceably, have and 
poflefs, occupy and enjoy, as our liege people, born, or to 
be bom, within our faid kingdom of hngland, without the 
let, mojeftation, vexation, trouble or grievance of us, our 
heirs and fucceflbrs ; any ftatute, aft, ordinance or provifion 
% ' to the contrary thereof notwithftanding. 
Grant to And furthermore, that our fubje&s may be the rathdr en- 
the faid fet-' coura g e( j t0 un dertake this expedition with ready and chear- 
feerty *o U "f u ' minds, know ye, That we, of our fpecial grace-, certain 
trade to the knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, by virtue 
faid pro- f tne fe prefents, as well unto the faid now Lord Baltimore, 
v»nce. an( j ^j s ne j rs ^ as to a |j o^ijefs wno {hall, from time to time, 
repair unto the faid country with a purpofe to inhabit there, 
or to trade with the natives of the faid province, full licence 
to lade and freight in any -ports whatfoever, of us, our heirs 
and fucceflbrs, and into the faid province of Maryland, by 
them, their fervants or affigns, to tranfport all and Angular 
their goods, wares, and merchandizes, as likewife all forts 
of grain whatfoever, and all other things whatfoever neceflary 
for food or cloathing, not prohibited by the laws and ftatutes 
of our kingdoms and dominions to be carried out of the faid 
kingdoms, any ftatute, a&, ordinance, or other thing whatfo- 
ever to the contrary notwithftanding, without any lett or mo- 
leftation of us, pur heirs and fucceflbrs, or of any the heirs 
of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs ; faving always to us, out heirs 
and fucceflbrs, the /legal impofitions, cunoms, and other 
duties and payments for the faid wares and merchandize, 
any ftatute, aft, ordinance, or other thing whatfoever to 
the cohtrary notwithftanding* 

... 4«4 
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•And betaufein fo temdte a coliritfy, and fifu^te flear fo^** 1 * **■ * 
many 'barbarous nations, the iricurfions as well of the fava- w W Jokm a* 
ges 4 themfelves, as of other enemtds, pirates, and robbers, make wu> 
may 'probably tefoufed, therefore we have fgtven, and for us, a » d dbevery 
our Heirs and fucleflbr*, do give power, oy thefe pnHents,j^][ **£ 
'unto -the (aid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affighs, ific oWcttf 
by 'thcnifelves or their captains, or other their officers, to* ^^J3" 
levjymufte*, and train all forts of men, of what condition*!^. ** 
or ivfaerefoever born, in the faid province of Maryland, for * 
the time being, and to make torar, and purfue the eriemies 
'and Tobbers-afbnefaid, as well by fea as by land, yea, fcven 
wtthotn; the limits 6f thefaid province, ana (by God's affift- 
ance) to vanquifli and take them, and being taken, to put 
*themto death, by the law of war, or to fave them, at flieir 
pleafure-; and to do all and every 'other thing which ;unto 
the charge and office of a captain-general of an army be- 
longeth, or "hath accuftohied t6 belong, as fully and freely as 
any captain-general of an army hath ever had the fame. 

Alfo, our will and pleafure i$, and by this our charter, "4,, of , a 
we 9o>give unto the faid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and F"W *°<i 
affigns, full power, liberty and authority, in cafe of rebel- b«iubns,a'n4 
lions, tumult or (edition, if any fhould happen (which God^rqfe , 
forbid) either upon the land, within the province aforefajd, ^P^Ug 
or upon the main fea, in making a voyage thither, or return- ilSd^fofc*. 
ing from thence by tbemfelves, or their captains, deputies, ©rtert. 
other officers, to be authorized under their feals for that purpofe, 
(to frhooi we alfo for us, our heirs and fuccefibrs, do give 
and grant by thefe prefents, full power and authority) to efc- 
ercife martial law againft mutinous and feditious perfons of 
thofe parts, fuch as (hall refufe to fubmit themfelves to 
iris «r therr government, or fhall refofe to ferve in the 
wars, or fhall ly to the enemy, or forfake their enfigns, or be 
K>iterers or ftragglfers, or other ways however offending agairift 
the law, cufioai, and difcipfine military, as freely and in as 
ample mantter and form as any captain-general of ah army, 
by virtue of his office, might, or hath attuftomed to life 
the fame. 

Furthermore, that the way to honours and dignities Inky hunt oft 
not feem to be altogether precluded and (hut up to tienp$Y« ** 
wel!-bdrn* mi fuch as (hall prepare themfelves Wit6 tfiis ***** hQ * 
prefent plantation, and fcall defire to deferve wMl of Us^TnhlK! 
and our kingdoms, both in peace and war, in fo ftr dtfttnt tantt of the 
and remote a country : Ttttftfoft we* for us, our tens arid ^ d P ro \ 
fueceHbfl, do give fm and abtbltitc petite tiiito lite fifid^J^ 

QL now** 
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bong other, no w Lord Baltimore, bis heirs and affigns, to confet Av6urs f 
■fedlB^c- rewards and honours, upon fuch inhabitants, within the prat- 
land j vince aforefaid, as (hall deferve the fame, and to inveft them 
with what titles and dignities foever as he (hall think (it (fo 
as they be not fuch as are now ufed in England,) as 
and to ere& 1 rite wife to ere& and incorporate towns into boroughs, and 
" paratTbcK boroughs into cities, with convenient privileges and immuni- 
roughs and ties, according to the merit of the inhabitants, and fitnefs of 
cities, with the places ; and to do all and every other thing or things, 
Suraes* an* touc ^* n g * c premifcs, which to him or them (hall feem meet 
immunities, and requiute • albeit they be fuch as of their own nature 
might otherwife require a more fpecial commandment and 
warrant than in thefe pre fen ts is expreued* 
Liberty to . We will alfo, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and 
export the f uccc ffors, do give and grant licence, by this our charter^ 
thefahfpro- unto tnc ^ a ^ now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, 
-vince into and to all the inhabitants and dwellers in the faid province 
? n ? la j! d °' aforefaid, both prffent and to come, to import, unlade, by 
thereto aft- themfelves or their fervants, factors or affigns, all merchan- 
pofe of dizes and goods whatfoever, that (hall arife of the fruits 
them j ^nd commodities of the faid province, either by land or fea, 
or if rhey fo * nto an X °f tne ports of us, our heirs and fucceilors, in our 
think fit, kingdoms of England or Ireland, or otherwife to difpofe of 
within one jj^ (^jj g 00 d s> i n the faid ports, and if need be, within one 
tneyNhail y ear next a ^ Cer tnc unlading of the fame, to lade the faid 
have unla- merchandizes and goods again, into the fame or other (hips, 
den them in am i to export the fame into any other countries, either of 
liflTor Irifli our dominion or foreign, (being in amity with us, our heirs 
port, to ex- and fucceflbrs.), Provided always, trt^t they pay fuch cuf- 
port their, toros, impofitions,' fubfidies add duties for the fame, to us, 
otheVcoun- our ne * r s and fucceflbrs, as the reft of our fubje£ts of our 
try in amity kingdom of England, for the time being, (hall be bound to 
with the p a y . beyond which, we will not that the inhabitants of the 
England, tforefaid province .of Maryland (hall be any way charged. 
Grant of a ^ n< * f urtnermore > of our more ample and fpecial grace, 
power to * certain knowledge, and mere motion, we do, for us, our 
ereit and heirs and fucceflbrs, grant unto the faid now Lord .Baltimore, 
conftitute j^s j^gj^ g n( j a fljg nS) full and abfolute power and authority 
ortier' placet to m ?^P> ere&, and conftitute, within the faid province of 
for lading Maryland, and the ifles and iflets aforefaid, fuch and fo many 
•n* 1 un h*~ fea-ports, harbours, creeks, and other places, fQr difcharging 
andmer* an< * unlading of goods and merchandizes out of . the (hips, 
fhandkes. boats and other veffels, and lading them in fuch and fo many 
places, and with fuch rights, jurifdi^tiQfis^ and liberie?, 
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and privileges unto the faid ports belonging, as to him of 
them lhall feem moft expedient j and that all and fingular 
the (hips, boats and other veflels, which fhall come for mer- 
chandize and trade into the faid province, or out of the fame 
fhall depart, fhall be laden or unladen only at fuch ports as 
fhall be fo ere&ed and conftituted by the faid now Lord Bal- 
timore, his heirs 6r affigns ; any ufe, cuftom, or other things 
to the contrary notwithftanding : faring always unto us, our Saving to 
heirs and fuccefibrs, and to all the fubjeds (of oar king- the King 1 * 
doms of England and Ireland) of us, our heirs and fuccef- faF^*-* c " 
fors, free liberty of fifhing for fea fifh, as well in the fea, inglantiand 
bays, inlets, and navigable rivers, as in the harbours, bays, Ireland, the 
and creeks of the province afore faid, and the privileges of gjjj^^ 
faking tod drying their fifh on the fhore of the faid province, <j ry kg their 
and fpr the fame caufe, to cut and take. under- wood or twigs *»&, within 
there growing, and to build cottages and fheds neceffary in^ e faid **°* 
this behalf, as they heretofore have, or might reafonably have 
ufed ; which liberties and privileges, neverthelefs, the ftibje&s 
aforefaid of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, fhall enjoy without 
any notable damage, or injury to be done to the faid now 
Lord Baltimore, his heirs or affigns, or to the dwellers and 
inhabitants of the faid province, in the ports, creeks, -and 
fhores aforefaid, and efpecially in the woods and copfes grow- 
ing within the faid province. And if any fhall do any fuch 
damage or injury, he fhall incur the heavy difpleafure of us, 
our heirs and fucceflbrs, the punifhment of the laws, and 
fhall moreover make fatisfa&ion. 

We do furthermore will, appoint and ordain, and by thefe Cnu* of 4 
prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, we do grarrt unto j^"^** 
the faid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, that he the enjoy fuch 
faid Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, may from tigie tocuftomsand 
time, for ever, have and enjoy the cuftoms afld fubfidies in ^^jfj^ 
the ports, harbours, and other creeks and places aforefaid, anpofcd by 
within the province aforefaid, payable or due for merchari- Acm and 
dizes and wares there to be laded and unladed ; ,tbe,(a$ ct*f- thcaflcmbly 
toms and, fubfidies to be reafonably affefled (upon any occa-vi nc J F °" 
fion) by themfelves and the people there, as aforefaid* to w}iom 
we give power, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fuccef- 
fors, upon juft caufe, and in a due proportion, to aflefs and 
impofe the fame. 

And further* of our fpecial grace,- and of our certain know-. Grant of * 
le^ge, and mere motion, we have given and granted^ and >j ^fjj^, 
thefe prefents* for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do give apd-m inherit- , 
grant, unto the faid now Lord Baltimore, his hei*s and af- J^ to Jj. u i 

Q2 ' 'figiis, hol * cn *; 
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****?*£* figiis, fiill and abfolutc power, licence, and authority r that he 
faein, not. tfefaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs aruTai&giis, fsooutme 
withfena- to time hereafter, for ever, at. his and their .wiliand pjeafnre* 
ios the ft*, may affign, alien, grant, demife, or ertfeofie of the premifes, fo 
auwJaf^- man 7 an< * f^ P aft or parcels to him^or them. .that fhall be 
mm. willing to purchafe the fame, as they fhail think fit; to have 
and toehold to tbem the faid perfonor perfons willing to takeor 
purchafe. the fame, their heirs and affigns, in fee fimple, or in 
fee. tail, or for the termu>f Jife or lives, or years, to beJvsldof 
the faid now Lord Baltimore, hfs .heirs* and aJSgns, by,f«dv 
fervices, coftoms, and f rents, as fliajl feem fie to- the. faid nowi 
Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, and- not immediately of 
us, our heirs or fucceflbrs : And. to the f^meperfon or*pep* 
fons, and Co all and every. of them, we do.give.apd grant, by 
thcfe.prefents, for us, our heirs aiuLfupcefibrs,. licence^ au- 
thority and power, that fuch perfon or peribns may talp? the 
premifes, or any parcel thereof, of the faid now -Lord Balti- 
more, his heirs or affigns, and the fame, hold~tOtthemJelvesy 
their heirs or afiigns, (in what eftate- of inheritance foevep, 
in fee fimple, or in fee tail, or otherwife, as to them, and the. 
now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, fhall feem- expe- 
dient 5) the ftauite made in the parliament of- Edward, fon of. 
King Henry, late King of England, our iprcdeceffbr, com- 
monly called theltatutc " Quia em p tores terranmV lately 
publifhcd in our kingdom of England,* or any other. ftauite r 
ad, ordinance, ufe, law or cuftom, or any other thing, eaufe 
or matter thereupon heretofore had, done, puhliflKK^ ordain- 
ed or provided to the contrary, in, any wife notwithftandifigt 
^ <nr Vn^^-, And fcy theie prefents we give and grant 'licence .unto- tnfc 
re *Mw<fr?f(aid now Lord Baltimore and his heirs, to-cre&aay. par cels> of 
land ' within the province aforefaid into manors r in everyone 
faid manors to have and to hold, a court of Bason* with < all 
things Dvhatfoeve* which to a court Baron do-belong* and t to- 
have 'artd [to hold view of frank f ledge'(fo^ho«ontava*i©n-. 
of the peace, and the better government of 4hofc parts) by- 
themfeivts or their ftewards, or by the Idrds,- for the ^icfie- 
being, of other manors to be .deputed, when they fln)ll be 
ere&ed, and in the fame to ufe all things beldngiifg tavigflf 
of" frankpledge. * <* 

Ka tsx€i And further our pleafure is, and by thefe psaAnts^ fot.Uf, 
iharfj* |nk our heirs and 'fucceftyrs, we- dd covenant and grant <o-«nd 
^fp^^^wUh-the f«d now Lord Baltimore, and -his heirs tfniaffigqp, 
En%juj/-<lH* vve, : opr; heirs and fuiceflbrs, v {haH at»no time hereafter* 
**$$i}kfa(ct or mfcke>or caufi* €0 fet-any impofition^ cufttmy op other 
„ " taxation 
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taxation, rate, or contribution -whatfocjiwi in.and^upbastheWt a ni«of 
dwellers* and ^inhabitants of the afc**faidf province* fwthwr^j^**" . 
lands, tenements, goods, otJ.chattels within tthe*faid province^ 
of in ob upon any goods or merchandize; wichin tfefe faid"pro». 
vince, or *to be laden or unladen within* thj* ports oc h£rfat>t»s>~ 
of the* (aid province* And • our ipleafnre* is* and (for us, ovf- 
heirs and' 'fuecefibrs, we<charge*an4 'command; that thfis"OVT' 
declaration^ (balK henceforward^ frot»* time-to time j bctre*. 
ceJvedrand alknwed in- all lour courts, an* before all thejudgea i 
oE< ua^ our tei*s^Md^a<weflbraie«'a jfttffitie;nt and Jawftd-diF^ 
charge, payment and acquittance ; comma^Kj-ing all .and r na»i 
gular our officers and minifters of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs', 
and enjoining thereupon pain of our high difpleafure, that 
they do not prefume, at any time, to attempt any thing to the 
contrary of the premifes, or that they do in any fort with- 
stand the fame; but that they be at all times aiding and affift- 
ing, as fitting, unto the faid now Lord Baltimore, and his 
heirs, and to the inhabitants and merchants of Maryland 
afore faid, their fervahts, minifters, faftors, and affigns, in the 
full ufe and fruition of the benefit of this our charter. 

And further our pleafure is, and by thefe prefents, for us, T his P""* 
our heirs and fucceflbrs, we do grant unto the faid now Lord noTbeapait 
Baltimore, his heirs and affigns, and to the tenants and inha- of any other 
bitants of the faid province of Maryland, both prefent and to S ol ?. n . y » b „ ut 
come, and to every or them, that the laid province, tenants, parate pr<> , 
and inhabitants of the faid colony or country, fhall not from vince, fub- 
henceforth be held or reputed as a member, or as part ofi catot ^ e 
the land of Virginia, or of any other colony whatfoever, now ]^gUnd, 
tranfported or hereafter to be tranfported; nor fhall be de- and depends 
pending on, or ftibjeft to their government in any thing, in 8 on iu 
from whom we do feparate that anWhem. And our pleafure 
is, by thefe prefents, that they be feparted, and that they be 
fubjed immediately to our crown of England, as depending, 
thereof for ever. 

And if perchance hereafter it ftould happen any doubts or Thi iJ, ha i" 
queftions (hould arife concerning the true fenfe and under- Jays be con" 
(landing of any word, claufe, or fentence contained in this our ftrued in fa- 
prefent charter, we will, ordain a,nefcommand, that at all times, vour of xhM 
and in all things,fuch interpretations be made thereof and al- * rantcc8 ' 
lowed, in any of our courts whatfoever, as (hall be adjuged 
inoft advantageous and favourable unto the faid now Lord 
Baltimore, Jus heirs and affigns ; provided always, that no 
in4trpr£ta$jo(i)bc admitted thereof, by which God's, holy and 
truly Christian religion, or the allegiance due unto us, our 

heirs 
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heirs and fucceflbrs, may fuffcr any prejudice or diminution;) 
although exprefs mention be not made in thefe prefems of the 
true yearly value of certainty of the premifes, or of any part 
thereof, or of other gifts and grants made by us, our progeni- 
tors or predecefibrs, unto the faid now Lord Baltimore, or 
any ftatute, ad, ordinance, provifion, proclamation, or re- 
ftraint heretofore had, made, publifhed, ordained, or provided, 
or any other thing, caufe, or matter whatfoever to the con* 
trary thereof, in any wife notwithftanding. In witnefs, &c. 
Witnefs Ourfelf at Weftnlinfter, the twenty-eighth day of 
June, A. D. 1632, in the eighth year of our reign. 

BjWrittf PrkyStal. 
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GEORGIA CHARTER, 

Granted by King George the Second, in the Fifth Year 
of his Reign. 

GEORGE the Second, by the grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, king, defender of the 
faith, &c. to all to whom thefe prefents {hall come, greeting. 
Whereas we are credibly informed, that many of our poor 
fubje&s are, through misfortunes, and want of employments, 
reduced to great neceffities, infomuch as by their labour they 
are not able to provide a maintenance for themfelves and 
families ; and if they had means to defray their charge of 
paiTage, and the expences incident to new fettlements, they 
would be glad to be fettled in any of our provinces in Ame- 
rica, where, by cultivating the lands at prefent wafte and 
defolate, they might not only gain a comfortable fubfiftence 
for themfelves and families, but alfo ftrengthen our colonies, 
and increafe the trade, navigation and wealth of thefe our 
realms : and whereas our provinces in North America have 
been frequently ravaged by Indian enemies, more efpecially 
that of South Carolina, which in the late war, by the neigh- 
bouring favages, was laid wafte with fire and fword, and 
great numbers of the Englifh inhabitants miferably maflacred ; 
and our loving fubjefts, who now inhabit there, by reafon 
of the fmallnefs of their numbers, will, in cafe of any new 
war, be expofed to the like calamities, inafmuch as their 
whole fouthern frontier continueth unfettled, and lieth open 
to the faid favages ; and whereas we think it highly becom- 
ing our crown and royal dignity to protefl all our loving fub- 
"efts, be they never fo diftant from us, to extend our father- 
y compaffion even to the meaneft and moft unfortunate of our 
people, and to relieve the wants of our above* mentioned pom: 
fubje&s; and that it will be highly conducive for accomplish- 
ing thofe ends, that a regular colony of the faid poor people 
be fettled and eftablHhed in the fouthern frontiers of Carolina : 
and whereas we hdve been well allured, that if we would be 
moft gracioufly pleafed to ere& and fettle a corporation for 
the receiving, managing, and difpofing of the contributions 
of our loying fubje&s, divers perfons would be induced to 
contribute to the ufes and . purpofes aforpfaid : Know ye, 
therefore, that we have, for the considerations afprefaid, atad 
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for the better and more orderly carrying on the faid good pur* 
pofes, of our fpecial. grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 
tion, willed, -ordained, Aconfti tutted *nd appdihted, ^and by 
thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do will, or- 
dain, conftitute, declare and grant, That our right trufty 
loeorponti- Mi wc ll-*«?lov<fl Johto tord V rfwurftl&ercmrl, of our «rrg- 
Prfansin'to dom °f Iceland, our trufty and WeH-beloved Edward Digby, 
one body George Carpenter, James Oglethorpe, George Heathcote, 
politic and Thomas Tower, Robert More, Robert Hucks, Hoger *Ktot- 
corpo»te. j tn( j^ William Sloper, Trancis £yles, John <Larbche, James 
Vernon, William Balrtha, efquires j Stephen Bales, mafltfr 
•of arts, John Burton, bachelor of divinity, Richard -Btitfdy, 
matter of arjcs, Arthur Bad ford, matter of arts, Samuel Smith, 
snafter 4»f arts, Adam Anderfon, and Thomas Gorarn, *gen- 
tlemen, and fuch other per fens as (hall be-elefled rh the fnan-- 
ner hereoftertnefUt^ned, and their fucceflbrs, to be etafted qta 
manner -as hereto after -is Klirbdted, be, and (hall -be one 'body 
K c of -P **' ai *^ corporate, in deed and in name, 'by tbetifeme-of 
the corpo- The Truftees for eftablilhirtg'the Colony of Georgia ifi Aroe- 
t*tioo. rica ; and them and *hetr facdeflbrs, by the fame namei, ?te 
do., -by thefe prefent^ for us>, «ur heifsacid fuecefibrs, realty 
and fully make, o#dai«* ooirftitute and declare to begone bo- 
dy politic -and cofpotete, m deed and in name, for wer $ 
Perpetual *«d *bat hy the feme name they, akid their facceffors, {hall 
fccccifion. and may »ha*e pe*pettial fucceflton • and that *hey, and tbtetr 
fucceflbrs, by *hat*iatne, (hall and tfiay forever hereafter be 
"purcbafe % ° pwfons able and -capable in the law to pwrchafe, have, . take, 
Ends in receive, and etyoy to them, and their IViccdflTofs, any manors, 
Great Bri- rnefluqgea, lands* tfcnemenSsy rents, adyowfans, liberties, 
^" c t0 £ privil^es^ juriftWtions* francbifes, rtnd xlther hereditaments 
1060I. per wbatfoetrer* tyihg and being in part of Great firitata, of 
•©num. whatfoever Mature, kind, and quality they be, in fee and ki 
perpetuity, not «efcceeding the yearly value of one thoufand 
pounds beyond rcprifes, afib effcatet for lives and for years, and 
all other manner of goods, chattels, and things wtotftffoCver, 
of what name, nature, quality, or value foe ver they toe, for 
die better feeding, ArpportWfrg, and maintaining the fatd ed- 
iMktulfc* '°°y» al| d °ti**r *fc s *forefind ; and to ghre, grant, lets and 
of the fame demife the (aid manors, mciTuagesj lands, tenements, hete- 
ibr thirty- ditameitta* goods, chattels, and things whatfoever aforeftwd. 
*** ye * r,# by kafc or leases, for term of years^ in pofiefion at *e time 
of granting thereof, and not in reverftpn, itot exceeding the 
term of one-aftd-thirty years from the time of granting ^here- 
of, on which, in cafe no fine be take*, fhaM b* referv<*d the 
lull value,, and, in cafe a fine t* tafcen, (ball b* referred at 
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leaft a rrioiety of the full value, that the fame (hall reafona- Poww to 
bly and hdna fide be worth at the time of fuch dtfnlft ; and f^£** A0 
that they, and their fucceflbrs, by the name aforefaid, fhall m^ca in* 
and may, for ever hereafter, be pfcrfons able and capable in any. *<»n- 
the law to pirrchafe, have, take, receive, and enjoy, to them tlt ^' 
and their fucceflbrs, any lands, territories, poffeffions, tene- . 
ments, jurifdiftions, franchifes, and other hereditaments 
whatsoever, lying and being in America, of what quantity* 
quality, or value foever they be, for the better fettling, fup- 
porting, and maintaining thfc faid colony ; and that by the Ca p ac jty ro 
name aforefaid, they fhall and may be able to fue and be fu- fi, e and bp 
cd, plead and be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered unto, futtI « 
defend and be defended, in all courts and places whatfoever, 
and before Whatfoever judges, juftices, or other officers, of 
us,' oiir heirs and fucceflbrs, in all and Angular actions, 
plaints, pleas, matters, fuits, and demands, of what kind, 
nature, or quality foever they be ; and to a£t and do all 
other matters and things in as ample manner and form as 
any other our liege fubje&s of this our realm of Great. Bri- 
tain ; and that they, and their fucceflbrs, for ever hereafter, a commp* 
{hall and may have a common feal, to ferve for the caufes Mt 
and btifinefe of them, and their fucceflbrs ; and that it fhall 
and may be lawful for them, and their fucceflbrs, to change, 
break, alter, and make new, the faid feal from time to time, 
and at their pleafure, as they fhall think beft. And we do 
further grant, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, that the faid- 
corporation, and the common council of the faid corporation. - - 
herein after by us appointed, may, from time to time, and at 
all times, meet about their affairs, when and where they 
pleafe, and tranfa& and carry on the bufineTs of the faid cor- 
poration. And for the better execution of the pijrpofes afore- 
faid, we do, by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fuccef* 
fprs, give and grant to the faid corporation, and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, that thev, and their Aicceflbrs, for ever may, upon 
the third Thurfday in the month of March, yearly, meet at 
fome Convenient place, to be appointed by the faid corpora- ' 
tion, or the major part of them who fhall be prefent at any 
meeting of the faid corporation to be had for the appointing. 
of the faid plate; and that they, or two thirds of fuch of 
therh that fhall be prefent, fhall, at fuch yearly meeting, 
and at rjq other meeting of the faid corporation, between the 
hours of ten in the morning and four in the afternoon of the 
fame day, chufe and eleft fuch perfon or perfons to be mem- 
bers of thp faid corporation as they fhall think beneficial to the 
good deigns of the faid corporation. And our further will and 
pteftfyre is j that if it fhall happen that any of the perfons herein 
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after by us appointed as the common council of the faid cor« 
poration, or any other perfons to tje elected and admitted 
members of the faid cooimon council in the manner herein 
after direfied, (hall die, or {ball* by writing under his and 
,. their hands refpe&ively, rcfign his or their office or offices of 
com morj council- man, or common council-men, the faid cor- 
poration, or the major part of fucn of them as (hall be pre- 
fent, and ipay at fpch meeting, on the faid third Thurfday 
in March, yearly, in manner as aforefaid, riext after fuch 
death or refignation, and at no other meeting of the faid cor- 
poration, elc& and chufe one or more perfpn or perfons, be- 
ing jn embers of the faid corporation, into the room or place 
of fuch perfon, or perfpns* which {hall be fo dead or fo refign- 
ingj as to them (hall feem rnect. And our will and pleafure 
is, that all and every the perfon or perfons which' (hall, 
frorri tiqne to. time, hereafter be elected common council-meri 
of the faid corporation as aforefaid, do and {hall, before he 
or they afi as common council-men of the faid corporation, 
take an oath for the faithful and due execution of their office- 
which oath the prefident of the faid corporation, for the time 
being, is hereby authorized and required to admin ifter to 
fuch perfon or perfons fo ele&ed as aforefaid. And our will 
and pleafure is, that the fii;ft prefident of the faid corporation 
{hall be our trufty and well-beloved the laid John Lord Vifcount 
Percival, and that the faid prefident fhall, within thirty days. 
after the paffing of this charter, caufe fummons to be iflued 
to the feveral members of the faid corporation herein particu- 
larly named, to meet at fuch time and place as he fhould ap- 
point, to cpnfult ajxuit. and tran fad the bufinefs of the faid 
corporation. And our will and pleafure is, and we do by 
thefe prefents, for us, opr heirs and fucceflbrs, grant, ordain, 
and dire&, that the common council of the faid corporation 
fhall confift of fifteen in number: arjd we do, by thefe pre- 
ff nts, nominate, conftitute, and appoint, our right trufty and 
well-beloved John Lord Vifcount Pcrqival, our trufty and 
well-beloved Edward Digby, George Carpenter, James 
Oglethorpe, George Heathcote, Thomas Tower, Robert 
More, Robert Hucks, Rogers Holland, William Sloper, 
Francis Eyles, John Laroche, James Vernon, William 
Belitha, efquires, and Stephen Hales mafter of arts, to be.thc 
common council of the faid corporation, to continue in their 
faid offices during their good behaviour. And whereas it is 
our royal intention, that the members of the faid corporation 
/hall be encreafed by ele&ion as foon as conveniently may be, 
, to a greater number than is hereby nominated, our further 
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Will ana 4 pleafure is, ana we do hereby for iis, our heirs dfid 
fucceflbrsj ordain, and direft, that from the time of fuch ih- 
creafe of the members of the faid corporation , the riuniber of 
the faid common council fhall be iiicreafed tb twenty-four. 
And tnat at the fahie aflembly at which filch additional 
members of the faid corporation (hall be chofen; there fhall 
likewife be ele&ed in the manner herein before directed for 
the ele&ion of common council-men, nine perfons to be of 
the faid corn nh on council, and to make up the number thereof 
twenty-four/ And our further will and pleafure is, that bur 
trufty and well-beloved the faid Sir Edward Digby; enquire; 
fhall be the firft chairman of the common' council of the faid 
corporation ; and that the faid Lord Vifcount Pe'rcival {Hall* 
be and continue prefident of the faid corporation j that thp' 
faid Edward Digby fhall be and continue chairman of the 
feid common-council of the faid corporation refpfeftively, 
until the meeting which (hall be had next and immediately 
vafter the firft meeting of the faid corporation, or of rite com- 
mon council of the faid corporation refpe&ivelyy and no 
longer; at which faid fecond rrieeting, and at etfery other' 
fubfequent and future meeting of the find Corporation,' of of 
the common -coiincil of the faid corporation refpeftively,> in 
order to preferve an indifferent rotation of the feveral offices 
of prefident of the corporation, and of chairman of the 
common-council of the faid corporation, we do direft add 
ordain, that all and every theperfonor perfons, members of 
the faid commori-council for the time being, and no dthferV 
being prefent at fuch meetings, fhall feverally and refpefiivfe- 
ly, in their turns, prefide at the meetings which fnall from 
time to time be had and held, of the- faid corporation,' dr of 
the cotamon-council of the faid Corporation refpe&iVely : 
And in cafe any doubt or queftion fhall at any iitht ante,' 
touching or concerning the turn or right of any member of 
the faid common- council, to prefide at any meeting of the faid ' * 
corporation, or of the common-council of the faid corpora- 
tion^ the fame fhall be refpeftively determined by the inajor 
part of the faid Corporation, or of the common-council of the 
faid cbfporation refpeftively, who fhall be prefenf at fuch 
rfteeting. Provided always, that no member of the faid com- 1 
mon-councit, having fefvfed iri the office of prefident of the 
faid corporation, of of chairman of the common-council of 
the faid corporation^ fhall be capable of being or of ferving 
ad prefident or chairman at airy meeting of the faid corpora- 
tion, or of the common-Council of the faid corporation, next ' 
and immediately enfuing that in which he fo ferved as prefi- 
dent of the faid corporation, or chairman of the common- 
It a council 
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Council of the faid corporation refpe&ively, unlet* it (hall to 
happen, that at any fuch ijieeting of the faid corporation there 
(trail not be any other member of the (aid ^common-council 
prefent* And our will and pleafure is, that at all and every 
tj&£ meetinga of the faid corporation, or of the cortvnon- 
Council of the Olid corporation, the prefident or chairman for 
the time being (hall have a voice, and (ball vote and a& as a. 
member of the (aid corporation, or of the cotnmon*council 
of tjie faid corporation, at fuch meeting j and in cafe of any 
equality of voles, the faid prefident or chairman for the time 
being (hall have and exercife a calling vote. And our further 
will and pleafure is, that no prefident of the (aid corporation* 
or chairman of the common-council of the. faid corporation, 
or member of the faid common-council or corporation, bjt us 
by tbefe prefents appointed, or hereafter from time to time ca 
be elected or appointed in manner as ajongfaidi (hall have, take 
qr receive, di redly or indirectly, any fajary, fee, perquifite, 

' benefit or profit, whatsoever, for or by reafon of hi* or their 
frying the faid corporation, or common-council of the laid, 
corporation, as prefident, chairman, o* comTOOP*counctf-man, 
or as being a member of the (aid corporation* And our will 
and pleafure is, that the (aid herein before appointed prefi- 
dent, chairman and common-coujncil-msti, before he and they 
ndk refpedively as fuch, (hall feverally take ^n oath for thk 
faithful ^nd due execution of their truft, to be admioifteredi 
to the prefident by the chief baron of our, court of exchequer 
for thetip\e being, and by the president 0/ thfc faid corpora* 
tjqn to the reft of the common-council, who are. hereby ai*r 
tbqri^ed ftverally and refpedively to a4miniftex the fem«u 
A^d our yili and pleafure is, that all afld every pCffon 5^*4 
perfon* uybo (hall have in his or their own name, or names* 
or in the |ia|rie or names of any perfon or perfons. in tru& 
fb^ fymo* them, or for his or their benefit, any office, plaw 
or employment of profit under the (aid wpoj^tKTO, (halt b*. 
incapable o/ being elected a member bf the fej4 corporation : . 
And if any member of the faid corporation, during fitch, tiope 
ZS> be (hall continue a member thereof (feaU in his own nam£, 
or in the name of any perfon or perffo* in. truft for bfot, or 
foj; his benefit, have, hold, exercife, accept* ppffcfs op enjoy 
any o$ce, place of employoient of profit mvJer the commpn- 
council of the laid corpprttion, 6*ch member (halt, from 
the twpe of f«ch having, .holding* exerciftng, accepting, 

> poffeffing apd enjoying fuch <#c«,plafic ojv etaftoyiagtt 
of profit, ccafe to he a msmbe* q£ t&e, ft# corporation* 
Ajxd we dp, for 05,001. tars wd fiupdfrft* gra^t unto the fitf. 
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corporation,and their fucceflbr$,that they,and their fucccflbrs,Gr 
the major part of fuch them as (hall be prefent at any meet- 
ing of the faid corporation, convened and aflembled for that 
.purpofe, by proper and convenient notice thereof, fhall have 
power, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to au- 
thorise and appofat fuch perfons as they (hall think fit, to 
take fubferiptions, and to gather and colled fuch monies as 
ihall he by any peifon or perfons contributed for the purpo- 
ies aforefaid, and (hall and may revoke and make void fuch 
authorities and appointment* as often as they (hall fee cattfe 
•fo to dp* And we d» hereby for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
ordain and dire&, that the faid corporation (hal! every year 
lay ao account in writing before the chancellor, or keeper, 
or commiffioners forthecuftody of the great feat of Great 
Britain, of us, our heirs and fucceffors, the chief jufWce of 
.the court of king's bench, the- mafter of the rolls, the chief 
juftice of the court of common pleas, and the chief baron 
of the exchequer, of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, for the 
time being, or any two of them, of all monies or c4Fe£b by 
them received or expended, for the carrying on the good ?ower rf 
purpofes aforefaid. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and making 
fucceflbrs, give a*nd grant unto the faid corporation, and*>yUw«. 
their fucceffors, full power and authority to conftitute, or* 
dain and make fuch and fo many by-laws, confutations, or- 
ders and ordinances, as to them, or the greater part of them, 
at their general meeting for that purpofe, (hall feem meet, 
necefiary and convenient for the well ordering and governing 
the (aid corporation; and the faid by-laws, conftitutions, 
order* and ordinances, or any of them, to alter and annul, 
as they, or the major part of them thenprefent, (hall fee re- 

Juiftte; and in. and by fuch by-laws, rules, orders and or- 
inances, tofet, impofe andinflid: reafonable pains and pe- 
nalties upon any offender or offenders who (hail tranfgrefs, 
break or violate, the (aid by-laws, conftitutions, orders and 
ordinances, fo made as aforefaid, and to mitigate the fame, as 
they or the major part of them then prefent (hall find caufe ; 
which faid pains andpenalties (hall and may be levied, fued 
for, taken, Detained and recovered by the faid corporation, 
and their fucceflbrs, or by their officers and fervants, from 
time to time to. Reappointed for that purpofe, by a&ion of 
debitor by any other lawful ways and means, to the ufeand 
behoof of the faid corporation, and their fucceflbrs; all and 
lingular which by-laws, conftitutions, orders and ordinances 
fo. as afopefaid to Re made, we will (hall be duly obferved and 
kept, under the paiti* and penalties therein to be contained ; 
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fo always as-the faid by-laws, conftitutions, orders and of* 
dinances, pains and penalties from time to time to be made 
and impofed, be reasonable, and not contrary or repugnant 
to the laws and ftatutes of this our realm ; and that fuch by- 
laws, conftitutions and ordinances, pains and penalties 
from time to time to be made and impofed, and any repeal or 
alteration thereof, or of any of them, be likewife agreed to, be 
. eftablifhed and confirmed by the general meeting of the faid 
corporation, to be held and kept next after the fame (ball 
be refpedively made. And whereas the faid corporation in- 
tend to fettle a colony, and to make an habitation and plan- 
tation in that part of our province of South Carolina in 
America herein after defcribed : Know ye therefore,* that 
we greatly defiring the happy fuccefs of the faid corporation, 
for their further encouragement in accomplishing fo excel- 
lent a work, have of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge, 
and mere motion, given and granted, and by thefe prefents; 
Gnnt of a for us, our heirs and fucceflors, do give and grant, to the 
large trad faid corporation, and their fucceflors, under the refervations, 
jL}*??^ limitations and declarations hereafter exprefled, feven undi- 
wriJu*' vided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided) 
of all thofe lands, countries and territories, fituate, lying and 
being in that part of South Carolina in America, which 
lies from the northern ilrcam of a river there commonly cal- 
led the Savannah, all along the fea coaft to the fouthward, 
unto the mod fouthern ftream of a certain other great water 
or river called the Alatamacha, and weftard from the beads 
of the faid rivers refpedively in direct lines to the fouth feas, 
and all that fpace, circuit and precinct of land lying within 
the faid boundaries, with the iflands in the fea, lying oppo- 
fite to the eaftern coaft of the faid iflands, within twenty 
leagues of the fame, which are not already inhabited, or fet- 
tled by any authority derived from the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, together with all the foils, grounds, havens, ports, 
gulphs and bays, mines, as well as royal mines of gold 
and filver, as other minerals, precious ftones, quarries, 
woods, rivers, waters, fifliings, as well royal fifhings of 
whale and fturgeon as other fifhings, pearls, commodities* 
jurifdidions, royalties, franchifes, privileges and pre'-emi- 
nencies, within the faid territories, and the precincts theft* 
of, and thereunto in any fort belonging or appertaining, and 
which we by our letters patent may or can grant, and in as 
ample manner and fort as we, or any of our royal progenitors^ 
have hitherto granted to any company, body politic or corpo- 
rate, pr to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or un- 
dertakers 
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dertakers of any difcoveries, plantations or traffic of, in or 
into any foreign parts whatsoever, and in as large and ample 
manner as if the fame were herein particularly mentioned 
and expreffed. To have, hold, poflefs and enjoy the faid feven Habendum, 
undivided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divi- 
ded as aforefaid) of all and Angular the faid lands, countries 
and territories, with all and Angular other the premifcs here- 
in before by thefe prefents granted or mentioned, or intended 
to be granted, to them the faid corporation, and their fuc- 
ceflbrs for ever, for the better fupport of the faid colony. 
To be ho) den of us, our heirs and fucceflors, as of our ma- Tejienda*. 
fiorof Hampton Court, in our county of Middlefex, in fee 
and common foccage, and not in capite j yielding and pay- Quit-rent, 
jng therefore to us, our heirs and fucceflors, yearly for ever, 
the furti of four fhillings for every hundred acres of the faid 
lands which the faid corporation fhall grant, demife, plant 
pr fettle, the faM payment not to commence, or be made, un- 
til ten years after fuch grant, demife, planting or fettling, 
and to be anfwered and paid to us, our heirs and fucceflors, 
in fuch manner,, and in fuch fpecies of money or notes as 
lhall be current in payment by proclamation, from time to 
time, in our faid province of South Carolina ; all which £^aion & 
lands, countries, territories and premifes hereby granted or the faid 
mentioned, or intended to be granted, we do by thefe pre- lan4s hcre- 
fents make, ere£t and create one independent and feparate i by t0 8 ^ nted ' 

f>rovince, by the name of Georgia ; by which name we will rinceVthe 
he fame henceforth to be called, and that all and every per- n « nc . of 
fon and perfons who fhall at any time hereafter inhabit or GeorgU * • 
refide within our faid province, fhall be and are hereby de- 
clared to be free, and fhall not be fubje£t to, or be bound to 
obey, any laws, orders, ftatutes or conftitutions which have 
been heretofore made, ordered, or ena&ed, or which hereaf- 
ter fhall be made, ordered, or ena&ed, by, for, or as the laws, 
prders, ftatutes or conftitutions by our faid province of South. 
Carolina (fave and except only the command in chief of thd 
niilitia of our faid province of Georgia to our governor for* 
the time being of South Carolina, in manner herein after t 

declared); but fhall be fubjefi to and bound to obey fuch 
laws, orders, ftatutes and conftitutions, as fhall from time to 
time be made, ordered and enaded for the better government 
of the; faid province of Georgia, in the manner herein after 
directed. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and fucceflors, 
ordain, will, and eftablifh, that for and during the term c£ 
pne-and-twenty years, to commence from the date of thefe 
pur letters patent* the faid corporation aflembled for that pur- 
port 
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pofe, /hall and may form and prepare laws, ftatutes and on 
dinances, fit and neceflary for and concerning the govern- 
ment of the faid colony, and not repugnant to the laws and 
ftatutes of England j and the* fame (hall and may prefent 
tinder their common feel to us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, in < 
our or their privy-council, for our or their approbation or 
difallowance ; and the faid laws, ftatutes and ordinances, 
being approved' by us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, in our or 
their privy-council, (hall from thenceforth be in foil force 
and virtue, within our faid province of Georgia. And for- 
afmuch as the good and profperous fuccefs of the faid colony 

, cannot but chiefly depend, next under the bleffing of God, 
and the fa p port of our royal authority, upon the provident 
and good direction of the whole enterprise, and that it will 
be too great a burthen upon all the members of the faid cor- 
poration to be convened fo often as may be re<Juifite to hold 
meetings for the fettling, fiipporting, ordering, and niaintain- 
ing ftich colony; therefore we do will, ordain, and eftablifh, 
that the faid common Council, for the time being, of the 
faid corporation, being aflembled for that purpofe, or the ma- 
jor part of them, fhall, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, have full power and authority to difpofe of^ expend, 
and apply all the monies and effe&s belonging to the faid cor- 
poration, in fuch manner and ways, and in fuch expences as 
they {hall, think beft to conduce to the carrying on and ef- 
fecting the good purpofes herein mentioned and intended ; 
and alfo fhall have full power, in the name and on the ac- 
count of the faid corporation, and with and under their com- 
mon (eal, to enter into any covenants and contracts for 
carrying on and cffe&ing the purpofes aforefaid. And 
our further will and plea Cure is, that the faid common coun- 
cil "for the time being, or the major „ part of fuch of the 
faid common council, which fhall be prefent and aflembled 
for that purpofe, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 

' fhall and may nominate, conftitute, and appoint, a treafurer 
or treafurers, fecrctary or fecretaries, and fuch other officers, 
minifters, and fervants of the faid corporation, as to them, 
or the major part cf fuch of them as fhall be prefent, fhall 
feern proper or requifite for the good management of their af- 
fairs, and at their will and pleafure to difplace, remove, and pUt 
out fuch treafuter or treafurers, fecretary or fecretaries, and all 
fuch otjier officers, minifters, or fervants, as often as they 
fhall think fit fo to do, and others in the room, office, place, 
or ftead of him or them fo difplaced, removed, or put out, 
to nominate* conftitute, and appoint; and fhall and may' 

determine. 
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determine and appoint fuch reafonable fabrics, perqurfltes, 
or other rewards, for the labour or (ervices of fuch officers, 
fcrvants and perfons, as to the faid common council (hail 
ieem meet; and all fuch officers (hall, before they act in 
their refpe£Hve offices, take an oath, to be to them admi- 
nistered by the chairman for the time being of the faid com- 
.mon council of the faid corporation, who is hereby autho- 
rised to adminifter the fame, for the faithful and due execu- 
tion of ^heir refpe&ive offices and places. And our will and 
pleafure is, that all and every perfon and perfons, who (hall 
'from time to time be chofen or appointed treafurer or trea- 
furers, fecretary or fecretaries of the faid corporation, in 
manner herein before directed, (hall, during fuch time as 
they (hail ferve in the faid offices refpe&ively, be incapable 
of being a member of the faid corporation. And we do fur- 
ther, of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere 'mo- 
tion, for U6, our heirs and fucceflbrs, grant by thefe pre- 
fects to the faid corporation, and their fucceflbrs, that it fliall 
be lawftil for them, and their officers or agents, at all times 
hereafter, to tranfport and convey out of our realm of Great 
Britain, or any other our dominions, into the faid province 
of Georgia, to be there fettled, all fuch and fo many/of our 
}oving fubjeds, or any foreigners that are willing to become 
our fubjeets, and live under our allegiance in the faid colo- 
ny, as fliall willingly go to inhabit and refide there, with 
fufficient (hipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, 
powder, (hot, viduals, and fueh merchandize or wares as 
are tfteemed by the wild people in thofe parts, cloathing, 
implements, furniture, cattle, horfes, mares, and all other 
things neeeffary for the faid colony, and for their ^fe and 
defence, and trade with the people there; and ifr poffing 
and rationing to a.nd from the fame. Alfo we do, for us, Oeaenf**. 
our heirs and fcccefibrs, declare by thefe prtfents, that all «k*ti°a of 
and every the perfons, which (hall happen to be hern within *h tt p ^3J i 
the faid province, and every of their children and ptfterity, be bom la 
(hail have and enjoy all liberties, franchifes, and immunities ***** P 1 ^ 
©f free denizens, and natural- born fubjeds, within any of **■**' 
our dominions* to all intents and purpofes, as if they had 
been abiding and born within this our kingdom of Great 
Britain, or any other of our dominions. And for the greater Liberty of 
«afe and encouragement of our loving fpbjeAs,, a^d fueh coofcience 
others as (hall come to inhabit in our faid colony, we do, by SfrdfiToV 
thefe prefems, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, grant, efta- &h -i^ 
Wifli and ordain $ that for ever hereafter there {ball be a U».t* to «u 
hefty of eoiffctence allowed hi the worfhip of God, to aH per- pw [ # *j^ 1 " 
fwis/mhafcking, or whkh (kail inhabit, 01 be Kfident within JiL, 
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our (aid province; and that all fucb perfons (except Paptfts) 
(hall have a free excrcife of their religion, fo they be con- 
tested with the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of the fame, 
IWr to not giving offence or fcandal to the government. And our 
t£w *3~ further will and pleatire is, and we do hereby for us, our 
land to per- heirs and fucceflbrs, declare and grant, that it (hall and may 
foot who be lawful for the faid common council, or the major part of 
to" toon? thcm 2 ^ emb ^ for that purpofe, in the name of the corpora- 
planters. * tion, and under their common feal, to diftribute, convey, 
affign and fet over fuch particular portions of the lands, te- 
nements, and hereditaments, by thefe prefents granted to 
the faid corporation, unto fuch of our loving fubjeds, natu- 
ral-born, or denizens, or others that (hall be willing to be- 
come our fubjeds, and live under our allegran9e in the faid 
polony, upon fuch terms, and for fuch eftates, and upon 
fuch rents, refervations, and conditions, as the fame may 
lawfully be granted, and as to the faid common council, or 
the major part of them fo prefent, (hall feem fit and proper. 
Provided always, that no grant (hall be made of any part of 
the faid lands unto any perfon, being a member of the faid 
corporation, or to any other perfon in truft for, or for the 
benefit of any member of the faid corporation ; and that no 
perfon having any eftate or intereft in law or equity in any 
part of the faid lands, (hall be capable of being a member of 
the faid corporation, during the continuance of fuch eftate or 
No one intereft. Provided alfo, that no greater quantity of the faid 
jafon auj j^ t> c g ra nted either entirely, or in parcels, to, or to the 

than 500* u & °f* or in tru ^ f° r ' an y onc pwfon, thanfive hundred 
•crei. acres ; and that all grants made contrary to the true intent 
State oath anc * mpan ^8 hereof (hall be abfolutely null and void. And 
or foiem af! we dp hereby grant and ordain, that fuch perfon and perfons 
firmations for the time being, as (hall be thereunto appointed by the faid 
fTiftered^" c < )r P otat ' on » &*** a ^ ma y» at a ^ times, and from time to 
Jjj perfopfti 016 hereafter, baye full power and authority to admi- 
fta)i iniia- niftej- and give the oaths appointed by an aft of parliament 
Wt J**/* 1 * made in the firft year of the reign our late royal father, to' be 
province. t9 j un j n ft e ad of the oaths pf allegiance and fupremacy, and 
alfo the oath pf abjuration, tp all and every .perfon and per- 
fons which (hall at ajiy time be inhabiting or redding within 
our faid colony, and in like pafea to adminifter the folemn 
affirmation to any of the perfons commonly called Quakers, 
in fuch manner as by the laws of our realm of Great Britain 
Power to **** ^ 2mt ^ a 7 ^ adminiftered. w And we do of our further 
era* courti grape, peftaip knowledge, and mere motion, grant, eftabljfh 
of Jodie*, and ordain, for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, that the faid 
* corporation) and their fucceflbrs, (hall h*v$ full power and 

8 a authority, 
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authority,- for and during the term of one-and-twenty yesfrsfj 
to commence from the date of thefe our letters patent, to 
ered and conftitute judicatures and courts of record, or other 
fcourts, to be held in the name of usj our heirs and fucceflbrs, for 
the hearing and determining of all manner of crimes, offences* 
pleas, procefies, plaints, actions, matters, caufes, and things 
whatfoever, arifing or happening- within the (aid province 
of Georgia, or between perfons inhabiting or refiding there* 
whether the fame be criminal or civil, and whether the fa id 
crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the faid pleas 
be real, perfonal or mixed, and for awarding and making , 
out executions thereupon ; to which courts and judicatures we 
do hereby for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, give and grant 
full power and authority from time to time to adminifter 
oaths for the difcovery of truth in any matters in controverfy* 
or depending before diem, or the fofemn affirmation to any 
of the perfons commonly called Quakers, in fuch manner as 
by the laws of our realm of Great Britain .the fame may be 
adminiftered. And our further will and pleafure is, that coffin. 
the faid corporation, and their fucceflbrs, do from time tocesof lan* 
time, and at all times hereafter, regifter, or caufe to be re* ^^ *" 
gtftered, all fuch leafes, grants, plantings, conveyances, fet- province 
dements, and improvements whatfoever, as ihall at any time made by 
hereafter be made by or in the name of the faid corporation, j** * fort - 
of *ny lands, tenements, or hereditaments within the faid ^ n^aM 
province, and (hall- yearly fend or tranfmit, or caufe to be be regifter- 
fcnt or tranfmitted, authentic account of fuch leafes, grants* « d ** **»«*• 
conveyances, fettlements, and improvements refpecrively* 
unto the auditor of the plantations for the time being, or his 
deputy, and alfo to our furveyor, for the time being, of out 
faid province of South Carolina; to whom we do hereby 
grant full power and authority, from time to time, as often 
as need (hall reouire, to infpeft and furvey fuch of the faid 
lands and pretnites, as (hall be demiied, granted, and fettled 
as aforefaid ; which faid furvey and infpeclion we do hereby 
declare to be intended to a/certain the quit rents which (hall 
from time to time become due to ua, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
according to the rcfervation herein before mentioned, and for 
ilo other purpofe. whatfoever ; hereby for us, our heirs and 
fucceflbrs, ftri&ly injoining and commanding that rteither 
our or their furveyor, or anyperfon whatsoever, under the 
pretext and colour of making the faid furvey or infpe&ing, 
{halt take* demand, or receive any gratuity, fee or reward* 
of 'of from any perfon or perfons inhabiting in the faid colo- 
ny, or from the faid corporati6n or common council thereof, 
On *the pain of forfeiture of their office, or offices, and incur- 
ring 
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ring our higheft difpkafute* Provided aldmys* dnd out fttf* 
ther will and pleafure is* that all leafes, grants, and cm* 
veyanccs to be made by or in the name of the find corpora* 
tion, of any lands within the faid province, or * memorial 
containing the fubftancc and offeA thereof, {bad be regf fter* 
ed with the auditor of the plantations of us* oaf heirs or 
fuccefibrs, within the fpace of one year to be computed from 
the dale thereof* othertrifb the fame fhall be void. And otrr 
further will and pleafure is, that the rents, iffttes, arid *& 
other profits* which fhall at any thne hereafter come to the 
faid corporation, ifliiing or ariftog oat or from the find pro- 
vince* or out of or from any part or parcel of the famey {hall,* 
from time to time* and at all times hereafter, be laid oat and 
applied in fuch expences, and in fuch manner, as the faid 
common council of the faid corporation* or the major part of 
fuch of them as fhall be prefent at any meeting far that pur-* 
pofe afiembled, ihall think will moft improve arid eftkirge 
the faid colony* and beft aafwer the nod ptifpofe* hereto 
before mentioned, and for defraying all other changes aboae 
the fame. And our will and pleafuife is, that the faid corpo- 
ration, and their fucceflbrs, ihall* from time to time, give 
unto one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, and to the eom- 
mimoners of trade and plantations* accounts of the ptogtefo 
of the faid colony. And our wilt and pleafim is* that t*0 
ad done at any meeting of the (aid common council of the 
faid corporation fhall be effectual and valid* ttftleft «igtit 
members at leaft of the fad common council* including the 
member who fhall ferve as chairman at the faid meeting, be 
prefent* and the major part of them con fen ting hereunto. 
And our will and pleafure is, that the common courtcr* of 
the faid corporation* for the time being* or the major part 
of them who fhall bt prefent, being aflemirfed for tfout pur* 
pofe, fhall, froth time to tirtie, for, during, and until Us* 
full end and expiration of twenty-one years, to c dt ftft ifrrtfr 
from the date of theft our letters patent* have Ml pbftr* 
ahd authority to nominate, make, ebftftifiiftf, eamfttlmoav 
ordain, and appoint, by fuch namfe or names, fMt w ftylts* 
as to them fhall fecm meet and fitting, oil and Mgulflr fUfch 
governors, judges, magifiram* miniffers* ami ofkars, <iv4i 
and military, both by lea and tend, within the ftid #fftrt&* 
as fhall by them be thought fit and needful t* be m*fe or 
ufed for the government of the faid coldfty (&M dlfffcys iftd 
except fuch officers only as fhall by us, oar battel *ftd fee- 
ceflbrs, be from time to time conftiruted and app o i nte d for 
the managing, collecting, and receiving fuch revenues' as 
fhafl, from tunc to time, arife within the faid pfxMrfeu* $f 

Georgia 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 10*6t£ CHAfttfe*. «4t 

Georgia, and< beCOrrHfdue to u>* otfr h«f* alt* fttcccflbre) 
provided always, ttfld it to ouf wilt and pteaftrre, that every 
governor of the Aid provifkte of Georgia* to be appatoted By , 
the common coundl of the feid corportttfort, befcrte he ftatt 
•ntor upon or e*ecutc tiw fatd 0ffi<!e!4>f gevefnot, ftalf be ap- 
proved by U9< o#r heir* 0/ fudceflbrs, and fttall fake* fact* 
odtbs, land fhall qmYify himfelf in fuch rrrttrheV, in aH ref- 
pt6by as any g&?efndr 6T commander" to chief of any of ©ur 
colonies! or plantations in America Sue by law required to Acrj 
and Ihaft give goad *nd ftrffieiettt ftcurity for obfetving t\td 
feveral ads of parfwimefrtt relating to tfade and navigation, 
and to* obferve *nd dtey *U inftr unions that (hall fce.feht ttt 
hifh by us, ottr heirs arid fuctfeflbrs, or any a&ing undtlr our 
6t ttarir authority* pntfaant to the faid a&s, or any of tfietri. 
And Ir6 do by theft prefects, for us* our heirs or fncceftors, 
w\ll r tteMi and ordain, that the faid corporation, and theft* 
Aicctriots, iha4l haffc full power, for and during, and untif 
the full end and tftrrn of eJne-*and*tv*enty years j to cemrmehce 
from the <kte of thefe dtfr letters patents, by any conhman- 
d«r* 0* other officer or cdficers, by them for that purpofe, 
Oomtirneto time* fcppdirit ro tram, inftrtrft, exercife, and* 
govefn a rililltia for the fpcefal defence and fafety of our faicf 
colony, to aflefnble\ in Aiirtial array, and put in warfrke 
poftun*, the inhabitant* 6f the faid colony, and to lead and 
Conduftthern* and with tHem to encounter, expulfe, repel, 
p*ftft, and ptirfuc, by forte of arms, as vrell by fe* as by 
larfd* Within or Without the limits of out faid colony, rfhd 
alfo to kill, flay, deftroy, ind conquer, by all fitting Ways 
enterprises and rheftrts whatfoever, aFI and every fuch perfon 
and pefftna fis 4baM a* any time hereafter, in an hofttle man- 
ner, attempt or enterprize the dettrudticm, invafion, detri- 
ment, or annoyance c>f ouf faid colony ; and to iffe and e*- 
eteiffe the hw tnartral in tirfte of a&ual war, invaffon, or fe- 
betHotV, ill fufeh cafes where 1 , by the la*, the fame may be 
uftd «* efcereiftd; and alfo, from time to time, to ereft 
foftt, and fortify *rty ptece or places wfthta our* faid cofoiry, 
arid the fme to ftirfiim WKh rfl ntteflaty ammunition, pro- 
vifi&n-, and fibres of war, fbt offence and defence ; and to 
cofrtrhfr, fndffl tSttfc to time, the cuftody and government of 
th* firm** t& futfr petfeta 6r perfons as to them fcall feem 
me^t *!td the Aid tort* atrd fortifications to demolish it their 
pteAfiJH* ; dnd tb tklte ahd furprife, by alf ways and means 
wfitftAfeVe*, all and every ftrch perfon or perfons, with their 
{hips, an*6 4 ammunition, and other goods asfhall in an 
hoftile manner invade, r>t attempt the invading, conquering, 
oranfloyfrtg ejf OXtt ftid colony« And our will and pleafure 
• ' is, 
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is, and we do hereby, for us, our hem and fucceflors, de- 
clare and grant, that the governor or commander in chief of 
the province of South Carolina, for us, our heirs and fuccef- 
lors, for the time being, flull at all times hereafter have the 
chief command of the militia of our faid province hereby 
cre&ed and eftablifhed ; and that fuch militia (hall obferve and 
obey all orders and directions that {hall from time to time be 
given or fent to them by the faid governor or commander in 
chief; any thing in thefe prefents before contained to the 
contrary thereof, in any wife, notwithftanding, And of our 
efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have 
given and granted, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs 
and fucceflors, do give and grant, unto the faid corporation, 
and their fucceflors, full power and authority to import and 
export their goods, at and from any port or ports that {hall 
be appointed by us, our heirs or fucceflors, within the faid 
province of Georgia, for that purpofe, without being oblig- 
ed to touch at any other port in Carolina. And we do by 
thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflors, will and 
declare, that from and after the determination of the faid 
term of one- and -twenty years, fuch form of government and 
method of making laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, for the 
better governing and ordering the faid province of Georgia, 
and the inhabitants thereof, ftall be eftablifhed and obferved 
within the fame, as we, our hers or fucceflors, (hall hereafter 
ordain or appoint, and (hall be agreeable to law ; and that 
from and after the determination of the faid term of one-and- 
twenty years, the governor of our faid province of Georgia, 
and all officers, civil and military, within the fame, fhall, 
from time to time, be nominated, constituted, and appoint- 
ed by us, our heirs and fucceflors. And laftiy, we do here- 
by for us, our heirs and fucceflors, grant unto the faid cor- 
poration, and their fucceflors, that thefe our letters patents, 
or the inrolment or exemplification thereof, fhall be in and 
by all things good, firm, valid, fufRcient, and efFe&ual in 
the l*w, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, 
and fhall be taken, conftrued, and adjudged in all our courts, 
and elfewhere, in the moft favourable and beneficial fenfe, 
and for the beft advantage of the faid corporation, and their 
fucceflors ; any omiffion, imperfection, defe£t, matter, caufe. 
or thing whatsoever, to the contrary in any wife notwith- 
standing. In witnefs whereof, we have caufed thefe our let- 
ters to be made patents. Witnefs ourfetf" at Weftminfter, 
the ninth day of June, in the fifth year pf our reign, 
Bj Writ of Privyi Wi 

Signed COC&S. 
FINIS. 
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